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CAKAL EISTCRY

The three pictures in this edition are copies

of photographs kindly loened by Mr Pasil Butcher
of Hereford. We presume that they are in fact pic-
tures of the Wereford and Gloucester canal.

The one picture is Lock Cottage at Cxenhall
but we do not know where the other two are. If you
think you krnow where they were or if you know
someone who might recognise them please let me
know.

The Lock and bridge picture certaimly locks
the style used on the cenel end looking at the
landscape it may be somewhere between Newent end
Glcucester, but this is only a guesce

The Yharf may perhaps be at or Hear Leddbury.
Copy's of these photographs are avaeilable for sele,
see the back sales page.

These pictures will be on show at CAMFRPA CRAFT
5% 8t OWEN STREFT HEREFCRD for a while along with
two paintings of the Skew Bridge kindly givem by
¥r Arthur Rettalick. See elsewhere in this edition,

EDITCR
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Roy, our digger driver, did an excellent job
working in very difficult conditions, often unable to
see where his bucket was digging. Cur 3~ton dumpers
were very useful with their sharp turning and were very
manoeuvrable yet still able to carry a good quantity at
a time. It was hard to keep pace with the rapid
excavations of the digger as only three or four bucketfuls
would fill a dumper,

We saw quite a lot of wildlife during our work and it
is hoped that by a waterfilled resrvoir will provide an
ideal habitat for many more species. Herons, coots,
ducks and even a kingfisher were seen, and at one point
the digger picked up a grass snake which slithered off
gracefully into the undergrowth,

Cur next job will be to tidy up the towpath, and then
to set about restoring the towpath teneath the Skew
Eridge., We will also have to complete the dredging up to
the main road. It is hoped to have most of this completed
before our Open Day next June, We will need a lot of help
to finish these jobs so please if you zre able come along
and give us a hand at our work parties,

RS -
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OXB¥HALL LOCK AFD LOCK COTTAGE.
As 1% appears in David Bick's excellent book on .
the Canal. The Cottage still stends and is owned
by ome of our members. The lock chamber also
remains gnd even part of the gate stucture but
the mext lock has disappeared completely.

-

_ 198k and All That}
Apelogles for the date on the cover of t
o he last
WVBarfimgepsy 3¢ must have been the bottle of cider in
the Editew?s office that did it, Please amend your
copy to wesd 1986,
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Sunday June the 2?nd saw- the unveiling of a

society plaque on Tunnel Fouse AShApertén.

The house until this year was derelict and I
for one never thought I would ever gee it outher
wise. Er And Xrs Peach has restored it to its
former glory end invited us to the unveiling.

About 40 or 50 people attended the unveiling
of a plaque supplied by Nigél Jefferies'by ¥r
Stephen Ballard, grandson of the Cangl engineer,

Our picture shows ¥r David Blck, Kr Stephen

Ballard and lr Peachs
We thank them for their hoapztallty and for

their interest in our society.
EDITCR
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| FORTHCOMING EVENTS

RESTORATICE WORK PARTIES 1986

Site Crews Pitch Vharf. 10.00C gems to 4.30 pem.
SURDAY Tthb SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY 5th OCTOBER
SUNDAY 2nd KCVEMBER
SUKRDAY 7th DECEMEER
Volunteers réquired. If you require trensport

please wontact one ¢f the committee. All mede
welcome.,

SUNDAY CCTOBER 12th. CANAL WALK.

If enough interest, I will organise a walk-
drive to the VWorcester-Firmingham Canal.
If you are interested &/or require
transport please conta®t me as soon as possible
at Camera Craft 3 St Cwen St Eereford tel
Efd 27%123% or at home on Fereford 56392
Mike Potts :

As we had a very enjoyable coach tour
and cruise in June I will organise one again
next spring. Tatch your Yharfinger.

—

I

—_——

* ¥ % CANAL ARTIST * * *

" The Society wishes to thank Mr Arthur Rettalick
for the two beautiful paintings of the Skew Bridge,
Monkhide, which he has presented to us. A greet deal
of work must have gone into them, and it is very much
appreciated,

The paintings will be on display at Camera Uraft,
53 St Owen S5t., Fereford, for some weeks in the autuun,

manal cmenun Y e Yo cwmamamas: ol o Pesbeswsm i aade:d s pwes



Three Men in a Boat ettt 4

On the last day of August four members of the Society, all keen and eager

'to learn the finer points (or in some cases, the bnn!csﬁ of narrovwboat handling,
set off to join Cliff and Joan Fenny on thelr boat "Alexander" for & one-day
course at Worcester, Ve nearly hadn't gone = only days earlier the tail-end of
Burricane ‘Charlie had heen battering the country, leaving the Severn fast-flowing
and closed to all but the largest boats with the Alexander, returning (rom the
wational Garden Festival and Zlleamere Port, stranded at Stourport. However, the
water levels dropped almost as rapidly as they had risen and, as {f on cue for .
our excursion, the rain stopped, the clouds evaporated, and the sun shone all day.

The flexander is an zll-steel narrowboat 383 feet in length and weighing some
15 tons, ahd by this time wvas back at her moorings at Diglis Basin in Wercester.
First an introductory talk and tour of the boat, then a gquick cup of coffee and
ve found ourselves under way, with two of our number operating locks and the
other two receiving instruction in steering.

