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LELCOME s

_ Welcome to the Uerefordshire and Gloucester

- shire Zanal cociet,,r. e hope your stay will be a

~long one. o

If you hawe. Just JOlned or are visltlng us on

- our open- day ve do hope you will congider joining

, our uerry band. You will be made most welcome.

e need the. supvort of our members to enable
us to prcoceed. Without mepbers there is no Society
and the canal would be lost.

Telp us to preserve gnd restore the canal.
Canals all over thie couniry are being restcred and
rot only do they make cruising a very enjoyable
pastine but rambling, fisking, bird vatcning and
Just relhxlng enjoying the countryside.

Cur society is now gaining recogmition by the
local councils and waterways groups. '
Ve have had moral and fingntugl help from the

welsh ater authority, the Inland waterveys Ass
1at10n, and plant loan from the Vaterwvays Recovery
Group. South Fereford Tistrict founcila alvern
Fills and Tereford city councils have stated that
- they will try and preserve the line of the manal.

The Toman road bridge over tle carial in Yeeecw
ford is to be demolished in a road widening sceme,
al though we are unable to save the bridge we have
by negotiation been able to get a navigable culvert
put beneath the new roade.

Locgl contractors and business companies
have consulted us over various canal sections.

i'e are at last starting to make some nrogres%
at least now quite a number of local peonle know
tiuat there was onef a« canal that ran from Hereford
to Gloucester and thet there is a group trying
to preserve this canal.

we cannot grow at the rate we znecd to without
more support, for this we need more members and
more helpers. Mot Jjust with restorsztion but in

gcotiating with land owners, business people
counglls etc, advertising and promoting the canal,

arranging events, conservagtion, producing
leaflets and publications, and generally naking
pecople aware.
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S0 please crie cand jeoin us, persugde rour fiends
fo do.l}’: Us.,.. \ :
For just g few pounds a year weé can make

pregress gna you can enjoy our ef” orts, we
arrvange verious wals, outings, slide’ shows and
socigl eventu. Tou will rechve a quaWerl copy
of "The vharfingert.

e a?'v'r teful. for-any of Four com*ents
orumilcles for nroduction. Plegzseé send then in.

= - "¥ikKe Potts
.Evzxgg. :

YORKING PAPTY 7PDU8 PIPAL.
SUEDAY 72 Jure 1CeClarm - 4.5 by o

CPEY DAY MCTEEIDE -
SURDAY 28th JUFE 11.00am - S.C0pn.

WCERING 2ARTY “FT‘"ITP
QUT.AY “th SULY 10.GCam = 4.3Cpm. _

SUETAY 1ch JULY .
CCACH TOTR & “Ahhl TRUISE.

e

JOREING PARTY MONUEIDE
SUEDAY 2nd AUGUST 1C.CCams - 4.30pn.;

Cther events, more information in the next
ecitiong i ' ' _
. Perefori & Gloucester cenal puidec tour
in Septenber. .
Soeial evening and grand drwaw Friday
11th September Tereford Monserveiiwe club.
SEE CUR STAND AT T7E NATICNAL WATFPUAVS RALLY
HAVEFEBURY JUXTICE near foventry on the
AUGUST SAUK “OLITAY TERKFMED. f*f you would 1i
to help man it please cortact one of  tho
som ittee )




THE EFFLUEET SOCIE
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It was a time of glory. Industry aspired and
science reigned supreme. The empire spread through
out the world, plundering in the name of civilisat-
ion and accumulating wealth which flnanced
factories and machines in rural Fngland.

Great chimneys pointed skyward and giant wheels
turned, changing the landscape. Goods manufactured
in Fngland were renowned for their quglity and
ingenuity. To disperse those goods a religble
transporti systenm was needed to relay them across
the countzy.

50 an intricate network of waterways was devis-
ed. FMature was an obstacle toc be overcome and the
Victorian engineer was a craftsman supreme. Dut
the pace of life incregsed and the demand for speed
nade canals superfluous., 5

before long the system fell intoc decline as
the train and now the juggernaut superceded it.

