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"WHARVES WITHOUT WATER AND SLEEPERS OF STONE"

Where in Herefordshire will you find a wharfe miles
rom any river or canal, and the stone setts which
used to bear the rails of the couny's first tramroad?
Thoge members who corrsctly identified 'Eardisley

the village concerned will doubtless be aware of

South Wales Cocslfield, via the head of the Brecon
canal, long before Hereford was thus served,

It was only a short time ago that a line of stone
setts was pointed ocul-to me, ascending a wooded hill~
side above the Arrow valley near Kington. Esch stone
was about 12¢ 4", was pierced by 3 1" diameter

r
hy 2
hole and placed about 36" apart. This led me itc make
P P
o

an initial study of this interesting part of the
Ceunty's transport network, which forms the content

As the exploitation of the Wesh mineral wealth
gdthered momentum, in the sarly part of the 19th
century, horse drawn trams, running on crude wood
or metal rails (or plates), were a common means of
connecting the various coal mines, iron works and lime
quaries on the uplands with the developing cangl net-
work in the valleys. The remains of an amazing tram-
road system is to be seen ascending the steep hills of-
the Blorenge and the Clydach valley tc link the Brecon
canal with the industriasl establishmentis at Bleanavon

Nentyglo and Beaufori.
: Similsr Tramrcads were alsc eventuasllyv created to
convey coal and iron tc Herefordshire in return for
aggricultural products to feed the growing populations
of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire. The first of these
started at Brecon, served Hay and reached Eardisleyin
1878 and was eventually continued to Kingtonand the
lime quarries at Burlingjobb by 1820. Aparently they
were in operation until 1875.

Hereford was connected to the canal at Govilon in
three stages; firstly by the Llanfihangel Tramrcad-
via- Abergavenny which was in use by 1814, sscondly
by the Groemont Tramrced (1815} and finally Hereford

wag reached in 1829 te commence the 17 year life of
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the full Tramrcad.

Although I do not claim to be an authority on the
tramroads some of the remains may be found at the
following locations;

Hay and Kington Tramroads.

HAY T ar told that good remains are to be found
17 the town (dec not confuse wiith the more recent

railway relicks!).

Winforton. - The grassy lane at grid ref S.0.300
78 etc, is on the linse of the track , a f w disp-
iaced setts =2re to be fcound

| k™

Hardisley The new industrial site is czlled
Wharfe", the former terminus of the Hay tramroad.
At grid ref S.0. 314 500 etc a public fooipath
follows an cld embankment line znd =2 few setis
nmay be found.

Lyvonshall The line of the trasck is discernable
To Lhe east of the church.

Bullocks Mill The stone setts refered to at the
start of tie note are at grid ref S.0. 314 570.
The land however may be private.

whie

Hereford Tramrosad etc.

Pandy There is an excellent bit of embankment,
with eeveral stone sets skiriing around the south-
ern gide of the new estate sign posted"Wern Gifford'

Grid ref S.0. 332 212.

Wormbridge Sections of waankaent and cuttings
are Lo be found near newer rallway in fieldssuch

as at grid ref S5.C. 426 304, and aliso running

alcmg the west side of the 4405 nearer to Pontrilas.
Hereford There is a good length of =mbankmant
- + .
immediately tc the west of the Greyfriars bridge
grid ref S$.0. 506 393. I doubi whether many appre-
tiate its historic significance.

c
is article.
RICHARD MORLEY.
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EXETER BEFCRE AND AFTER

p

With the holiday season looming I felt it may be of

interest to convey my reflections cf a recent visit
to the ancient capitol of Exeter, in peticular the
canal which dates back to the reign of Henry 111

in the thirteenth century when the river Exe was
tidal to Exeter. At that time small craft would .
ascend the river to the city, however Countess de