And so we made steady progress elong the Birmingham and Worcester as the
morning went on, taking turns so that everyone had a go at everything, winded
the boat, and tackled the same locks going downhill. Ye chose a green and shady
bank %o stop for lunch - only to find as we drove our mooring-stake into the
ground that we were being besieged by angry wasps, We had managed to run our bovs
into the one point on the bank where there was a large wasps' nest. e rapidly
pushed off and headed down the cut pursued by wasps who despite their fierceness
did not sting anyone, We aventually had our lunch half a mile further on where®
one of our party succeeded in getting wet, smelly and muddy.

T still maintain it doesn't really count as I didn't fall in., It's just that
the water had eroded the Bank behind the concrete edge of the canal and I stepped
on what I thought was srass only to find myself up to knee level in very smelly
mud, Joan found a spare pair of shoes to lend me (despite Cliff's advice, I'd
forgotten to bring a spare pair) while my things speedily dried in the sun and
breeze, Our sandwiches tasted all the hetter for the open air and a glass oxr two
of beer.

‘e passed through the two broad locks onto the Severn, where the level of mud
on the banks was clear evidence of the state of the river only the day before.
4e found the beat remarkably manoeuvrable, and soon learned the art of mooring
(always upstream) and winding, with the boat virtually pivoting about its centre
of gravity. Technigues on the open river, with Its wind and currents, were guite
a contrast to the more confined canal, and it provided a nice balance to see both,
Our-antics coming and going and pivoting,and mooring in tight spaces only to
immediately leave again cust have provided a free afternocon's entertainment to
the Sunday strollers on the bank,

A final cup of tea, and practice at removing the weed hatch - always left until
last on the course because by Fenny's Law, had we done it earlier in the day our
:rog:llor would shortly aftervards have become entangled in a handy Sainsbury's

rolley. "

To sum up ~ a most worthwhile day, especially valueble for complete novices
such as myself but also an enjoyable day out for those amongst us who were more
experienced. Our thanks to T1iff and Joan for organising it and being so helpful
and -patient. And finally, it is hoped to have another one fairly soon. The cost
is £15, and if you'd 1like to go on it ring Mike Potts (Hereford 56392) as soon
as possible,

Robin Andrews,



CANAL EISTORY

The three pictures in this edition are coples

of photographs kindly logned by Mr Pasil Butcher
of Hereford. We presume thaet they gare in fact pic-
tures of the Hereford and Gloucester cangl.

The one picture is Lock Cottage at Oxenhall
but we do not know where the other two gre. If you
think you krow where they were or if you know
someone who might recognise them please let me
know.

The Lock and bridge picture certaimly locks
the style used on the cenel end looking gt the
landscape it may be somewhere between Newent and
Glcucester, but this is only a guesc

The Tharf may perhaps be gt or Hear Ledbury.,
Copy's of these photographs are available for seile,
see the back sales page.

These pictures will be on sShow at CANFP2A CRAFT
23 81 CWEN STRETT HERIFCRD for a while glong with
two peintings of the Skew Bridge kindly givem by
lir Arthur Rettalick. See elsewhere in this edition,

EDITCR
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Roy, our digger drivexr, did an excellent job
working in very difficult conditions, often unahle to
see where his bucket was digging, Our 3~ton dumpers -
were very useful with their sharp turning and were very
manoeuvrable yet still able to carry a good guantity at
a time, It was hard to keep pace with the rapid
excavations of the digger as only three or four bucketfuls
would fill a dumper,

We saw quite a lot of wildlife during our work and it
is hoped that by a waterfilled reervoir will provide an
ideal habitat for many more species, Herons, coots,
ducks and even a kingfisher were seen, and at one point
the digger picked up a grass snake which slithered off
gracefully into the undergrowth,

Our next job will be to tidy up the towpath, and then
to set about restoring the towpath teneath the Skew
Bridge, We will also have to complete the dredging up to
the main road, It is hoped to have most of this completed
btefore our Open Day next June. We will need a lot of help
to finish these jobs so please if you are able come along
and give us a hand at our work parties,




We wish to thank in Particular My Colin Stone-Fey
for the mogt €enerous loan of hig digger gt no cost
whatsoever to us, 2150 to thank Roy Parkes the driver
for hig 8kill ang helpfulnegg Which wepnt far beyong the

Bet
Michael Potts, William Freoknnll, Robin ang Davig vs,
Tony Auatin-Bailey, James Dunn, Colin Betts, My Williame
Gro arm ;

Our thanks also go o ¥r ur Bigglestone
and the Blaip Tamily of Monkhig or their
help co—operation. Also thanks i the m

Restoration mooy £ ¥e have regeiyeq o 8ift from ;
David ang Karen Andrews of Chester of o 1 o
iill-hnok, complete with the Sooioty'l initiale on f

the handie, Thank you boty ToXY much = it 917 help
in our way 8gainat the nettles}

Proﬁuced by I'p Serngpd Warburton at the

Produceg QUerieriy, Harch, June, September,
Dee&mber. Date fop COCPY 12%h of Previcus !
honth plegae.
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