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E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 39 vears ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer
right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 vears, and we will continue to work
fogether in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. cucocr

SHEETMETAL WORKS

For further details please

contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700334 GLOUCETER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL19 411
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=4¢ EDprorAL $P=
AN EXCELLENT START

ur new H&G Restoration Fund,

first mentioned in the last
edition of The Wharfinger has got
off to an excellent start. By making a
regular payment to this dedicated
fund our Members will enable our
volunteers to continue to achieve
very significant amounts of
restoration at a fraction ol the
commercial cost. The maintenance of
physical progress is vital to our
ongoing discussions with external
bodies regarding the restoration of
the whole Canal.

Despite a great deal of hard work
‘behind the scenes’ by our Treasurer, and
our fund-raising team, budgets are
exceedingly restricted at present. The
continuing growth in commitment to the
Restoration Fund is a real encour-
agement to those volunteers toiling away
with both pen and spade! If you have not
already supported us in this manner
further details are on page 10.

Meanmwhile, our sincere thanks to the
founding contributors 10 the H&G
Restoration Fund

By CHilf Penny

striving for even higher standards as the
issues go by! Our particalar thanks to
one Member, who also is the Editor ol
another inland waterway organisation’s
magazine, who promptly sent an e-mail
saving

“Cliff.

You certainly Rnow how to make a chap
imiserable, T have recently taken over the
editorship of the quarterly magazine of our
Canal Society. 1 have revamped it, added
pictures, colour on the front, produce it
with the latest technology and even semt it
to the printers by wire. 1 then allmied
mvselfl a moment of sel~saiisfaction before
begivning the next ediifon.

But as I am siariing, what comes
through the letterbox but the summer
edition of The Wharfinger. Wiha:
brilliance, what fmagination in design,
wihat iypegraphical artistry, wiat composi-
tional gerins, what good reading! What is
this? Are they frving to put the rest of s
aut of business?

My heartiest congratulations on a
stunning publicatfon. Lel the IWA give
woul the prize for the best sociely magazine
arad Tel thae rest of s refurn i our misery!”

SNAIL MAIL

A GOOD CHANGE?

Thank you to the many Members and
supporters who have made very
favourable comments on the new look
for The Wharfinger. Your team worked
hard to meet the print deadline and are

We are currently liaising with Royal
Mail over the appalling service that we
received when the last edition of The
Wharfinger was posted. Our postal
lcam lake the enveloped copies, all
neatly boxed, 1o the main sorting office

The Wharfinger
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: CHARACTER BOAT HIRE? 7

We don't pretend to have the latest “state of the art” canal boats for hire, with
the most modern accessories and gadgeis. We do, however, operate a fleet of
great variety and character, including interesting traditional style boats, some
with boatman's cabins and traditional controls. comfortable semi-trads and
cruisers. Sizes range from 2-12 berihs.

Qur location is central for the Llangollen Canal, Cheshire Ring, 4 Counties
Ring. Chester Branch and the Caldon Canal. No previous experience required.
Group bookings and pets welcome.

Send for our brochure: =[.ow cost “bargain breaks
from £<£5 each
LEWICE BARRORg,, " v
Nﬁ CANAL TERRACE ?&
l“ MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CWI1D 9BD
Tel: Middlewich (01606) 832460

= Website: www.middlewichboats.co.uk P
INSURANCE o

e A
What will the name on your renewal e lﬁ%

notice be this Year?
Wiy not find ont wihat the ondy company fo

specialise in Insurance for the Diland Our range of policies include—~
Waterways for the fast 23 vears can offer von! Personal Effects Cover at normal
WE ALSO OFFER BOTH premium rate
LTIIEEMTI?;_:; ?gﬁg%ﬁggﬁ:{%{; Cover with a major British Insurance
Company
AS PART OF OUR RANGE = L
If you want 1o choose the boat cover you want for No Excess on Third Party Claims
your boat, then perhaps we should be talking! Semi-protected Mo Claims Discount
Mi Chael St impsﬂn Up to 40% No Claims Discount
S" AS SOC i ﬂt es Residential and Commercial use

Wide Legal Protection Cover
& Morfolk Road, Rickmansworth, Heris WD3 1QE Fr—m=—— 2

Tel: (01923) 770425 Fax: (01923) 721559 Fitting out Risks
24hr Answerphone (01923) 770255 No survey on Older Crall if BSC
email: stimpson(@aol.com Parts | & 2 are in force

www.insurance-marine.co.uk
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in Hereford where we pay for them to be
franked - by, according to the receipt,
‘Rayal Mail Priority Services’, Perhaps we
should be talking to Trading Standards
in respect of misrepresentation. We
know that some ook a week 1o arrive -
priovity indeed!

Talking of the post, Dr lan Roper
(leader of our postal Team) is anxious o
expand the list of volunteers who assisi
with the quarterly task of ‘stulling” The
Wharfinger into the envelopes to cope
with the ever-increasing numbers! This
vital ‘behind the scenes® role is one
where the saying “muamy fands make light
work” definitely applies — and a few more
names on his list would assist at times of
holiday or illness. Anyone living in, or
within a few miles of Hereford. {as that's
where it is printed and despatched) who
would be willing to assist from time to
time — just a couple of days 4 1imes a
year — is asked to contact Heather Worth
on 01432 270 552.

CANAL CAMP SUCCESS

Our very own Canal Camp made
excellent progress on the first stage of
constructing the new pumping station
wet well shaft, at Over, in June. As
reported on page 20, this was made
possible by generous assistance from a
number of organisations and (as always)
the dedicated cfforts of our own
volunteers. As with so much of our work
at Over, the scale and complexity of this
construction would be a challenge for a
professional construction firm so our
congratulations to everyone involved,

A vital piece of plant in use during the
Canal Camp was our own 18 tonne Volvo
articulated dumper — which last saw
(very acrive) service during the excav-
ation of Over Basin - and just managed

to last out until the job was finished!
Thanks to the staff and apprentices at
the Defence Storage and Distribution
Depot a1 Ashchurch (some 14 miles from
Over) this has been virtually totally
rebuilt - a fantastic achievement for
which we are very grateful. The full
story is on page 26,

NO ENTRY!

Hardly a week goes by without
someone visiting the Over site and being
disappointed that they are unable 1o see
what progress has been made. As we
have stressed in every issue since work
started there is no public access to the
fowpath at present other than on one
of the {now very regular) Open Days
[for details see page 19].

We have an active construction site
where Health & Safely considerations are
paramount. When work is not under
way the access is locked for safety and
security reasons. Your understanding
and co-operation is greatly appreciated,
thank yvou.

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW

As Members and supporters know, this
is one of our major fund-raising
initiatives each year. The winning tickets
will be drawn at the National Waterways
Festival, Milton Keynes, on August Bank
Holiday Monday. If you have not already
done so please return sold ticket stubs
and money to our Treasurer, Liz Connors
faddress on inside back cover), without
delay,

To everyone who has bought (and
sold!) tickets - and to the holiday prize
donors and nPower our print sponsors -
our sincere thanks. » CRP

The Wharfinger
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE (A0

VALLEY

QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974 BOAT CENTRE

| _

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. 5top dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell - we can advise on design or build B-;:‘

to your specification - our quotes will please you. ik
Finance ierms available. Part exchange considered. K

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fleicher sports
boais, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.5. examiner.

Stor PrEss: We have been appointed as main dealers for
the SHIRE range of engines.

Chitk, SHLLEETRSM

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOF, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MAIL: salesi@severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
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=€@¢ COMMITTEE 9=

matters

ny Austin-Bailey reviews three
Council of Management meetings
so that our Members and supporters are

kept up to date.. ..

