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FEEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL SOCIEZ;

Pze qeacr

CHATIRMAN ¢ M
VICE o #“ IN AL—"

CHAIRMAN:

1,Hereford
PR S

SECRETARY
ion
yrdshire.
TREASURER: James Dunn, ;
Poole Cottage, 5, St. Ethelbert St.,
Tel: Hereford 274106 Hereford.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Nigel Jefferies, 19, Wilcreft Park, PBartestree,
Tel: llereford 850661 Hereford.

Robin Andrews; 20, Tower Road, Hexreford.
Tel: Hereford 268354

Tan Reed, 22, Reobinson's Meadow, Ledbury,

< Tel: Ledbury 5877 - Ilisrefordshire.

Jein Startin, Conifers, Little Birch, Hereford.
Tel: Golden Valley 540559

Peter Woodfield, 60, Whittern Way, Hereford.
Tel: Hereford 27524k

ép-Graham Ettles, Carlton House, 117, Leckhampton

Cheltenham, Gioucestershire. Road,

~ Tel: (9242) 512802

» Derek Gray, 40, Hewitt Avenue, Herzford.

= Stephen Fitzmaurice, 45 Princes-hAve College Est
Tel; Fereford 2€874i6+ .- Eerefard.
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Lo wibth very daszsp verret that I have to .
ra2pzre the death of Mrs Dorethy Webb. This sac .
naews was given tc re as 1 was prsparing i
edition for printing.

Mrs Wetb very kindly prceduced the last
edition of this Wharfinger, she had done a
~very proféssional job and brighiened up our
iittle magszine with her pictures.

I had only known her a short time but I
found her tov bes@mvery pleasant kind laay. She
took part in our drive/walk on our canal later
last yeasr ard weas very interested in our
activities.

She wrote & very nice and csaplimentary
articie in the last edition, about our Soceciety.
Our sincere condolences to her famiiy.

Miks Potts

Weléome to our new members.

We wish to extend a'hearty velcome to the
following new members;

"Mr & Mrs Weaver, 17 Paschill Lane Twyning

Nr Tewkesbury Glecs,

Mr H Hughes & Mrs D Whyatt, Meyrick Hcuse
Meyrick St Whitecross Hereford

W P Depper, The 014 Ferge Walkers Green
Marden Herefordshire.

W B Williams,Birch Lea »onkhide Nr Ledbury
fderefordshire,.

Mr & Mrs Rowlands. Wharf House Yarkhill
Herefordshire. -

Mr C W Smith, Coopers House Monkhide

Nr Ledbury Herefcrdshire.

(ANNUAL GENERAL & LETIHG AGH AGM AGM

% J 8 FCE 8 HE LS e e . ® 3 & 2 8 8 % B A % B BV E P E B PSR
Wednesday April 2z7%th 1588 7.30 pm.
Stvd.o Theatre Cathedrsal Schceol

fal o | Pt i £ -
Zagsivle Sirset dereford
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Mr FEdge to clean up and clear back the
the opposite side tc the itowpath East
Bridge.

Tuesday while this was being finished,
team sucessfully pumped cut all the

om beneath the daws either side of the
This proved t“¢t the dams held water.
ial *hanks to John Paimer with his

d generatox. '

nesday 30th December was a very special
the WRG tesn started to cliean' the next

of canal tcuards Barr's Lcck. A siightly
piece of canal wiith & deep clich running

cr. the Northern side. This section 1o
k Belongs to Mrs Qram of Whitwick Mancr

to clear the canal bed.
team set about this tesk with most
onal anthusiasm. Bonfire were 1ii every
or so0 end the branbles and scrub

ortunately thz conal bed remained mainly

dry as the cauval Lsd been tezporarily diverted

into the
a.h...ﬂ

al ongsiie

+ar
v nd

A Y A L —{ e L L] e -
m,meu .aSh nhinned unitil Saturdeay




e —— e i 8 . = . 20

Tewkesbury =eetiing cunt..

With this 8z a pmcedens, sur=ly no obstacle can any
ler.ger be insurmountsble?

There are now no ilsss than nineiy one cana. restera-
tion schemes afoct inthe U K! Staggering isn't it?

