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TOTAL CANAL RESTORATION

In reply to Richard Moriey's article in the last editicn of
he Wharfinger, I muset first point out that I wholieheartedly

respect Richard's views. Richard is & keen and very active

member of the Suciety and has been for a number of years.

I kave hLad an interest in the canal for manv years, a number
of ihem belfors the Society'sz tormation, so when I first Leard
01 tne Inaugural Meeting, 1t was music to my ears]| I would
love to see the canal Tully restored anc although the tasic

is enormcus, I will dc as mucl, as I possibly can towards this.
Qur ei'l'orts wray never ashieve this end, but it will not be

for the lack of trving.

I agree tiat we must restore the iengths wnich are more feas-
ible, Sut we mus*® not igncre the less feasible. We have nac
permiszZsion To restcre one short asretch whaich at tne moment
18 ro mare thar a field, with no trace of & camal im it, It
ran along the ecge of the field. byt has since neen 2'illec in.

i gur aim was just t: restore sectiens, we would
n port we noed. Local auvthorinies and tTourist

= iikely o suppori us L7 4 =% a

a i Jeing a good tourlst atiraciion. A Teasonanle
length wiith perhaps a trip boat and otrher activities — poat
and canal use,; fishing and leisure walks would bring some
suppert and refurn, But T feel il would be mainly of local
in v. Much more of the canal i= likely to cisappear
uniess 1inferest is shown in all of tha canzi.

It is in the last couple of vears that tioe Society has Teally

starzed tc mave. We are geaining credibility in the eyes of

many bodies, restoration work is speeding up and public

‘interest is growing. Althougn tihe ultimate aim may be fully

to restors the canal, I fe2ael that the Scoeiety has always been

aware ¢f Its limitaticns, acts and treads very carefully so
lose

&
as not to logse the credibllity it has gaincd.

The sasit »f restoration is ensrmous, bul if a major road were
to be Suriit sn the route, I am sure that obstades wouls be
some way or another, The real problem, of course,
ansge, Lven a land-lockad canal iz of great interest
is leng ensugh = ° gocd examples sre the Monmouthshire
and Wrecon czanals - but the scopc could b= enormous sahould
it be linked to the waierways network.

I agree the morev could be better =nent on the l2ss foriunate
of the world perhaps, but one could say that of anything.

The money spent on one nuclear weancn. threaiening many lives,
would feed millions. We are 2 natiorn of possessors - the
advertising anc marketing of products promotes this, - but
these ceys, unfiortunately, the gar between the haves and the
have nots is rapidly growing anc it's happening right here on
Qur own doorstep. Pernaps even cur small efforts may provide
jobs for some of the less fortunate of us.

The leisure industry is the fastest growing industry in the
country and we have quite = potential scurce of employment
available, not cnly ir restoring the canal, but in tho main-
tenance of it, caral side trade and canal use.

Mike Potts 1:‘2-‘5
i
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I.W.A. NATIONAL RALLY = HAWKESBURY, 1947

Bam on a fine August morninrg aaw three of Ma at Hawkesbury
Junction, near Coventry, hard a work erecting the timber frame
that would house the first ever display of the Herafordshirae
and Gloucestershirs Canal Society at the Inland Waterways
Association Rally.

By 9am we had successfully worked out wnich timber went where,
tightened all the bolts and cladded it in wataorproof sheeting.
When tha Showground was opening to the publiec at lQam w8 were
putting the finishing touches to our display and soon after
that our first customers were putting their noses aruvund the
entrance.

For the next three days they kept on coming: the Knowledgeable,
("Wby did Stephen Ballard site the Skew Bridge at Monkhidae?)

the aaive ("Hertfosrd seems a long way from Gloucester") and

the plain uninterested ("I den't want to win a holiday on the
canal - I didn't even want to come hera today!~).

Dut come they did - and many toek the time ta peruse our gosters

and %o ask questions. WE had our formal visitors - Xen Good~-
win (Chairman of the I.W.A.), asscrted dignstories and a brace
of loeal mayers - but the best contacts wers the informal ones;

the person who would look around the stand and star:t talking
and iurn out $o be the Editor of a2 Waterways Magazine, or a
famous Hiastorian, or even someone who _ived near zhe iiereford
and Tloucester Canal and di< not koow of its axistence. It
worked the other way too, walking round other people's displavs
is a good way of getting our Socie:y known te a wider audiasnce.
Thers were all sorts of unexpected results - like tho lacy
from the soon-to-opan Watorways Museum at Gloucester, who
asked us to pravide some dispiay material for it.