APrIL COMMITTEE

It was with great sadness that we
learned of the death of Dr Robin
Andrews. Robin was the catalyst for the
formation of the original H&G Canal
Society, and he was one of its founder
members as well as its first Chairman, It
was fitting, therefore, that three more of
our earliest Members, Nigel Jefferies,
Mike Potts and John Startin, should
represent the Trust at his funeral, [There
was o tribute to Robin inn the last edition. |

Council decided that the Highways
Agency should be reminded that the
local Planning Authority had designated
land at "The Willows® for canal purposes
and should be informed that we felt that
the price they were asking was excessive.
They would also be advised that we
would resist any plans for developing the
site if they incorporated the “canal land’,
or invalved obtaining Change of Use
approval. The Agency would be advised
that the Forest of Dean District Council
had written to the Canal Trust to confirm
that the route of the Canal was protected
through the site. Also that we would
monitor to ensure full disclosure of
planning constraints if any atiempt was
made at resale,

Despite missing the Tractor Show at
Malvern, and possibly other events if the
foot-and-mouth  discase outbreak

continued, we anticipated that we would
end the financial vear in the planned
position.

The Over Business Plan was expected
to be before Council in May. Tewkesbury
BC are expected 1o approve plans for the
lock cottage replacement {Highways
Azency objections had bezn withdrawn,
withdrawal by Environment Agency was
likely in the near future).

Will Frecknall, as Chairman of Council,
reiterated the need for a chairman of the
Canal Trust; it was agreed, however, that
experience had shown that such a person
should come from within Council, if
possible. Accordingly, it was decided that
every cffort should be made to interest
new Members in the work of Council,
including contacts at our social evenings.

MNew Trading Company products aimed
at Over were introduced. Until Boats
Group can undertake work on the trip
boat it will be used in the form adopted
for the Over reopening.

The 3rd edition of David Bick's book
hopefully to be published next year will
include a section on restoration progress.

May COMMITTEE

*The Willows' - Excellent letter from
Diana Organ MP to Lord Whitty,
Highways Agency to be chased for a

The Wharfinger
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Buying a Boat..?

Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..!

Whether you are looking to buy a narrow boat, hire one
for a holiday or you already own one, you need look no
further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience
in hand building boats and operating the UK's finest
fleet of holiday craft you can be sure that we can =~ aghlR¥
help you with all you need to cruise el
on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services oL L

including diesel, gas, pumpouts, m\u Kl
moorings, brokerage services, Ry e YT,
boats for sale, repair, : \
breakdown and refit
work, boat painting,
signwriting and

RYA Helmsman

Training.

e alueohureh com

Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email: enyuines@alvecliurdy.com

Alvechurch Boat Centres Lud, Scarlield Whatl, Alvechurch, Wores, B48 750

8
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reply to our letter,

will Frecknall to chair the AGM
because our Yice PFresident, Robert
Barnes, will be unable attend.

The Treasurer stressed the importance
of her being notified of any work site or
venue injury, in order that the Canal
Trust be protected in the event of a
claim. Injuries to now not only be
entered in the statutory accident report
book but also reported to the Treasurer.

Two trading events have been
cancelled owing to the foot and mouth
disease outbreak, two more are likely.
Efforts are being made to find alternative
venues; so far two have been found.

A volunieer has been appreached to
replace Elizabeth Lloyd, who is
relinquishing publicity work. Brian Fox
was asked to co-ordinate all publicity.

JUNE COMMITTEE

This was a special meeting called to
discuss the Over Business Plan prepared
by David Penny, Nigel Bailey and Philip
Marshall.

Subject to the Environment Agency
withdrawing their objection (which is
anticipated shortly) Tewkesbury Borough
Council Officers had delegated authority
to grant Flanning Permission for the new
building, The Wharf House.

In principle, Council of Management
approved the concept of the uses within
the proposed building.

David Penny and Nigel Bailey were
authorised to continue external
discussions in order to seek further
advice and assistance for the Canal Trust.

* TA-B

o

Specialists in: -

Tel: (01452) 252414

N

RDD INSURANCE BROKERS

MourLsHAam MiLL CENTRE, PARKwAY,
CHELMsFORD, Essex, CM2 7PX

All Industrial and Commercial Insurance transacted,

Motor Trade

Charities Hotels
Schools Retail
Nursing Homes Engineering
Printers/Publishers

We guarantee a professional, independent and
personal service on all matters without obligation.

For a free consultation call us today on: -

Fax: (01452) 546802

e
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HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE

CANAL TRUST

ESTORATION

Far 18 vears the Trust has been restoring this
historic canal at Monkhide in Herefordshire,
at Oxenhall and, most recently, at Over just west
of Gloucester. About four miles of the original 34
are now back "in water".

Our ultimate aim is to recreate the canal berween
the two cities, providing new opportunities for
walkers, cyclists, boaters and all lovers of the
countryside, as well as boosting tourist income
along the route.

Over the next few years we have very ambitious
plans for restoration which will require money as
well as volunteers' time. Currently we are
dependent on income from Trust membership
and donations and from fundraising events. We
are secking grant funding but the uncertainty of
successfully winning any bids makes budgeting
and planning extremely difficult.

For the equivalent of half a pint of
beer a week or a Sunday paper, you
could help progress projecis such as:
*+ ¥
Restoring the lock and historic
stone barn at Over
+ 9
Completing the restoration of
House Lock at Oxenhall
*+de
Purchasing land to enable restoration
of further sections of canal.

+9

ZF

fundk

We have

therefore

introduced the Restoration
Fund. We invite members
and supporters to contribuie
a small, regular payment
each month which will help
finance specific projects.

How IT WORKS:

+ Contributors

+

pay a
minimum of £3 per month
by Standing Order. Gift Aid
can enhance this at no cost
to the contributor

Annually, The Wharfinger
will report how the money
has been spent

Annually, we will invite
contributors o an exclusive
social event at an H&G
restoration venue that has
progressed during the
previous yvear for a talk
and/or tour and a buffer
meal.

Thank you
for your
support

WORKING TOGETHER 1N THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE.®

10
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Restoranon_fund

We are very busy drumming up support for the Restoration Fund
(details of how YOU can help are on previous page). We've had lots of
positive response about displaying the leaflets from several sources,
including the Worcester and Birmingham Canal Society, The Droitwich
Canal Trust, The National Waterways Museum, and Maisemore Parish
Magazine. Other sources of help are actively being pursued. We are
particularly grateful for the support of other Canal Societies, and hope
that our getting together will be of mutual benefit.

If you have not already done so please consider supporting the
Restoration Fund - a regular income to the H&G Canal Trust will
mean so much more can be planned and we will be able to take
advantage of various grant opportunities that require reciprocal
funding.

If you know of any organisation that would be willing to circulate
leaflets to their supporters/members please let me know - by phone
01452 713 280 or, preferably, by email: janegreeneyes99@aol.com

* Jane Jones

I wish te contribute to the BANKERS ORDER
H&GCT Restoration Fund:

To: (mame aned address of vour bank)
Name:
Address:

Please pay to account Ne. 11600894,
Postcode: sorting code No. 16-21-20 of the
Tel: Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust

at the Roval Bank of Scotlend, 21, Broad
[ wish The Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal | St, Hereford. HR4 QAP the sum of
Trust 1o treat all subscriptions/donations that Imake | £ on this dav and thereafter

from Apil 8 2000 unil 1 nodfy you otherwise, a5 | monthly on the 1st of the month until
Gift Aid donations, Furthet notice.

Signed: Date: Signed: Date:
My Account No:

Please return to:

Liz Connors, 18 St Ethelbert Close, Sort Code:
Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford HR1 3BF . o
11
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The Coal Branch now rewatered by MNigel Freeman of the Lock Cottage al Oxenhall.

PROGRESS AT OXENHALL

I was accused of being depressed in
the last edition of The Wharfinger, which
made me sit back and think, and I
suppose it is true to a certain extent. It is
now about 9 months since we did any
substantial work on the lock and i1 is
difficult to keep the enthusiasm going
and find useful work to do in the
meantime. However, our team [s iiching
to get on with it again now that some
decent weather is here and they are still
rolling up on Tuesday mornings pointing
trowels at the ready! We actually got a
chance to use them one week when we
went down to Over where they are still
finding plenty to do including walls that
aren’t finished.,

Frogress has however been made in
other areas and we now have stockpiles
of stone coming out of our ears including
the load from Over. This has been under
water for much of the winter but was

12

duly delivered by Migel Bailey with the
help. once again, of Simon Hayward's
truck. The stone was a swap for all of the
unused sections of our ‘Bailey’ bridge
which had been stored ar Oxenhall plus
a couple of bits which were purloined
from the existing bridge. The bridge over
the lock at Over is now complete so we
now have two complete and funcrioning
bridges made from our original
acquisition of one. If you can't work that
out then ask David Penny how he did it!

