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Vice Presidents: £ £ Barnes 7D, Duff

Hart-Davis, Diana Organ MP., David Proue
Chairman: Dick Skeet

Council of Management:
Committee: Tony Austin-Bailey, Nigel
Bailev, Liz Connors, Brian Fox, Nigel
lefteries, Carafire fones, Brian Moult,
Cliff Penny, David Penny, Heather Worth
Finance:

Treasurer/Committee Chairman
Liz Connors

Committee: Brian Fox, David Penny,
Nigel Jefferies, Torm Bennett, Brian Moult
Oxenhall Restoration:
Wrinklies Coordinator: Brian Fox
Health and Safety Officer:
Tony Austin-Bailey

Over Special Profects Group

Project Director: David Penny

Secretary/CDM Planning Supervisor

Nigel Bailey

PR: Nigel Bailey, Jane fones

Committee: Nigel Bailey, Fed Seagles,
Mike Bowden, Adriarn Fry, Roy farmeson,
Maggie fones, Wilf fones, David Penny

Funding: Nigel Bailey, Roy farmieson,
Maggie fones, Wilf fones, David Penny

Events: Liz Sailey, Magegie Beagles, Dot
Hicks, fane fores, Roy famieson

Executive: Nigel Bailey, Maggic fones, Wi
Jones, David Penny

Wharf House: Wi fones, Nigel Bailey,
Cibridine fones, David Penny, Somor Smith (251,

Liaison:

Local Authority/Planning
Penny Environmental & Planning

Landowner: Brian Fox
Publicity:
Brian Fox
Over/Web Masiter: Migel Bailey

Membership:
Secretary: Nigel [efferies
Gift Aid: Liz Connors
Soctal Events: faner Mouwle

Support to Council of Management:
Minutes: Heather Worth
Admin. Dick Skeer, Heather Worth

ITWA nominated member
Carofine fones
The Whatfinger:
Editor: CIiff Penny
Design/Production: ilqgere fones
Advertising: Heather Worth

Postmasters: fan and Francis Roper
D and M Gray, 5 McManus

Talks and Walks:
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey

These in Ralics are not Direciers on the Council of
Management, although they may be do-opted members,

THE TRADING COMPANY

H® G (anal Sales

DoNATING ALL PROFITS O THE CANAL TREST

Chairman: Brian Moult
Secretary/Manning: Janet Moult
Treasurer/C of M Rep/Co. Secretary:
Liz Connors
Mail order sales/Sales goods:
Fenny Sherliffe
Crafts Fairs: Volunreer soyghe
Committee: Tom Bennett, Simon Dyer,
Ray and Barbara Moses, Dick Skeer,
Derek Weaver
Boats Group
Committee: Barbara Moses, Pat Skeer

Thase in italics are nat Directors of the Trading
Company, althowgh they may be co-opied members

Hororary Posts:

Archaeolegise: Roa Shosmith

Town & Country Planning: Fenow Environmentzl & Flanning

Frir Coven: o & paivging of Over Lock By Edwend Smih, J230 1505
Frives vl e Lir Ry - s Sl Bk cowver?




=———4@¢ CONTENTS

Chairman's Column 3
Editorial 5
Vice Presidents 73
Commities Matters 8
Restoration Update 10
Social Evenings at The Verzons Inn 16
Annual General Meeting 17
Annual Report 18
Over Open Days 21
The Whart House 22
Busman's Holiday Weekends 25
H & G Sales Out and Abour 2002 27
Trading Company Diary 28
Restoration Fund 31
New from the Trading Company 32
It's not all Work! 33
Not Quite the Last Page 35
Contact names inside back cover

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 40 vears ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer
right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the pasi, and secure a better future, coescr

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS

contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL19 41T
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the pint to
refresh Canal
Volunteers!
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_" m: CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @@=

ne of the undoubted appeals of our canals is

the generally simple and functional nature of
their architecture and engineering structures.
Most canal bridges were built of local materials
and each canal tended to have its own individual
and easily recognisable style. Locks were strictly
functional - generally with no frills - built to do a
job. Lock cottages provided a fairly basic standard
of accommodation and in their working days were
probably rather less attractive than the pretty
walerside "des-reses" we often see today.

