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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD.

ACROSS.
1. The length between two locks,
& 12 down. Warn a robot. (pna%\
. Wwhat! a draz?
7. To decorate.
9. Tunnel on the H.G.C.
13. Festive form of transport.
14. Changes the level.
17. I am, you =---%
18. Built to overcome rising ground.
19. Lug.
*20. See 1 down.
21. The key to 14,

- DOWN,

1 & 20 across. Waders?
2. What we do at a work party.
4, The one with a red nose!

9. To turn a boat, -

8. Topical festiveal,

10."0ften fished out of the cut!
11, Famous local engineer.
12. See 3 across.

13. "our bridge"..
15. Top of a bridze.

Soluti
16. Cherub ot s

pege &




5. WALSUPTRORNE TUNNEL

!¢ 1770 a party from the Hereford Sollege of Art ¢, and
. thotography class made a study of "Lalsoptlorne

- Tunnel”, which we now more fa.iliarly refer to as

- 4shperton Tunnel, This report was published shortly

- afterwards and was written by Stuart Webb, one of the

~ members of tre party. Since it was written, although

 there has been a fair amount of silting of the tunnel,

~ little else has changed. '
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On May 18th 1842 the Hereford Journal stated that tie
 last length of arching had been keyed in to conplete the
tunnel, the bricks used for the purpose being some which

' had been made for the contemplated tunnel 50 years earlier,

' The completion of this tunnel was worthy of the celebratior

it was given as 1t made available to the whole length of
the canal an additional and substantial water supply from

- the Canon Frome feeder simultaneously completed on the

' dereford side of the tunnel, A party from the Hereford
College of Art have lowered a boat down the steep 35-foot
cutting at the south—east end of this tunnel and travelled
its full lensth,

; Mr Zlliott Davies who owne the surrounding land and the
tunnel mentioned that he remembers as a child playing on
the towpath within the tunnel, The presence of this tow-

- path was verilied along the whole length and althouzgh the

- water is now about four feet higher than its original

- level one can feel with a rod the hard stone edge of the
towpath hefore the drop into the bed of the canal,

There 1s no stone facing to the entrance at either end

only the dog-tooth pattern of the projecting ende of two
layers of stone linging bloecks, The tunnel is lined with
faced stone blocks for about 20 yards in from either end,
otherwise it ia bricke—lined throughout. The standard of

¢ brickwork is high but the tunnel has generally .
deteriorated at the Heraford end where bulges exist in
the brickwork and large faults have appeared down the
sides, Two distinct sizes of brick were noted, one being
considerably smaller, -

Very little water seems to be dripping from the roof
of the tunnel but stalagtites 18 inches long were
distributed all along making an interesting view in the

' headlamp of the boat, A vertical brick-lined shaft about
eight feet in diameter exists about €0 yards in from the

-
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‘iereford end. This shaft is not central bhut to one s=ide
)f the centre line of the tunnel, Its top is domed with
sut stone blocks and 1ts height was hard to judre tut
a8 certainly in the region of 20 feet.

The writer and two other members of the ‘/oolhope
irchaeolorical Research Group, l'r G Warren and Fr G Parker,
joined in tkis meeting and dimensions taken by ¥r Warren
tithin the tunnel are given on the acnompanylng diasran.

ov. 13”h, stuart webb

. '
----- sisdisntisizzs

rttention all tunnel buffs! We. have a rare treat next
rear when Alan Simpson, the famous "unnel Man" who has
:xplored and photographed a great many of the tunnels
shroughout the country, will be addressing members of

;he Society and any interested non-members -~ all are
relcome, Rather than delivering a formal lecture, his
lethod is to bring all his photographs alorg aand describe
;hose tunnels selected by the audience, It promises to bte
L fascinating evening, The date is Friday 20%h larch =
ton't miss it}

CROSSWORD SCLUTION

ACROSE - DOWNE
Pound 1-20C Paddle gear
& 12 Narrow boat 2 Dig
Dredge 4 Rudolph
Adorn 5 Wind
Cxenhgll 8 Christmas

5 Sleigh S 10 Eel

+ LOeck 11 Ballard

" Are . 13 Skew

} Tunnel 1% Crown

I Tow 16 Angel .
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We thank David and Caren Andrews for the
ssword in this edition. Anyone else like +to
d one in please.