As tke patern of life changes there comes an
elesnent of nostalgia - a yearrning to return o
en gge vwhen life appears to be more than tranquil.
Conserve®ion is af indulging in the past and a
practical attempt to preserve the quality of life.
L true conservaticnist, whatever ithe interest that
drives them, is a person aware of the heritage
around us. T4at awareness is irportant if there
is to be any repl attempt to improve the enviro-
nmente

You are conserVationlst but whatever you do
effects something elsey, Thats what ecology means.
FTeology is a biologicesl term which refers to the
dependance of one species to another. If we destroy|
sonething, then tha® loss has some sort of efiect
oNn USe _

Your disucged canal has become a different sort
of habitat, harbcuring a variety of wildlife some
of which could be rare. EBefore any work is initi- |
ated proper surveys with input from other interest
groups should be made and a nmanagenment plan drawn
up. Sometimes difficult decisions will hgve to be
nade but at least they can be nmade with the know-
leége and with the least conflict.

- : conte.




6

. ater is an integral element of canzls and
very often something we take for grented. Again
it was the Victoriens who worked so hard to
enakble us to adopt that atiitude. Fut like the
canal systemour water systen is in danger of
collapse. Tuch of the water we drink is draswn
from rivers. In some cases the some water is
treated seversl times before it reaches us
through oud 1apPsSe Unfortunately present polices
have led to a deterioration in standards and as
a result the quality of our weter 1is declining.
“his comes out at o time when our riwers and
cepals are under their createst threat. Tater mno
pollution cen be catagerisec as followss
1) Industial - inegluéing heevy netals, toxic

chemicals, oil and radiation.

2);ﬁgriculturgl - including silage, slurry, pest-

icides and nitrates.
3) I"egical - including drugs and radiogctive
isotopes from hospitals.

4) Dorestic - including detercents, chenicals .
and GrugS.
£} Water suthorities - ineluding sewsge and

SeueTrafte
tlithough most ffluent discharges come within

the reguired legal levels there is rcal concern

that each incident cowbines %ith those tefore
causing a "souping up effect".

Tt is reckoneé that only 0.04 #?of pdplluters
sre taken to couri. Vith a maximun fine of £2o000
plus costs it is rarely a deterent to unscrup-
ulous incdustials locking to save ¢on the high
costs of toxic waste disposal.

'n some arens the river environmemt and
ecology has suffered severe damage efiects from
wotorisid boats. An extreme exaaple is the Vorfolk
Troads, an arecp wnich is adopting protective reg-
ulations to preserve the urique aspect of the
Froadsee ) .

‘‘ore problems have been introduced by the use
of chemiwsls such as Triutyltis (T2T) used to
paint the rulls of ile inland craft - e totally
unnecessary hazard under the circumstanees. '

Richmond gnd Twiclkenhagm Friends cf the Farth

cont,,

I}



are setting up a cempaign to protect the weter T
envircnment. It 1s an issue that affectis every-
one. ith thet in mind we hope 1o set up a net-
work of groups at grass roots level to monitor
conditions and create pressure for siricter
comtrols. Tpe camvaignwill be centrally co-ord-

ingted %o bulld ur a plcture of the CGULuIy e
are elregdy in Tationgl nagotistions with anglers
and unions of the industry and would like to
bring in interested organisations to develop
policy and finance a full time cempaign.

All further enrnquiries should be diected toj

Richnond gnd Twickenham Triends of the Tarth
Pox 31 Twickenhgm 79121015
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OPEN DAY AT 'CNEFIDE

Orn Sunday the 28th of June 1987 our Manal site
at fonkhide will be open to the public. 110014 =502,
You will be able to see the first restored
navigable section of tue canal. See the first ever
steam bost on the canal. ind possibly see the
first mgin navigetion of ihe eanal for almost
one hundred years!
There will be many otper attractions for people
of s8ll ages
Canal film show, Society slide show, rally
of suall boats and sanoes, (hopefully, boat trips)
i { CGross Life saving denomstation, refreshments,
aglClan and other aturabtlonu.
norie end see the progress ve hpve made in the
last few yearss See where our efiorts and your
money has Deen usedes
¥roa g dry overgrown depruolon in the ground
to e navigations :
3ec the magnlflcent Skew Tridge anﬂ'hopefully
cru‘se under it. '
¥ost 1mportant of 211 see TO0T t*ere.

