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Dresidens:

Y= *eter Price, Tibeeton Gcurt ®ibkerten CGlos.
Yoce Precicer iss

lgior Povert Eernmes Tighwey Jotilage Lyde Ifé

nr Tevid Eick Pound Zouse Newent Gloucester
Zer., Consultent Structural Encinecr;

Fr Porgld Munden ,ZSci{eng), CeZng, ¥ I. Struct.z.

3¢ Lyiestone Eill, Pereford.

committee

Filldam Freckrell (Chairman) Cld Pump fCottage
w“ilten Ross on Wye, (67849)

Texy rustin-Beiley {Vice fheirmen), 7 Gaisford
Ciose, Zemptom Perk, Fereford (2657C4)

Jecee Dumn , (Treasurer), Cld Deanery Eouse,
Cathedregl Close Eereford (2?2?(‘-1)

Yigel jefferies, (Secretery), 19 Wilcroft Park
Zartestree, Eereford (850661)

Robin Andrews, 2C Tovwer Roald Fereford §268854)
Phil-ip Ashurst, 1 Stopford Close PZfd (57245)
Rickerd Norley, Kew Fouse, Rocky Lane, Stobdon
Terefordshire. (¥ingsland 470)

idicheel Potts, 3 frenstone, Tprer Ercirnion
Yereferdshire (56392)

Susan Scoit, Bishon Fouse, Fiskon Common
tishopstone Efds (Eridge Sol ers 286)

Johr Storiin, 'Conifers' Lit le Tirch Efds
(Colcen Velley S4CEE9)

Peter ¥oodfield, €0, .Whittern Viay, Tupsiey
Fereford (27¢524¢)




The Merefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

A brief history,

1777 = Rober:t Whitworth, (a pupil of James Brindley) suggestod a casal from

1789 -

1796 =

1791 -

1732 <

1763 -

1796 -

1768 -

1827 -

Stourport-on=Severn to Yiereford via l.eominster, with a return link to the

Severn asear Gloucester, making a semi-circular route of at least seventy imilns.

Ricaurd lall suomittec plaas for a route from rdereford via Ledbury tc the
Severn aear Jloucaster. Shortly afterwards the course east of Ledbury wae

revised down the Leadon Jalley %o Gloucester, with a branch to Newent,

Kt a meeting neld =n the 18th Harch Hall's zlaan met with gemeral aprnroval ane
a share subscriptisn of D100 shares was opaned. The presence 57 a ccalfield
of sorts st Hewent may have bDeen used as 4 ruse IS encsurage iavestitant,
Josiah Slicwes was appointed as engineer and he estizated the zost of a sanal
followiag Hail's route, for coats 70'xd'x3'5" draugat to carry %5 tons a=m

559|5?7.15.5.

Iz April the enasling Act of Parliacent was-passed witooul amead=enct.

The capital was fully subscribed 5y the susmer and Hugh Hensirall, {(Jarces
driadier’'s Srother-in-law), was asked $o re-survey the rovte. Henahall
advised taking the canal by way of Hewent, necessitating tae constructica

of a tunnel at Oxenhall,

Tne ezasling fct for the revised route was approved and oy the autuzn tne
first 3y miles of canal from the Severa at Over, near Glcucester was comslate.

The canal was cpened to Hewent, cut coastruction was falling benind scheculs,

The construction of the Oxenhall tunnel wae meeting considerable difficulty
and incurring ruinous expenditure. At a seetin; in Noveuner the sharehclders
wers informed of the company's predicament. For ap expenditure cf €10£.000
mors than Clowea' original estimate fer the whole line, tue half-way town

of Ladoury had not oeen reached.

i a result of raising afurther £%.000 the canul was opened to one mile short

of Ledbury on the .oss-on=-Jye road.

Steohen Tallard, {aged 23) was aproinied clerk.
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.1329 - 3q£1ara submits a detailed report on the completion ol the canal which he

eatimates would ckst £53.0600.

tarat @7 Lired ralels /fjrcw:u(f
0. the 29th Sentesber, Sullard and the eivil engineer James ‘jaicer, walk
an alternative route from Prior's Sourt to Herafeord which Sullard had

p;oposed. lowever, Walker advises adnerence to the original line.

Ir iay the ict enadling the coaspany %o raise 250.000 by mortgage and 45,000
by a further share issue, in order toc coaplete the canal to fjereford passsd.

On the 17tn Hovemger re-3uiiding commenced.

In Teoruary the first Darge lgaded with coal arsived at iye strest whar?

_edaury.

In Augist, tae faecer Ffrom the {iver Froms, .(wWithin the zrounds of Canon

Frome Joust), 7o the summit tevel Gf the cunal was comnlieted.

mhe canal was opsaed to Cancn Frome whorf{ in January.
Ia February the cunal was sperned to Jithington wharf.