But most of the Canal Companies, or at least, the more
profitable ones, had at least one building which was much
maore claborate and designed tw exude an impression of wealth
and prosperity. This was the building that housed the Company
Headquarters - and very grand some of them werz, too,

If you walk along the towpath at Oxenhall you can see a
iprobably !) typical Hereford and Gloucester lock and cottage
and, at Coldharbour Lane, a typical H&G bridge, but you will
search the whole line of the Canal in vain for the splendid
Company Headquarters Building, for as far as I know, there
never was one. Rather sad, | think, but then the H&G didn't do
wealth and prosperity very well.

So it is all the more ironic that, well over a century after the
H&G Canal was abandoned, a brand new Headquarters
Building for the Canal is now beginning to rise beside the
recently restored Over Basin, The Wharf House (the shell of
witich is being buill, and denated 1o the Trust, by Swan Hill Homes ag
a part of the complex Planning Agreement relating 1o the site) is
described more fully elsewhere in this edition of The
Wharfinger. [t will almost certainly be a larger and more
impressive building than any originally built with the HEG
Canal,

Like all good canal buildings, The Wharf House will be
functional, not only providing a meeting place and
headquarters for the Trust, but generating income to sustain
the canal in future years. Whether it will also exude an
impression of wealth and prosperity, you will have to decide
for yoursell. As it is designed to complement the rather smart
new houses across the road, 1 suspect it just might.

The New Canal Age really fras arrived.
#* Dick Skeet, Chairman
The Wharfinger 3 Edlition 74




SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE
QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,

sailaway or shell - we can advise on design or build ~--i -

to your specification — our quotes will please you.
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered.

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.

SEVERNM VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOP, MART LANE,

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211

E-MAIL: salesi@ severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk ||
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SUSTAINABILITY!

Min-,r people think that restoring
canal is all about muck
shifting, pouring concrete and laying
bricks (to name but a few tasks at
which our volunteers excel) - but
there are certain words that are
equally important; none more so
than sustainability!

As mentioned by Dick Skeet,
construction has commenced on our very
own Wharl House at Over. A building
that is an excellent example of just how
the HEG Canal Trust thinks beyond
restoring the Canal to the very real need
to promote further restoration and to
fund the ongoing maintenance of those
lengths that we own. In this edition of
The Wharfinger we commence a seties
of articles about The Whar{ House at
Over - the H&G Canal Trust's answer 1o
sustainability!

GLOUCESTERSHIRE AGAIN!

We know that Members and
supporters are increasingly asking
{including a number of Herefordshire
Councillors) ‘when will some more work
be undertaken in Herefordshire?. It is
easy to forget verv recent and significant
achievements right in the heart of the
City — two new canal bridges built in
2000 as part ol the former School of
Farriery re-development.  And what an
achievement - as they are not on the
historic line of the Canal but on the
agreed diversion route!

€¢® EDITORIAL

By Cliff Penny

It is also no secret that the former
Hereford Clty Council used Compulsory
Purchase Powers to acquire a section of
the former Canal line to the rear of
Staniers Way, on the edge of the City,
when securing adjacent land for a new
Park and Sports facility, We are
confident that work on restoring this
short but important section of the Canal
will be under way belore too long. The
Council have been instrumental in
bringing together a number of interested
parties {including the H&G Canal Trust),
and local residents, to form a steering
group - The Aylestone Park Association -
to take the whole project on the
Council's land forward. At its inaugural
meeting our own David Penny was
elected Chairman.

Routine maintenance (including
repairing a culvert) is also now possible
again on the length of the Canal on
which we have a legal agreement at
Yarkhill — work wasn't possible last year
due io the Foot and Mouth restrictions.
Brian Moult [see Contacts, inside hack cover|
will be pleased to hear from local
volunteers who wish to become involved
in this essential work,

BevOND OUR EXPECTATIONS!

Ovwer the years regular readers will
have seen references to assistance given
to the voluntary work of the Canal Trust
by various businesses, large and small,
local and national. We always try and
say ‘thank you' via The Wharfinger,

The Wharfinger
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Sometimes this help is fairly normal *big
business public relations’ — which is,
nevertheless, most welcome! At other
limes we know that it represents a very
significant disruption to a local business
and/or a significant cost — which makes
that specific assistance all the more
remarkable and appreciated.

