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SQUTHERR CANLL GROUP MEETING

Stephen Fitzmaurice and myself attended z meoti-
ng of the Southern Canal Group at Aberdulss near
Neath recaently.

We had a2 most enjoyable and informative day thers.
We viewed the restoration taking piace on the Heatn
Canal., Tock gates heing built gt their workshops
Much of the work being done by the youth spsriunity
programme. They seemed all wmuch more professicral
in the soccisty and more active. This may be bzcause

that a) they have bhesn going much longer Hhan us
but mainly I think Lscsuse of ©) meny tasks avs
being dore by full uime officers and rsstarati-a
work Ly manpowsr garvices. Thelr Tuads seen t-
ws from iccai scuncils and the Welsh Gffice.
ol el ng 3 vidse of lock gates Tein
r2d dcek and restoraticn wor -
il L :.j_ ".-.f i\‘}j- "3 —'.‘;
Swed LITK &
canel fesems Yo hs=
g, bearlag in mind ths ¥
than ocurs, ihey do have
3 wG overcame liigs curs
srems being vary much
X 2n hbis s@itien.
eive whig ans,
¥& Szt to telk o nsmbavs
fof Mo Ghed
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¢r & ride in %ihe area 30 pop
urist infTorsaetiocon cesnire and
t tc the cenal and nearty 1z ths
lle.
two canals here the Nesgth Canal sand
canal. Sadiy the later is unavsilab-
le for rstoration. The Tennsnt canal, privately
owned ig watsred throughout with a lock at each
end of ths csnal and by the lcoks could be mszde
nevigable faily easily. The owners will not let
restoration take place or navigation be made
availsble. The water is used for a nearby power
staticn I believs.

To view the Neath Canal you will find much
of it paralell and in many placea right next 1o
the main Glyn- neatih to Neath road.

Mike Potis
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MINI WARFINGER?

N S  — — —— —

I am sorry that your Warfinger is a bit sparce
this time but I have been very busy running a
business, doing work at home, attsnding work parties
doing slide shows, attending a canal group me%ting,
predicing handbills efc and arranging cutings and
events., I have not had time to writs all the
articles required., Tc date 1 have had just one
article for this editioh! '

Mike Potis
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THE LGDON CROASING
Next %time you are at Monkhuide , take 3 Little %ime OFff sng waik 2long
tha rzed that leade 3o Monksbury Court zmd thea follasw tha factnztk ze
where she Caozl line ¢raszes the 1ittle River Isdsn . I dig = shirt ang
fFentle s4roil - Lees then 4 mile in faet - tarcugs: Juies end unsretensious

English countryside , but , 23 you g9 4 well with raverancs and witk = kes
2nd perceptivs sye , for , within thesw Badest yards , 1iz the zay talthe
restoration of (he Herefordshire and Gloucestershirs Canai . Hers , éneap*
sulated ®itriz 769 yards lie examples of nearly all the probiens likely %o
Fe encountersd in the resioration of the Cenal , Sclve Shex , 213 we will
heave the exverisnce with whick %9 fackle the similar , and greater )
challenges eling the Line ; felter , end the Sceiety may be losk:ng toaward:

ihe more modsst ehimciives alrzedy erpresssd b% s acephiaz
S%art by lezning over tlhe Bridge sarepet .2t Widdéis Zours ouen Dav:
Sick's beok 3t nsge ST j. Hers aw average denth of 258" of wa overlies
2 Tiall four fest of 5il¢ 2nd deceyed vegetsticn wiich his seoumiinted for
o

- ¥esrs gince the Janal’e closure . Purshermore ¢ thes wafer ir nsld up
kEat it is et leest 3£t above the level of the ristorsd saciion 24 Skew

Bridge . Claarly the Cpsning ¢f this 170 yard length to nawvigaticn will
invelve the lowering of the water ani the removal of coms 1000 eubie yards
of ajuatic filth . To schisve $his in such & woy thet will no{ be envirop-
mantally”and !cologically dlgastercus will celi for some ciaVﬁr-Engineering
end good wublic relations 4y orfar tn praserve the gosd-will'sf %hose who
live nesy $hiz sttraciive streteh 37 wéter P