There was a great atmospnere at Lhe Rally. Fortunately, we
hac enocugh volupnteers on our rota to allow everyone 12 have a
chance te wander round the stands, the boats and the displays
in the main arena.

We soon discovered that our Stand was as gosd as the bast ot
them - and better than scme! Another interesting observazion
was that the toilets at our Open Day were very suparior %o
those at the National Rally!

On paper, it may not look as if we achieved a 1ot and althougn
we scid all our remaining raftle tickets, we didn't offload
vast quantitias of goods or anrsl douens of new membters, but
caspite that, I am sure we managed, ia fact, to achieve & great
deal. We, ourselves, learned how to get the teamwerl togather
to mourt and run a stand at the premiar Waterways evant in

the country. More impartan:ily, we mada ourselves Xnown whe=a
it reaily counts - %ta a far wiZar Tange ot peopie and bYodias
than aitherto.

A= one of the visitors to gur stara put It, "The Heratord
apd Sloucester Canal Socisty has finally arrivedi”.

Robin Andrews
—




EW DRAW PRIZEWINNERS

Hawkesbury ‘87
Once again our Draw was quite gpuccessful and raised around
£206, less expenses fer printing, etc.

The prizewinners were as {ollows:

lst PRIZE: FAMILY CRUZSER HIRE om the lovely Monmouthsnire
anc Drecon Canals was won by Mr. Gilcrist,
8, Deveraux Cleose, Tupaley. Herefard.

2né PRIZE: COMPACT 35mm CAMERA was wen by Mr, Lewsrs,
ieadowbank, Breinten, Herefcrsd

Jreé PRIZZI: from The SOCIETY was won %y Mrs. S. Frost,
7: Denys Close, Dinas Powis, Mid Glamergan,

Our sincere tnanks to them and tc evervone who pariicipated
in the Draw. Our grateful thanks alse to RED LINE BOATE of
Goytre Wharf, near Abergavenny, fcr the donation of 2z week's
crulse nire in 1582, to CAMERA CRAFT, 53, St. Gwen Sireet,
Hereferd for the donation of a I5mm Camerz and %c Mr. Littie
97 Teole Close, Hereford for his help in maxing the Draw.
Before the Jraw took place, a small audience watched a verr
varied selection of slides snown by Mike Potts and John
Golding. A selection of canal videos were aisc shown.
Thank wou once again for your support.

Peter Woodfieid. %f—
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L WARM WELCOHME 70 THE FOLLGWING NEW MEMBENS:

Mr. L.J. Boughy, 137, Lyndhurst Road, Wallasey, Mersevside,

Mr. H, Davies, 1, Rosebury, Ewvas larold, Herefordshire.

Mz, & Mrs. G. T. Hyett, 27, Burdon Dziwve, Bartestrce, Hereford.
Paul Carson, Homme Co%tage, Monkhide. Herefordshire.

Mrs. E. W. [acen, Westo, Ullingswick, Herefordsaire.
Garlznd, 39, Valznce Road, Erith, Kent.

P. Hasseli. 51, Ramsey Grove, Eltorn, Eury, Lancs,
J. W. Cook, X, Richmond Hill Avenue, €Clifton. Bristei.

oo
"

Mrs. M. Slwvon, Flat 7, Sce%t Heuse, 200 Southgate St., Gloucester,
Mre. D. Velk, 5t. ainthonv, King's Caple, Herefard.

Z. Lewes, Meadow Banl:, Ereinten. Herelordshire.
Wilkirs, Chanctonbury, Pencombe Road, Brermyard, Merefords.
- W. Jonez, New Saildings Farm, Clyro, Herefordshire.

Ao Emith, Devidefield, Cople Avenue. Fing's (aple, Hereford.
irs. ¥Yard, Farm View, Ugnerfield. Ledbury, Hcraforcanire,
Mrs, Ballzrd, lLockside Csttage, 3, Middlielock Lare, Hazton,
warwicrshlire,
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1%, Norton Rezd, Bristol.
Sir John Knill. Caral Cottags, Bathamptcn, Dath.
tirs. X & M-. P. Jennings, Eien Court, 1¢3, Whitecross Hd., Hereford.
Mr. & Mrs. Turner, 3%, Cherry Orchard. Kidderminster, Worcestershire

ThANX YOI ALL F2R YOUR SUPFORT
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HODE PARTY REPGRT =~ SWNTLY, lsz Nevemiaar, 1987

Unusually well accended day with fine, dry waatiisr. we

sucessfuily erected %he <dam an the Lecdhusy sice of ihe
Skaw Bridge and parily huilt “he ona on the wes:t side.

Some light tree clearance was carried out on Mr. Edge’s
section of hedge and a channal was dug out to find an
extinet land drain on fthe Ledburv aide of the Skew
Bridge .