Wyevale Hawkins Trees grow very
large specimen trees (7-10m tall'y that
nermally cost many hundreds of pounds
each, The business decided to stop
growing the trees in open ground and
was selling off the remaining stock
relatively cheaply (and burning the
rest!). Thanks to them giving us a
considerable discount we could afford to
buy 10 root-balled specimen trees for
Over. Challenge — we needed (free!)
transpart at very short notice,
Numerous ‘phone calls failed to find a
solution — until Hedley Midwinter of
Midwinter Transport was contacted
very late the day before the root-balled
trees had to be moved. He re-arranged
his planned work, slept overnight in his
cab at a motorway service station, and
was on site with one of his curtain-sided
lorries ta collect the trees early the
following day - without @y charge. This is
not the first time that Hedley has ‘pulled
out all the stops’ to assist with one or
more of his fleet - our very sincere
thanks.

Thank you also to Luke Chamberlain
who lent the Canal Trust a fast tracior
and large trailer a day or so later that
enabled us to collect another 11 trees
from the open ground that had been
donated to us by Wyevale Hawkins
Trees and would otherwise have been
burnt - these have now also been
planted at Over. Whilst talking about
free transport, our repeated thanks to
Ron Mogg who has been collecting
surplus plant and materials donated by
the Cotswold Canals Trust for us.

Corporate Member Simon Hayward of
E B Hayward and Company agreed
some months ago to manufacture the
four benches for Ower at a wvery
competitive price and then went one
better and said he would make them for
nothing. Then his business became
inundated with work and he was unable
to fit in the work. Rather than let us
down he arranged for another firm to
make the benches at his expense. Yet
another example of the ‘behind the
scenes’ assistance to the Canal Trust
that, by anv standards, goes way beyond
our expectations = thank you.

STILL LOOKING...

Our Trading Company received good
publicity in both the Hereford Journal
and the Hereford Times (thank vou 1o
both) following the plea in the last
edition of The Wharfinger for a new
store-room for our award winning
display. Unfortunately we have vet to
find a suitable home and matters are
now becoming urgent. If you have a
secure dry store at ground level with
vehicular access right to the door in (or
close to) Hereford Brian Moult fsee
Contacts, inside back cover] would like to
hear from you. A space about 10{t
square {or slightly larger) would meet
the challenge!

1,000 AND COUNTING!

Our ongoing growth in Membership
means that we have recently welcomed
our 1,000th paid up Member. Chairman
Dick Skeet will announce details at the
AGM [Tuesday [8th Jure, The Verzons Inn,
7.30pm = further deiails om the cenire pages]
and make a presentation of a framed
map of the Canal.

* CRP
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’ Diana Organ, MP

proceeds.
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Q Duff Han-Davis

00 VICE PRESIDENTS @P=—

Az a part of its ten-year birthday
elebrations the Canal Trust has appointed
three new Vice Presidents to join Major Robert
Barnes who for some years has been the sole
holder of this office.

—<»

We are pleased to announce that Mrs Diana
Organ, MP for the Forest of Dean, has agreed to
be a Vice President. Diana is well known as a
champion of rural communities and has been a
stalwart fighter for the H&G Canal Trust on the
political front. In particular, she has taken up
the cudgels on our behalf over the issue of the
sale of part of the line of the Canal at Newent,

——<—

Mr. David Prout will be known to some of our members
at the Gloucester end of the Canal as the owner of a
thriving business in Dymock and Chairman of the Parish
Council. Everyone who was present at the re-opening of
Over Basin will have admired his splendid showman's
engine which, in more ways than one, added 1o the
atmosphere of the day. Dymock lies right on the line of the
Canal on its way berween Newent and Ledbury and it is
good to know we shall have his support as restoration

David Frout

E 2

Mr. Duff Hart-Davis is a well known author and
journalist having written over 30 books and contributed
the Country Matters column to the Independent for 15
years, from 1986 to 2001. Several of his books follow
rural themes and his writing for the [ndependent betrays
his love of the countryside and its people. His large
illustrated survey of British animals, Faune Britannica,
will be published in the autumn. He is married with two
children and lives in Gloucestershire, on the Cotswold
escarpment, where he keeps Wiltshire Horn sheep.

*» DS
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liff Penny reviews three Council of
Management meetings so that our
Members and supporters are kept up

to date . ..

January COMMITTEE

Brian Fox was continuing to liaise
with Diana Organ MP regarding the sale
of the Willows Nursery Site at Newent.
Negotiations were still ongoing with
DETR regarding the sale of the Canal
corridor that passes through the rear of
the site.

