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=€ ¢ "" CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @

ow time flies! I find it hard to believe that
002 is the 10th Anniversary of the
founding of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust, We shall be
marking this with a number of events along the
line of the canal and 1 hope you will join our
celebrations.

Whao would have thought ten years ago that 2001
would see the opening of three completely restored
canals - the Huddersfield Narrow Canal (the
"Impossible” one) the Forth and Clyde and the Union
Canal? Whao would have theught that by 2002 we would
have two boar lifis in operation - the Anderton Lift and
the Falkirk Wheel?

Nearer to home, the Droitwich Canals restoration has leapt
forward and the Droivwich Flight of locks is now back in warter,
The Cotswold Canals Trust expects 1o see "its” canals to be fully
restored by 2010,

This summer you will be able to cruise a brand new waterway,
the Ribble Link and there is some pretty serious talk of linking
the Grand Union to the Great Ouse by the Bedford Link - another
entirely new canal to be funded, designed and built all within the
next ten years. There are even plans to rebuild the Foxton
Inclined Plane and build new canals in Liverpool and London ...
1 could go on. What a transformation in attitudes towards our
inland waterways there has been in these last ten vears!

So what, exactly, has changed? The fundamental point is that
canals are no longer seen as holes in the ground into which
money is poured, but as invaluable assets to the community
which can more than earn their keep and contribute significantly
1o the local economy. Just what we have been saying all along!
No wonder the Government has made it absolutely clear that
never again will new road building programmes be allowed 1o
obstruct canal restoration schemes.

Although the last ten vears may not have seen long lengths of
the H&G back in water, a great deal of groundwork of a different
sort has been done and we are now well placed w take advantage
of the exciting times in which we find ourselves. I'd like 1o think
that whoever is writing this column in 2012 might begin with the

words about "our canal’ - "Who would have thought in 2002 ...",
Watch this space ! # Dick Skeet, Chainman
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IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEM CAMAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELF YOU

THE COMPANY 15 STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUMDRED YEARS.

IE YOU WiSH T¢ BUY
WE 1SSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)

HEWLY PRINTED EACH DAY

(or see our display ads in the leading walerway magaz ines)
BOAT PRICES RAMGE FROM E7.000 TO E70,000
WE HAMDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED MEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURAMCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GLIDE AVAILABLE FREE OMN REQUEST

IEYOU WISH TO SELL

WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED 5YSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE OM THE SPOT VALUATIOM
BUT THERE IS MO OBLIGATION TO LISE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWEBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 332883/8328289
fax 01604 832885
ar E-MAIL usl

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Cornhill Lane, Bugbrooke, Northants NN7 3QB
Phone (01604) 832889  Fax (01604) 832885

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalerafbL.co.uk

A -
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ur Membership continues to go

from strength to strength. To those
who have recently ‘upgraded’ 1o Life
Membership (or joined for the first time
as Life Members) our especial thanks.
We have not been mounting a specific
recruitment campaign, which makes the
increasing numbers of both ‘ordinary”
and Life Members all the more pleasing.

RESTORATION FUNDING

As s normal at this tme of year this
edition marks the launch of our Grand
Holiday Draw. Please help us 1o make
this, the tenth anniversary of the
formation of the H&G Canal Trust, a
record fund-raising year. They really are
all very worthwhile genuine heoliday
prizes so please do buy/sell as many as
possible. Tk voi.

IWAAC RESTORATION
PRIORITIES

The Inland Waterways Amenity
Advisory Council has published its bi-
annual Restoration and Development
Prioritics Report. This is a national
review of progress on all known
restoration projects (including new
link waterways} — totalling 100 in all.
There are only 21 schemes currently
ranked above the HEG, and we have
also been given ‘Regional Strategic
Significance’ status = recognition that
it will bring benefits well beyond the

€9 EDITORIAL @

MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS!

By Cliff Penny
immediate locality of the Canal.

This is the second such Report and
immense progress is being made by
many projects — truly reflecting the
secondary title of the Report — A Second
Waterway Age’.

ALL Lockep Up?

For many vears the Canal Trust has
enjoved the use of a secure dry store,
accessible 24 hours a dav, 365 days a
year, on the Dwr Cymru-Welsh Water
Broomy Hill Water Treatment Works site
in Hereford ¢thank vou). This has been
utilised to safely store our natienal
award winning display and promotional
material.

The Broomy Hill Water Treatment
Warks is about to be the subject of a £15
million refit and 'our’ store will be right
in the middle of the contractors site
offices and thus will be *off limis".

Do you know of a secure dry store,
with electric light, at ground level with
vehicular access right to the door in {or
close to) Hereford? The absolute
minimum size being 100 square; slighuly
bigger would be ideal. Whilst 24 hout
access s not essential some access at
evenings and weekends is highly
desirable, please. If yvou are able to assist
us — even with slightly more restrictive
access - Brian Moult [see Comtacis page]
would be very pleased to discuss this
with you, #* CRP
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=€ ® ForvaL Norice o 2002 AGM O

To BE HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH JUNE,
AT THE VERZONS INN, AT 7.30PM.

his is the formal Notice of the 2002

AGM in order 1o give Members the
opportunity to make a note in their
diary. The Agenda and the Annual
Report will be in the next Edition of
The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G Canal Trust's
Articles and Memorandum of Association
those members of the Council of
Management who are retiring on rotation
but offering themselves for re-election do
not require to be formally nominated to
serve an additional term. However, new
nominations to serve on the Council of
Management are welcomed and have to be
made in writing, in a prescribed form,

Nominations must be submitted not less
than 7 days nor more than 28 days prior to
the AGM. The [orm is available {rom Liz
Connors [see Conlacts on the iside rear cover|
to whom it should be returned fo arrive
between 21st May aud 11t June.

Every Member who is entitled to vote at
an AGM may appoint a proxy (o voie in
his/her stead, A proxy must be someone
entitled to vote at the meeting. Proxy
forms will be available from Liz Connors
from the 21st May and must be
completed, signed and retuerned fo frer at
least 48 hours prior to  the
comimencentent of the AGM.

Thank you.

right up to fabrication of | tonne.

For further details please
contact Simon Hayward -

Tel: 01452 700334
Fax: (01452 700740

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 39 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 vears, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. cwoser

SHEETMETAL WORKS
ASHLEWORTH
GLOUCETER

GL192 411
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€¢ COMMITTEE
matters

ony Austin-Bailey reviews three
Council of Management meetings
50 that our Members and supporters are

kept up to date.. ..

Ocroser COMMITTEE

Little new activity on the Willows
Nursery front. We continue to keep
Diana Organ MP informed of the
situation and are awaiting a response
from our latest letter; however, there
have been no signs of any renewed
auction activity yet.

It was decided that we needed a
formal procedure governing the co-
opting of persons to the Council of
Management and the Chairman agreed
to draft this.