We do have other progress to report on
canal restoration and that is about 400
metres which has now been rewatered. |
am cheating a bit here because about 300
metres of it is the Coal Branch at
Oxenhall which has been restored by
Nigel Freeman who lives in Lock Cottage
and also owns that bit of the Coal
Branch. 1 reported in edition 69 that a
start had been made but that excess
water was overflowing the bank and
running away down the field. This has

The Wharfinger
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now been rectified and a further length
tecut so that the Branch is now complete
to within 100metres of the road below
the church. It is [illing with water
naturally from springs in the bank and
by mid July had made it to the top of the
newly constructed spillweir,

The other 100 metres of rewatered
canal is the length which was cleaned
out by Tom Bennett back in the winter
just above the aqueduct where the Bailey
bridge is at Oxenhall. The dredged soil
was used to build up the towpath bank
to original level but the non towpath
bank was just clearcd ol vegetation and
not rebuilt 1o full height. With the onset
of summer it was thought advisable to
put some water back in which would
serve 1o keep the puddle clay wet and
stop growth of unwanted vegetation on
the banks and bed. This has now been
done so that water level reaches to the
top of the non towpath bank which
means that it is about hall the original
depth - but it looks more like a canal and
is some reward for the efforts on this
section,

Excavations have also been taking
place to trace any remains of the lock
below the one we are restoring and on
the same level as the pound mentioned
above. We already knew that the walls
had been totally demolished by the
Railway Company when they closed the
canal and built the railway in 1882 but it
was possible that the bottom of the lock
was untouched. If it was of the same
construction as the one we are rebuilding
then the bottom was made from bricks
laid on end but so far we have found
absolutely nothing but a few loose
stones. We have determined that the top
sill is almost certainly destroved and we
are now working down towards the bed
of the main chamber but finding it hard
going just with shovels!

13

The prospects of the public footpath
through the site opening again soon are
not good but we have been informed by
the County Council that they have no
objection 1o us working on the lock as we
own the land and it is part of an ongoing
project. The local farmers are quite happy
that we do the work, In fact Nigel
Freeman can't wait for us to get back 1o
make some progress and move our lilting
tripod from his view out of the lounge
window, His dog Jack will also be
overjoyed at the thought of all those
tithits every Tuesday for lunch. I hope
that those members of the Wrinklies
team who have taken time off over the
last few months will now show their
faces again and report for duty, trowels
and hard hats at the ready.

The circumstances at Yarkhill are quite
different and we shall have to wait until
all F & M restrictions are lifted before
going in again.

1 must record our thanks 1o
Colin/Charlie Cavanagh for the work he
has done over the winter in making a
new trailer for the ride-on mower. This
means that it can be stored at his housc
where it should be safer and he can hook
it on the back of his car to 2o to Oxenhall
or Ower as necessary. Colin answered one
of our pleas for volunteers last vear and,
although he has severe arthritis, he
found that grass cutting, plus
maintenance of the mower, suited him
down to the ground - literally! Why not
volunteer yourself- we may have just the
job for you?

I have nothing 1 can report on the sale
of the Newent nursery site except to say
that events are now moving towards a
climax and there should be something to
report next time.

% BF
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- e ™ -. "
Charlie Cavanagh cuts the grass along
the towpath at Over

OVER UPDATE

As we moved into summer the grass
sown around the Basin grew at amazing
speed, outpacing the appetites of the
normally voracious local rabbits. By May
we were facing the serious problem of
how to keep it in check, Charlie
Cavanagh has been mowing the more
accessible parts with his “sit-upon”
mower, a donated petrol strimmer came
into its own on the steep bank above the
feature wall, and most recently, a
donated Flymo (thank you, very much
indeed, Member Tim Boddington) has
also played its part,

The Gloucester and District Model Boat
Club have continued to join us on open
days, providing an interesting extra
attraction for our visitors. On a series of
Thursday evenings the Basin was put 1o
another use; training youngsters to
handle canoes. The ADJ Canoe Club
trained a dozen scouts from Newent to
attain their British Canoe Union One
Star Awards. The lads clearly had great
fun and learnt how to behave safely on
the water.

The Club also joined us on an open day
to offer free “taster” lessons although

14

Photer: A

this arrangement nearly went wrong,
Due 1o a mix-up in dates, the Club had
arranged a day out canoeing on the
Grand Union Canal. Jim Duck luckily
spotied our advert for the lessons in
The Gloucester Citizen and phoned o
ask “Is that our Club you're expecting?”
Fortunately, he was able to persuade
two instructors to forego their day out

E and join us - so thanks very much Brian
= B
=

and John.

A lot of time has been taken up
preparing lor our June Canal Camp. At
the back of the site we completed the
clearance of the Mill Race. At the front
we had 1o remove about 40 substantial
blocks of red sandstone from around the
Lock Keeper's cottage. These were
probably part of the original lock but had
been removed many years ago to block
up the entrance to the cellar (or. more
accurately, mule stables). This was an

Member of the International
Council of Holistic Therapies

0

i}

Joyce Potts,

M.ICH.T., LIHLH.T.DIPS.
Aromathearapy & Indian Massage

|
Visiting Practitioner !
01432 35692 |

I

International Institute of
Holistic & Health Ther.
_Nn stic ea apies .

y
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Wednesday volunieers inspect the
“Wendy House® ffop) and work on
the "Rabbit Hutch® jbottom),

instantly think of a way to
make monecy out of the
situation and simply bluried
ont “Yes”,

Knowing how we like to
build unusual brick structures
vou will not be surprised to
learn that we are nearing the
completion of two more; ‘The
Wendy House' and “The Rabbir
Hutch’. These are actually
service huts hiding access 1o
the ducting that will carry
services around the wharl.
Built with re-cycled red bricks,
with arched wooden doors and
blue brick roofs, they look very
attractive. You'll know which
one is The Wendy House - it's
the one which will eventually
feature the plaque thanking all
those who have sponsored

attempt by the last occupant, David
Davies, to prevent the cellar from
flooding. We shipped the stone to
Oxenhall where Brian Fox's team will
use it in the lock restoration,

The last-5unday-in-the-month open
days have proved successful, The
continuing surprise is the number of
local Gloucester people who look around
with interest and then sav that they did
not know anything was here. If anyone
is able to help us with publicity,
especially as we plan next year's
activities, please get in touch. Another
surprise occurred on a sunny Sunday,
which was not at the end of the month,
An elderly couple approached and asked
if they could have their picnic on the
towpath. [ was too taken aback 1o

maoring rings, benches, corner
stones and trees.

The Wednesday Crew have spent a lot
of time improving the entrance 1o the
site. They have extended both ends of
the "Bailey" bridge with additional steel
sections, improved the profile of the
slopes of the bridge approach and
neatened the shape of the bank by the
notice board. They've also continued the
seemingly endless job of picking &
palleting bricks [rom the heaps
temporarily stored on the floodplain.
They've also serviced many of our items
of plant such as the cement mixer and
the dumper known as ‘Dream Machine’,
Jim Duck has worked on vet another
donated small generator - thank vou,
very much indeed, Member JTohn Jones.

« NBE
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GEOprojects

Award aumaning meaps & allase

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Britain's Waterways

A Litigesg irsight

Brian Robarts.