W TE'B’
\,IT ?L HS‘E*_*.._;\:




YORKINC PARTY RFPORT. 9

"Despite the attendance at working parties being
almost non existant! A lot has been dohe in the
last few months.

Peter Ball has dredged thgwinding hole at frews
Pitch twice. The weather having beaten us agein
at the first attempt. He has dredged right up
to the main road culvert and cleared the fore
court here# Xijr Parnes has levelled the ground
here and tidfed up ready for our open day. Ve
5t1ill neen much help to prepare for the 2B8thl

Further along thre canal more work has taken
placee. Peter Pall has dug a drainage channel
along the entire length of canal from the skew
bridge right up to the end bridge in ’'onkhide.

Fis gallant efiorts have made a giant stride
the the restoration programne.

Unforitunagtely his digger got very deeply stuck
in the mud at the end of the section. It took
a lot of work from Peter and his Tollegues ftc
retreive 1it.

Kot the first time Peter hgs got into trouble
helping us, but nothing daunts him and we do
very much aphretiate his help.
Although thid section looks a bit of
a muddy nmess aob the moment it is already starting
to dry out. Topefully our open dey will raise
enough finsnce %o clegsr this next section.

A vast change has taken place here. It is now
pbssible to stand on the towpath west of the
Skew bridge and see past the accomodation brige
in lMonkhide willage. - :

¥e thenk Fr Clay, !'r Fdge, Mrs Parnes and
of course Peter Ball for thé&ir help and co-oper-
ation. én this work.
Progress has speeded up depite wvery poor
attendances during the last twelve months.

e need your help and suprorf. Plegse visit

us on our open day, and bring your friends tooe

I"ike Potis




1O 1yus® cOPSEOLDS; superbly converted stone

coach house. Sleeps 4/5, country dairy decor,
central heating, microwave, dishwasher, washer-
drier, fridge-freezer. Private lane to canal.
Available long lets, weeks, midweek bresks or

wveekends.
‘Tel Finckley (045%5) 611508/616687/63%13%73

(Plesse mention "The Wharfinger)

I W A DONATION

At our recent annual general meetlng Mr David
Ettles presented ns with g most generous dongtion
of & cheque for £5C from the Gloucester branch
of the Inland Vaterways Asociation. This will xelp
our nov flggo -ing restoration fund.

QUR THANES T0;
The Cathedral School.
- For their help and support ané for the

use of thier premises for many of our meetings

end events. ¥ithout thier help we would have

&reaﬁ difficulty in finding a venue.

Mr & Mrs A WATKIVS CF METALWORK SUPSLIER.

Mr & . Yrs A ¥Watkins of Metalwork Supplies.

For the kind donation of a towing uvracket,
enabling us to move the Smalley to various
sites.on the Canale.

Peter Pall.

For the. tramendous amount of work he has
done recently to retsore the canal and without
who's help our open.day would not teke place.

The people of lonkhide.
~ For thier co-operation patience , under-
standing and assistance during the past few
yearse.
A full 1list of nelpera for our open day will
appeaer in the next edition of "The Yharfinger"

*ike Potts




NEEDED, A HCME FCR TFE S0CIETY. 11

The fanasl Society desperately needs s home,
a base to work from, & room to sitpre various
dccunments, records and photographs.

At the moment gll the Society's psaver
work is spread around the vardous hemes of the
committee's menmberss S0 many of us are un-aware
of the logation of many of the items often
needede.

As ss usual we are very poor it would have
to be either rent free or st e very nominal
rent (we would obviously pey for any electricity
used). .

A spere room, a parage, an outhouse even
a garden shed would probaly be alright. Just
somevhere that we can use to do sowe work in,
to store our documents etc and a few of us to
meet to disvcuss ltems occaissionally.

o you have any spare space, in or closs
to Fereford would be idezl. If you are able
to help or know someone that can help us please
contact one of the committiees

' ¥ike Potts

AYY UE-NXEEDED ARTIZLES?