Walking further along the rosd » W& regch the 275 yerd Jength of in-
filleZ Cenal . In theory the axszevation of 10,000 eubic yards of f411 may’
Pregent no szrisus techniecal crotiem , but the diaposal of it ( ané who
knows what it comnrises ? )} rould be diffiouls . Zéez2lly , 1% might ne uased
0 re-cresfe the demolished embarkments st the Trome 4 Todon valleys , but
more of that lewsr ., Abou% zn sere of isné will ba reiuirei far rermenent
Canal vee , in addition tc whish some land may alss he temporarily nasied
fior accesr end smeil ¢isposal for all ¢f which the Landownsr mickt ranson-
atly txpact nayment . ! b

As fer as I am concarned , the Bridge leading to ¥Monkebury Gourt is an
enigue . Unleas my survey work is wrong - end I meke no claims of infaliib-
i14%y - the underside of the arch { the =offit ) is e bare 2'-6" abhove the
weter—level at Skew Bridgs - far oo low ta permit navigatison . The Bridge
doesn é} seem to have been recesily lowared : has it subsided or been
Teconstructed since the closure of the Censl % Otker ihan cast s however ,
there should te no mejor oroklew in replacing it with a navigable culvers

No greet prodlems with the nezt 135 yards , Yere the dezaying profile
of the Canzl is easily seen 23 it crogmes ths mesdow |, sastwards , fowards
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EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS

Sunday work parties 10.00 am start.
Crews pitch..Monkhide Skew Bridge.

(May have a rew extra site near Roman

road Herefcrd shortly. Next edition).

Sunday 5th June Sundsay 3rd July
Sunday 7th August Sunday 4th September

SUMMER EVENING WORK GROUPS

Turn up when available, start about 7.00pm

TUESDAY 7th JUNE.WEDNESDAY 15th JUNE
THURSDAY 23rd JUNE.FRIDAY 1st JULY
MONDAY t11ith JULY. TUESDAY 19th JULY
W“?HESDAY 2<7th JULY
ZIDAY 12th AUGUST MONDAY 22né AUGUST
TUESDAY 30th AUGUST

THURSDAY 4th AUGUST
NO WORK GROUP DUE TO

BANK HOLIDAY RALLY ATTEEDANCE.
WEDNESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER

PR S S P eI P S R R R S L R R LS

COACH TOUR AND CRUISE

SUNDAY 10th JULY--KENNETT
Start 8.320 am Leominster Bus statiocn.
G.0C Hereford Bus station.
Coach to Hungerferd, morning cruise
the Kennett and ?vcn Narrow Bcat the
"Keose Hungerford". Lunch may he
Loke* purerased, or kr
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% FUTURE EVENTS FUTURE EVENTS *
¥ SEPTEMBER:veossuns *
¥ Quting to the National Waterways Museum, now *
¥ at Gloucestsr, a look at the Gloucester #
* Docks followed if I can arrange 1t by i
*¥ c¢ruige either on the Sharpness canal or i
* {he Thames and Severn or Stroudwster cansl, ¥
¥ More information in the next edition or sse ¥
*# our pocsters in your local Library. ¥
* Wanted your glides or cine fiim on canzl "
¥ or waterway holidays, events to maks a »
* membersg svening towards the end of september.¥®
2 Please let me have your slides cr fil by »
¥ the end of the first week of September for o
# incusion. They may be handed in at the sghop, *
¥ (Hereford Camera Centre 532 8%t Gwen St 57d. #
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— AUGUST BANK ECLIDAY WEEKEND &
* THE INLAND WATERWAYS NATIOKAL WATERWAYS *#