Fortibus built a weir ascross the river, Countess Weir

is still well known. The Earls of Devon followed her
lead with other weirs plus & quay at Tcpsham i{neer
the mouth of the Exe) where goods for Exeter were
landed and dues then payed to the Earis. However in
1562 the citizens of Exeter exasperated by the 300
years of obstructions in the river engaged John Trew
of Glamorgan &s engineer of a barge canal to run
from & point below Countess Weir to the city thence
to rejoin the river where a wharf was built, plus

‘crane, Trews canal proved too small. 3' depth 16!

wide and 1% miles long with three locks, these were
the first pound locks upon any british navigation.
It was then and still is a municipal affair. Tre's
canal was intended to beacessible at all states of

the tide, however this did not prove.tc be the case,

thence the canal was extended to Topsham in 1677.

There appear to te three stages of constuction as
it were, for in 1701 it was enlarged to 10' desp and
50" breath thus enabling coastal craft and small
deep sea ships to reach the ecity.

At sbcut this time many canal schemes were discu-—
ssed in the Scuth West and it looked as if the Pert
of Exeter would become like Gloucester later. The
foeal pecint of cnals running to Crediton,Ckehzmpton,
Noth Deven and Cornwall. Sadly the sceme did not
materialise like so many in other parts of the
country.

The th

]

rd and final stage took place hetween
20 &
i
Ay

i
7, the Corporation realising the canal must
roved both for the city's interests and to

act capital teo canals that might be connected
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to completely re-comstruct the canal nmaking 1%
151 deep. The entrance was carried 2 miles fuiher
down tThe estuary uo j“rf iock where 12' ¢f watsr
ig available at all tides euanlﬁng vessels of
400 tons te resach th= city. By this time Exeter's
mogt important business, the export of woolen goods
hed ceased.

However on =z brighter note, %the canal %oday is
navigable, locks appear cared for and the towpath
very much used. The ciiy Fathers awars of the
tourise potetisl around %the wharf, cioss %tc where
the cansl re-jicins the river. The Exeler HMaritlume
Mugsum is situated around the wharf where thers
is guch sctivity and improvemsnis being under-
tsker inciudint he constuction of a new bridgs.
o precenu the Museum is housed on either side cf
+he river hense inecluded in your enirance fee i
e free ferry ride, plus your ticket is wvalid for

A
three years, 2 double bonus.
therefore if ycu have only a short time to lock
around do not be put off, visi® half of the
museum leaving the other half fer a future visit,

I had to do on my recent trip..The Museum is

a8

of national interest with exibits from China ,
izsrica and =21l places in beiwsen., Fsather liks
corraciss, punts. cances ané the oldest steamer
sti1l werking. 1% is known as the plsass touch
mugeum, idea.y euited for a family 4ay cub. Child-
ron willenjoy working the wheel, wind the windlass,
winch the capsbtan and craft moored in the censil
bssin can be bhoarded. 4 quick tour of the g
catredral wes mads which dates [romForman iimes,
the insids has soms fine features, one being the
rib-vaulted ceilirg.w Well woth a vislt is Mol's
aoffer Houss, wners Sir Francis Drake and Sir
Wzltsr Raleigh used To meeth.

Last bub not least a 2 mile walk a¢o 1g vhe
excsllenttowpath was made to the first locks
known a3 Double Locks beside which is a popular
Hotel/pub selling a vast array of asles for ihs
Goanocissuer. It certainly proved To be a most
popular lunch time haven. Whilst enjoying our
carduiches the nearssi we saw to scmeting




waterberne was a cance, though I understand there is
a trip boat running from Turf Lock up the ecanal

A1l in all a most interesting and explanatory day

was spent in this dncient and beautiful city. A& resl
nuet if you are in the ares.