ﬂml.‘urhemi.\! 1

of the inkand warerways
with ial maps of aver
50 individual warerways
and regional coverage of
the whole systemn,

Wisin our web site s

worw. bri Hail]
for a detailed look ar the content.
faFd
Inland Waterways
of Britain
& national rowfe
planning mag .
ESTS
waterways maps ....
* Basingsioka Canal £4.00
* Birmingham Canal Navigations E4.7S
* The Bmacds EATS
® Caledonian Caral and the Sread Slaa £4.75
= Ceneeniry &nd Ashby Canals £4.78
incluging the Bminglam and Fazatey Canal
* (Grand Union Canal
Map 1 Brmingam i fenay Statond ELTE
Map 2 Bmonston i Kings Larokey ELTS
Mag 3 Ferny Sivatiord fo I Mawes E&TS
Man 4 Laicesier Ligg, Saar Kavigation LTS
and Eravash Canal
= Kenngt and Asvon Canal BT
* Lizngolien and Monltgomery Canals EATE
= Dylord Canal EETS
* Shropshire Union Caral ELTS
* Siafiordshire and Worcestershine Canal TS
® Thames, e rver and ire patn LTS
* Thames end London Rings Alas E11.75
* Trant and Mersay Cansl
Map | Presion Brook 10 Fradiay Jonction s
Maa 2 Geaf Hpeood dncln in Domwel Lock BT

I preparation . ...
* Lee and Storl Navigations
* Leeds and Liverpool Canal

Awailabile from shops and waterside calers oo direct from:

GEDpjecis (LK) Lad

9=10 Sauthern Caure « Saath Sireer
Reading * RiG1 4405,

Teleplone: 0118 93% 5567

Tam: B118 959 K2R3

E-mails sale gropjec iademon.cessh

Call far detzls of credit card paymens.
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OVER

Strawberry Fair

hanks to a dedicated band of

volunteers, the Canal has been
open to the public on the last Sunday
of the month since March - and will be
on Sunday 26th August and Sunday
30th September - from 10am-5pm.

Good weather contributed to the
success of the July Open Day at which
we served Over Farm strawberries with
ice-cream (which was truly soft scoop by
the end of the day)! As usual the model
boat club was out in lorce and a local
canoe club, offering taster sessions for
both adults and children, proved
popular. One of our site huts now looks
very smart containing (for each Open
Day} sales items. refreshments and
displays of the Canal at Over from 1998
to the present day.

Mister Maysey, our trip boat, with
Maggie Jones and Roy Jamieson at the
helm, provided a tour of the Canal from
a different perspective and our
knowledgeable guides ensured that no
questions were left unanswered.

If vou would like to see the latest
developments at Over please pop in on
the last Sunday at the end of August or
September. If you can help, by donating
a cake or helping on the day with
refreshments or sales, we would be very
pleased to hear from you. Please do
remember, however, that due o salety
and security requirements access is NOT
possible at other rimes,

Many thanks to everyone who has
supported us and helped to raise a little
more money lor the Canal Trust. « EB
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NEW Sfrom Meet the H&G Bears

THE TRADING COMPANY

New PrRoDUCTS FROM OUR
SALeEs COUNTER

\/‘_7_-_._._% STATIONERY

Harry from
Heraford

eocrge from

Tastefu lly designed writing Glougester

papear. Ad size. showing in the
tap left hand comer, 2 “dream
| view" of the lock approach at
Over Basin. Each pack
contains 10 sheets as abova,
plus 10 envelopes. Price per
pack £2-50 plus
posiage and packing (if
sent by mail) Quotations
can be supplied for
larger quantities of the
letter paper. Available
from Penny Shetliffe.

&

Oliver from [ ‘¥hai should we
Chinar call our brother
from Oxenhall?

These bears, each kitted
out with a smart HAG CT

FrameD PRINTS
oF Over Basin

We have bean
given permission by
the owner, o
reproduce. Edward
Smith's oil painting of
Over Basin in the mid
19th century. The
artist shows a view of
the wharf and lock,
with the Cathedral
Tower in the distance.

sash (in Trusl coliours) are
available from our travalling
sales stand, Over Days, or
directly fiom aur Stack
Controller, Penny Shetlitfe
[see Conlacts - inside
back cover,

Price each £1-80 plus
postage and packing (if
sent by mail).

WIN one of the

The prinl |5 available in either mounted form or framed al: -
Print £12 (36 X 28mm), Mounled E18 (50 X 40mm) or Framad £35

Stephanie from River Canal Rescue hands over
the cheque far the sponsared cardar bags to
Penny Shetliffe a1 The Buat Shaw &1 Crick

He G Bears
— s8¢ page 29

CARRIED AWAY!

By the tima this adition of The Wharfinger goas to press
The Trading Company will be ablz 1o providz customers at our
Sales Stand with smart plastic camier bags In which 1o lake
away thelr purchases. This has been mada possible thanks to
the generosity of River Canal Rescue who arg supporting the
H&G Canal Trust by sponsoring thiz marketing aspect. The
carrier bags will be printed in our house colours (black
printing on vellow bags) “River Canal Rescue Ltd support The
Heratordshire and Gloucastershire Canal Trust™. Under this
statement will be our copyright motto “Warking together in
the present, to revive the past and secure 3 bether futura”
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=—4@ SocIAL EVENINGS @@Pp—

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons
by Janet Moult

EVERYONE IS WELCOME o our monthly meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month and hosted by our "Master of Ceremonies" Lloyd Jones.

SerteEmBeERr 18TH 7 .300m for Gom stan
Monmouthshire & Brecknockshire Canal

After the Llangollen Canal the Mon & Brec must be one of the most
picturesque in the country — Larry Crosier is our guide.

OcroBer168TH 7.30pm for Bom slard
Watercolour painting of the canals

With Garth Allan - You've bought our Christmas/greetings cards
and coasters (we hope!) - come and meet the artist!

NovemBer 20TH 7.30om for 8om sian

Herefordshire Nature Trust

Our annual nature evening. Paul Weir brings the fascinating world of nature
to the comfortable surroundings of The Verzons.

<«

DecemBer 18TH 7.J0pm for 8pm siart
Christmas Social Evening

Meetings are held at The Verzons Inn,
Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the A438
Hereford to Ledbury road, half a mile on the
Ledbury side of Trumpet crossroads (junction of
the A438 with the A417).

A warm welcome, plenty of parking and approximately
halfway along the canal from Hereford to Gloucester.
Janet has gone to a lot of trouble to organise
a superb range of social evenings - pjms.e
support them - everyone is welcome!

Any queries, or ideas for speakers,
to Janet on 01432 264366 s
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——4¢ OVER OPEN DAYS @@=

SunNnDpay, 30TH SEPTEMBER, 10AM - bPM
One year since the Over Basin was reopened

we invite you to join us on the

First Anniversary!

An opportunity to have a guided tour of Over Basin (o see
this years progress. Enjoy some home made refreshments.

Rides aboard Mister Maysey  Meet the Model Boat Club

Learn to canoe

qualified instructors will be offering free taster canoe lessons

Hot Dogs & Burgers (12-2pm)

Car Parking at Over
A N !

The Canal Trust Car Park is not vet
ready for visitors to the Over site.
Until it has been completed later this
vear. please do not park on the Over
site {ilizafied cxcepred),

We have made arrangements with
the nearby Over Farm Market
(thank vou ver again Rob) for our
visitors to park there. Flease park on
the extremities of the car park,
leaving plenty of room for customers
1o park closer to the shop. Your
custom at the shop would also be
appreciated! Thank you.

_'(”,

Other Attractions

All profits to rf_zé
Canal Trust Funds.

Last OPEN DAY THIS YEAR

FrEE ENTRY

Sunpay, 9TH DECEMBER, 114aM - 4FM
Boat trips to Santa's Grotto

£2 per child to take the wip boat to meet Santa (parents free).
Gifts for sale » Guided Tours = Refreshments.
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b Domme A
PART TWO

The June dig was a greal success,
with work focussed on
constructing the water supply facility
from the Leadon; the restoration of
the Mill Race; and the creation of the
landform for The Wharfl House Car
Park. Over the next couple of
editions of The Wharfinger David
Penny will guide us through each of
these projects, starting with the Over
Water Supply Project.

Tha axcavalor sils

on & ledge haif way
down the massive hole
for the pump shaft.

OvER WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

A major aspect of our work in June was
to install a massive pump shaft, inlet pipe
and abstraction channel to supply water o
the Canal, Why? Well the Trust cannot
simply go along and take water where the
original Canal Company did 200 vears ago.
Many of these sources are already over
abstracted and it would be irresponsible o
put the environment of these sources
under threat.