Over SPG are preparing Health and
Safety Guidelines, and local parents are
being contacted, in view of the growing
number ol children encountered on the
Ower site and wishing to assist our efforts
there. We wished to find a safe, legal,
and insurance compliant way to
encourage their active involvement in a
controlled manner.

Little change in our finances. The legal
definitions of Draws and Raffles were
discussed. A draw invelves printed
tickets and must be licensed; a raffle
must take place on a single day and
involves no such considerations. With
regard to fund-raising Council were
cautious to strike a balance and not to
appear to be constantly appealing to
Members for money.

Four more sales events will be followed
by a Christmas Social on December 18.

We have been given an all-weather
public address svstem for use at our own
sales events and open days and this was
greatly appreciated.

Afrer discussion it was agreed that the
Chairman would draft a document for
further debate outlining a statement for
publication as to the H&G Canal Trust's
Vision for the future in order that third
parties were more readily aware of our
objectives.

NovEMBER COMMITTEE

Brian Fox reported that a further letter
had been received from DTLR. It was
agreed that further research would be
pursued and Council agreed a means by
which any urgent action could be
approved between meetings if necessary,

A letter had been sent to residents at
Over tegarding young people on site
advising that some special days were
now planned for them to work with us,
Steps were also in hand to assess the
implications of Junior Trust Membership
and regular dedicated junior working
parties.

Authorised cheque signatories were
reviewed and agreed. Budgets for the
[orthcoming quarter were discussed and
accepied.

The Chairman’s Paper regarding
procedures to be followed prior to the

The Wharfinger
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Buying a Boat..”?
Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..?

Wether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
diesel » gas « pumpouts * moorings ¢
brokerage services e

boats for sale » repair »

breakdown and refit work

» boat painting «

signwriting

RYA Helmsman

Training.

Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Lid, Scarfield Wharl, Alvechurch, Wores B48 75(0)
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appointment of co-opted persons o the
Council of Management was accepted
and, subject to clarification of a poini
regarding voting rights, would apply
forthwith.

Discussions regarding potential
additional Vice Presidents continued.

It was agreed that enquiries should be
made with regard to an offer for a
possible video 1o be made about the HEG
Canal and the voluntary work of the
Canal Trust.

There was a debate regarding a
generous offer of surplus plant and lock
gates from the Cotswold Canals Trust,

It was reported that the new car park
at Over was progressing well. Extreme
difficulties were being experienced in
finding a free or low cost source of
reclaimed telegraph or electricity poles.
A detailed programme of work 10
maximise use of ‘Blue’ (WRG's tracked
mini-excavator — which was to be on site
for two months) had been agreed. The
Track Materials Agency had donated
some second-hand concrete railway
sleepers and thanks to Ron Mogg these
had already been collected. Work on the
putfall from the new water supply
pumping station was also going well.

A Member had drawn to the Canal
Trust's attention an imminent auction of
a substantial landholding that might
include a short section of the Canal - this
would be investigated.

DEecEMBER COMMITTEE

A Member had suggested that regular
contributions to the Restoration Fund
should count towards Life Membership.
Whilst noting that another leading Canal
Trust had adopted such a proposal
Council carefully considered the benefits
jand disbenefits) and agreed that there

should be no change 1o current practices,
The suggestion of a Junior Membership
rate was considered to be a good idea but
there were potential problems and an
additional workload in providing the
necessary support 1o a Junior Group. It
was agreed that this would be reviewed
if a volunteer came forward who had the
time to preparc an implementation plan
and (subject to approval) follow it
through.

Due to pressure of work Tony Austin-
Bailey had considered resigning from the
Council. However, given that he was a
past Chairman and a valuable Director
Council agreed that the matier be
reviewed in the Spring and that Heather
Worth would take over minute keeping
in Tony's absence.

The Trading Company reported
excellent results from four further
promotional events - our own Oxenhall
Open Day in September; the Ashby Canal
Festival later that month; Hereford
Model Show in November; and our own
Craft Fair in Ledbury in November. A list
of potential events for 2002 was being
considered in detail with emphasis on
the celebration of the 10th anniversary of
the formation of the HE&G Canal Trust.

Over PG Fund Raising Group
reported a provisional list of Open Days
and other promotional/fund-raising
initiatives based on Over.

Plans [or the storage and
restoration/repair of a weed cutter boat
donated by the Cotswold Canals Trust
were discussed.

Various proposals to celebrate the
tenth anniversary of the H&5G Canal
Trust were tabled.

Further nominartions for additional
Vice Presidents were debated.

» TA-B
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PrROGRESS AT OXENHALL

A; reported in the last edition we
re tackling the last section of the
towpath wall up 1o the cill. Progress
is not as fast as we would have liked
due o the large amount of the old
stone which it has been found
necessary 1o remove. Close inspection
of much of the wall revealed large
cracks appearing where the facing
stone was becoming detached from
the main wall. It may have been
possible to tie it all back together
without demolition {(using some of
our long stainless steel rods). On
reflection, however, it was considered
a much better job to take it all down,
reface some of the stones which have
been removed whole, and then put
them back alongside any new stones
- using the rods to tie everything in
for a more satisfactory result.
Christmas and New Year breaks are

now out of the way and we are hoping
for rapid progress on this wall - and then

ESTORATION./

'ﬁg Oxeanhall Lock and Cottage

a7 ndate!.

hl i
it ™

over to the final length of the non-
towpath wall to complete the stonework.

Waork will shortly be starting on the
Monkhide and Yarkhill sections in an
attempt Lo tidy up parts of the canal
neglected last year due o the Foot and
Mouth outbreak. It will mainly involve
scrub clearance and removal of fallen
trees but repairs to the long standing
leak in the canal near Barrs Lock will
also be undertaken - provided the
ground stays reasonably dry. This will
provide a welcome opportunity for those
volunteers at the Hereford end who have
expressed a wish to get involved in a bit
of weekend exercise! Please comiaci Brian
Mol 1 vour are interesied,

Those of you who are waiting for a
decision on The Willows nursery site
(first repovied in The Wharfinger some 18
manths age) will have 1o hold your breath
for a little longer. Local MP Diana Organ
continues o give us active support for
which we are most grateful,

The Wharfinger
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OvER UPDATE

sitors to our sites are often
Vlsurprlsed that we continue work
on the ground through the winter
months, assuming that rain, frost
and mud will deter us. Well, they
certainly don’t. I can only think of a
couple of occasions in four years
when we have even had to shelter for
any length of time. And during the
last few winter months we've
achieved a great deal.

You may recall seeing two yellow JCB
tracked excavators sitting on the
floodplain at Over looking rather derelict.
They both belonged to the Canal Trust
and were used extensively in the early
days of excavating Over Basin. Gradually
they became more unreliable to the point
that as soon as a problem like a broken
hydraulic hose was [lixed, another
prablem would develop. Before the Basin
was completed we decided that the time
had come 1o retire them. Ever since then
we've been seeking to sell them. A few
weeks ago a buyer was found and the
machines have been taken away - and
the Canal Trust funds have increased by
£2.000.