On the 2Znd Hay the Hereford basin was filled with watar and tne canal
compieted. The cost of compietinn was 2141436 - virtually thres $ines
gailard's sstimate, Following completion, trade barely igproved =¢ ail and
the company soushi to sell the canal to one of the raiivay compinies for
conversion into a sailwiy. dcwever, the early scrnedZes &3 builéd a railway
tg the city came tc notRing. Canssquen:iy. the compuny concentrated on

bolsterin: trade as best it could.
inecome was sufficient to pey mortgage and interest charges.

\fter Harch, trade had increasad to such an extenl that it waa necessary to
introduce a timetable for the pnssage of boate in each direction throuzh
Oxenhall tuniel, which had veen puilt to a tore of only 3' and proved to bpe

a troublesome botilensck.

The delivery in Septemoer of 130 tons of rails for the llereford = Shrewsbury

railway brought a transient increase in income.
fue Horeford - Shrewsbury railway was opened in December.

The ﬁnwport..nbarﬁiv-nny L llereford railway opencd.

Qlﬂk P 9.
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~TO0 BE FPOUED IN FEREZFORDSEIRE.

Satiafied cannibal after visit to Cathedral?

Monastic inmate’s reaction to siailar visit?

#hence he may bte seen?

Iaprobable use of crustadion to form part of

candla? -

8) "Poud, battie, sat".

€} Unravel #Wye lote.

¥/ Reverse rep in ash ton.

8) This mized up thing mey te found in o wit on
a hllls .

9) Part of the face.

Some rivers

A
e g S L

1C; Paxt of the face, (slang)

11) Early missile,

12} Querry.

132 Starts from Exeters.

14) Cen bte found in the common now that epring
is coming.

Scme larger places,
15)Heavy fruit,
16) Eeavy Monarech.
l?% Venue for worshipful liong?
18)
1%)
2

-

Eix my bar rod.

In there for dinmer.
Finally this ends all this drosse.

Richard Yorley
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| FORTHCOMING EVENTS _l

#Wﬁ-"__'__ﬂ—m“
COALCE TOUR AKD.CRUISE ON TEE EEFKETT AKRD
'_ AVON CANAL.

SUEDLE TEE §th of JUNE (Date to be confizmed) |

Uur coach ¥iil pick us up eerly on Sunday
merning erd teke us %o Bath., HJere we will pick up
our guice for the dey.

ve will see verious gites elong the canel and
be tolé egbout the histery end progress being made
in its resgtergtior.

He hope to visit ore ¢f the iwo pumping houses,
vigii Dundee ecugduct, Jgen EBill flight and various
other canel sites. After gz pub lunch cor piecnic we

-

will crvicee on onrne ¢f tne Trusi's negrrovoosis

Fireciing wr cur ccech to teke us home,
évance becking is reguired. Tickete will be

evaliigble from the 1st of April uniil the 1ls%
of Egy only. Availeble at CAMESL CRAPT §3 S+% O¥EF
STRETT HFRIFORL ¢r by pest from ¥ B PCMTS
3 CRAKSTCRE UPPER ERIIFTON EERI¥FCRD. Please include
payment witk bvooking.

Ali welcomes Plezse bring your friends ané help
to make it g2 well supnorited znd memorgtle dey.

Although I do not yet heve & Trice for the
tickets it is likely to be ebout £5 or S0Q. . ..
Further cetails willasszer in the tdmag,” and
or posters in the libreries eround the county -
or you mgy telephone me on Fereford 279123 deay
time or 56292 evenings.
' ¥ike Potts

WCRE PARTIES FCR SPRING & SUMMER

1C.CC gems siart every first Sundey in the month
et Crews Piich. Approx 2 mile south of the
Kertown Crose roadse A417 juntion on the Fereford
to Worcester rosd,

Eerch 2rnd - ppril 6th - Xgy 4ih -~ June lst

July 6tk - August 3rd & 1Cth - September 7th

MORE HELP PLEASE H e L P
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Enclosed with your Vherfinger is a letter from
the Priends of Herefodd Record Office. ie hope
you will help give them some support.

If you have not yet peid o visit to the record
office then hurry elong socn. ¥e have used the
cffice er e number of oczaisione and fourg them

gy

“iremely nelniul.