A critical part of our waler resources
strategy is the abstraction at Over. Where
the River Leadon enters the River Severn
there are a set of flap gates. These close at
every high tide and Impound all the flosws
ol the Leadon creating a massive reservoir
of fresh water, and it is this impounded
source of water that will be abstracted 1o
supply the Canal. Why not just 1ake it
Irom the Severn? Apart from it being
saline on a regular basis ar this poin, it
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WATER SUPPLY PUMPING

STATION AT OVEH

Tio it waber from: tha River Laadon
Iio the HAG Caral

[
| PUMPRIG STATION SHAFT

—_—— T

CHAMMEL L
\Water \ Wner 'n.
et P _Lj‘"ﬂ i = o= -_:-_1-—-—-—-i_'-j-l-w_i:l o
h-____ — -
- EL__ ﬂ,ﬁm A0m —

also has an horrendously high silt load
which would quickly choke up the restored
Canal. Unlike abstracted supplies [urther
up the Canal, which would be subject to
bans on abstraction from the Environment
Agency in times of drought, the supply at
Over can be relied on even in the most
severe drought, as it cannot have any
ncgative environmental impact, as
elfectively there is nothing downstream of
pur point of abstraction.

Unfortunately, at Over the River Leadon
is some ém below the level of the Canal.
We therefore have to pump watet, rather
than relying on gravity feeds as are
available elsewhere. To do this we are
constructing an abstraction channel from
the River Leadon towards the Canal. This
terminates at a headwall and then carries
on as a pipe to the base of a shaft, the
bottom of which is nearly 10m below the
level of the towpath. The shaft will
contain submersible pumps to lift water up
to the Canal where it will discharge
through a new headwall.

21

The primary focus of our work in June
was Lo construct the massive 2.5m
diameter pump shaft, and start the runnel
leading from this to the Leadon. To do this
required a 10m deep hole - the largest ever
dug by canal restoration volunteers. To
put it into scale that's a double decker bus
stood vertically! Having spent a week
digping our massive hole, it rained - not
just ordinary rain but that very, very hard
rain we had in the middle of June, Luckily
we had already placed the 200mm thick
blinding layer of concrete in the base of
the hole, and two days later we were ready
to build the shaft itself.

You cannot just drop the rings into the
haole, however. A dense grid of 20mm
diameter reinforcing bar had 1o be
constructed in and around the base of the
bottom ring. This involved drilling twenty
25mm diameter holes right through the
200mm thick ring walls. Each of these
had specially bent L-shaped bars grouted
into them to lorm a ring of reinforcing
around the outside of the bottom ring,
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Abova and right: The 50 ton crane ;.9
lifts the rings at the pump shaft
into place.

We must have liked drilling holes
in our rings! Nexi came the need
for a hole to ler the water in to the
bottom of the shaft. To meet the
long term needs we need a large
supply of water into the shaft so
that there is na lack of water getting
to the pumps. So the team valianty
cut a 700mm square hole in the ring
- sounds easy? Well in 200mm
thick reinforced concrete ... well
lets just sav it 1ok 4 days!

And still more holes were needed!
Locating plaies had to be attached to guide
the rings to their comrect resting place when
they were craned in. Then of course you
cannot just push 11 ton rings into place -
yes each weighed in at between 10 and 11
ton! They had originally been designed as
weight rings for Cardiff Waste Water
Treatment Works long sea outfall, At the
end of that job they had four rings lelt that
were going to be crushed and Welsh Water

Pholos: Devid Penny

had kindly donated them to us for the
pump shaft some 3 years ago,

You may recall thar at the end of last
year Hewden Crane Hire in Bristol had
helped us out by providing a crane 1o move
our trip boat from Horsefair Wharf to Over
[ree of charge for the Opening Ceremony.
S0 guess who got a phone call! Twice they
came out to advise on the crane required
and what we needed to do on site 1o
prepare for it. Well a dozen concrete
railway sleepers and twenty Volvo loads of

The Wharfinger
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Tha pipaline from the basa of the

shaft towards the River Leadon .

brick rubble waste later we had
transformed an area of ground lavingly
described as *blancmange’ by one of our
excavation team, into an area fit for a 50
1on crane to sit on.

You may have spotted a lictle leature of
the Over sile = a nice Bailey Bridge at its
entrance. In fact the only way vou can
bring any vehicle into site is over the
bridge. Width is not a problem, at 3.5m
wide the bridge can take most things. But
what weight can it take? Some very
carnest discussion ook place with our
bridge’s engineer. We can now declare
that it takes 50 tons with ease!

S0 now all we needed was a crane. Time
1o get back to that London bus analogy,
when you want one ... well ves by the end
of the second Monday of our dig we had
had 3 on offer. Our thanks to Sparrow
Crane Hire who pulled out all the staps 10
get the shaft in place by the end of
Monday.

The Tuesday saw another lorry load of
concrete go into the bottom of our hole
cover all the reinforcing steel in and
around the bottom ring - how do you get
it inside the ring? Easy, that big hole cut
in the side to let the water in could also be
used to shoot the concrete through,

S0 not only had we now dug the deepest
hole by volunteers in canal restoration
history, we had also built the deepest and
tallest structures ever completed by canal
restoration volunteers! What's more, the
blinding layer was exactly level side to side
— but was a little less accurate front to
back, its very difficult when your dangling
your vibrating poker off an excavator
bucket at such depth - so I'm afraid the
back was lmm lower than the front! Must
try harder. ..

Before we could start backfilling we had
to install the 600mm diameter supply pipe

that would link from the hole in the side of
the bottom ring 1o the absiraction channel
{and thence the River Leadon), Unlike our
normal work at Over - where we typically
run on a budget of 10% of contractors price
- we had less then 53%! So no option o buy
things like pipes. After lots of time spent
searching around Gloucestershire (and
wider afield) we came to the conclusion
that we could not identify anywhere with a
hopeful looking heap of spare pipe that we
could suggest that the owners might like 1o
donate. 5o the little black book of contacts
came out {well its orange actually). It just
s0 happens that one of our Members works
for Transco. He knocked on the MDV's door,
and then the various Directors were asked
to arrange the supply of some £3,000 of
high-pressure gas pipe. 3 days later it
arrived on site direct from the
manufacturer, with the National Logistics
Manager ringing up as it arrived on the
Saturday morning to make sure everything
had gone to plan. Withouwt Transco's help
the whole job would have come 1o a halt,
s0 thank you to all concerned.

During the second week the [first
sections of pipe out from the shaft were
installed ém below the level of the flood
plain and backfilled. This meant that all
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the area around the shaflt could also be
backfilled back up to the level of the flood
plain. Unfortunately, we did not have the
time to complete the pipe right the way to
the abstraction channel, as this involved
crossing under the live sewer taking the
entire flow [rom Highnam and Maisemore
- not a job you rush in the last two days!

The abstraction channel was excavated
down to almost summer river level, which
happened to be the level where the topsoil
changed to clay. The excavated top soil
was of course put to good use, and
provided a generous laver of 1op soil (o all
the slopes ol the car park . . . more of
which next time . . .

Over the coming months we will be
carrving on with the work towards
completion [or the project including:-
Construction of the canalside headwall for
the discharge of the pumped water into
the Canal; the installation of the pipe
linking this to the top of the shaft; cutting

the remaining shaft ring in half; and
installing one half on top of the shaft to
bring it up to full height; and installing
the other half on the discharge pipeline as
a silt trap. Siill a lot of work 10 da, and we
will also at some point be tackling the
crossing under the sewer for the inlet pipe,
as well as taking the last couple of metres
out of the bottom of the abstraction
channel, and building the inlet
headwall/mill race overflow weir.