During the last few weeks we have had
on site a mini excavator affectionarely
known as “Blue” - I'mi certain that yout can
work ont the reason win! Tt belongs to the
Waterway Recovery Group and is
used on canal restoration sites all around
the country,

H&G Canal Trust member Adrian Fry
is qualified to train us to operate the
excavator and during the Chrisimas
period he has trained four of our regular
volunteers. Until he is satisfied they can
control it safely and ¢ffectively they do
not receive their “ticket” to drive it. The

|
i

four have been putting their new skills
excellent use.

They have lilled in the rather unsightly
trench running between our ‘Bailey’
bridge and the site huts, This lay open so
long because we had trouble scrounging
the ducting needed to carry electricity
cables, Recently we have been given 150
metres by Wavin Plastics of
Chippenham (thank vou) and were able
to complete the job. This not only
improves the appearance of the site
enormously, it also provides a little more
space,

Construction of the pumping station
has continued steadily. The brick
headwall for the water outlet into the
canal has been completed, looking like
another pair of “pizza ovens”, “Bluc” has
come into play digging out the channel
that links the headwall to the pump
shafl. The shaft itself has been raised o
its full height with the addition of a final
half concrete ring. Sawing that last ring
in half was a major project on its own
You may recall that these huge concrete
rings — weighing over 10 tonnes each -
were surplus weight rings from the
Cardill Long Sea Outfall Project. They

been sold to help with restoration work.

The Wharfinger
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“Blue” is put to good use digging the
trenches for service ducting.

were not intended to be cut in half - but
we like challenges and were determined
to make maximum use of all four of the
rings.

Most recently, “Blue” has been digging
trenches across the new car park. These
trenches have been lined with geotextile
and land drains laid surrounded by
washed gravel. A number of road gulleys
have also been installed to discharge
flash flooding from the surface of the car

park. This will ensure we don't have any
drainage problems when we get the car
park area surfaced with road planings.
Ducts have also been laid to the centre of
the car park so that low level lighting
and a security camera can be installed, if
required, at a later date. Some of the
many concrete railway sleepers that we
have acquired have been cut up to form
refnforced “kerb stones™ and laid 1o form
the entrance to the car park. The very
lirst part ol the ‘telegraph pole retaining
wall' has also been installed enabling us
to landscape and complete the car park
entrance.

The Wednesday Crew have completed
all the duct-laying and man-hole
building on the housing side of the Basin
and are now ready to build manholes on
the other side. This will be an excellent
job completed because we will have
ducts in place for all services svithout
having to disturb the ground again.

A weekend was spent planting trees
around the sides of the new car park.
These will greatly enhance its appearance
and will help to hide the parking area
[rom the houses at Over and [rom the
main road. We have kept to our policy of
planting native trees so there is a whole
range including oak, silver birches, bird

Preparations for base of the headwall leading from the pumping station into the canal.

Pastas: Mike Hound
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cherries and Scots pine — 640 trees In all,
planted during a single weekend.

Scots pines are associated in England
with the ancient drove roads and were
planted at points where drovers were
welcome and where they would find
meadows [or their cattle 10 graze over
night; T don’t think we'll be encouraning the
cattle but we will certainly be encouraging
Visitors to come to enjov the canal in fiture.,

[ write a report each month for
Highnam Parish Council’s magazine
The Link and two readers kindly
responded to my request for any surplus
native trees. In all, we collected more
than 50 from two local gardens,
including yew, spindle, ash, oak, holly
and walnut. These have been planted in
our nursery bed to grow them on for a
couple of vears before they go out in the
wild. Andif T can get the pot full of alder
seeds to grow, we could start a forest!
That might come in handy because,
traditionally alder was used for making
lock gates.

A start has been made (o preparing
beds for willows in the area that will be
the Nature Reserve. We know the
original Canal Company planted them
along the canal at Over, presumably as a

commercial crop. Mike Bowden has been
researching varieties of willow with
Westonbirt Arboretum and the Long
Ashton Research Station but has not
been able to positively identily the “soft
red osiers ™ recorded in the Canal Company
minute books. Westonbirt have kindly
agreed to donate a range of types so we
can discover which thrives best on the
floodplain adjacent to the River Leadon.

We again held our annual volunteers’
skirtles evening at The Swan at
Staunton. On this occasion, Roy
Jamieson proved to be the most expert
skittler, It provided an excellent
opportunity lor our new Chairman to
meet the people who do the work on the
ground and put faces to names. By
coincidence, the day chosen happened 1o
be the birthday ol David Penny (the Over
Project Director) so the Cake Fafry
prepared him a suitable cake — decorated
with Lego men in hard hats. Arguments
broke out trying 1o decide which figures
represented which volunteers!

A few weckends ago we had a couple
visit the site while we were working.
They walked 1o the dam at the end and
when they returned told us they had
seen a large black cat running away from
them acrass the next field. They were

B The finished brick work for the pumping station headwall

Fralos: ldapgie Jores
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE
QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell — we can advise on design or build e

Lo your specification — our quotes will please vou. ﬁmmm
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered. i

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner,

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.

SEVEREN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOFP, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 8327211
E-MAIL: salesi@ severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
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convinced it was an escaped wild cat,
about the size of a labrador, but
definitely not a dog. A year or rwo ago
the papers were 1alking about the “Bast
af Maisermore” and more recently a wild
cat has been spotted at Birdlip, so maybe
now it is roaming closer to Over,

This made the Wednesday Crew stop
and wonder when they spotted
mysterious hoof prints on site, There was
much speculation about the wild beast of
Over. Enguiries with one of the
Stauntons Hill residents revealed a more

down 1o earth explanation; three cows
had been on site, last seen walking over
the A40 bridge in the direction of
Gloucester. Perhiaps they fhuad been atfracied
by our new Scots pines? * \B

Late last year Member Peter Moore came up
with an unusual way for the Trust to gain

funds. He very generously donated Ris Volvo
car to the Trust to s&ll to assist our restoration

work. Thank you Peter,

*DRP

News from the Bear
family ...

arry, George and

Oliver are all
pleased to announce
the name of their
brother at Oxenhall.
Members sent in
various suggestions
for the Wrinklies 1o
consider and the name chosen is
PUDDLEY.