David Bick was dralting the next
edition of his book about the H&G Canal
and we had provided photographs for
this third edition. David was also keen
to reflect restoration progress in the text
and the necessary exchange of
information was in hand.

An ‘Equal Opportunities’ {Discrim-
ination) Statement was agreed [see page
31 of the last adition].

There was ongoing liaison with the
Cotswold Canals Trust regarding the gift
of weed cutters and a concrete skip. A
large concrete mixer was also to be
purchased for £100 and another donated
to us. This inter-Trust co-operation and
support was greatly appreciated.

Herefordshire Council's Parks
Department were to depict the H&EG
Canal's Crest in one of their bedding
plant displays to mark the 10th
anniversary of the Canal Trust. There
was further discussion regarding the
nature and extent of anniversary
celebrations.

The Membership was fast approaching

the milestone of 1,000 paid-up Members.
It was agreed that the 1,000 Member
would be presented with a framed map
depicting the line of the H&G Canal.

Budgets for the next 12 months were
agreed. Our Membership Secretary, Nigel
Jefferies, was congratulated on his letter
to recently ‘lapsed” Members that had
increased revenue by some £600.

It was reported that Swan Hill Homes
were about to demolish Over Lock
Cottage in accordance with the Flanning
Permission relating to the new Wharf
House,

The Trading Company were continuing
to plan their presence at events local and
national in addition to their special
anniversary celebrations. There was a
brief discussion regarding the sale price
of Grand Holiday Draw tickets.

It was agreed that the Canal Trust
should continue to subscribe as a
member of the Waterways Liaison
Service.

The IWAAC Report on the restoration
of the inland waterway system was
discussed [see page 3 of ihe last edition].

JANUARY STRATEGY MEETING

A second Council of Management
meeting was held in January 1o review
Strategy. Amongst a number of issues

The Wharfinger
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debated a formal ‘Vision' Statement was
agreed:-

“The Trust’s Vision is of a
sustainable, fully navigable
waterway, with towpath,
reconnecting the rural communities
between the Cities of Hereford and
Gloucester, to bring environmental
and economic benefits to both
Counties as well as recreational
opportunities for local people and
visitors alike.”

FEBUARY COMMITTEE

The Chairman reported that Diana
Organ MP, David Prout and Duff Hart-
Davis had agreed to join Major Robert
Barnes as Vice Presidents of the H&G
Canal Trust. This news was warmly
welcomed, [See page 7]

David Bick was well advanced with the
manuscript of his third edition of his
book about the HEG Canal. The second
edition, published in 1994, was now out
of print and our stocks exhausted. It was
hoped that it would be published in time
for sale at the National Waterways
Festival at the end of August,

It was agreed that it would be inappro-
priate for the Canal Trust to formally
comment on the Government's Green
Paper relating to possible major reforms
of the Town and Country Planning
system.

The Honorary Treasurer, Liz Connors,
reported that current finances were very
limited mainly due to delays in the
receipt of promised funds. Steps were in
hand to address this. It was agreed that
the Canal Trust establishes an account
with the Charity Aid Foundation.

There was further debate about the
10th anniversary celebrations and the
Trading Company were congratulated on

their proposals. Brian Moult stressed the
need for volunteers to assist

It was confirmed tha: the Special
Projects Group (Over) were still meeting
fortnightly to continue to plan all work
on site and that a number of sub-
commiriees had also been established.
The circulation of minutes wo Council of
Management was discussed and agreed.

The first years funds from the
Restoration Fund would be vrilised o
construct the headwall, towpath bridge
and supply channel for the Over Water
Supply Pumping Station. Restoration
Fund subscribers would be invited to a
special BBQ and shown the work. fLiz
Cowmors — see Contacis = fas full details of the
Restoralion Fund falso see page 31) and we
woreld welcone further subscribers].

The Trading Company were planning
their first attendance of the year - a new
venue - Tractor Warld at Malvern. [t was
agreed that our award winning display
would be updated with some new photo-
panels to reflect more recent work prior
to the National Waterways Festival,

Pending Tony Austin-Bailey returning
to C of M, Heather Worth volunteered to
be responsible for the minutes,

» CRP

Amaron.NOT.com

At our Over Open Days this year we will be
selling second-hand books - not necessarily
canal related. If you have &ny unwanted
books taking up valuable storage space, why
not give them to us to raige funds for the
Canal Trust?