Cur thanks to all the Trust Members
who gave up thelr time to make the
fortnight possible, in particular Marcus,
Mait and Adrian. We could not have
achieved what we did without the help of
many companies and organisations large
and small, Our thanks to:- Transco;
Keyvway; Environment Agency: Tewkes-
bury Borough Council: Welsh Water;
Midwinters Transport; Swan Hill Homes;
CJL Construction; Sterling Fluid Svstems;
E B Hayward, and many others. @ DRP

aquacraft

A fresh approach to
Marine Insurance

Tel:
Fax:

01299 401663
01299 403141

INSURANCE

The Post House, 14 Load Street, Bewdley, Worcs. DY12 2AE
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Over ® Over again! ...and again! .t syain

Published to coincide with the opening of Over Basin last
September, Nigel Balley's book has sold sufficient copies to
cover its printing costs and Is now In profit,

Most purchasars buy the book fo learn more about the original
building of the canal in the 1730s. A faw, though, are buying for
diffarent reasons. Saveral former nurses who warked al Over in the
18705 and 80s are keen to find out more about the hospital and a
number of pecple are particularly interested in the early histary of
the Qver sita. A lot of people are intrigued by the bogk's account of
the Abbat's Lodging which stood an Vineyard Hill till the 1620s and
which has never been excavated,

Probably the most unusual reason for buying the book was to
leam more about the River Leadon, One of the members af the canoe club thal has been training
scouts at Cver has plans to canoe up the river as far as it is possible to navigate.

REMEMBER, ALL OF THE E£6 COVER FRICE 15 NOW DONATED TO THE TRUST.

=== “The (ake Fairy"=——=

Some readers of The Wharlinger will have
heard stories of a mystical figure who materi-
dlises at Over with homemade cakes for the
volunteers. This figure has been fondly
named the “Cake Fairy'. She is by {ar the
most popular member of the Canal Trust
and for obvious reasons,

Not evervone has spotted the ‘Cake Fainy',
Sometimes, at Over, she has been and gone
while we are 1iling, withour even a glinypse
of her cake tin, but by mid afternoon, vou
can be sure the goodies are waiting on the
table in the site hut. Rumour has it that she
has an accomplice, who sometimes places it
there! She is an obvious hit with the Wraies,
who last year would not nurn up unless they
could be sure of a visit from the ‘Cake Fairy,

More recently, her banana loaves, flapjacks
and coffee and walnut gateau have kept
volunteers happy during the June Dig. Some
vounger members of the teams (who will
remain anonymous ) have stooped so low as
to use the cakes to barter for vital equipment
to complete work on site!

1 have attempted
o emulate her skills
by equating the
cake mixing to the
mixing of mortar.
and 1he icing 1o
laying martar
between the bricks -
but 1 have learnt
that there is a lot
mare 10 it than thar,
as I'm sure all cake-making readers could tell
me,

Talking of which, if you are a cake-making
reader, I'm sure the ‘Cake Fairy' would
appreciate some assistance on open days and
other events.

By now I'm sure you are asking yourself,
“80 who is the cake—fairy?" If I was to
reveal my thoughts on this, It may mean she
would take [right and the goodies would stop
coming. However if you are a volunteer,
working on site, you could become one of
those who spot her, and even 1asie one of
those chocolate sponges to dig for!

Thank you, ‘Cake Fairy' % MJ

The Wharfinger
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The Army deliver the 18 ton Volvo back to site after is ralit.

Thirty years Young!

any of you will remember our

30-year-old, 18 ton Volvo
articulated dumper which played
such an important part in the
excavation of Over Basin. About 18
months ago it was declared to be “in
no fit state to continue”.

Fortunately the Defence Storage and
Distribution Depot (DSDC) at Ashchurch
offered to take on the task of bringing it
back to full fitness. Their apprentices
relished the challenge of 1aking apart an
unusual vehicle and putting it back
together!

Before they could start they had to
clean off the accumulation of mud built
up during a couple of years on site. This
alone took them three days! Then began

26

the re-fit which was pretty thorough:-

#The entire electrical svstem was
stripped out and rewired

# The cngine was stripped to cure both
fuel and oil leaks

# The gear box was stripped and fully
rebuilt

#The exhaust was rebuilt and fitted
back onto new mountings

# The parts of the window housings in
the cab which were rotting were taken
out and replaced = almost the entire
cab being rebuilt

# The wheel arches on both sides were
totally rebuilt

# Its 6 giant tyres were all replaced with
new ones (worth £12,000)
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#11 was given new lights and mirrors
{and anyene who has tied reversing it
will know how crucial they are)

# Parts of the tipper body had developed
holes over the vears so these sections
were patched or re-plated

The above is just part of the huge list of

works undertaken for us at Ashchurch - 1
think you will agree that it is pretty
thorough!

The Volvo always was painted vellow
but now it is, you guessed it, bright vellow
and black with four name plates showing
H&GCT and two recording its restoration
by the DSDC.

For the final stage, and to make sure
the Volvo was ready for service during the
June camp, the apprentices were joined by
our own Tim Norman, Chris Tothill and
David Penny. Over several days they
stripped the brakes, fitted new seals and

David Penny drives
the restored Volvo
over the Bailey Bridge
at Over

$

linings and completely rebuilt them.

Finally, in the week prior to the camp,
the Volvo was brought back to Over on a
low-loader supplied by the Army, its size
and shiny appearance surprising everyone
on site when it arrived.

We are very grateful 1o DSDC for the
very considerable work put in to this
rather special restoration project. Our
thanks also 1o Volve Construction UK
who supplied essential Volvo parts at half
price — even so the total bill for Volvo
spares was some £1,800. We are partic-
ularly grateful to Keyway for donating
£235 towards the cost of these parts,

This dumper is a unique assel amongst
the country’s canal restoration groups and
will play an important role in restoring
more sections of the H&EG. Let's hope it's
now good for another 30 years.

# \NB
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THE TRADING COMPANY

2001 DIARY

As usual, The Trading Company have
been preparing themselves for the 2001
list of venues, already somewhat
curtailed due to the foot and mouth
epidemic. However, mosi of the lost
venues have been replaced and we have
some brand new places 1o which we are
going this vear.

As will be seen elsewhere in The
Wharfinger, over the winter and early
spring we have been busy acquiring new
preducts for our Sales Stand, tidying up
stand fittings, designing new displays etc
and acquiring new sales stand
equipment.

Our first venue of the year was, as
usual, Gloucester Boat Jumble, held in
The Docks, undertaken once again for us
by Ray & Barbara Moses. Over the winter
period, they had been collecting nautical
bits and pieces from far and wide. They
and we were pleased with the financial
return and they were grateful for the
weather.

Ray, Barbara, with Derek and Taryna
Weaver also represented us  at
Tardebigge, at The Worcester and
Birmingham Boat Rally, Being at a
different site from usual, a different mix
of visitors were present. Even so, an
improved bottom line figure on Sales
resulied, compared with last year, which
was very welcome, The same weekend
Over Special Projects Group Sales took a
display to Eastgate Shopping Centre in
Gloucester to remind the good citizens of
what was being achieved by the H&G
Canal Trust.

2B

AL the end of May, we attended the
first of our major events, The Boat Show
at Crick. Last year., it may be
remembered, there were some weather
problems. This year British Waterways,
learning from the last year, totally re-
organised the site, considerably
improving it in the process. Trading
results were quite good and we showed
an overall improvement on last year.

During the show we were happy to
receive two cheques; one lrom the Boat
Show organisers, the other for some
urgently sought after sponsorship. This
latter beneflactor has enabled us to
provide our own plastic bags, suitably
printed with both The Trust and our
sponsor’s name. For the future, we
expect to co-operate with them further to
our mutual advantage. Thank vou, River
Canal Rescue.