They have lecazl reccrd of zlitrpes. In
fect or £y ieost vieit I evern found =z Uian thet
hed beer sumitieé for a rropoesed canai from the
river Yye ,t Whiiney to Ereconr to join up to the
breccn and ¥oenmouinshire cengl. i

WETNSY DAY MARCH T Sth.
on iiednesday, Harch I9th, we &ré nolding anothsr
- TSCZLLANECUS SALE at THE SHIRSHALL, starting
at I0. O 2 please support your Society by
either.c” cng on the Gay, OT DY ringing
DETER wCl an Hrid. 275244 if you have a3V
saleanle suich as Nsarly wWew, Cakes, croduce,
Battlss, etc which I <=an collect.
T <chall e rleased to cee anyone wno Ccan
SDETe SO te actually help out on the stall
even if nly for half-an-hour.

some elong ané meet other members of +the societly
for a social evening. Bring elong your friencs, all
velcome. "ome and +slk censeles, give us your ideas
erd sdvice, but meinly just come and enjoy yoOours-
elves.,

4t the intelope Inn Ferton Fead Fereford

£.0C p.m. on Tednesiey the 2nd April. {Lounge
bar)




NEWSLETTER No i
January 1986

INTRCLUCTICN: You may nave heacd abcut tha
preposals for the L3537 Natilonal Aally i{n
Gioucester far =ha Augusat 3ank Holiday (29th
NATIONAL WATERWAYS RALLY - 3lari.  Altnouzh not fully asgroved thepe
GLOUCESIER '8? is now a local zommittes commi=zed ta thae
Rally. Lnz2luding most af those whao were

. Involved in the sucesarul avant in Juiy
1535, 'We are now LA the Fraparaticn phase and are Lnvestizar®ingz
Yarlsus 2ptions fsr She site. . '

SITE: Previous Sicucesrter ralites fave tesn Sazes aprsund the main
docek TAS4iNs. DUT becausse of the ra-dsvelarmervs axomat There sver
tne neat feu years, we arse locking At twe sites -earcy. Qur
srafecence 183 to uswe Lisnthcny Whars tesizZe =hae zansl and part af
"he adloining grounds 22 Llanthonyw friapy. In cese *nis =ysnz =o-
40T TC Se Pogsitliae. we ara alsa loouing aT tra *=rmar FoWar 3tatlcn
5.%e on Cestel Meads whicn iz fusve #cros3a The Rivaer Severn fram the
Zczhks.

AIMS: To gromote <ha recrearicnal and zommercial use 3f inland
wATerways, particularly the Aiver Sevarn and ~ha 3Jlouceszer and
Sharcmess Tanal, To campaign fer adequats Govermmen<s
tfia 3risish Watarwavs 3card tao allow them 32 lmprove =susina
maintenanca and to regair maior ETuetures. T3 ralse money 2o
Watarways restoratisn prolects, and ta Puclizize The restaoratica
@orK Seing carried out Sty tha Stroudwater, Thames ans Sevarn Canal
Trust. Te encourage the proviatlton cf watersida amenities in the
Gloucester arsa. with sarticular @mphnasis on the astasiishment 2 a
WaTarways Museum at the dcckas. i

i e We are ar prasenst he

MEZITI 12ing a zeries =f :=farmal meetirgs
T2 3iscuss the many asoeszy =4 SunniIng the avanz, So far these
Fe@Tligs have Deen ovar i Arink at The 3lcouces-am Yaent Club at the
Occks. The next meeting Ls:

Tue il FeT TII%pm = Finance. supplles. valunteers. subllcity and
PTOgress reparts sn otherp T2pics.
29 zome and have a znat abeus The even= Angd 38T involved with the
early Jlanning. i

HELP: We are seeking nelp and ideas frem as sany people as
Jossiia. particlarly the foliowing: :

filectrtician lumter Sign writer Wworking par:y Srganiser
Suilden Writer Journalist Graghisz artist
fhotagrapner DIY Handyman Typiart Oriver <ith wan
Advertlzing agens Wiliilng workars.

We shall be contacring Glcucestershire Sranchn members individuaily
in due zourse. S0 please te Tsady to offer whar halp you =an.

Hugh Ccnway-jones ! Grevelands. SLOUCESTER GL4 7J7
Glos 5194679

Marilya Slinn 12 Zardisland Rd. Tuffley. GLOUCESTER GLa 98z
Glos 4lloQo
Jraham Trrles L17 Leckheampton Rd. CHELTENHAM. Glos GL%) 2DC

Chelt 512802 .
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The rails of Brunel's-broad gauge reach Hereford in June, from Gloucaster,

via Hoss-—on-Jye,.

Praffic on the canal during the year reacnes 47,560 tons, ‘but oaly as a resul:

of rate-cutting incentivaes.

Financially tne most succeasful year for the company, with income amounting
to 17,027 But largely due te carryin; materials for the iWorcestor & iereford
railway.

The Wercestar 2 Herefori rarlway complatec.

Cn the *7¢% Januury the zanil company consliuded an asreement with tne lreat

Jestera and sest Mid.zns rallways, for the future conversios eI tiie zzngl
e

te a rallway 5 Zhury and Jloucester, subiect to parlizuentisy apnrevil.