The barbed wire fance, removed for dredging purposes
in 1986, on Mr. Williams' land, was ra-erected.

Cur thanks must go tc the group of Leominter Vanturs
Scouts, a new recruit (JANE) and the ususl stalwarss.

Next Work Party - 5Sunday, 6th December 2% Monkaica.
Work to be attempted:

17 Finish constructicn of dams, pump cut and test.

2} Dig out and remove 3psil from around coping
atonaes at Skew Bridge

3 Grease Smalley.

'; Mark and identify hanc tecelis Lelonging to the
Society.

5) Continue repair work on dumpers.
Continue light tvee clearance on Mr. Edge’s
section of hedge.

Peter Woodfield.
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The Wharfinger is publisned gquarterly in March, Jure,

Septemoer and December. The last date for copy %o
reach the Editor, Mike Fotts, is the 12th >f the pravious
moenth.

Produced by Mr. Bernard Warburtcnm at tha Ross-on-liye

Resource Centre.

M.B, Articles 4in this publication do not necessarily
represent the views of the Society, but anly of
the writer. !




JAATION WOLK

Qur worxk pariiea carry ca at Monkuide cach first Sunday in
cho month. The next werk party will start at apuroximately
l%am on Zunday, 6ih Decesbsr 1987 and dates Terx asrl v 19838
arsz: 3unday, 3ro January

Sunday. 7th PsoTuary
Suaday. Lth March
Your asaistarcn 1s aporeziated.

WO PARTY ATTINOLNGE

7th Septemter, 19E87: Tony Austin-Dailey, Stephen Filtzwoucice
and Mike Potts

Lgh Getobar, 1347 Srephan Fifzmaurice. Tony Auatin-lailsy
Higel JeTFfaries ane HMike fat:is
is= Nowvemzer. :G37: Tony Avatin-Bailey, Etephnen Fitzmsurics.
Petsr woudiield, Janme ....?7 and a sumber
Al the Lesminster Ventura Scoutas. Gur
Cur thanizs Ic all zheas fao= their help - with anologies
should I have missed anyons. Thae 2Love record was Z2ona

from notes and memory salwv.

ASSIST NCE :SIVEN

I wish *to axtend the thanks 5t the Commiizee ¢ Leominster
Veniure Scoutss tr ctheir kinc help with osur werk partv on wuae
1=t Novamber last. Grataful thanks ts:
Justin Williams Jusatin Banks Rohert Preecse
Kevin Soutn Androw Faulkner Mike Smith
Patrick Pritchard

The Tsmmittse also wish to thank the prople whe attand ke
wark parties each menth by publishing an attendance record
in each edition of The Whartinger. Thanks to the peaspls
mentionad above.

far inclusion in The “hariing
viaws, advice and otiher i

Hy ttanks to Mra. Dorot
offar of help in produci
magazine.

y Webb of Xing's Zapie for her kind
ng thi: and future issues otf this

g—f%‘)r e Jn."“\- ’%ﬁ%ﬁ‘h
CH2ISTMAS CINNGZHR

Full Christmas Dinper, with Christmas Pud., Mince
Pies and all tke trimmings!

on SATURDAY, 14th JANUARY, 1988

at COUNTRY FAYTRE in Heretord. L£L5.30 per head.

Please bring a botties of your favourite wine.

Tickets are available from Yike Potts, 3,Cranstone

Upper Breinton, Heretord HR4 7PL or from Camera

Craft, 5), St., Owen Straet, Hareford.

Bookings must be made before 24th Dacember, L9H7
pleaae,

R RS
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A MONXHIDE ODYSSEY

The problex was: 'How to get the little ones afloat?' The
clder, more experiened canoeists, enloving the anoual Quaker
Camp in thne mouth of the county, had the Wye close at hand,
but tine strong currents, the long distances and the hazards
presented by the various rapids at Symonds Yat, clearly rend-
ered it an unsuitable venue for neutical toddlers.

I thern reealied the rather satlisfactory recreation that had
been enjeved at Monkhide on the Open Day and we duly set off,
on a sunny Tuescay. bound for Crews Pitch, The ride was
delightful and we took verdant country roads that ied tnrough
Hoarwithy, Caplar and Fownhope on the way to the Hereford

and Gloucester Canal.

It is true that there were =ome guizzical lcors or our arrival.
First, we had to take the gate off its binges io zain admis-
sion {sorry, HMajor!. We were then confronted with a2 some-
what unprepossessing arce of dilcpicgated buildings, driec mud
and & stratch of murky water that could have been, not unfairly,
described as stagnent and slightly smelly.