# - P
. RALLY _ i
* This ysar being helid at Chesterfisid. The *
¥ mosn popiular wata*way“ event of the year, ¥
* Dont miss it b'“% our gta; 11 be *
$ tperse ggein i : - o
* reguired to the *
* show stend. #
% ®
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the Lodon “rallsy « 71 the pad leavel at Skew Bridge 13 maintained , then
batwean 1°-27 snd 3'-0" matarial needs 1o e glesred From ths hase .
®e nmow reach e fenca snd the 125 yard lenzih of the Zanel %o 4he Rivaer

Locer iz ranidly succunbing to the act;vities af the plough snd bull-dogzer

The originel ecamal hanks would have bean 5f% — £7% shove the floor of the

flao&—plaiu=heresbauts}an§ it 1a clesy where the fermer has cut a2 30 yard

wide gep in the bank ¢ reduce the inundation of his lend upstream .

The former Bridge , GCulvert asv anaduc% over the Ladon is no more , but ,
returning $3 the cther side of the wallsey , = varsilsl brook still crozs-
es the Cznel line ty meens of ap inerestipng 1ittie " givhon v ,

The pgﬁtle of restoring the Canal cver tvhe River , end its flood-plain,

rus: Be *1
affzcting etatutory Nain Rivere , and fheir flocd-plains | is subject 4c
legiaiasion vnder the 1376 Lanid Treainage Act ( witn =zich 3.Eallard sgq
wag not cenfronbed !} . If mould bs wrong of me %o gsuggect exsctly whad
this might involve , but 1t seems highly doubtful if s crossing of the
Lodon , with the ked level as =t Skew Bridge , would bs permitted . Some
raising o¢f the bed ; in order to allow 2 large esocugh Bridegs , ’Hicod

sussed iwith the Welah Weter Autharity since 3l work

culverts aud freeboard , is very 1likely %o be a regquirement o? this work .

This , in turn , would leed %o the need ¥o prbvide some locking arrang-
ement , and , since this would bring the lesvel above that of tha highest
pound , Yhere will he 2 problem in sunplying water fo this ssction .

Pernene pumue would ba used , or , 2 long gra?iﬁg feed from furiher uv the

Lodon ? : L

Zhis reaily brings ugs to the end of our walk . Continue , if wyou ﬁigh;
to tht naxt sccess bridze , The Canal haa ?;Fg filled with junk 1 dhe
brioge s0ffit i3 eimiler io2 thet at ¥iddiemesr . Bayord , ths daclining
remnants crogs the fields %2 ¥atery Lans , ¥hare thers will be nroblszoms
in Teingteting the Bridee , &nd on to the Prome Valley , where the
sxvences of major 85uctures and lend rquisifion sre likely %o be mors
sigrnificant then protlems with drainage lew . Finally , if #e are lucky(?)
that fine gactisn at Ashverton will bte reached ,

A tketch showing the sbove feztures accomaniss this artiele , and
thanks given to my dsughter , Fiona , for sssisting with the survey work

sﬁﬁ%ﬁiaé;(/\ Richard Morley

Have 2 nice wslk , ani&foﬂc back or ing #ith icess on how best %o
effect this important stdge of the Canal's restoression .




I was spending & wesk visiting a frienil &=
Yampton neer London. We had wiravellied up o
tns centre of London and were walting for the
guoart of the next performance of "Ths London

Experience™, o very good muti slide presenta-
“icn in the Trocadero cente. Well worih seing
if your im London, although rather sxpersive.
It tells in & segusuce of slides and cine filwm
the story of Lendon., Includind smoke wich
emerges from under the seats, for the fire of
Londen and the fog.

Oh yes! 23 1 was saying, we were aveiving
the stert when we thought we would have a aup
of tea downstsairs. When we found that the tes
came in a small plastic dissposable cup and
cost 85p. It stayed there we rufused tc pay
that. We went out of the centre and in a smsll
back street nearby had a mug of tee gnd a roll
for that much, both fresh and very nice.

- While there.cn my holiday I had to take a
trip to a photographic aggtion at New Milton
near Bournmouth, I stoped &s it was very early
in the morning for a light snack at the motorway
services outside Southampton. After discovering
what an sxpensive and not very apetising break-
fagt was available I juet had & cup of tea.