I need your griticles for the production of our
. regular megazine. ' '

Your feelings orn our work, events and any
comments you have agbout the society. Any canal
stories. Tad a cangl holiday you can recomend?
Tell us about it. Crosswards, puz:les drawings.
I am interested in sll sort: so long as they
are canal or waterway based =

infortunately i have had only one other iten
feor this edition that i have not writltén myself,
and other than obvious news I am repldly runn-
ing out of ideas.
BTITDR.

Please excuse my spellin gnd tYpIn 2,

I do my best with your Wharfinger so I

ap:logise for any errcrs that do ocuur.
(Editor) ¥ike Potts




12 ,0CKED IK or LCCKED OUT?

The section of canal we have beecn working on
at Crews pitch is now navigable. Althcugh not
dredced to full negvigation-width it is sufi-
icient for the passage of a canal boats.

.e are sbout to ta ke on restoration of the
next section, from the Skew bridge up to the
end of Ionkhide. 4 ¢rainasge chennel has already
been dug and the spoil is rapidly drying out.
Some of this spoil will form the towpath but
vast quentities will have to be removed Which
will mean s lot of work and a fair smount of
money. Fopefully a goog respon .e on our oOpen
day will raise us some funds towards this.

e will then have about one nalf mile of
clear navigation with threc attractive canal
bridges spenving it.

we then face a MAjor problem. At the far
end of 'onkhide the canal has been filled in
completely and at Trews Pitch only a small
culvert passes under the main road.

‘e have pernission to clear the next short
section towards the Lymin and ebout to seck
permission to clesr further. This section betwu-
een Nrevs Pitch and the XKymin includes one lock,
of which only a chkange in level remains unless
the lock is merely burried (wishful'thinking}.

To navigate between our restorea section
and this section involves the very major problem
of crossing the very fast main road. ¥o 1ift
bridge hexrel

Cur imrediaste thoughts to this problem ares
1) A new bridge would have %o be built.

2) %ot enough headroom would be left for canal

craft should o bridge be nade.
One possible solution to this problem is the
removal of the next lock and the re-position
of it at Crews pitch. This would then give us
plenty of headroom. A thorough survey would
heve to be made first btut it nay be an answer
to our problen.

liike Potts




-énjodable daye Anivlng back af“ﬁerefcrd about ki
n? ¢Cpn Leominster about ?, 30pm’s -

'am sure this yeers will alsos 'Please come’ along

L0
sl
Rass

.‘r..i' .u & 1 3 )

CAN&L CRUISE AYD CPA"H ”OUP.

a4 HE L

Cn Sunuay tue'iQfB of”Tuly our coach w111 leave
Leomlnster at B.goam arrlve at Hereford and

égo aerellct but now restoreu.
CQureoach will: tr take~us-h0ﬁe after . a very.

\.‘-a

Last years outlng was' ?ery eﬂboyabld and Tk

all ages welcome. (Fot tod much Walking)s
_ Tickets %o 1nclude coach and Fruxse are_¢g.00
adults and £4. 00 children tnder 14._ :

Any excess left from 00qté?will go tu the
Canal Society's general funds .

Tickets available fromj The Canal sita on our
open day (last day for booking, the 23th june),
from Camera Nraft 53 St Cwen St Hereford or from
Iike Potts / Cranstone Upper Breinton Hereford
by post, cheque P.C with apnlicatlon pIEasel

Limited number availsgble. Pléase getbiyour
ticket early. Shoulu there be insuficient
bookings to make tlc¢ trip v1ab afall fees will
be fully refunded. :

Ji

'HuB. All profits from the trip boat CABRINA
go towards the restoration of the Mroitwich
cengls. T '




X DROITWICH CANALS TRUST

Enjoy the tranquility of cruising at 3 mﬂes per hom on ‘the cut'in the comioﬂable surroundings of the .
trip boat ‘Sabrina’. _ _ .