The winning suggestion came from
Audrey Lewis of Cheltenham - who will
receive her prize bear. Thank you o all
wito respownded, * /M

There are of course at times those who
think a little deeper when set a
challenge! Martin Ludgate, long time
WRGie volunteer on the H&G and Editor
of WRG's excellent quarterly magazine
‘Navvies', wins the [prizeless — sorry
Martinj award for suggesting the name
Ozymandias with the longest and most
in-depth entry into our name the bear
contest:-

Ozymandias &y Percy Bysshe Shelley

| met a travellar fram an antigue land

Who said “Two vast and frunidess legs of stone
Stand in the desert, Near them, an the sand,

Hailf sunk, 8 shalfered wisape les, whose fown,
And wrinkled g, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculpior wel! those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these fifaless thins,
The hand that mocked them and the hearf that fedl
And on the padestal these words appear-

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Loak cn my works, ye Mighly and dis bear!"
Mathing baside remains, Round e decay

Of that cofossal wieck, boundless and bare

The lone and feve! sands strelch far away.

Having worked at House Lock,
Oxenhall since the early days, I think the
above words {especially the bit about i
decay of that colossal wreck”) rather sum up
the state that the lock was in before the
H& G CT and the visiting volunteer
groups got to work on it.

Martin Ludgate

[Our spies tell us that the original
inscription on the pedestal fimisied with the
words “and despair” = but no doubt the
ravages of time {and the bereficial addition of
a litile WRGHe fmagination) account for the
“dis bear" version = Ed. |
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==« SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons
by Janet Moult

EVERYONE 1S WELCOME to our monthly meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month and hosted by our "Master of Ceremonies” Lloyd Jones.
All meetings are 7.30 for 8pm.

MarcH 1989TH
Canals North of the Border - Graham Ettles

Progress on the exciting developments in Scotland

AprIL 16TH “’
10th Anniversary Lecture - Nigel Jefferies

May 21sT ‘“
Margaret, Sheila and Hazel - colin Scrivenor

The fascinating story of these three boats.
JunE 18TH ‘ l
Annual General Meeting

@or—

Meetings are held at The Verzons Inn,
Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the A438
Hereford to Ledbury road, half a mile on the
Ledbury side of Trumpet crossroads (junction of
the A458 with the A417).

PARKING AT THE VERZONS
Please park in the overflow car park - inside the
entrance on the right - for future meetings.

Janet has gone to a lot of trouble to organise
a superh range of social evenings - please
support them - everyone is welcome!
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=4 ¢ OVER OPEN DAYS =

Come and join us on one or more of our increasingly popular Open Days
or Events during 2002. The Sales Stand, Display and Refreshments are
present at each Open Day and you can see the latest progress on site,
Alternatively, you can just watch the escapades of the Gloucester
Model Boat Club or take a free ride on the the trip boat and see the
increasing range of wild life, such as kingfishers, that are increasingly
making our site their own.

Open days are the last Sunday of each month,
from 10am - 5pm on the following dates:

Sunpay, 31sT MarRcH
Sunpay 28TH APRIL
Sunpay 26TH Mav
Sunpay 30TH JuNE
SunNDAY 28BTH JuLy

Sunpay 25TH AuGusT

Sunpay 29TH SEPTEMBER
Sunpay 27TH OCTOBER
— oy —
Saturpay 18TH May
BBQ for Restoration Fund Members Only

__m_
Sunpay 14TH JuLy, 10am = 5em
Over Walk and Picnic £7.50

: —n—
SaruRpay 14TH SEPTEMBER
Alney Island Walk and BBQ £10 (BBQ only £6)

All profits to the
Canal Trust Funds.
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PART FOUR

Part three of this series, in the last
edition of The Wharfinger,
covered the construction of The
Wharfl House Car Park. Due to its
location we had to create compen-
satory flood storage capacity. One of
the ways this was done was to
restore paris of the old Mill Race; but
what was the history of the Mill
Race, and surely there was more
reason than just that to restore it . ..

OvErR MILL Race

For more than 500 years, a corn mill
stood near the exit from the A40 into the
Over site. Early in the 13th century John

de Felda, Abbot of St Peter's Abbey (now
the Cathedral) built the first Mill on land
they had owned since the 9th century.

Water for the mill was obtained by
diverting the River Leadon, Before the
mill was built, the Leadon had joined the
Severn where it does now; at the large
flap gates. Abbot De Felda constructed a
mill race, tapping into the river a mile
upsiream. This ran parallel to the river,
turning sharp right as it approached the
River Severn, and continued parallel to
the Severn before flowing into a large
mill pond. [t seems that for many
centuries the mill race was actwally the
course of the Leadon.

At this time Over Bridge was the 8-
arched one, which was replaced by
Telford’s Bridge in the 1820s. Seven of its
arches crossed the western arm of the
Severn while the eighth carried the
Gloucester road over the water exiting
the mill. This water joined the Severn a
couple of hundred vards downstream, at
which point a small wharf developed.

During the 18605 a good deal of work
was done 1o straighten the river’s course
and raise its banks by five feet to try to
alleviate flooding within the valley, This

P s
- ol g
Dackham Mr
F

P LA Bah

e The ariginal line of
the River Leadon,
entering the
Savern where It
does today.

=The diverted line
of the River
Leadon to create
a mill race,

*The H&G Canal
entering the
Severn

The mill pond.

= The mill race
leaves tha pond
and enters the

| Severn,
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had been exacerbated by the
consiruction of the Over and Rudford
Mills. Grantham's survev, on which the
work was based, shows the straightened
course of the Leadon we see today and
the mill race, now labelled as Old Mill
Stream. It may well be that by this time
sicam power was taking over as the
driving force for Over Mill.

The Electoral Roll shews thar in 1868
“the house, mill and land at Over Mill”
were occupicd by Charles Priday and
James Revnolds, both famous names in
Gloucester's industrial history. Revnolds
left in 1869 to found the Albert Flour
Mills in Gloucester Docks. Priday left in
1881 and a few vears later set up Priday,
Metford & Co Ltd which began milling in
the City Flour Mills at the north end of
Gloucester Docks.

Over Mill ceased operations in 1885
and was demolished in 1903 when the
hospital was built. The Mill House,
which had been built by the Priday
family in the early 19th century,
remained with several cottages until the
1970s when they were demolished Lo
make way for the dual carriageway.
Priday Metford continued milling in the
docks until 1995. Their premises are
now, in turn, being refurbished as
apartments, restaurants and bars,

The Mill Race slowly melted back into
the landscape with the section just west
of our site still quite clearly defined, but
that opposite the new houses having
been totally lost and partly destroyed
when the main valley sewer was
constructed in the 1970's,

We decided that the Mill and its Race
had formed such a crucial part in the
histary of Over that we should seek to
restore what we could of the remaining
Mill Race. This could serve many
functions simultaneously, Obviously it

3

B AEe

B par 1 - . u

LR T R e zci i AR SR Bl
A Abova; first part of the Mill Race which was

dug last summer.
¢ Belaw: recent continuation of the Mill Race

T II| -t

Pholp: Mapgi Jones
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would preserve an important historical
and archaeological feature for future
generations and would help visitors 1o
interpret the history of the site. At the
same time it could create an off line
nature reserve into which we could
translocate any fauna and flora that
might be required when we come to
restore other sections of Canal, The Mill
Race, Abstraction Channel, and River
Leadon would between them ‘moat’
some 90% of the boundary of the Otter
Reserve thus helping to protect and give

‘Blue’ being put to
good use digging the
Mill Race recently.