If you have a quantity of books in good
candition that you would be prepared lo
donate Liz Bailey would like to hear from you
fsee Contacts| - or bring them to one of the
Over Open Days. Thank you.

*EB
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OxENHALL UPDATE

nlike Over, we do not have a variety
Unf tasks to ger stuck into and mostly
have to make do with our prime task,
which is the rebuilding of one Listed
Lock. Last year, during the foot and
mouth outbreak, we were forced to move
away from the Lock. We concentrated on
several minor jobs, like building the
extension fence to make our Horselair
Whar! compound more secure and
general tidving up, but we are now all
once again immersed in stone and
should [inish the towpath wall of the
Lock by the next bulletin.

When I say ‘immersed in stone’ it is
not quite literal but we have just had 3
lorry loads of it delivered, at 15 tons a
load, which has now to be dressed for
use in the Lock. Regular readers will
remember the old canal bridge on the
Roman Road in Hereford which was
demolished in 1995 fsee edition 47 of The
Wharfinger) and the stone saved for
future use by the Canal Trust. Since then
it has been stored at Broomy Hill water
works in Hereford (thanks fo Welsh
Water) awaiting a suitable use.

The Lock at Oxenhall has been
devouring stone at an alarming rate so
that all the stone from our other sources
is just about exhausted. The £300 that it
cost to transport from Broomy Hill is a
lot of money for the Trust but peanuts to
what new stone would have cost and we
are hopeful that there should now be
enough to finish the lock. Unfortunately,
the bad news is that it has a rough finish
and we now have to cut and dress

STORATION

Update!

virtually every stone to give a smooth
face before it can be incorporated into
the lock structure. This is nothing new as
up until now we have taken most of the
stone to a saw mill in the Forest of Dean
but we are now hiring a large saw bench
so that we can cut much of the stone
ourselves, Of the 45 tons rescued from
the old bridge at least 50% of it is waste,
being rubble infill, and is no use for
restoring the Lock, but if anyone wants
some good sized rockery stones then
please contact me and we can do a deal
Lo assist Trust funds!

You might imagine that working with
s0 much stone would be rather boring
but most of our gang have been around
for a couple of years at least and I think
they still look forward to their day out in
the fresh air on a Tuesday. Working
with stone on a Listed structure means
that cach stone has to be individually cut
to match the original courses so there is
alwavs someone engaged on this final
precision cutting and shaping with the
portable stone saw, Others may be using
a variety of other tools to cut away anv
bad stone, whilst someone clse has the
job of setting the stones in place or
mixing the mortar to our very precise
specifications, These jobs are swapped
around as much as possible so that
everyone gets a new challenge, and
training is given to those without the
necessary skills, Why not come along on
a Tuesday now that summer is here and
we'll see what you are made of?

Some time and money has been spent
on renovating a trailer which has been

The Wharfinger
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standing in the compound at Oxenhall
for some vears and we thank Dave
Gilman for all his efforts. We have
several jobs lined up for it in the near
future so it should be money well spent.
Thanks also go to Les Lane's Garage al
Gorsley for welding the bucket on our
tractor - we can now actually put some
gravel in it without it falling out of the
bottom!

An Officer [rom Forest of Dean
Council recently called in to view our
progress on the Lock and was pleased
with what he saw. We discussed the
phasing of any more grants which we
hope will be available in the future and
are indeed grateful for our annual
allocations already received from FoDDC.
We naturally do not charge for our
labour and so far the stone we have used
in the lock reconstruction has been free
but considerable expense is incurred by
the Trust in purchase of sand, cement
and lime, stainless steel tie rods and of
course in getting the stone dressed,

While on the subject of funds for
restoration of the Canal, we have just
found a way of being paid for doing
restoration work (of a sart) on two Canal
bridges. Herefordshire Council
are responsible  for  the
maintenance of Skew Bridge and
Middle Court Bridge on the road
through Monkhide. It was
suggested that the Trust may like
to do some work, under contract,
to clear years of accumulated ivy
and brambles from those bridges
and the immediate area around.
The work was urgent and we
submitted a bid, which was
accepted, and everything was
completed before the nesting
s¢ason started in March. Brian
Moult was pleased to take on the
job with the help of a few of the
new volunteers at the Hereford

end and it is hoped that our successful
completion may lead to further bridge
contracts along the line of the Canal.

