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WORK PARTY REPORT SUNDAY NOV. 6th. T98B.

A very good effort was made by all who attended
this Work Party, to mové a very large amount of
hardcore from the entrance to the towpath area
by Monkhide Bridge down onto the dug out section
which at present forms a temparay ramp.

This wiil allow easier access for the smalley
Ané Dumper, as we hopefully progress towards the
Accomodation Bridge. ' o ‘
Prior to and during the moving of the hardcore
the area of towpath-was pumped clear of water
which had ccliect2d during the last few weeks.
Further work was carried out on Mrs. Orams section
and during the Winter months, weather permitting,
we hore to concentrate on clearing the towpath
section of this stretch, thus providing easier
and quicker access,eon foot, for the next"Big
Jungle Bash" at the Easter Work Camp in I989.

Future Work Party Dates, ™ .
- SUNDAY ‘4th. DECEMBER 'SE&.
SUNDAY 8th. JANUARY '89.
SUNDAY 5th. FEBRUARY 'B89.
SUNDAY 5th. MARCH '89.

FRIDAY 24th. MARCH TO SATURDAY Ist. APRIL '89.
EASTER WORK CAMP (WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP)

PETER WOODFIELD WORK PARTY ORGANISER.



LETTERS TO THE EDITCR.

Please can I have some! I have received
no article at all for this edition of the
Wharfinger. What's the matter with you lot
out there. Your spellin can't be worse thin
zine!l

Anything, a cake recipe even,
We have attended the National Waterways Rally
in September. Articles promised, not - -matured,
we had a canal outing earlier, no articles,
some of us have hadcanel holidays, still no
articles. Come on cut there get your pens cut.

Next items for Spring edition by 12th
February please.

. I would like to wish all our members a very
merry christmas and a heppy new year.

1989 will prove I am sur to be a very busy
yesr for us. We have lois plsanned.

We heope to hold another cpen day and %o be
able to show a new dredged end navigable length
of canal. Although in hand the work to complete
this is far from completed extra help would be
appretieted.

What would we give for ocur own plant. Has
anyone out there got an excavator they no longer
need and would like to donate to the society,
along with a dumper or truck to remove our
dredgings. If we had our ocwn plant and could
affort to maintain it our progress would fly
along. We have at present of course to raise -
funds &and hire the plant and operator to dc any
dredging. This means that the maximum we could
afford in a year is probably about two weeks or
so. This is just not rapid enough.

Sti1ll we have some plans that hopefully in
ihe next few years should speed up our operat=

ons. :



EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS

SLIDE,XND FILM EVENING. .
An evening of slides from members of the
soclety with oomentary. Plus a selection of

16mm films from the 1950s showing mining history

in Wales. Farming in the Cotswolds and a look at
Merseyside. Others as time allows. 2
.Refreshments provided. - - -
- CATHEDRAL SCHOOL THEATRE

CHRISTMAS DINNER....

As last year we will be having a Christmas
dinner in January. :

All members and families sare invitad.
A full Christmas dinner will be provided W%ith
all the trimmings. Bring Your own wine though.

The dinner will be held again at Country
Fayre in Widemarch Strest. 7.45 for 8.00 rm
stert. £5.50 each, children £5.00

Vabe.. SITLL LAy AL s 1o sEe

- Do ,join us we had an excelent meal last
Jear. Very good value too.

Bookings {befcre Christmas piease! 1o
Mike Potts, If insuficient bockinge received
oy Christmas the meal will not take place,

A



/é ’ THE INTREPID NAVIGATOR )

Whitsun Cruise — River Wye

Some sey 'an idea is borne' in the same way 'as & seed 1a sown' end 80 navigating
the tidal stretch of the river Wye bezamc & reality. The sixties saw me living
4n an unknown cormer of rural England. the lush unspoilt valley of the Wye since
‘when & 'secret %ish' has been To sec greater use made of the river. Consequently
at Hewkesbury 84: one might say ‘the seed of the ¥ye was sown' more in the wey of
& joke unfortunstely Edwerd and Pauls' Fether towhom it was directed died some
four months later.