Early June saw the first of our double
booking weekends (so0 now you know
why we need more volunteers for the
sales and information stand!!!) Derek
and Taryna took a small display and sales
stand to support our friends of Worcester
and Birmingham Canal Society. The
weather was not too kind and some sales
made the day satisfactorv. The second
venue was in Gloucester Docks, over two
days, as guests of one of our most recent
Corporate Members, Gloucester &
District Model Boat Club, who liked the
look of Over Basin so much that they
joined the H&G Canal Trust, This proved
to be an excellent venue, with hordes of
people arriving to view the superbly
made and often very intricate boats of all
types and sizes, plus a very amusing
people-friendly interactive model of a
public fire hydrant {I think!). The
outcome was very remunerative from our
point of view and altogether a pleasant
weekend.
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The weekend of Father's Day saw
another double booking, OSPG Sales
taking a pitch at Highnam Village Picnic.
After a modicum of confusion, Nigel and
Liz Bailey were able to set up the stall
and display to do business! The results
were pleasing, with future offers of help
made and a good bottom line achieved,
making the day worthwhile. The Trading
Company attended the canal event al
Droitwich, courtesy of the local Canal
Trust, They made us very welcome and
once we had crected the gazebo (for the
[irst time with its sides up due 1o the
chilly north wind}, the displav and Sales
Stand were soon ready for business.
Sales and people were very slow until
lunch time, after which matters
improved to the point where even Max,
the English Setter, who owns Judy and
Migel Street. was drawing in the
CLSEOMETS.

Apart from the breeze blowing off the
basin, the stand volunteers enjoyved
themselves and took advantage of the
produce of the Farmers” Market, which

—mrE o Ewr . == — - =

| WIN one of the Hﬂ;G Bears |

From Trading Company News you

will note the appearance of The H&G |

Bears - together with the request for a
| name for the Oxenhall Bear. All
: suggested names o

. =]

REMAINING
OUTINGS FOR 2001

Sep 8 Newent Onion Fair

ser 23 Oxenhall Open Day

Nov 17 Our own Ledbury
Craft Fair

If anyone would like to come and
help, please contact Janet Moult
[01432 284 366]. If you cannot help
do please come and visit the stand
and see our new sales lines. Some
sales items will also be available at
the Over Open Days.

was also occupyving the same site. The
bottom line was good by the finish and
evervbody packed and returned home,
tired but satisfied.

The weekend of 23rd/24th June (with
glorious wearther) was spent at Broomy
Hill, Hereford, with our friends from
Herelord Society of Model Engineers,
who had invited us to share their
celebrations for the opening of their new
clubhouse. The club grounds, just below
the Waterworks Museum, is a very well
laid out model railway system,
combining two gauges. 7 and 5 inches
with members’ engines and carriages
offering rides to all and sundry - all this

Janet Moult [see | 0 a licld big cnough for trade stands,
Contacts — inside back refreshments and the like, One could
cover]. If one of the even learn to drive and operate a scale
suggestions is used | model engine (under tuition of course).
the first person | We took a display and sales stand to the
making that | venue and were rewarded with good
suggestion will win & | gales figures and some good contacts for
free H&G Bear! future events, Simon and Kelly, Heather
CLOSING DATE and Penny shared the hours of opening
DECEMBER 315" with Brian and Janet, so that evervbody
got a chance to look round the show,
> M
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The lift bridge at Froncysylite

Phoio: Mike Davis

Llangollen Canal

Ewr}f year there are three lucky holiday winners in our Grand Holiday
Draw. The first prize last year was a week on one of Black Prince
Holidays narrowboats (with a choice of bases throughout the country).
We thank Member Mike Davis, who bought the winning ticket, for these
edited highlights of what clearly was a much enjoyed holiday — and
Black Prince Holidays for making it possible!

NING the HE&G C T Grand Holiday was in evidence and some ‘little brown
Draw was a big surprise (a wading things'! It was an idyllic spot.

pleasant one), and I looked forward with
a mixture of excitement and trepidation
to pur narrowboat holiday, Excitement
because it was something we'd always
wanted to try, trepidation because I'd
never steered a boat before. Eventually
we were on our own, and the 62 foot of
the hull seemed really long. After our
pub meal it was now starting to get dark
and a mooring site was required. We
came across a site near Saint Martin's
Moor and moored opposite a field with
several ponds — we wished we'd bought
our bird identification books — a lapwing Past the junction of the Montgomery

30
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Eventually we came to our first
challenge, “the New Marton Locks”. We
had been wamned about a certain lock
keeper who didn't suffer fools gladly and
s0 it was with some trepidation that we
approached New Marton. We needn't
have worried, as elsewhere, canal folk
were more than willing to lend a hand,
and offer advice. We decided we quite
liked locks, and the lock keeper only
appeared in view as we chugged quietly
away towards Elscmere!




Canal at Frankton Locks we headed for
Ellesmere hoping for a pub and a shop.
The main canal bent round to the right
just past the Eritish Waterways wharf,
with the Elsemere Branch going off on
the outside of the bend. We moored and
set off to explore Elsemere - an
interesting little town, the best bit being
the “Mere”,

The next day we decided to head back
towards Llangollen to give us plenty of
time to explore Llangollen and the
Montgomery Canal. The wind had got up
by the time we left and not being an
experienced canal-farer I didn't register
the potential hazard! The Llangollen
Canal is unusual in that it has a current,
being used to transport water from  the
river Dee at Llangollen into a reservoir at
Hurleston (o supply Chester with water).
The combination of the flow and wind
meant that there was a considerable force
pushing our boat downstream as we tried
to turn right (o starboard!). [ was at the
bow when [ realised that something was
wrong and we weren't going 10 make the
turn, the bow being forced into the bank,
The stern then started to move round
with the combination of flow and wind,
pivoting about the bow fixed on the bank.
I raced down the boat sensing disaster,
arriving at the stern as it approached the
opposite bank. 1 realised that if the stern
got stuck against the bank, we would be
well and truly stuck, effectively blocking
the canal, wedged there by the flow and
wind. The stern gradually came round
and I couldn’t tell whether it would clear
the bank. 1 got the pole and pushed
against the bank, the stern clearing the
bank with inches to spare! As the stern
gradually swung round we were nicely
lined up toe pull inte the British
Waterways wharf for water|

We moored and decided to wait until

3l

the wind dropped and then try and
make it to the Montgomery Canal at
Frankton Locks. However the locks were
only open from 2. 30pm to 3.30pm and in
the conditions it was doubtful if we
would make it. However only one boat
was waiting to go through and the
helpful lock keeper confirmed that we
could proceed — the last boat that day!

The staircase lock was fun, under the
keepers watchful eye, followed by the
Graham Palmer lock which seemed
pointless as there was only a diflference
of about 18" in water level, but the
keeper later advised us this was because
the ground had shrunk since the canal
was originally built.  After the
Llangollen, this canal was heaven,
beautiful rural scenery, nice straight bits
— and we didn't see another boat. We
moored at the Queen's Head (end of
navigation ) and dined and slept well.

we left about 3am aiming 1o be atl
Frankton Locks for 9.30am when they
opened, so that we could get as far as
possible that day towards Llangollen.
We were the first boat there and the
keeper told us to come up through the
bottom lock and then wait for the first
boat to come down through the staircase
lock. We had soon left the calm and
tranguillity of the Monigomery and were
back on the busy Lllangollen!

Through New Marton locks and we
moored near the ‘Poachers Pocket” at
Chirk. The next morning we set off early,
wanting to arrive in Llangollen as soon
as possible because we heard it got very
congested later on. The Chirk Aqueduct
and tunnel heralded our home base
Chirk Marina, and we got a cheery wave
from a member of staff as we chugged
past. Whitehouses Tunnel, then a
relatively siraight bit of canal, round the
corner and through a tree lined section
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IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEM CAMNAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusied leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YOU

THE COMPANY 15 STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

IF YOU WISH TO BIY

WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)
HEWLY FRINTED EACH DAY

(or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO ET0,000
WE HAMDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED DR PART FITTED MEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICEMCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRAMGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQLIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GLIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

1F YOU WISH TO SELL

WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOLIR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONMNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE I5 MO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Cornhill Lane, Bugbrooke, Northants NN7 3QB
Phone (01604) 832889 Fax (01604) 832885

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canaleraft.couk

N

/f
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and the Dee Valley appeared with the
Pontcysyllte agqueduct ahead.
(pronounced “Pont-ker-sulth-tee”). This
was something really special and we
savoured the views, The railway viaduct
in the distance, the river and valley floor
120 feet below was truly spectacular, My
fear of heights seemed to have vanished!