By ccmparison with other similar schemes the obsta-
cles we face with the H & G are minimal an relatively
easy to overcome! It could:however tske an estimate
twenty five years tc ccmplete, based on other completed
simllar scheses. '

However a navigable iesngth of only three miles is
sufficient for an enjoyablie half day trip, as the Drcit-
wichBarge 2anal scciety azply demonstrated wits their
perpose built trip boat “Ssbrina®.

I came away from that meeting most encouvraged,
both by what I had learned fromw cur Madcccate" anc
by the interest shown by our hests.

To some people "total resoratioun" may seex bo be
an unrealistiz pipe dream but many things which were
imposible "yesterday" have bee (or are being, =zchieved
'today. So let us concentrate first upon those siretches
of 'canal which are still visible, and relatively easy -
.to reastore, and then piece by piece, progressively
tackle the more difficult parts. :

The more progress we make the better the chances of
overconing those seemingly "impossitle’ obstacles. Who
can say that those "impcsibls" obstaclss of teday will
still be as deunting two decades frow uows

*

Derek Grajy.

t.F48E C4LN J EAVE MORE (SUME) LETTERS
SR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT WEARFINGER.
Date for incueion 12th cf Mey pleass.

¢ —————— o T—
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SKEW BRIDGE FACELIFT

-

The forgotter Masterpiece is being given s
facelift by the Highways department of the
Hereford and Worcester County Counzil. Skew
Eridge, Mcnkhide was built by Stephen Ballard
in 1843 and ie the skewiest brick built bridge
in the U.K. and has an angle of more than 603
The Bridge was l1isted as a direct result of the
endesvors of the Canal Society on the 10tk of
January 1986, as a building of Special Archit-~
ectural Interest. :

ks a resuit of my reguest an Executive from
County Hall came and inspected the bridge last
year and confirmed the fear that water was
running off the camber of the rosd and seeping
through the bridgs structure. In winter, with
hard frcsts, this was causing considerabdle
damege to the brickwork and was mot going to
improve. Lo :

So Mr Don Quintcon and Mr Chris Harrison were
sent from VWorcester to remedy the prcblem. The
weather to date has been most unkind to thenm,
tut not withstanding this, the bridgs is start-
ing to lock magaificent. The parapets cn either
6ide have besn raked cu* and recvointed. The soil
down %o the arch has heer removed and filjed
with concrete =nd kerbt stones have %een laiid
zcrose the bricge giving e sightseer roon itc
iew the canal from & parape! withoui teing
avspt away by a passing moicrist.

<

Eventually, when the jcb 4s completed, *he

. - = = - . -
pavanente willbe sesleld from the foct of the
czrenetv te the Xerb wiih concrsics a=d grrinklal

- e u : ‘:J:"" = -.
*it> gresr zhippinge. Then the Sksw 2ridge will
ns .ongsr bz a forgotbar raatsrriece.
Y ames™ A YA N St s T N .
1 weu.d like tu take tnis opervuniiy to thani
sie ocunsy Council for doing such & srlencid
Job and in petlculer Mr Afitwood who kas given
Suctnk ccnsider
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. WORK PARTIES .
Sunday 6thMarch-- Crewe Pitch Monkhide 10.00 am.
n t

~Sunday 373 April " T
Sunday 1st May “ . " . "
Sunday 5th'June " " f u

Evening work parties will start again when.enough
evening light is avaiable. Quite popular last year.

EXTRA WORK PARTIES
16th and 17th of April
i5th of May :

Please contact the work party organisers to
check time etc before attending these. Stephen
Fitzmaurice or Peter Wood field, address and Tel
no. in front cover. '

SUNDAY 10th of April

- DRIVE / WALK / CRUISE ON THE BRECON AND MONMOUTH

CANAL., 5 .

It proved so popular and everyone had such an
_enjoyable day in the Autumn of 1986 that I have
decided to repeat the event. . .

A car drive from Hereford(Swimming btaths car
parx at §.30 am.) Please let us know if jyou require
transport, usvally plenty of spare space.

To view the ~gnal and the rastoration of further
iengths of the canel. A visit to the canal Centre
at the Rogersiown Locks nsar Newpsri. = picnic and
& cruise from Govire Whars.

Please let re krow before the 19th of March
& cruise T2e. To enabls me tc beok ine dostd
ts. Ticksis by posi or frem Camaera Craft
reford Gamera Cemire) 53 £t Qwen 8% Hereford.