. . = .

During the following eiazhteen months every possible opportunity wvas
used to explore the rivers histery, its present state, Seeking local
contmcts and generelly much research into poesibilities of navigetion.
A 10ft dirnghy {2hp) was used for reconoitering visually and precticelly
betveen Chepstow and Heraford., The tidal Severn between Sharpness

and Beachley was 2lso studied vie 0S maps end chert,

- b

Lg§6 - July'came and 40ft NB Buccanceggtade its eépic voyape from the
rth- Ea st waters in preprzretion for an expla.-..to.—v' cruise scercss the estuery

gnd up river & fev miles, An initisl response broupht iarthe. information and &n

eifer to eccempany Buccaneer on & mini cruise was made .rom Hower? Jones-end his

wvife Jill who have cruised the Yye as far as Lilxmdogoin their 23ft Princess 'Sea Mist

This == great sews and something positive towards bringing Bceting (other than

canoes) back Lo one of Englends most beautiful rivers. A reslly exciting venture

vas ahead {|

Whitsun - 1688 Fridey 27 May - Sharpness Dock bridpe was booked for 4.00 pm.

'Sea Mist' end 'Bucceneer' proceeded into the dock and thence the see lock where @

coaster was towering over us, 5,00 pm ssv us through the lock end making for. the

vast expense of weter shead. It was & nesp tide with ebout 1 hour to H¥ COnaequE;;Iy

for the first two hours I did not make wuch headway 2 mph with a 13 hp Lister diesel

however we made the menth of the Wye before the ebb proved too strong e further hour

tock us up river to Chepstow where Buc:ané%?f%ﬁ%ve the bridge attached to & Buoy,
this anchorage proved to'sbe rather more than exciting and would advise to ancher
gbove the Castle in the Longhope Reach as 'Ses Mist'. For this leg of the cruise
Sharpness/Tintern 'Buccaneer® had a crew of three - Skipper-Bernard Jessop -
Second Mate-Paul Jennings - 1st Lt-Marilyn Slinn., 'Jims'Buoy'es it is known -
Jizm and Mary Simpson are locale of the VWye Valley living et Catbrook, Tintern
for many yeare and heve & wealt] of inferuation on the river and owners of a
cruiser having recently beceme IWA branch mumbers.



2 i
With 'Bucceneer' secur=d to the buoy Howard and Jill were called up on the VHF radio
that had been loaned by 'Sea Mist' for the occemson informing them of L% was the
ictention to heed upriver to Tintern' on the morning flood tide fe 5,00 am || Ses

Mist to spend Saturday at its mooring and proceed on the evenings tide at 4,30 pm,

Saturdnz 28 5.00ani q; anchor and cast offifrom buoy; the true beeuty of the Wye
Val!ey unfolding before us makes that eariy rise so worthwhile all in all adding
te the '"fun' of navigating on tidal waters, Rounding the first of many hairpin
bends Chepstow Castle 1it up with the early morning sun, quietly passing 'Sea Mist!
snug at her ancharage the deep gorge of Longhepe Reach at its head the 300ft kigh
cliffs of Wintours Lesp, a favourite haunt: of cl imbers, pessing Lovers Leap and
Priors Rebch over Hook Weir where two yeors previously 'Buccaneer' had speat the
night "high and dry'- the gep being missed i Continuing on the last bend before
Tintern the workings of a Quar:‘_\rﬂ 38?3,‘3&&& on the Yelsh bank within a hundred yards
an emazing sight & 'lleronry’ of seme 20 -30 nests clustered togethar, their nggEEﬂth.
Nerds and beaks turned to 'Bucceneer' as she passed quietly and swiftly by; not a
sin ie bird took flight. It was indeed a wonderfui sight more sa for being undis-
turied by the quarry workings, with pist rising out of the tree covered hillside
conpleted the leauty of a her day'shead. Tintern Abtey looms ahead, passing the -
entrance to the lcck/dock (disused) unger the tramvay bridge over Ash Weir to tie