Kay Jennimgs - North East Hegﬁon
Committee
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EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS t
g e R sy SO s e
L day out at the National Waterways Musenm a2t
Gleucester. Net only to sed the Museum but time to
visit the other atractione them: The Packasge Mudaum,
*he Antgus Centre, perhaps a boat trip. There is much
.o @es and dc therse. :
We depart Hereford Bus station at 10.0G0 am. to
arrive st Gloucsster st abeut 11.0C am and leave
at 4.00 pm. arriving back at Hersford 2% about
%.00 om. Arrangements éan be made for people Lo be
eolieczted from Lecminster if requirsd.
We will %travsl by mini bus or coach depading upon
the responce. g
The fares being £5.00 for sdulte £4.25 for children
ard senior citizens, Plesse note this does also
inciude addmisdon to the Museun.
SUKDAY COCTOBER %th
Tickets from Hereford Camera Centre 53 8t Owen St
flereforé., or from members of the committes.
R R SR DRt DT S e

BOATE

#2]

; CRUISE UP THE RIVER WYE
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A+ 1400 hours ¢n Friday 27th May ths motor yach:
'Sea Mist! skipper Bernard Jessop, left Sharpness
Yeripa for a cruise across the Severn estvary %o
Lhepstow and on up bthe river wys. The intention was
to navigate as far upstrsam as possible with the ecraft,
Lizndogo at least being the aim.

The vessels mooredin the stream above Chepstow old
Bridge “ridsy night-Ssturday merning, the plan baing
to preoceed on te Tintern on ihe Saturday morning
tide. By Saturday evening, {Buccaneer' had reacned a
point south of Ridingsirsam Weir, duil "Sea Migt! wasg
obliged to turn back below Coed-Ithel welr and returned
to Chepstow. Sunday evening saw "Bucanser' rsaching a
point sbove Bigswedr bridge, slthough the passage of
Bigswelr itself had proved difficult.

. The voyage of'Bucaneer] worksd down from Brighouse
Yorkshire, OF owner Bernard Jessop over a pe og of
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weeks , was expected to be exteded to a we
go in the Wye, possibly with a visit to the .
‘Bristol Avon, too.'Sea Mist' sxpected to return to
t~iis regular bperth at Sharpness at the end of the
bank hojiday. 'Bucanesr' in July 1986, was belie-~
ved to have been the first canal long boat {or
narrow boat) ever to have navigated the River Wye.

The reasdén for these cruises is derived from

action by inland navigation support groups, such
as the Inland Waterways Association, to oppose a
campaign to remove ths public right of navigation
or. the Ycrkshie River Derwent.

There is a centuries old right of hnavigation
on the lower parts of ithe Wye, but a number of
acts have alrsady taken place thers to render
unusable some of the public landing places for
bosts. An attempt to close Brockweir Quay, inst-
igeted through the courts, was withdrawn in 1985
in the face of opposition from Jim Simpson, a
Tintern boatman, with the backing of local people.

If the cruise is sucessful (and it has the
support and assistance of a number of professional
boatmen on the Wye), there is a possibility that
it will become an annual event, so as better to
safeguard the navigation right, and that the
turning peint will be extended upstirean.

Further information obtainable from;
Mrs Marilyn Slinn Glos (C452) 502621 or
Mrz Kaye Jennings Wakefield (0%24) 368301

s . . * . - - . » . . " . " * “ - - . . . - . .

1988 COACH TOUR AND CRUISE ~ KENNET & AVON
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WHARFINGER DELAY
uorry to & that your Wharfinger is late this time
but if been a matter of dispute. A time and motion
problem; too much motion and not enough time.
Still never mind its here at last.
Last bank heolidsy weekend fcund maly of us with
our stand at the National Waterways Rally at Manches-
ter. Des plta a few minor hicups all wen+ very well
and in all I think we made a prof fit of about £250,
all expenses and priges be mainly donated by member
of the committee. We wish also to thank Bulmers of
Hereford for their kind donation of prizes for our
very sucessful beitle draw. Some high presure selling
and an excelilent site position, first pitch on one
of the main entrances made this very sucessful and
profitable. This should boosé our now failing
“estoration funds enabling more work to be done to
omplete the Monkhide project.

Our thanks to Peter Woodfield for his efforts in
arranging the site ae, also to Ian Reid for the kind
use of his caravan, returned rather muddy I am afraid
the site being a bit mucky. .