The Sreat Westerr Hailway [Jereford & Gloucester Canal Vesiing) fc! pessed,
enadiing senversion of tae canal to a railway, The railway ccmpeny to pay
the cznal coazany 5,000 per annum reat in perpetuity.

‘The Last compliete year of business on the cazal.

On tne 30th June the can2l was closed to persit the construction =f the
Ledbury = 3loucester riilway, The canal compsny centinues distributlng the

smnusl =zat of 25,000 raceived from the Great sestern Failway.

Hationulizaticen of the raiiways and.ciosure of the canil company's Danks.

“he above i very larvely taken from David Bick®s book entitled “The Hervelord

L filoucester Z“anal" and publigned by The Cound :ouse, Hewent, Lisucesier.

K.o. Jefferies = becember 1983,

FUND RAISING.

Enclesed with this issue of the Wharfinger, are
some books of I'raw Tickets vwhich we hope you will
try and sell on behalf of the Society.

I1f however ' you are unable to do this, then you

may consider returning them to the promnter's
address. '



The Inland
Waterways

Association
QhouvcesTgR BRANCH

Friday 14th March 7.30 p.nm.

4 G M followed by John Gagg on"0dc Waterwey

corners.”
Theatstone Fall Gloucester.

Thursdey 17th April 7.30 p.a.

" The Hereford end Gloucester Cangli"
¥illiam Frecknall.

Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club.

Frida&' 91;}1 IrIa.Y TQSCO Palll s

Sam Llewellyn, author of "The worsi journey

in the midlands".
Wheatstone ¥all CGloucester.

Friday 30tk Yay -
I ¥ A 4Cth Anniverssry - on the (Cnedin
Lire Trail. (Details later).

Sunday 13th July
Eranch Coaech trip. Black Couniry Musewum
end Dudley tunnel. (Deteils later).

Saturday & Sunday 19-20th July
#elsh Waterweys Festival.

- For details of these evenis contact;

Kerilyn Slinn Gloucester 411040

WELSH WATERWAYS
FESTIVALRALLY 1986

Pontymoile
Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal
19-20 July 1986
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RESTORATION £

Altheough ovr Shristmes
Fiomlt Deriitdrent gudTe wedd
Sans e iy = vy aldl
TimE Ile e 8 t
SeRR Yery Kid S
The Smalld 1
pepaing ot O T
56 W€ naYe Teesn moking
HBosG nge ef St X fex of
ue heve te:n out several he
Wwegtner. Me have excavet end
by the fakaleice builain = dntn
Ere viindime nel €.
We hone tim to te able t¢ laiinech a small bosi,
2iter Turiper dredzings
Vie gre trvime to orgenise s Weers weork-in fer
lgter in tle sum:. er. The Gete provisiornely is
2ré - 1Gth fupgust ineclusive. If you are gvecilegtle
ané weuldé to rive a kend nlezse let us know.
Vie wo il-e to see more new feces pt the
work reri “lepse come elong end‘or encoursge
more o J i

Iike Ictits

Ton't forpet our aniuusl generel meciing next
montih. ¥e recuire more volunteer for our committee.

we wish 50 extené our very sreteful thanks to
\7illiem Frecknpll for his nelp as cheirmen. Will
ie stending down éue to 2 change of wcrkplace.

His job noew teing at Bewcley makes it impossidle
for tim to atend our mectinge. we wish him good
luck.,




SALES &
GIETS

BOCX3
"PEE HEEREFORD AND GLCUCESTER CANAL"
by David E Bick £3.95
"Nalking Canals"
by Romald Russell £5.55

3toudwater and Thames and Severn Canals
Towpath guide” By Michael Herdford & David

Tiner £5.95
nThe Diary ¢f a Rewing Tour From Oxford Jo
Londaw in 1875" by Howerd Williams. £f4.50C

nMhe Thames and Jsvern Canal'
by Humphrey Zousehcld.£2.85

Wild 3ird mo*if, with addrsss pad 507
MAPS

"A nex_map of the Xingion-Lscming ter~-
gtourpart canal™ Geo R Xendrilck: £1.95

PCSTCARDS (Historis)

/

The Tocks Lydney. 10p

The Docks Glcucestier, 1ce

The Wave in Glcucester Docks. 10p
ILLUSTRATSD NOTELETS

Monkxhide Skew bridge. Pack of

ten complete with envelopes. £l1.0C
Greetings 0ard {nc message) Tznel
Fesin picture. H%iih envelope. ZEp

- o - 2

Please add postage to your order.

Books 50p each, other items 50p total.
Kaximum postage £2,00. Refund if less.
Orders to; Mike Potts or N Jefferles.

SUPPORT THE SOCIETY.