ON THE RESTORED DROITWICH BARGE CANAL
- CANAL BOAT SABRINA _

Named after the Goddess of the River Severn, Sabrina is a purpose built steel
passenger boat 64 feet in length with a beam of 10 feet. Seating 60, or 45 with full
catering, Sabrina has all the facilities one wouild expect in a luxury boat; full central
heating, fully equipped bar serving also soft drinks and confectionery, flush toilet and
a light airy open plan seating area. The seats can be configured to suit any
requirement from the small intimate party to business conferences and club outings.
Souveénirs Ofthe trip are available from the bar. A commentary on the history of the
canal and the restoration will be given on request during the trip.

'THE CRUISE
Sabrina travels South West down
the Canal through the outskirts of
the town into the peaceful
Salwarpe Valley through six
bridges and two swing bridges
past Salwarpe Village to
Ladywood where the boat is
turned at the head of Lock 1

_ before returning to Droitwich,
Total distance 6 miles taking 3
hours. The boat may be moored
at Ladywood to allow passengers

© “The Seai of the  “to-walk down the Lock flight to
Ot Dol Carcs Qg " view the restoration.

i




NPEE WEARFINGER" ? _ 15

Yes folks g new lock and a new ngme. Do not
forget we are the FHereford and GLCUNESTER Ganal
Society sé why is our magazine called "The
Fereford Yharfinger! It was really named from
the Uharfingers house at Withington!

S0 from now on it will be called just "The
L harfinger".

e have members spread all over the country,
the majority being in Ferefordshire. Ve would
like to have many more in the Cloucester end
of the Cfanal end perhaps form a second group
closer to Gloucester.

Yembers please!
rike Potis

WIN A WEEKS ECLIDAY CF TIE
ABERGAVENLY AND BRFCZOK CANAL.

RET LIKE HOATS of CGoytre harf have very
generously dongted a wecks hire of a luxury
boat for a femily of four to cruise this very
begutiful waterwey Bor s weck next years

4 most enjoysble week may Dbe had exploring
this waterway. Cruise south and visit Pongypool
and Cwmbran. North stopping off fo visit many
of the pretty little villages close to tkhe
nanal. Under the 1ift bridge at Talybont,
thrbugh Ashford tunnel. Though the short flight
of locks to Erecon. A most relaxing holidey
with only a few locks to operate but many
cangl side puts to visitd

CANERE ORAFT of St Cwenst Tereford have
kindly donated a2 35nx compact camera with built
in flazsh as a second prize.

A third prize will be provided by the Canal
fociety.
Tickets will be on sale at our Cpen day
and other egvents or from committiee members.
SVPRO RT YOUR LOCAL CANAL.




SAVE S

BOCKS
HPTE HEPEPCORD & GLCUGTSTER OANALM
Terd tecked book by David I' Bick. The book of
our canal. ' £5, 50

HTTE DIARY OF A BRCWINKG TOUR FROI CYXFORDL TQ
LCRDCN IX 1878

Py Hovierd VWiliiams. Including a deteiled

nav1 ation of the canal from Gloucester to
=-e:nr-t-:fc-rcl and then on to the River Wye. £4.50

IEY RIXC & ADDREST PAD, with wild bird mo#ifs

2%
only E0p

SATAL TFA TGUEL, Selection of atractive tea
towels depicting vaerious canrel scenes. £L1.45

POST CARDS. 1) Lydney Canal Tocks. 2) Glcucester
docks. 3} The wawe in Glcucester docks. 1Cp each

Larze general pW@rpose grectiing card with
envelope. Picture Tereford Tanal Basin. 35p
Illustrated notelets. Picture ‘onkhide Skew
Eridges Ten with envelones 1000

EISTORIZ CAKAL PIOTURES. Topies 6xB mounted

on card. 1) Gxenhall Lock Cottages 2) Zanal
Loci: ‘locetion unknown) %' fanal “harf and Lock
{location unknown). each f3.50

211 saples; Peter :‘oodfield or ike Potis
(see inside cover for tel/adcress)
Postage extra unless we can eas*ly deliver.