. QreeGH AT OPENING OF CANAL TO WITHINGTON 26, 2. 18l 7

I only wish I had the power of expressing to you my (a) gratitude
for the great honour y¥ou have done me and for the very kind and
friendly feeling shown toward me. If I could persuade myself I was
deserving of it I should be very honoured and great cause there
would be for it (b) for to have the good opinion of so numerous

and highly respectable a company as this is an honour that any one
should be proud of. I =it you much for your kindness and good
opinion but report that I cannot take to myself the honour you so
-kindly bestow {c), my humble service in bringing forward .this canal
mst have been useless unless backed by powerful and enterprising .

"‘:gno:ﬁ:: confidence and good opinion I have had the good fortune
Ever since my first engagement in this undertaking, now nearly ‘T years,
I have been actuated by happier motives than merely those arising from
ny proféssional (d) capacity, I have felt an interest and strong desire
. for the success of the undertaking having alvays felt convinced that the
canal must confer {e) benefits immensely great (f) and highly underrated
(5) by the county generally. ’

I have thersfore been buoyed up and carried forvard through many
difficulties that have beset the progress of the undertaking with the
hope that its worth and ‘importance to the county would instantly be

seen and acknuwledged and now, indeed, the time is come when that hope is
realised. : : :

1

It 'has been highly gratifying to me to (g) obaerve the proceedings of this
day end I feel fully recompensed (h) by these expressions of approbation
for all ny (1) labour and exertion in executing the now acknowledged
useful work,

3. T oyght, I think, to spologise (J) oo account of the unfinished

state of the works, we have been 3o over anxious to open the canal for trad
that we have merely made a passing vay for the boats and have left undone

) ‘grgu- thing that we could put off and finish while the trading 1s going on.

™ I sball, in & few days, Temove my residence to Withington when, I trust,

"in & short time we shall finish up and make the canal assume & very
different appearsnce to that it has now,

(k) That part of the canal between Withington and Hereford we shall
immediately commence and (1) the time I look forward to with great-

qrx_x:létp‘f uhen we shall open the canal intc this city.

L.” “The naturé of my profession is such that it is impossible for me

to maké even a probable conjecture where the remainder of my days

may be spent after the works on this canal are finished; wherever my

work may happen to be there I must go and where ever that may be to the end
of my life {m) it will always offer me a pleasant reflection that it

ha¥ Been ‘considered that my hunble service has in any degree added to

the value ‘and welfare of this lovely county, this beautiful, fertile and
hospitable county, and I will to the end of my Yife remember with the

most pleasing sentiments of gratitude I have received from so many of

you individulally and from all of you collectively.



?aj graterul teeling (b} when 1% is concidered
c) on me (d) engagement . (e) many advantages
10 the county ' (f) and that the trafic upon it
would be, would produce a sufficient revenue
with proper economy and manggement, g suffic-
lent would be obtained for the capital neces-
sary for then, for bts termination (g) -see

(k) for all my (1) toil i) for (k) the
works (1) it will be a m) I shall

Nates

1-. .The brackets (a) to (m) represent parts crossed out in the draft
v cand;in the long passage (f) are disjointed.

2. 'Ehe punctuation has been provided by the transcriber to help
. make sore sense of the draft, the paragrephing is original.

-3« -The entry in the pocket book headed "Speech at opening'of Canal
A to Withington® is preceded by an earlier draft. . ;

L. The references to "Withington" and "into this eity" suggest
. - thet the speech was not given at Withington but in Hereford,
probably at the dinner to celebrate the occasion at the City
. Arms-Hotel, Hereford on 26.2.18lk; see also (1) the advertise-
ment asking for subscriptions to a testimonial dinner for S. Balla:.
which appeared in Hereford Journal 2. 2. 18Lk p2 col 5, top,
and (11) the newspaper report of the event in Hereford Jourmal
-~ 26. 2. 184 p3 eol: 6, top - this describes S. Ballard's speech:
© - "My, Ballard returned thanks in an exceedingly neat and modest,
but very. effective address".