However, the situation was accepted. The Author launciied &
double canoe, coaxed a suitably life- jacketted tnree vear cid
into the front seat and set of{ in the direction ei Skew
Dridge. Others, in the meantime, had tae single canoes
afloat and were soon demeonstrating their skille in the newly
cleared winding hole. I think there must have Leen abcut 2
dozen cnildren present, with three parenzs and the boatman.

The sun shone down az tlie morning wore on, paddles flashed

and glinted in the sunshine and 2 great swathe was cut through
the duck weed 3a we plied to and from the camal's most famcus
structure. The grown-ups grodually accepted the steady
sccumulation of aquatie filth on their offsprings' clecthing,
in the atmosphere of vouthful merriment.

Eventuall;, we w ed ziong the towpath te admire ihe varisus
artifacts of Mes ., Railard a2nd Jefferijes. We pincied,
canoed ageain and eri 1% was time tc return te camp. Put
Two Cano=s and THREE CHILDRLN were missipg!!! The other
cannes had been loaded onta the cars and we were resady to lravo

i
LK
ars

ih

Vith some trepida‘ion we retraced our =teps along that well-
worn towpath, there to ke confronted by a mosti amazing sight!i!

where there had cnce been 2 zgiser and =limy canal, now there
wes= deep, clear wateT. wnere there had ance bearn three
-nnocent Cuaker caildran, thure now lLcomed (sharks %o 2 most
ginormsus duack-weed fight) ihree areen monsters, rlastered
feom head to feoi wita ali mamner 3{ aquaticz hsirbage!

;nd thus was fur problew solved. We Gad suceesded in floal-
irng tne children ard, as sco oftan happens in science, ancuher
problem had heen soclved by chanze - 'How Ic aenl with Ducuweed®

Richard Merley
P.5- 'And how many naw members zccruec as « resul- ef ©
Fal venture', do I hear you ask? weli, acnually, as
H'le  they were mostly visitors from Colehester, I harcly
e iiked to askl o

/%—m‘}\ .M.
\-—r-"“"r



| Letters
L Eﬁii‘;?;m. _ ta me éditm

Dear Mr. Potts,

Qur Poiicy for theo Futura

A theughtful article in the last Warfinger hy our Secretary
and Civil Engineer has raised scrious doubts as tc thas
practicability of =atal restoration. That sueh a caution
was deemed necessary i3 an inaication of how far the flood-
tide of enthusliasm L1s running in this direction, even though
suchh an aim is not yet official poliiev. A3 has been pointed
out, over 20 miles of canal have gone without trace and in
my opinion, to aspire to a complete re-opening is simplv out
of the question,

However, tha: certain members have been lobbying in this
direction has been evident ror some time and beling musa con-
cerned with our credibility with the general publie and
local authorities, this trend was a contributory factor in
my recect resigrnation as vour Vice-President. I am aware
that in some quartars, ta advocate cautlon in the current
'‘Canal Mania' atmosphere is to invite charges of Taintheurt-

adness, or worss, Hovevar,.I think my book, with i:ts (at the
time} revolutionary ideas for the future, nrovides the answer
T taat.

Mr. Morley has produced an excellent and detailad survey of
what ia involved in a full restoration, both from Hereford ta
Ledbury and from Ledbury to Gloucester. Before bDeing steam-
ronllered into a momentous decision, let this report he made
fully awvalilable for gsneral zonsumption soc that evasy member
i1s aware of exacily what would e involved. wa must convince
oursalves of the wisdom of so drastic an escalation of our
objectives belore we siand a zhance of convineing the world

at large.

David Pieck.
B.Se.. H.,Z.Meach.E., I'.5.4.

THE INLAND WATIREVWAYS ASSOCIATION

Gloucesatershire Zranckt

"

Meets at the TIWKESEBURY MARINA YACHT cCLUB,
Bredon Road.
On TUESDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY, 1968 at 7.3CGpm
there will ba a VYIDEO EVENING entitled
"THEZ LONDON RING"
- a journay undartaken by some of our members last year.
MEMBERS ANLD NCN MEMBERS WELCOME
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AN _OCTOBER__EXCURSION

To begin on a perscnal notel A far as wvather is conzerned,
.1967 has been my lucky year = wrhether camping, conoeing eor
walking. Whatever the Meteordogical Cffice had predicted,
the sun shone and the ruin clouds stayed away. Thus, it came
as no surprise that, in the middle of a singularly wet (ctober,
Sunday the ilth dawned bright and pleasant weather was sus-
tained throughout the day.