A 1923 farthing
recovarad from
the Mill Race,
by Lymdon
Bowen, dunng
regtaration. )

privacy to the otters and other wildlile in
this area, considerably enhancing the
wildlife value of the Otter Reserve. It
would also act as the Canal overllow
channel, and finally, of course, it would
help to provide part of the critical flood
storage compensation space required to
permit construction of The Wharl House
Car Park. ... one action, cost effectively
providing many end results, and
enhancing the site as a whole,

* NB & DRP

INSURANCE

jor the last 23 years can offer you,
Qur range of policies inchdes:

» Personal effects cover at normal premium rate.
» Cover with a Major British Insurance Company.

Why not find oul what the only company to spacialise in Insurance for the Inland Waterways

& MO excess on third party claims, e T .
s Semni-protecied Mo Claims Discount.

1 & UP TO yom No Claims Discount.

o Residential and Commercial use.

® Wide legal protection cowver.

# Fitting out risks.

& Mo surveys on older craft if BSC 1o parts 1 & 2 are n force. i
Discounts for members of the IWA and NABO [ "
If you want to choose the cover you need jor your boat then call us and talk
to the experts. g
Michael Stimpson & Associntes (Par of tha Merden insurance Croup) asenin s

PO Bowe 1, Rickmanoworth, Hers, WD3 WE
Tel eigay Troszs Fax cigay 72059 24 hour answerphone oigas Froass

& www.insurance-marine.co.uk

ail stimpsonm@aol.com w
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“Next Phase Commences af Over i

he photo above shows the Health &

Safcty fence around Owver Lock
Cottage ready lor the demolition of this
structurally unsound building. By the
time you read this, the building should
have gone, with all the materials having
been moved deeper into our site to be

recvcled. The next edition of The
Wharfinger will include a feature on
the new building which will occupy this

site. The shell of this new
building is being built by Swan
Hill Homes who are donating it
1o the Canal Trust.

In the meantime a
committee is well advanced in
planning the fitting out of
what will be known as The
Wharf House. Anyone with
building/fitting out skills
{plumbing, electric’s, dry
lining. plastering etc) would be
very welcome either to join this group or
to add to our database ol skilled
volunteers 1o assist once the shell is
given to the Trust in the summer. Please
contact Wilf Jones [see Contacts).

In the foreground of the photograph
vou can see the first section of elegraph
pole retaining wall having been
constructed in the car park. * DRP

T T T T A T T R T T T

Once again we have some great prizes for this year's

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW

NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY

= for FOUR - ONE WEEK PRIOR TD 31/5/03.

Donated by Black Prince Holidays

PRIZE | + gvernight stay at top hotel.

Donated by British Marine Federation

Week-end B&B for 2 at timbered farm house, close to Welsh border.
Prize to be taken April = November 2003. Donated by T&M Plant Hire.

Lots of [riends and colleagues will be eager for the chance of a great holiday for
JUSE 23p, 50 we wish you good hu,_L in buying and selling of the tickets. HH‘HJ would like
mare tickets than we have sent (o you, |ﬂm~u contact Janet Moult [see Comtacis].

The Draw rakes place lare alwmnnn on the 26th August 2002, at the National

Waterways H.HI]'A.d.I which this vear, is being held at Huddersfield.
4 n b or sell deswe gickets -

"I1|'|. [" enas ame mev prepasad @

¢ apologing il wWe o ol Bave TBE fesounaes 1
[n -.'rJ.r L v omlls W luine pol included Bckets in

vou wish 1o suppart us pledse fonlacl Jael Mol on @L412
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GEOprojects

Arvard aiirning waps & allerses

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Britain’s Waterways
A st akd
Brian Roberts
A comprehensive directory
of the inland warerways
with special maps af over
So individual waterways
and regional coverage of
sysLEm,
aigons
Brligin a

E1285

waterways maps....

* Basingsioks Canal £4.00
* Birmingham Canal Navigations BATS
* The Breads F4.T5
* (Caladorian Da'ﬂa»u'rrn-ﬁmm'm E4T5
. mmmd E4 75
memw

* Grand Unicn Canal

Mg T Fimingham in Fmny Stratiord EATS

sy 2 Eravialnn Ip Kings Langlsy EATS

oy R

ang Erewash Lama

* Kanmel and Aoon Canal EATS
* Lea and Stort Navigations E4.00
* |eads and Liverpoal Ganal E4TS
* |isnpoilan ard Morfigomeny Canals £4.75
* (o Canal £4,75
= Srwopshine Union Canal 24,75
» Sxatiordshive and Worcastarshive Canal 24,75
* Thames, he river and ihe pafh £4.75
= Thames and London Rings Aiss £11.75
* Trent end Mersey Canal

Map 1 Presion Brook I Fracker Juackion 475

Map 2 Gt Maywood dbockon b Ceomuef Lok FALTS

In preparadion . ...

& Forth and Ghyde and Union Canals

* Huddersfield Broad and Narrow Canals
* Maccleafisld end Paak Forest Canals
* Worcester and Brmingham Caral

Awailable from shops and watenside sutbess or direct fromn

GEOprajeces (UKD Lid
910 Sonthern Court * Sourh Suee
Teading » BG1 405
i RIS 939 3557
Fax= 0118 959 &%
E-maik malesigropenjecis.demnan.ea.ub

Calll for derails of credit card pavment,

Help!
Responsible
Adults Wanted

n recent months a number of

young people (teenagers, mostly)
have asked il they can help with our
canal restoration at Over.

Some of these are helping us as part of
their Duke of Edinburgh's award, others
because their parents or friends are
already involved - or they have seen the
work going on and have become
interested,

Council of Management is considering
whether the time has come to set up a
"voung persons” group within the Trust to
foster and channel this interest.

As well as special working parties, it
might be possible to organise outings to
interesting places connected with inland
waterways, produce a newsletter etc.

Council is very much aware that
working with young people today is
something of a minefield and the setling
up and running of a young persons'
group would have to be very carefully
managed. It goes without saying that it
will depend very much on having the
right people "at the wop”. Now and again
in the H&G we very gently twist people's
arms, but not in this case, We need
people who really would like 1o do this,
have lots of good ideas and the
enthusiasm to carry it all through. Might
that include you?

I you have experience in working with
young people and think you might be
able to help in this way, I'd be very glad
to hear from you - let's start with an
informal chat with no commitments at
this stage.