Fae Adults £3.5D '
Ghildrea 14 & under £2.00

Any lefh overs to the agseisity funds.

Soat ferget JO0ACE TOUR AND CANAL CRUISEHE
in July detaile in the asxi edition and the Admag.
Last year cveriillad the Boad/comch so please book
early. ’ g
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I W A DONATICH

As repocrted earliiev, the Inland Waterways

dssocletion donatsd £2,00.€0 for restoration

werk at Monkhide. This will enable us to

fully dredge the Canal from Skew bridge to

Monkkide for navigation standard.

Chairman, Tony Austin Bailey received

a cheque from I W A chairmen Ken Gocdwin.

_ -“f.]ﬂﬁ*ﬁ.‘ 7 v
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Twe TQUIAND FrunDi- oo
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WORK PARTY REFCRT DEC~JAN

Due to an .excelent effort ty the reople who
attended the Waterway Recovery Group work camp at
Christmas szbout 400 mtrs of tres and scrub 2lezrarce
wes completed on the section abcut 620 mirs tos ihe
west of Crews Pitch, slso a section of hedge was
tidied up tc the easi of the Skew bridge.

In January the task of clearing the silt and
rubbish from between the dams at the tridge was.
etarted, with the aid of a 6" Sykes pump, and eith-
ough only able to use it for three days, quite
significert pregress was mede although thore isg
still much more to be remcved before the work cenyp
in may.

More bricks were laid at bthe towpath edge “enmeath
the bridBe to above weter level,
P Woodfisld
) The February work party was well atiended, GLhe
members ettending were Tan Reed, Mike Potts, Nigel
Jefferies, Stephen Fitzmaurice, Tony Ausin-Bsiley,
Fred Smith.

Also attending were Robert Connall and members
c¢f the Leominster scouts and Venture scouts zs
listed below. We would very much like %o extend our
thenks to them for helping us again ani- for showing
such keen entusiasul They even want to come again!

Philip South andrsw South Oliver Beli
Shana Rses Billy James .,  TLavid Pugh
Daniel Puga Nick Suith
Andrew Fgulrx-s: Kewin Scath Adrien Banks

Fairick Pritoihard.

JQur tihenvs Lo everyone and appoiog
oT¥ n

sarene Yhat I lave ‘nissed. my memory a :
g: - . . -

Cruivel wes: many 2f tha felled trzes on
Mr & eiz3’s ieng west of ths zain real wvers cut up
and the small vicd burnt. »ors weod was removed and
scrub burny from Yhe mewsst canal sectlior further
wesh, Alse ove difehes wers dug. One next to Mr
Yiairts nouss 4> reliavrs flozding hs-e, oue to n
land érain Jror lir 2lay's fie.d on tha recently
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CRATEFUL DONATICN.

We are very grateful for yet another kind
onation frox Miss K Cclley of Westfields
and for her enthusisstic suppoert to the il
gociety and its aims. %
Editor.

TEWKESBURY MEETING.

‘It was recently my priveledge to join our
Vice Chairman at a meeting in Tewkesbury with
representatives of Gloucester County Council.

The purpose of the meeting ( an informal

"one) was to show them what progresshad been made
together with what remains to be done;- to let
tnem know that we will in the future be seeking
their assistance with that part of the canal
which is in their area, and to sound ocut their
reaction.

Our project was exceedingly wéll explained
by Michael Handferd, en authoroty on carals and
kuthor of canal books, chairman.of the projecis
committee of The Inland Waterwaya Associaticn.
It was he who arranged the meeting and he knows
"our" canal pretty well, having walked it with’
the late President some years before our society
was formed.

During the meeting it was impressed upon me
that s compiste chznge of "oficial" attitude
toeards nsnalshsd taken piace in recent years!

GCansle nowadaye are viewed by btcti local
eni naticnal authcrities s¢ potentialy valuable
apmenities and %ourist attractions; funds are
now made avaeilabis tu capitalise on this aspect!