Fredictably, the =zunshine brought out thz crowds and by
1C.1l5am, a multitude of five bac assembled at the lereford
Bus Station in readiness for the dav's meanderings. Since
tne Hoarwithy contingent were unfamiliar with the activities
at Monkhide, thither we repaired. llaving parked our cars

at Crews Pitch, we ambled along the pleasantlv restiored tow=
path, soon toe he joined by our friend= from Chelfernbam and
Hartestree. Mueh work has reocently been carriec out at the
eastern enc o!f Monkhide and 1t 1s expected that, beteore long,
tae winole of this fmile lengtn of canal will be fullw res-
torecd. By now, it was approaching noon and, cur ore a’psing-
ment ol the day, sc we re-encarred and, briefiy paving our
resvects to Tunnel Cottage at Ashperton, made cur way to
Stapiow,

A fielc track j=2¢ fowarar the fine ecbankmen: crsuc:

g =ns
Leadecn Valley arnd nere we wera joined by the awners, =, &
Mrs, liawkins ({rom tae [larm. here was plenty to see aere on

& reach recently clearsd of excessive vagetation: tue Balf
iock and mluice on the western side and - after an axcizing
iittle scrambile down to the river ba2d - tne splendid egz-

shaped river culvert could be eppreciated in all its glery.

We relaxed, ate our sandwiches and imbibed in the plieasantly
appointed garden of the QOak Inn before moving on tc the
Fishery near Friors Court. Here, we =trolled along the
towpath of the canwil where a 600 metre length is in private
use for rearing fish. A couple of tame Bewick? swans were
an added attramction.

Qur final wvieibk wus to Lhe gattern seciics of th

he Lesader:
Embankment, ¥hers an arclent stone waa2 shown %o be ar oid
capal miiestane, zlithuugh the metzal netation plate zz7 long

since bieern removez.

It wa2e pow 3.J30pm, the clouds were builiding up again
west 8¢ we Sade furawell and set coff nerth, =auth, 2zard and
west tc eur Tospective homes.

THAVNES FROM _TIHE "HCARMWITHY CONTINGENT®

Fred Smith and I would like tc send our most grateful ¢t
for the warm welcome we received on our first visit {iith Oet.)
ts a gatnering of Society members since jeining. Mik

Richard, Nigel and Gralham explained sc ciearly zbour evervthing
and everywhere we visited that we found it all cuite fascinating.
We were both verv impressed wiih the amount of work which had
been carried cui, especially at Monkhide - 1%t really looked
quite attractive and we could envisage what the continuation

of the work would contribute toc tile improved amenity of the

area. Please do carry on with the good work of ereating

these havens of peace and franquility and we wish the Society

every succe=as, Dﬁfﬂthy Webb
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1z were inizis for silver and gold. one of winch.
iributable ro the Romans.,
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A hustory of this neglected jocai industry, which did not cease until
within living memory, is toid here {or the firsi ume. It encompasses
the resvlts of many years research, with deials of present-day

remains, and is fuily illustrated with photographs, maps and plans.

The zuthor 15 z chartered engineering consultant, and has written 2
nuriber of beoks on iocal history and industrial archacalogy. inclu-
Ging The Aerejord & Gloucesier Cangi, The Oid Industries 6f Dearn, and
The Clouczerer & Chelienhar Tramroed. He is 2 Fellow of the Society
of Anuguanes. and past-chairman of the Gloucestershire Society for
Incustria) Archaeclogy.

DEVID BICE

RN

Cotainacle from boukseliers, or direct from the publishers.
TRHE POUNDHOUSE NEWENT, LGS GLI18 125
[SBN 090683506 &

PUBLICATICN DATE: QCTCEER 19, 1987

.95 45 BB pages Casabounid.
5 | e
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BOOKS:

"The Hereford and Glcocucsester Canal®
by DAVID BICK

Thetdimpd aaciked: Book "o O (Bafial e e W s dp 550
iThe Diary of a Rowing Touz Trom Oxford
to London in 1875" by Howard Williams . . £4.5C
(including pavipgation of the . & &,
znd the River Wye)
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Colourful TEA TOWEL with Canal Scene
Neritmme o oL R0 L

PCSTCAKDS: 1) Lydney Canal Docks )

2) Gloucesier Docks 3 10p .
3) The Wave in Gloucester | each :

Docks J
All-purpose GREETINGS CARD. Large, with
envelcpe

Picture: Hereford Canal Basin - Sl T e 35p
Illusirated NOTELETS. 10 withh envsiopes
Pictures: -Monkhide Skewi Bridgeiu w Wi <o 81,00
BEISTORIG CANAL PICTURES: gopies hoypgy
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Oxenhall Lock Ccottags
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