# Dick Skeet, Chairman

The Wharfinger
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Report jrom
poizr Fund Raising Group

The winter months of 2000-1 were spent
renovaling a rescued, dilapidated site hut in
preparation for our first year of Open Days at Over.

o : With a team of only four, we planncd Open Days
L — . and other fund-raising evenis from March to
December 2001, Under difficult conditions, with no
maod, cons, at all. we managed (o carry oul our
planned diary of events with the exception of two
walks which had to be cancelled due to the foor and
maouth restrictions.

As the vear progressed, our team of volunteers
gradually increased and we now have a reliable team,
with different talents, which have contributed to the
increasing success of our events.

Roy, Ted, Will, Mike and Maggie are now proficient
in giving guided tours of the canal in Mr. Maysey:
Maggie B., Dot, Jill, Joan, Sheena, Sharon, Janet and
Sandra have demonstrated their expertise in making
cakes and serving refreshments (e the refief of the cake
fairy) and David and Nigel continue to provide in-depth
information for our visitors.

In addition to our Open Days, we have held an Easter
Eggz Challenge, Cheese and Wine Party. Strawberry
Fayre, and Barbecue. Our fund raising events
culminated in a Christmas Open Day with boat trips on

a very festive Mr, Maysey equipped with a 5anta's Grotto.
We are indebted to our twao Father Christmases and their
assistants for their help on this bitterly cold day.

We have been pleased to weleome the Canoe Club,
Gloucester Civic Trust, the Association of Project
Managers and Maisemore Local History Group - (o
name but a few - to the canal. The Model Boat Club
has attended all our Open Days and we are grateful to
them for their support.

Nigel Bailey continues to donate the profits from his

book “Over and Over Again” and deserves a special mention for
_ raising in excess of £800 to date for the Trust.
I would like w thank evervone who has helped us with
our first year of events - our volunteers, the Boat Club and
Sales Company who have provided training, advice and
expertise and last, but by no means least, all our visitors,

If anyone would like to join our friendly team at Over,
please contact Liz Bailey, 01432 533835, Thank-won. * B
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Sumpay 30TH SEPTEMBER - Following the
cancellation of Ashby Canal Trust's
earlier venue, they set up a replacement
as spon as their area was clear of Foot
and Mouth. The site they chose for their
festival was adjacent to Snarestone
Tunnel, The weather they ‘chose’” was less
than salvdbrionus!

Janet and Brian arrived and met up
with Des and Lesley 1o erect the gazebo
and contents. Fortunately for all of us,
Des, having access to the local weather
forecast, brought with him one large
tarpaulin, a beach wind break and a lot
of sizeable rope. Once the wind starting
getting up and the rain coming down, all
extra items proved essential, otherwise
we would have been blown away.

The weather obviously kept a lot of
visitors away and we were sorry for the
Ashbwy volunteers, who had put in such a
lot of hard work, for what was essentially
a very wel day. We did some business,
but nothing like as much as we would
have liked. Thanks to Des and Lesley for
sharing such a damp experience.

Sunpay dta Novemser - Earlier in the
year, we had attended a celebratory day
with Hereford Society of Model Engineers,
when they opened their new clubhouse.
They invited us to artend the November
Model Exhibition and Swapmeet, held in
Hereford Leisure Centre, A large venue,
tside, with plenty of room, on a beautiful,
balmy autumn day (I ask vou!). Penny,
Janet and Brian met up and very quickly
had the stall ready lor business, with a
limited display set up behind.

We achieved a fair day’s trading,
meeting some acquaintances from The
Model Society and hopefully some new
members.

SATURDAY 17TH NovemBER - Our own Crafi
Fair! As always we used 51, Kathering's
Hall in Ledbury. It is necessary 1o get the
team there bright and early, to set up the
tables before the stallholders are allowed
in at 8-30am. This year, a new stand had
come [rom Pwllheli - I did not like to ask
what time he set out because he was
already there and packing away his
breakfast things!

Blessed with warmer weather than in
previous years {just), we got the show on
the road and had a busy day, as did the
stallholders. Our refreshment stall did
not stop and we were pleased to see the
end of the day.

We achieved good totals for both sales
and refreshments and were blessed with

Enjoy your holiday!

Leave your troubles behind — knowing
that your home is safe in caring hands.

PETS CARED FOR

If required, we could do most
DIY tasks that need attention in
your home, while you relax and

enjoy a well-earned break.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Mature non-smoking couple
with impeccable references.

CONTACT THE PEOPLE WHOD CARE, NOW.

Barry or Anthea
Tel 0207 221 4870

HOME SITTING PLUS
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a fine eam of volunteers, Thank vor fo all
wito helped dn any way,

SATURDAY 15T DECEMEER - We attended
the ‘Leominster Canal Promotions” event
at the Roval Oak, Leominster. We took a
limited display and sales stand to provide
an interest point (along with other
organisations) during the intervals. Sales
were reasonable and the event allowed
us Lo meel people in a new area.

This brings to a close The Trading
Company Diary for 2001, but in case the
reader might be led to think that we now
have three months rest, let me correct
that misapprchension! Before we start
again, the exhibition kit has to be cleaned
and repaired, a stock check is necessary,
the accounts have to be completed,
replacement stock has to be ordered, new
lines decided on. the venue programme
organised etc. The list seems to be
unending. Add fo that the need fo esiablish

our diary of evenis and find extra volunieers!

There are a small number of gaps in
Trading Company organisation which
need to be filled:-

1 Crarr Far Orcamiser. After deing the
job for ten years, Joyce Potis has asked to
be replaced. We are very gratefild for the hard
work put i by Jowee and hope somebody
out there is prepared to take on the job.
A concentrated once a year cffort with
the satisfaction of a successful day to
reflect the organisational activity of the
previous weeks!

2 We need to supplement our Boar
Group as the Chairman has been
poached to become Canal Trust
Chairman - and we have lost one or two
others (and gained one to run the trip
boat at Over).

Flagse contact Brian Mouls to indicate your
willinguess to help with any of the ahove.

*» BM

Z

CHARACTER BOAT HIRE?

=l\‘|\:

We don't pretend to have the latest “state of the art’ canal boats for hire, with
the most modern accessories and gadgers. We do, however, operate a flest of
great variety and character, including interesting traditional style boats, some
with boatman’s cabins and traditional controls. comfortable semi-trads and
cruigers. Sizes range from 2-12 berths.

Our location is central for the Llangollen Canal, Cheshire Ring, 4 Counties
Ring. Chester Branch and the Caldon Canal. No previous experience required.
Group bookings and pets welcome.

=T ow cost “bargain breaks

from £45 each
(6 berth)*

Send for our brochure:

\i.'i- mmuﬂ NARROW

CANAL TERRACE
MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CWi10 9BD
Tel: Middlewich (01606) B32460

Website: www.middlewichboats.co.uk

.-;?‘
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CUSTOM FRAMES

For All Your Picture Framing Needs

Wide selection of mouldings.
Qil painting, Cross Stitches Etc.,
Stretched Mount, Cutting, Dry Mounting
Box Frames for Medals our Speciality.