S+ The earlier draft says at this point "that the benefits which
the canel would confer on the county were many, greet and
quite underreted by the county at large. I have therefore
cresecasasseans-® The Moyor adnitted in his speech at the
testimonial dinper that the Council had not done &ll it could
to help, and the comment was made in one of the pther speeches
that the apathy that had existed was now wearing away!

Both these articles are reproduced from the
Woolhope Club records by kind permission.

THA
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Une must hope that a copy of the Second Zdition has been
" preserved somewhere.
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CANAL TO WITHINGTON « G, C. Warren

The construction of the second part of tre Lerefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal, from Ledbury to Hereford,
started in the middle of Decenmber 1839, The Conpany's

new bill authorising the raising of capital to permit this
passed the Committee of the Eouse of Lords towards the end
of May 1839 and a uew share issue of 2250 £20 sShares was
made, The H. & G, Canal Company Clerk, Stephen Ballard,
estimated that the cost to finish the cansl ‘o Hereford
would be not less than £76,147 5s. 6d.

-, The canal was opened as far as Withington on 26th Pebruary

184, and a dinner was organised as a testimonial to

Stephen Ballard, The Eereford Journal of 2nd February 18LL
carried a notice asking interested persons wishing to
attend the dinner to indicate their intentions Ly the 2Lth.

The Hereford Journal for ednesday 28th February carried a
lengthy report of the proceedings during the whole day.
The copy of the Hereford Journal in the Hereford Reference
Library is obviously the first edition as it points out
that only brief notes of the speeches will be given,

“"reserving a more ample report for a Second Edition . i

However, in one of Ballard's pocket note-books there i= an
entry headed, in longhand, "Speech at opening of canal to
Withington" and I have attempted a transcription of this
draft, The reporter at the dinner was obviously fairly
good at his job as his account of Zallard's speech tallies
very closely with Zallard's own draft.

The Hereford Journal zccount of the opening of the
canal to Withington will appear in the next edition

of the Wharfinger. The ahove articles first appeared
in the records of the Woolhope Archaeological llesearch
Group, and are reproduced with the kind permission of
the author,




pey ITXiDp on the pronmouthshire & Brecon Canal

saturday 27th september 10:6 cawned bright and s inny,
vhich for a small group of peonle pPromise” the start
of.a most enjoyable fay en a twelve seater -trin hnat
balonging to re” Line Boats.

Having all assembler at tre Zdgar street Car park,
Hereford we startecd off towarfs Goytre wharf near
i.lanover vhere the boat was all rea’y for us.

Armed with nacked lunches and suitable liquid refrech-
ment we boarced tha craft and after brief nnerating
instructinons. hezcfed slowly in the direction nf
Abergarenny.

A5 most people are nn Ffoubt awars the maximm speed
limit nn a1l inlan~ waterways is 4mph - speecs abovre
this cauvses damage to banks, by arosion which can in
turn leac to massive renalr bills,

The slow speec gave us ample tirme to enjoy the autumn
beauty of the t.elsh countrysice. e caught glimpaes
of numercus squirrels rarious bircs and one excellent
sightirng of a heron.

.

we eventually stoprecd at jlanfoist sharf for our Tunch

(where we exreriencer 5 few drops of rain which luckily
“idnt core to anything). e manage” between us to turn
the boat roun” and then came the journey bac%. e found

that sitting “own all day and travelling an slowly made
us all tery tired indeeq’ 5

we reached home base at about 5.45nm and then went onr
senerate ways hame feeling tirer, harpy and new friend-
zhirs made,

Peter Woodfield.
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WILLIAM BIRD,

TIMBER & COAL MERCHANT,
| Commission Agent, )

‘GENERAL WHARFINGER,

BROMYARD AND LEOMINSTER WHARFS,
WITHINGTON.