We could have done with a few more volunteersibo

@nable some of us to have a look around wich was rat-

her difficult.
There may be a few gaps in the wharfinger this
I have made several requests for various artic-
at this very moment in time have not arrived.
but have not got time at the present to
Still many others are here eand any
should be corrected next time.
arcound the ccrner. I know that we have
spe pced with the holidays before some one
christmas crackers etc. But jus?i a
e to keep in your mlnd How aboult a years. member-
p for a present; and help our membership. We also
e some very nice cards available. It will be
very near christmss when your next Wherfinger
arrives so I mention it now.

o]
ct =
jay

® -
0]
+ O

s
H oo
3

g

£
=L
[0
=
.

ry
H @
mw

)
m

s

o

g
O e BV
w O
oot
.r_k

5

s Mmoo

=
O mMm
ot

[4
-

-t :«; [

HJ
|.,_J
‘.._.
tx
oG
[
o

o

Editor




i LT

L e e s e S—

GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCE
INUAND WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION.

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS,

:uPsdav 2Juh SePtember Tewkesgbury Varlna

Yacht Club 7.30 pm.

The Wilts an ﬁ Berks Canal. An Illustrated
History, by Jack Dalby.

Weqresﬂav 19th October 7.30pm. National
5tﬂrways Museum Present, WATERWAYS ON FILM,
with John Euntleg,
At the New Olympus Theatre 162-166 Barton St
Gloucester. Tuesday 25th Cctober 7.30 pm. We
are jolning with the friends of the Museum, for
a talk by Tony Condor, entitled Creating the .
Museum. A%t the Schools room, National Waterways
Museum Llanthony Warehouse, Gloucester Docks
Gloucester.

MBA.JJ\- *
”uesday 15th November 7.30 cm. Tewkesoury
Marine Yacht Club Bredon Road.
The Clyde Puffers, an illustrated talk by
Hamish Dawson.
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THE MINES OF NEWENT AND ROSS

Althougn the Forest of Dean 1s well knewn for 1is mining heritage, ine
mines which worked over 2 period of centuries around its nortiers
borders have been quise forgotten. The tiny Newent Cozlliaid was
once considered of zreat potential. bringing a canal to the rown.
[ron-ore was raised for the Newent ironworks in the reign of Charles
11. and there were trizis for siiver and gold, ane of which. near Rouss,
may be attribuiabie to the Romans.

A history of this neglected local industry, which did not ceass until
within living memory, is told here for the first time. it encompasse:
the results of many vears research, with details of present-day
rernains, and is fully illustrated with photographs, maps and, pians.

The author is a chartered engineering consuliant, and has written a
number of books on local history and industriai archaeology, inclu-
ding The Hereford & Gloucester Caral, The Old industries of Deax, and
The Gloucester & Cheltenham Tramroad. He is a Fellow of the Socierv
of Anticuaries, and past-chairman of the Gioucesiershize Society for
Industrial Archiaeology.

e
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OLIND HOQUSE. NEWENT,
ISBN 0 GOARRS )0
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SALES
BOOKS:
"The Herelord and Gloucester Canal"
by DAVID BICK
The-lwagd backet bobl B - onr GETiad & o e ia
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WThe DHdary of a Rowing. Tour from Oxford
tovliondaon In E8E5" by Howard Wililiams 2 . £4550

(including navigation of the H. & G.
and the River Wye)

* * e * * * - <

Colourful TEA TOWEL with Canal Scene

2120 105 b AR S N e 1
PCSTCARDS: 1; Lydney Canal Docks ) ;
2) Gloucester Docks ) 10p
3) The Wave in Gloucester ) each
Docks )
All-purpose GREETINGS CARD, Large, with
envelope

Plolnped S Herefnrd GCanal smsin s v ih. e 850

= " * * * k4 *

ALL SALES: Peter Woodfield or Mike Potts
Addresses inside froit cover.
o] - Vid - -5 1 = 157 oo
Postage extra unles
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