Bring your copy of The Wharfinger in for a Discount

178 Barton Street, Gloucester
Tel/Fax: 01452 411562

- RDD Insurance WBrokers N

{Houlsham Mill Centre, Parkimayp,
Chelmsford, Essex, CHI2 TPX
Members of the General Insurance Standards Council

All Industrial and Commercial Insurance transacted.

Specialists in: - Motor Trade
Charities Hotels
Schools Retail
Nursing Homes Engineering
Printers/Publishers

We guarantee a professional, independent and personal
service on all matters without obligation.

For a free consultation call us today on: -

Tel: (01245) 252414 Fax: (01245) 346802
Email:RDDS{@ aol.com /'
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n
rI‘lo give volunteers more conlidence about
what 10 do should a medical emergency
occur on site, Gloucester paramedic Tan
Bateman has organised a short first aid
course at the Ambulance Station in
Gloucester lor regular volunteers at Over
and Oxenhall. The sessions are run by
paramedic Mark Maisey - no relation, as
[ar as we know, 1o the Mister Maysey in our
article in The Wharfinger | edition 72).

Qur Hands!!

I was expecting lots of bandages and advice
on removing splinters etc., but the course
bezan with far more serious situations, and
rightly so. The first week we were taught CPR,
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation, or mouth to
mouth as we usually call it. Fortunately, we
were given real dummies to practice on rather
than our colleagues, Mark 1old us thar when
they are called 10 an emergency where the
patient had stopped breathing it was in the
situations where a by-stander had been able 1o
perform CPR that gave them the best chance
of recovery.

The second week covered asphyxiation, or
blockage of the windpipe. I was surprised o
learn that there are at least a dozen different
situations that can cause this, from
convulsions to hysteria. 5o if, during lunch

Barbara and Ray Moses will once again
be running a stall on behalf of the H&G
Canal Trust at the Gloucester Boat and
Watersports Jumble, on 7th April

2002. As usual, they need donated
iterns to sell to raise funds for the Trust,
please. Alternatively, they can sell more
valuable items on a commission basis.

These items must be waterways (or
watersports) orientated — however tenmous
- bul. please, no waterways magazines,
unless they are in bound vear volumes!

breaks in the sile
hut, a volunteer
is talking and
munching on a
sandwich at the
samc time, they
can feel rest
assured they will
be dealt with
when they start
to choke. Or, if
we learnt that we
are to receive a
large  lottery
grant to help
with restoration
and the surprise is too much for any of us, the
hysteria will also be dealt with correctly!

Week three, and bandages at last! We all
put these to good uses and were also taught
various ways of stemming blood [ow, coping
with firting, asthma attacks, and diabetic
needs. The course contintus . ..

Wi try 1o pay carelul attention to health
and salety on site so, hopefully, we will not be
calted on o perform all the knowledge that we
have learnt. Butl we are glad to have gained it
and {1 s giving us more confldence 1o help our
colleagues should the situation arise. Thank

CFPR (using a dummy}

your, Mark for your patience and laaching.

- M
THE TRADING COMPANY

H® G (anal Sales

Donated items can be brought to the
‘third Tuesday of the month' Social
Meetings at The Verzons Inn or
alternative arrangements can be made
with Barbara or Ray on 01989 780325, or
e-mail r_w_mosest yahoo.co.uk

Barbara and Ray work hard o raise
funds for the H&G Canal Trust at this
event - please suppor! them with a suilable
dowation (or goods to sell on commission).
Make 2002 another record-breaking vear,

The Wharfinger
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M Docks Redevelopment &
Underway Again!

By Hugh Conway-Jones

Reproduced with permtission from “Llanthony
Log” the newsleiter of The Friends of the
National Waterways Museunt, Glotcesier.

fter a long period of inactivity, work

is in hand on two major buildings in
Gloucester Docks. The former Priday
Metford flour mill is being stripped of iis
machinery, and the 1960°s concrete silo
and other modern additions are being
demolished. The original mill and
warehouse will be refurbished and a new
extension added to provide 30 one and
two-bedroom flats with two restaurant-
bars on the ground floor. On the west
side of the Main Basin, the Alexandra
Warehouse and the adjoining small
office building are being refurbished and
linked together to provide new offices on
the lower floors for British Waterways.

Gloucester Docks in the late 1960's. Hard beft |s the Priday's concrete silo;

the other buidings are now the City Council Offices

Waork is due to start in February on the
conversion of the Albert Warehouse o
flats, and this has forced Robert Opie to
close his Museum of Advertising and
Packaging which has long made use the
building.

The multi-screen cinema that was
scheduled for the Southgate Street
frontage of the docks area will not now
go ahead. This [ollows from the
agreement of the South West Regional
Development Agency to take over the
lease of the central docks area from the
developers Crest Nicholson. The Agency
plan to stimulate housing development,
with the ground floors for employment
or water-related retailing, and they will
provide the extra cost of quality materials,
design and co-ordination which would
not be possible with piecemeal

development by private companies.

Fhato: Magge Jones
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The Regional Development Agency is
also expected to invest heavily in the
Western Waterlront scheme to redevelop
a series of sites stretching from the
former Cattle Market through the docks
to Monk Meadow and Bakers Quay. The
aim Is that the area should have an
appropriate mix of uses that complement
those that the city centre offers and that
establish a new market for sustainable
urban living in an attractive waterside
location. 1t is expected that the mix will
include housing, tourism, recreation,
education, business, shopping and eating

places. The involvement of the Agency
should help to re-vitalise some very run-
down areas which will transfarm the
setting of the National Waterways
Museum, and the future of the Docks
themselves.

® HCJ

BOOKS SUCCESS

During the past year | have been collecting
and selling secondhand books, mainly
paperbacks, at the Social evenings and on the
Sales stand, which has raised £100. Thank
you fo all that donaled - and bought. e Jaf

Mo sooner have we packed away displays and stock from our last outing of
2001 in December than the planning for 2002 starts! Some of the events to be
attended by our Trading Company during the early part of the year are given
below {some dates have to be confirmed):-

March Tractor World, Malvern

April 7 Gloucester Boat Jumble

May 4-6 Worcester & Birmingham Rally

May 18-19 Moira Canal Festival ***

Jun 1-3 Crick Boat Show ***

Jun 1 Hartpury College Open Day

Jun 15-16 Wiltshire Water Festival- Wootton Bassett***
July Saul Boat Gathering

July Marcle Steam Fair

Aug 23-26 IWA National — Huddersfield***

The events marked*** are our “very awaydays" - we would appreciate it if any
Members living in the areas could come along and give us a hand for a couple of
hours. Please contact Janet Moult [see Contacts] for more details.