y to yet another buoy, snchar cast astera then a well eaTned — veturn to bunks
ﬁ ~9.30 am. On rising once more a hearty breakfast vas .anjoyed after which it was
noted low water was fast approaching ~ tims to move t- Jims' ladder on the retaining
wall with ancher cast astern until tide ceased to :all. Tintern being an ertraction,
an idesl mooring the trio clumbered the vertiesl ladder. At this poin:t Paul deceided
having cruised oo £or with others was keen to do & 1lirtle navizating on his own hence
Set out £n the dinghy cnly te be discavered later some 100 yds downstream stuck on
the cpposite baak (shear pin problem). Buccaneer comes to the rescun towing the
€ingy; by this time Xay had arrived from Yorkshire followed oy a series of dur Wye
friends. Robin Phelps who was to escort the convoy up river in his 12ft Dory, Jim
and his Son, Barry Balderstone (back up crew). Amidst a flurry of excitment we
heard over the VAF that "See Mist' vas fast approaching Tintern on the fleod a awifr
cest off was made and the convoy headed upstream with Robin giving appropiate signals.
Lynn, Brock end Coed~Ithel Weirs vere navigated passing through some quite magnificen:
Scenery. The village of Llandogo reminisest of 8 Little Switzerland; prior to the
pagsage of Coed-Ithel Weir 'Seo Mizt' was advised tc hold back for at that moment
there wes just 24-3ft water. Directly below Ridingstrcam Weir 'Buccaneer' mcored
for Saturday night that evening five of us (Barry joined us) spent a joily evening at
Jim'und Marvs teautiful home 'Forest View' over looking Tintera arriving scaked and

weiry however in next to no time sur strength wzs regained thanks to the Simpsora
Saturday night ’Sea Miss!:

returned to its Chepstow ancharége with Robin to his
mooring &% Brockweir Quay.
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Sund;z 29 5.00am Slight movement felt round 'Buccaneer' s cursory glence at my

L -

vetch, e quick peep to the window Jessops'marker (alvays to be used on tidal neirgeions .

did not eppesr to have altered - return to the snug of my sleeping bag firstly
putting kettle onl Marilyn beside me, not ® stir, Helf en hour later felt convinced
chang: of movement was taking place, some procedure &nd YES water rieing on marker.
Call reveille. $.00 sm" Cast off. With the sun already up we cleared Ridingstream
‘H’eir end within fifteen minutes we were at Bigsweir where there was & slight problem
arose holding vs up for appreximately an hour; this was not over the weir itself

but a deeper channel round the island where we were engaged in 'trimming branches',
Once cleered Buccaneer' continued slowly beyond weir to mocr Qbove Bigsweir Bridge
st E.00 am.*We had now nevipated to the tidal it 15 ni.‘.es'up river the intenrion
being to endeavour to resch Monmouth. Sunday evening saw Marilyn feturn to Glonmssr
vith memories of a cruise never to be forgotten,

fondey 30 Cesting off at e civilised hour._once 2pain heeding upstresm with Paul

2t the bows, pole &t the ready depth checking New Weir being a possible obstacle
hiwever with epring tides fast approeching we were hopeful; the weir finelly cong-
sed ot the fourth attempt oo Wednesday 1 June. Between the first attempt end final
ne.Tuesdey 31 sav us cruising downstresm to Tintern where & filn crew from BBG b e
Lave aweiting us 'Buccaneer' duly obliged end cryised between the two weirs,

£.90 pm -Onca-again kead upstres:z Robins' Dery Accompanying ue as far as Brockweir.
T tide was now et 'Springs' for the next threc daye al-_l‘&idng us'plenty of depth
crar Bigsweir; 'Sea Mist'had returned up river to Bigsweir on Sunday Z¢7 '