Trevor wharl appeared ahead and I
new we had to go to port for Llangollen
but where? There was a really narrow
opening under a bridge and the only
thing that persuaded me to take it was a
finger post on the far bank indicating
“Llangollen”. If I thought that was
narrow, [ was in for a surprise! We knew
there were several “one way” sections
hefore Llangollen, and sent the children
ahead to stop anything coming the other
way. Nothing came fortunately, but the
current in the narrow channel was
noticeable. We eventually arrived where
we'd hoped to moor at about 2.00pm. No
spaces and people were even moored
across the water points! No choice but to
carry on and see what we found. We
passed through some really narrow
sections, one in particular by a psuedo-
gothic house right by the bank. We were
getting close to the end of navigation
with the wharf for the horse drawn
boats. Indeed a horse drawn boat was
approaching and with the current and
the shallows, I started to drift towards it.
The boatmen didn't seem worried but the
thought that I could sink this boat with
about 60 people aboard crossed my mind.
We managed to manoeuvre past with
some of the passengers looking a trifle
concerned! “Where's the winding hole,”
I shouted to the boatman. “Just up
there,” he replied. The thought of having
to turn round and make our way back to
Pancysyllte because we couldn’t find a
mooring filled me with apprehension.
However, as we approached the water

33

point we decided to ask if we could moor
alongside a boat to fill up and during this
process we persuaded some people to
move their boats up so we could moor. It
was around 4.30pm and reliefl at being
safely moored became overtaken by
hunger as in our cagerness Lo gel to
Llangollen we'd missed lunch!

The next morning we caught the
steam train up the Dee valley, which was
beautiful. We had lunch on the boat and
then caught the horse drawn boat to see
the harseshoe falls. It was very pleasant
but we lelt disappointed when the boat
turned round, obviously nowhere near
the falls. We returned to the boat, and
while the rest decided to stay on board, 1
walked up to see the falls, the source ol
the canal. The wharf was a welcome
sight and [ walked Into Llangollen to
meet the family at the restaurant for our
meal. We all had a good appetite.

As the boat had to be vacated by 9.30
on Saturday morning we'd decided to
return it Friday morning so that we could
have a leisurely meal at the Poacher's
and get back that afternoon. The
remaining narrow sections were largely
uneventful and the Pontcysyllte aqueduct
soon arrived. We had it to ourselves
again, and savoured every moment. The
remaining section te Chirk passed
quickly and about 10.30am we arrived at
the marina. Iwas so busy looking across
from the canal into the marina to decide
where we ought to moor, that I realised
we were on the wrong side of the canal
to swing in, and had to do several back
and forward shuffles to get in. The guy
from the marina who had taken us out
appeared on the bank and hopped on the
boat and took control. “You were coming
in nicely there”, he said. That was the
nicest thing anyone had said to me all
week! » MD
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MIDWINTER TRANSPORT

Established 17 years

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Hefrigeration Specialists
With a full range of vehicles

including

e Flat curtain sided and refrigerated
* From 1/2 rﬂnne Escort to 38 tonne
artic = H,‘qb crane vehicle

_-h

wade

NEWENT 01’).'37 820276
Fax: 01531821303
Litle Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED

info@midwinter-transport.co.uk
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@ @ot Quite .THE LAST PAGE 4

Thanks_from the Over catering

Leam ... vye would like to say thank
vou to Derek Gray from Hereford who
answered our plea on the last, "Not
Quite The Last Page", for a “small gas
refrigerator” for our refreshments on
Open Days at Owver.

Thanks also to Pearl Bailey. who has
donated china plates to display our
cakes.

SPONSORSHIP OF THE TREES
AT OVER BASIN

We have an additional
sponsorship of the trees
around Over Basin from
Juiet Dixon of Hereford.

chank you

Grandfather
and
antique clocks
repaited and
restored by
ghilled

e

=

More plants please!

Last issue I asked for plants for our
new formal bed at the entrance o Over
Basin. Thank you to those readers who
were able to help us with this list;

Buxus Sempervirens (Box)
Geranium: X magnificum or
himalayense as Johnson's blue
Lavender Hidcote or similar dwarf blue
Alchemilla mollis

Enchinops ritro eiteh's Blug'
Mepeta (Catmint)

The Area we are §
planting is quite "f""
large, so il anyone ity @

else has any on the list
we could put them to good use.

We are also planting the new car park area
and looking for hedging plants such as:

laurels, yew, and beech
Can any one help us with these, please?
@ thank you, Maggie Jones

WANTED

We desperately need some
1 10w power tools for
our work at Over.

D clockmaker. Drills; Jigsaws; Chopsaws;

Nail Guns etc.
TE}EphOIlE Can you help us with any

David Heath of these please?

on
01600 890662 FOR THE NEXT ’ 61H OCTOBER, 2001
1SSUE 5!
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At the heart
of England’s waterways

Braunston Marina are
proud to support
the restoration of the
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal

Working fogether, in the present, to revive the
past, and secure a better future. %:

Braunston Marina,
The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NNT1 7JH
Telephone: 01788 891373
~ Fax: 01788 891436 s
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———4¢ CONTACTS ¢9p—

Liz Connors
18, 5t Erthelbert Close,
SUTTON ST. NICHOLAS
Hereford, HR1 5BF
Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155

email: LizgHarbingerd freeserve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice”, BURLEY GATE,
Hereford, HR1 3Q5
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877
email: cliff. penny@cwoom. net

Brian Fox
1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 90U
Tel: (01432) 358 628

Janet & Brian Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street.
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366
Janet. Moult@ukeateway . net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432} 830 661

Will Frecknall
Tel: (01989) 769 300

Paul Brown
Tel: (01386) 443 826

Nigel Bailey
Tel: (01452) 533 835
email: nigel.bailey@blueyonder.co.uk

Dick Skeet
Tel: (01568} 797 032
dickskeet@hotmail.com

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010
maggiehome@btintemer.com

Penny Shetliffe
MaiL ORDER SALES. Lirtle Lugg,
Cross Keys, HEREFORD, HR1 3NP
Tel: (01432) 820 625
pennyv@Eshetiffe. freeserve.couk

H & G Canal (Sales) Lid. i the Trusts wholly

owned Tredng Company [Mo. Zr10215).

Printed by Print Plug, Widemarsh Streat,
Hereford, HR4 SHM (01432) 272 025

Visit our website ...
www.h-g-canal.org.uk

want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activiies continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shovel or pen.

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UK SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Anrus. MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £10
Senior Citizen £5  Joint Senior Citizen |
cnrpnrale £20

LiFe MemBERSHIP

Individual £150  Joint/Family £200
Senior Cilizen €80  Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations ana trealad as baing
mada undar the Gilf Aid scheme unless you state that wou do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greatly assists
Us and payment remains under your controd. AR payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL
thank you.

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the suppart of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates starl al £12, thera is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisemant free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel, 01432 270 552, has the details.

Unless specilicaly staled any cpanions expressed In this newslettar are
Ihase of the author and do nol necesserily refiect the formal poicy of the
Hergloroshine and Glousesiershing Canal Trust. Tha Tnust accepts no lisbiity
far ary matiee printed in 1hig newsleties nor any sdverising that mey be
included, Reproduclion ol extracts rom the newskatler ig welcomad prosicad
thal hall acknowdedgernent is given.

Memberghip records are computeriaed, In accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1884 [Licenss Mo, A3098046], your aniry is available for
Inapaction if you send 8 SAE to tha Mamisership Secrefary

Whilsd we Iry 1o esgere dabes are coares| plagsa verity them with 2 relavant Organiser.
2001 Published by ihe Herefordshire and Gloucastershire Ganal Trust.
The Herefordshire and Gloucestarshire Canal Trust is & non-profil
distributng Company limited by guarantes [Mo, 2r04307], and is
a reglsterad as a chenty [Mo. 1070F21].

Registersd Office: — 3 Norolk Gourt, Moefol Roed, Richmansworth, W3 10T,




The

The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
900 from all over the country - and
abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A steering Committee of Local
Authorities, Environment Agency,
etc. has been formed by the Trust to
assist in progressing this objective.
We have a major restoration site in
each county, which together extend
to some 3 miles.
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