Attending these events is not without cost - which we work hard to keep to a
minimum - any sponsorship from a Member, Corporate or Individual, would be

very welcome.,
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VIDWINTER TRANSPORT

EsSTABLISHED 19 YEARS

With full range of vehicles including

B flat curtain sided and refrigerated W
B from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle B B Nationwide B
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TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk
emall: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk
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| the Lock and the garden
| at Ower once the Lock has bean restored.

@ ot Quite . THE LAST PAGE @@

Thank you...

Music STAND

The Trading Company would |ike 10
thank Philip Kennedy of Hereford for the

tne last edition

& BM

e

e e

CasT IRON RAILINGS

We are very grateful 10 Manmouthshire
County Council Highways Department for
donating cast iron railings to the Trust which will
| be used to demarcate the boundary betwsen
s of The Wharf House

R

Exactly the right quantity of these were
surplus having been ramoved from the river
bank to permit a major fiood protection scheme
al Chepstow. This inter-ralated o a project
which Penny Environmental & Planning was co-
ordinating. We greatly appreciate the suppor

ol Monmouthshire County Council in recycling
| these surplus materials into the ongoing conser-
1 # DRF

vation work on tha HAG Canal.

Wanted please...

AssISTANT TO THE WEB MASTER

We are looking for someone who
enjoys working on the Web. Migel Bailey
would welcome an assistant to halp h_nm
| keep the website up-to-date and running
| smoothly, If possibly you are that
| comeone please contact Nigel, [see
| contacts list overleal]. @ NB

A ‘SIT-oN’ LAWN MowEr

Can anyone help us find i
: _ a sit-on law
mower? Spring is just around the comar, 4a|ru:r1I
QUr present maching looks unlikefy to cope with

| the surge of green shoots coming up around

donation of & music stand as regquested in | __

NAVAL INCIDENT REPORTED

AT OVER!

Last year we were shocked 10 have a formal
report of a marine ¢ollision at Over. It appears
that a submarine on training exercises nearly
caused the sinking of a canoe,

Without warning the canoe and submarine
crossed cach other's course, and a serious
incident was narrowly avoided, Luckily the
submarine in question was owned by one of the
members of Gloucesier Model Boat Club and was
a scale model!

In future we will be ensuring a slightly greater
segregation between all the different users of the
Canal on Open Days — we are pleased 1o report
that there was no damage or injury on this

occasion! « DRP
DISCRIMINATION

We are required to confirm that we have an
appropriate Discrimination Policy in place when
applying for some gramt aid. The Council of
Management have therefore adopted the following
Policy:-

“The HEG CT aims 1o ensure that no member,
volunteer or visitor is discriminated against because of
class, colour, disability, employment status, ethnic or
national origins, marital status, race, religious beliefs,
e, sexuality or unrelated criminal convictions. Young
people whao have not attained the school leaving age
are only acceped as volunteers under the conditions
described in our Health & Safety Policy.”

our sitez al Oxenhall and Over. Can you COPY DEADLINE
plasse? o thi FoR THE NEXT |  5TH APRIL, 2002
JWJ B
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At the heart of England's waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Wm*ﬁing togetﬁer, in the
_present, to revive the past,
and secure a better future. =

Braunston Marina,
The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH
TE]Ep]‘I one: 01788 891373 Fax: 01768 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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———4¢ CONTACTS ¢$—

Dick Skeet
Stoneham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 3B
Tel: (01568) 797 032
dick@skeetr.fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, 3t Ethelbert Close,
SUTTON 5T. NICHOLAS
Hereford, HR1 3BF
TelFax: (01432) 880 155
email: Liz@Harbingerd. freeserve.couk

CIiff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice’, BURLEY GATE.
Hereford, HR1 305
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877
email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

Brian Fox
1. Holmer Hall Cottages. Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 90U
Tel: (01432) 358 628

Janet & Brian Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432} 264 366
Janet. Moult@ukgateway, net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01452) 533 B35
email; nigel.bailey@bluevonder.co.uk

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010
maggichoma@brinternet.com
Wilf Jones
Tel: (D1452) 415 888
wilf.jones 20006 brintemet.com

Penny Shetliffe
Man Orper SaLes, Little Lugg,
Cross Keys, HEREFORD. HR1 NP
Tel: (01432 820 623
penny@shetliffe. freeserve.co.uk
H & G Canal (Balas) Lid. is the Trusts whally
ownad Trading Company [N, 2T10215]
Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street,
Heteford, HA4 SHN (01432) 272 028

Visit our Website ...
www. h-g-canal.org.uk

Wwant to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shovel or pen.

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UK SuescriPTiON RATES

AnNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £0
Senior Citizen £5  Joint Senior Citizen  £7
Corporate £20

LiFe MEMEERSHIP .
Individual £150  Joint/Family £200
Senior Citizen £A0  Joinl Senior Citizen 110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and danations are treated as being
mada under the Gift Aid scheme uniass you state that you do not
wizh us o do this. Payment made by Standing Ordar greatly assicts
us and payment remaing under your control. All payments to;

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL
thank you.

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there iz a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisement free of charga.
Haather Worth, Tel. 01432 270 552, has the details.

Unless specifically siated any apinions saprassed in this nawsletier are
Foge of the aulbor and do nat necessarily reflact the formal policy of the
Herehordshing and Gloucestershire Canal Trusl. The Trust accepls no lisbility
far ary matier pringed in this newsletter nor any advertising that may be
inchutied. Reproduction of extracts from e newsetiar is waloomed pm-;ﬂe-:l
thal full acknowigdgement is gven,

Mambershig records are computensed. In ascordance with 1the Data

Protactian Act 1684 [Reqistration No. ASDS9046], your eniry is avaitatle for
Irspection i you send %0 the Membership Secratary.

\Wkilst we Iy o eagure dites are comegl please venly them with 2 relevani Drganisar.
22002 Published by the Hersdordshing and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.
The Hersfordshire and Gloucesiershire Canal Trust i& a non-profit
distributing Comparny limited by guarantes [Mo. 2704407], and is
& ragistared as B chanty [Mo. 1010721].

Registenad Office: =3 Norfolk Counl, Norfolk Aead, Ricsmanswarth, WD3 1LT.
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The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the

L5 ML

Tl SV HOHIN

5 BFZB. \ ot
River Severn at Gloucester, via ERSRsEF '
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the Rg=§ssE
city of Hereford, utilising some 22 SEEEESE § A
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was FE é‘gj = :
formally closed in 1881 to allow E_%;%f"g% 5 y
construction of the Ledbury to _::E::_-':Eﬁ REST it
Gloucester railway which in its urn 2 igg 535 ﬁjﬁl

was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
900 from all over the country - and
abroad! Qur objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A steering Committee of Local

HLIR W HE 1V

Authorities, Environment Agency, E S mawn =

etc. has been formed by the Trust to EeEgFFILE

assist in progressing this objective. 5; % Es: :Z‘:E

We have a major restoration site in §% 2 'gf eIz

each county, which together extend Bga 2 E £oE

to some 3 miles. i i g F E )
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