At New Milton I discovered = small Cafe /
restaurant right opposite the zuiop roem. T
enjoyed a reascnably priced and guite deligious
breakfast. Returning later for lung I had;

Soup, & choice of roash with potatoes, rcast
potatoces and threse veg, bread and buttsr pudding
and a mug of tea, all fcr the sum of £1.80. i
The meal was as much as I could eat,.very tasty
and the restaurant clean with very pclite servica
In these days I anm amazed how such a meal ~an
be provided , and a profit made, &t these prices.

Mikte Pothz
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~ WORK REPORT WORE REPORT

As at date received no work party repcrt for
—thisedition I will try and report on the
progress that I am aware of at the moment.

Monkhide, preparations are being made for

The Waterweys Recovery Group to attend at the

next bank lLoliday weekend. The task being done

is the clearance of gilt from under the Skew

tridge and the restoration of the ifcwpath here,
A number of evening snd ad-hoc work party

roups rave zlready done goume worh hers recant-

v. Little extras hass'besn dons to the west of
1e main road, on the newest section, lately

az too many tesks not ancugh volunteers. But
work is progressing.

A new workeite! Near the Romsn rcad in Hersf{ard
Pesk engineerin, the Morbain Group, are very
interested in the restoration of ths canal site
onn the edge of their industial sstate and are
preparsd tc stand the expense of &n excavator
with operater for twe dsys to dredge the shori
gectlon here. I{ ig hoped uhaf permissicon may
te eventuelly giver for MOTE zanagl to he rencva-

ted hers in the IZubturs. %e a“P tne suppors of
“he G2ty Council in Er ajeet,

ol
It is hoped thet this sould mske 2 nice

& apim (o 30

e ~r -

_sisure walk., This would give sur Cazal cievy
more sHprart.
it is usred thet ghortly TFeter 8 . 5
excavate the cgnsl peet the Sxew Wz
£t lget we sra starving to get s ¢ from
the loeal sounclls. We zre delightls PEPCry
that R sa&l& donation hes besn msde ‘rom
City Ccuncil and frem Sout ovd
suncilicwards our resiors T,
cal councilg navs sgres tean
the ecenzl
ZEd RSk #wall
& d in Eeraferd
ok “end mue nf gstuing
&
A rosi hers,
Al I
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THE KEMNET AND AVOM CAMNAL
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SALES

BOOKS

“The Herefore and Gloucaster Canal™
by DAVID BICK

THe hard backed book af cur C

? . s
HEL e ww ow e

ATl
i

"The Diary of a Rowing Tour from Oxford
to London in 1875" by Howard Williams . . £4.50
{inciuding navigation of zhe H. & G.
and the River Wye)

¥* # * * % ¥* e “
KEY RING and ADDRE3S_PRAD. {(with Wild Dird.—.me——
R, o JE—— - - - - " -
s R EABIE o5 s s 50p

Colourful TEA TOWEL with Canal Scene

Various . « « % » £.m b e
POSTCARDS: 1) Lydney Canal Docks ) :
Z2) Gloucester Docks ) 10p
F 3) The Wave in Gloucester ) each
Docks 3
All-purpose GREETINGS CARD. Large, with
enveloupe

,Pieture: Hereford Canal Pasif .+ ¢« « +» + «  3I3P

Tllustrated NOTELETS. 10 with envelopes
Picture:; Monkhide Skew Bridge . « « « . « £1.00

HISTORIC CANAL PICTURES: Copies 6"x8"
nounted or card

Oxenkall Lock Conttage )
Canal Lock - location unknown sl 6;259*
Canal Wharf and Lock - Jocation
unknown ) 2-50 .
B 4+ * e * - +* E 3

ALL SALES: Peter Woodfield or Mike Potts
Addresses inside frormt cover,
Postage extra unless we can deliver
easily. Thank you for your support.
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