¥ednesdzv 1 June ‘The conguering of New Weir proved qilite & chellerge with a tinge
ef an emazonfon expedition to it, The fourth end final attempt of MW there wes 3/4ft
“iter at ite shallowest hovever 2ft of fresh water was flowing in fhe weir gap at
cbovt Smph. Buccaneer 2 littie urderpovered et 13 hp, another 5 hp would have made
ell the difference, B.00 am Cast off as curreat sleckens and becks up uit.h:ﬁdal,
influence, engine now told, skipper feeling fit using 12ft pole we passed uf.--"llew Weir
slovly thence straight on to Redbrook rapids where there was no question that the
Velsh side wvas the deepest; both the crew and Bucceneer geve their all but to no
aveil, 8 break was calldd for drifted 1" downstream, cooled engine, had lunch,
dinghy stowed on top for less drag. 2.00 p= . Second 8ttecpt, half way up the rapids
» sheltered spot between the Willows was found for mooring and conui:icntly 200 yards
dovnstream from the 'Boat Inn'. 6.00 pm A etring of visitors called friends from
Gloucester Marilyn and Barry and our Wye friends. The evening vas rounded cff by
spending & convivial evening in the aptly named Im.ruenburina‘ the boetmen of old
would have called, What wore fitting occasion to end dhe Wye Expedition et this
point. -

Key Jernings Bernerd Jessep



INLAND WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL RALLY. MANCHESTER 88
(A sycesful weekend)

REPORT BY;

Stop Press. We had a very kind offer

of a twelve seater trip boat for our

canal at a very reasonable cost.

This kind offer was made by Red Line

Boats of Geytre Wharfe Nr Abergavenny.
We are to invetigate, a mooring .

rlzce, storags, insurance running costs,

zraw Tohz etz
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NEW YEARS RESCLUTION:

TO INTRODUCE TWO NEW MEMBERS
TO THE SOCIETY IN 1989
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CHESEIRE CRUISING. ,

Since the last "Wherfinger" I have enjoyed my
second canal holiday.

1 persuaded two of my friends to join me
on a cruising holiday from Anderton. to Elesmere
Port and back.

Our boat, hired from IML was very clean and
comfortable. As my friends had never had & canal
“holiday before they did not know what to expect.

A very slow relaxing week was expected but
a very enjoyable. energetic week was experienced.

We visited a few ceanalside pubs, the Big
Lock at Middiewich where it took us almost
1% hours to get a dehilii.the Barbridge Inn et
Barbridge Jjuntion, very nice jass night too,
and the Castle Ectel at Bseston where we had
a very enjoyable mesl.

The Middlewich Branch was very pretty but
on our return journey we experienced heavy
rain and gale fcrce winds, making it hard going.

We explored Chester a very pretty city with
a vast selection of -shops to explere. The
staircese flight of locks here were very steep
and interesting. The canal from here to
Elesmereport was very weedy and had seen 1littl
ttafic. We enjoyed the boat Museum although we
were expecting more of a selection of boats
here but it was interesting to see the ship
canal so close and the lights around this
area made interesting night photographs.

On cur returning we were making good time
so we decided to tske a small diversion and
visit Nantwich. We are glad we did. What a
pretty town. It had just woh an award from
town in bloom. No wonder, there were flowers
everywhere. The nice old buildings, many
black and white were very atractive. The sun
was out and we had a very enjoyable afternoon.

Unfortunately the next day (friday) proved
to be the only one where we really had bad
weather, in fect it was so bad when we went to
.moor the winds were so strong it took us

right across ths carnzl so we had no choice bnt
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to carry on. The evening though proved to be a calm
‘mild one. Our final night found us moored up next .
to the Anderton 1lirft. This impresive structure used
to 1ift boats from the river Weaver up teo the Trent
and Mersey canal. . .

Unfortunately when we got back on the final morn-
.ing to the boat yard we found that several cars had
been broken into, fortunately ours was alright.

We enjoyed breakfast in the boatyard restaurant
befare setting off for honme. b

My frlends had enjoyed their holiday so much that
one is being planned for 1989,

*The.‘Middle Lock Inn although the meal we had was
very nice it took us almost 1% hours to get Miand as
they stoppsd serving food at 9,30 we wereunable tec get
a sweei. .