¥ho would savs ever dreamed tunat Govenment
santions would be given for the raising of a
seation of low-isvel moterway so as Lo provide
a2 navigahle culvert teneath it to jein up twe
restored sections of the once derelict canal
which the building ¢f the motorway had complei-
ely blockad? The enormcus expenditure incurred
is officially justified fer Zhe reasons glven
atove., ' BOEL . oo




Is2 GCAMP zons.
evering, Fridey {new yesars dsy) beirg texer ss s nolids
Seterds; it rzined as if it had never reined tefore. Sc
much ihat the temporary danm built at the read of *his
gecticon broke and the newly clearsd secticm becams
an iastari camal cvernight.

Spencer Loilins wes the first t2 slip in snd-t{hs
first to gwim the new streten! Sunda ay morning arrived
a Lif took placge elonz with soms of
the 8 tnsn the WRG g: o ,acks&
Sadip rome, Mambhers ol *he foclietrs
hed fz he wask holving zng getting
te ko ¢ alumiears.

Tizs and weather sionpad ths compleds clearsnce of
the saction angd a amzll sves ramained. Newar the lavs
it was 2 gpiendid achivamanl sznd ws in ths cenal
zoclety are despiy endiitad %9 Lhe WRG winter cast for
giving up thelr (hristses koliday %c werk on our cenral,

»

Mamtcers of the team .were; Jane Dorsy, {(Worsester -
team lesder), Jchn Palmer. \Stockport), Spencer Collins
(Andovsr}, Paul Sillifor (Telford, Barry Scoles {Norfo-
lkj, Richard Fox (Luton, David Negh (Lincolmshire),
David Wedd (Surrgy), Chris Davsy, Colin Walmuth,
d Cossey. '

Ir conclusion I would like %5 thank everyonewho 3iook
part iu the winter work CARD and net least, the
zembers of %ths society who tock part during the weei.

A very gyseseiul cpevaticn ftr I hope will e
repested. 5

Barres

e I I
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VITH hEGRLT
L ole winh very dasp regre:s that I have io |
rapzri the death of rirs Dorcthy Webb. This sad .
news was given tec re as 1 was prsparing ihis
edition for printing.

Mrs Wetb very kindly prcduced the last
edition of this Wharfinger, she had done a
<very proféssional job and brightened up our
1ittle magszine with her pictures.

I had only known her a short time but I
found her tv bes&very pleasant kind lady. She
tosk part in our drive/walk on our canal later
last year arnd was very interested in our
activities.

She wrote & very nice and csnplimentary
articie in the last edition, about our Socciety.

Our sincere condolences to her familiy.

Miks Potts

Weléome to our new members.

We wish to extend a'hearty velcome to the
following new members;

" Mr & Mrs Weaver, 17 Paschill Lane Twyning

Nr Tewkesbury Glcs.

Mr ¥ Hughes & Mrs D Whyatt, Meyrick EHcuse
Meyrick St Whitecross Hereford

W P Depper, The 01d Ferge Walkers Green
Marden Herefordshire.

W B Williams,Birch Lea »onxhide Nr Iedbury
derefordshire,.

Mr & Mrs Rowlands. Wharf House Yarkhill
Herefordshire. o

Mr C W Smith, Coopers House Monkhide

Nr Ledbury Herefcordshire.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. AGM AGM AGM

L L B B B I RO T DN TN O A IR TR DI T T T IR TR TR T R T SR R L T I
Wednesday April 27th 1983  7.30 pm.
Stvdlo Theatre Catkedral Schcecol
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THE“INLAND WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION

'
i

Glcucestershire Brench

MAY 10th. 7-30pm.
Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club,
Bredon Road.
WATERWAYS in AMERICA. (Iliustrated).
A Personal View.
By David Gerry. _
Members & ncn members welccme.

JUNE 14th. 7-30pm.

Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club.
Bredon Road.

Waterways for All
(Derwent Rights Campaign).
A talk by Ken Goodwin.
I.W.A. Chairman,
Members & non members welcome.

A

b —

N

e e —— .

The Wharfinger is published quarterly in March. June,
September and December. The iast date fgr cany to
réach the Editor. Mike Petts, is the 12th oi the previous ]

. Produced £y Mr. Bernard Warburtce at the Ress-an-Wye
Ra2sonice Gertra,
¥.5, Articles is this sutlicatior do nct necessarily

month.

reprasant the views of “pe Saciety, but cnly ef

s writer.,
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