N.B.—Goods forwarded to all parts of the Kingdom.

R.C. Jefferies, September 1984,
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EVENTS  EVENTS - EVERTS

conc.o-.ct&otilt..!‘l.-td

SOCIAL GET TOGETHER. *CHAT ANA HALF"®
....}l.‘...l.i [ E R RN NE NN ] .
We would like to meet a lot ef you members
out there. Please come alonge If you require

_ transport please contact ons of the commitee.

' An evening at the Antelppe Inn Barton Road
Hereforde. An oportunity for membders to meet -
in an informal setiing on Wednesday 14ih Jan
and Wednesday 18th Fsb 1986. Both from 8.00
Pells ONwards

Bring any photographs you maYy have. -
DO _NOT MIBS ALAN SIMPSON'S slide show on .
March Friday 20th Marc details elsewhere in
this edition and further information in the
next one. :

Some of us travelled to Leamington one very
wet evening to see his show, it was well worth
the effort. We had a very entertaining and
amusing evening. His slides are a marvelous
record of many of the disused canal tunnels
around the country, many taken at great risk.

ﬂ.....I..........---'.l.............D.....

- Our working parties. recently have been very
poorly attended. Just the same regulars
turning up. We would be very grateful for more
helps Not . just for labouring jobs but for many
other tesks such as fund raisesing, orgenising
funtions, promting the societys

We are holding several social oveningn shortly,

please come along you will be made most welcome.

We need more members on our oommites, come
end join us, there is no pres sure, we are all
volunteers and have other commitments but spare
what time we can to run the society.

—— b A

e



bed on the oposit side of th

#e also want to finish dre
to the mgin 0

to clean up th

dging the canal up
ad including the winding hole gng
© ‘area next to the main road,

Ve also woulg like to clear some of the canal

e main rogd,

Perties for the next few months gre
SUNDAY 10.30 until dusk (4.00-4.30)
B 1st MARCE 1st APRIL 5th

Our working
as follows;

JAN 4th Fr

THE HEREFORD WHARFINGER.

EDITOR. Mike Potts 3 Cranstone EBreinton

Hereford - 56392,

Produced by Nr Bernard Warburton at the
Ross On Wye resource centres

Produced quarterly. Haréh, June,
December. Date for copy l2th
month pleagss.

September,
of previous




SAIECS .
"THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTEP CANAL" °

Hard back book by David E Biek . £3%.95
The book of our canal. .

"THE DIARY OF A ROWING TOUR FROM OXFORD
TO_LONDOF IN 1875" By Howard Willisms £4.5%0
Ingluding a detailed navigation of our

callal .

Wild bird motif Key Ring & address pad 50p -
CANAL TEA TOWEL. A selection of tes towels
¥ith various canal scenes. éachess £1.95

Post cards. LYDNEY DOCKS, GLOUCESTER DOCKS,
THE WAVE IN GLOUCESTER DOCKS. 10p each

ILLUSTRATED NOTELETS. (Monkhide Skew Bridge)
Ten complete with envelopes for £1.00

BUY YOUR CHRIS TMAS GARDS RO oo v wis cveiias
LARGE SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CARD with envelope
picture Hereford Canal Basin. Each 35p
Illustrated UAP of the KINGTON~LEOMINSTER~
STOURPORT canal by Geo R Kendrick. £1.95

CANAL PECTOGRAPHS. Exenhall Lock Cottage,
Ceanal Lock (location unknown), Canal Wharf
and Lock (location unknown). Approx 2 .
ApProx 6" x 8" mounted on card £3450 egch.

Or in gilt glass frame £6.00 each.

All sales; P?fer Woédfiéld or Nike Potts see
iy Pot
inaidglyront cover Telno. & address, P inee

Flease note caf“aiqe extr w .
‘ by & 8« O Will tr an
deliver where Possitle gt no charge. Y ‘