CHATIRMANS REPORT. CRUISING ON THE
BRECON & ABERGAVENNY CANAL
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE "BRANCH.

i GLOYCESTERTHIRE BRANCH 1. W, L S.
MCVEMBER 1884

Tuesday, 15ih Movember 7-3Cpm at 'ljéwite:;bury Marine.

The l.‘.iydle Puffers. a talk by Hamish Dawson .

Saturday, 18th Nowsmhsr. Cheitenhem High Street.

Phis is the first of five Saturdsys that we hope to have our stall ocut this
year. Lock forwerd to see our old frlends. and alsc some new one: at Lhe new
site. ! ) .
DECCMEER 1983,

Tuasday.l 20th December 7-30pm A the B.¥W. Museur Schosls Loom Gloucester.
Restoring Exhibits for Gloucesier, = talk by David McDougzil,

JTANUARY 1989,

Tuesday, 17th Jsnuary 7~30pm at Tewkesoury Marina.

The AVON RING. A video of a hollday taken by Graham Ettl:s and Des Pinnock,
Inst year. _ .
FERRDARY 1924.

Tu-elsdu:ir. 218t February 7-30 at the B.W. Ituseum. Schocls room Gloutester.

The Fisgeh of C»I'oucester— the story of a Barge. I

A-talk by Tony Paris.

MARCH 1988,

P .
Friday, #7  March 7-30pm at the B.¥. Museum Schools room Gloucester.

Annual General Meeting Inland Waterwsys Association Gloeucestershire.
-
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TH= MINES OF NEWLENT AND ROSS

Although the Forest of Dean is well known for 115 minmtag heritage. the
mines witich worked over a period of centuries around its northern
borders have been quite forgotten. The tiny Newem Coafield was
once considersd of great potential, bringing a canal to the town
[ron-ore was raised for the Newent [ronworks in the reign of C"la.lcs
[i, and there were trials for silver and gold, one of which, near Ross,
may be attributable to the Romans.

A historv of this neglected iccal :ndustry, which dia not cease until
within living memory. is il here for the first time. It e:'.comp:.ss':s
the results of many years researcii, with dJetails of presertds
temains, and is fully illustrated with photograpiss, mass wi plans,

The zuthor is 3 chartered enginsering consultant, and has written 2

"aumber of books on local history and industria! aschaeology, inciu-

d fing The H:reford & Glouczsier Canal. The Oid [ndusires of Dean, and
The Gloucesier & Cheltenham Tramroad. Heis a Fellow of ine Society
o:‘ Anticuarnies, and past-charrman of the Gloucesterstire Society for
Industrial Archaeslogy.
; J'y '!j H -' |!|‘

V o

Obtainable from bookseilars, or direct from the publishers.
THE POUND HOUSE, NEWENT, GLOS. GL18 }PS
ISBN 0 06385 06 .-C

‘PUBLICATICH DATH! OCTOEER 19,1987

£6.935 AS B8 pages Casebound.




- ._ SALES
BOOKS:
"The Hereford and Gloucester Canal™

by DAVID BICK
The hard ?acked book of our Cawnal . + & + » 25.80

"The Diary of a Rowing Tour from Oxford
to London in 1875" by Howard Williams . , £k.50
(including navigation of the H. & G.
and the River Wye)

* * #* * + +« * * .

Colourful TEA TOWEL with Canal Scene
VETEOUSR o o & + o ElaH5

POSTCARDS: 1) Lydney Canal Doecks )
2) Glsucesier Docks ) 10y
3) The Wave in Gloucester ) each
Decks )

All-purpose GREETINGS CARD. Large, wiib
‘ » envelope
Plcture: Hereford Canal Basin . . . « . « 35p

* +* * * - «{ - *
ALY SALES: Petar Nﬂedfie d or Mika Poilczs
Addressesg ing Ja frort cover.
Pogdtapge extra uniess we can deliver
w
gaally, Thaok you for your suapport.
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