Other maintenance work planned on
the section owned by Mrs Oram, on the
other side of the main road. has once
again been halted by a surplus of water
in the canal at that point which meanit
access to the bed was impossible. Flans
are still in hand to plug the long-
standing leak and remove willow
saplings before they become too big.
Flease contact Brian Moult if vou are
interested in working on this site (or
anything else which may arise in
Herefordshire); or myself (Brian Fox) for
the Oxenhall arca. » BF

PROGRESS AT OVER

ou may have noticed our work

continuing on the Over car park. We
have laid the drains and profiled the
surface so that all water runs to a point
near the centre and then safely soaks
away, We have landscaped the entrance,
built a retaining wall from telegraph
pales and wooden sleepers. We are now
laying out the parking bays using

Mew trees landscape the car park at Over

The Wharfinger

11

Edition 74



[ --n_gﬂ]ﬂ. v :
M-8

Londan WRG joined us o continue waork on the pump channel and silt trap brickwaork

donated concrete railway sleepers. At a
third of & ton each they are pretty
difficult 10 move around. Some of them
need to be sawn — quite a task even with
a brick saw,

Working in the car park through the
winter has been tough - it's that
notorious Over mud! 5o it's a relative
pleasure to be working there now the
weather has improved.

We managed to keep the excavator
“Blue” for a few more weeks than
expected s0 we have now completed the
excavation of the mill race, in two
sections either side of the water supply
inlet. The most recently dug section has
now been landscaped and surrounded by
young trees, thanks to a grant from
Tewkesbury Borough Council. We
seem to be in exactly the right place too.
We found some of the clay which had
originally ensured the channel was
waterproof = 730 years ago! On a
platform on the canal side of the mill
race we've placed a large log as a seat.
Once our building materials have all
been used or moved, and once some
grass has grown, it's going to be a lovely
spot to sit and watch the river flow by.

Work has continued on the ducting
and manholes on “our side” of the

‘Bailey' bridge. At the same time, the
ground between the headwall and the
pump shaft has been excavated. The final
hall concrete ring has been manoeuvred
(well done Wilf!) into place to act as a
silt trap and the concrete has been
poured ready to build the brick channel
which will carry water from the shaft to
the Canal. Now the channel is complete
we have added a bridge so that the
towpath can pass over the top.

We resolved that early in the year we
would try keeping the blanket weed at
bay by using our stack of barley straw.
For a while we were stumped for an
economical way to obtain netting so that
we could make a couple of giant straw
“sausages”. Fortunately, Rob Keen from
Over Farm Market came to the rescue
giving us a supply of the netting he uses
for wrapping Christmas trees (thank
you), By the next edition of The
Wharfinger we will know how
successful we have been.

During the last few months Roy
Jamieson has been building new
windows for Mister Maisey, He has made
five new frames and firted new perspex
so that our trip boat now has smartly
painted windows which you can actually
see through.

The Wharfinger
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This month we have said goodbye to
Jonathan Mulcaster. He's been helping
us for a year now as part of his Duke of
Edinburgh Gold Award and he's been a
big help to the team, happy to do
whatever was asked of him. During the
winter we've also had help from Nick
and Richard, doing their Bronze awards
and we still have Ollie, working on his
Silver, We have to take care that we are
nol using machinery on the days the
youngsters are with us so they have been
of greatest help on the “gardening” side
of our activities. They've also had an
introduction to some of our mainstream
tasks like bricklaving.

We were determined to have smarter
road signs for Open Days this year. Our
Duke of Edinburgh helpers cut a dozen
(re-cycled) boards to a uniform size.
They helped paint them and then
spraved on the lettering using stencils.
Each is fixed 1o a post so0 we can easily
place them at the roadside and collect
them in again. Having used them once
for the Iirst Open Day of the vear they
seem to be succeeding, A number of
visitors came to the site simply because
of the road signs.

One of the items we rescued from the
hospital was a large steel cabinet. We
intended it o be used as a tool store, the

The concrete sleeper bridge is installed over the channel

g I

Fhalos: Magpee Jones and David Panny

only snag being that it had no roof.
Fortunately, Pete Sayce, a new volunteer,
has his own welding equipment and he
has now fixed the roof in place and got
the doors into working order, It will be
greatly superior to our previous
arrangement with tools piled on top of
each other in a steel chest. We should
even be able to keep the new store tidy,

If yvou've driven into Gloucester
recenntly you've probably noticed that the
Lock Keeper's Cottage has been
demolished to make way for the
replacement building {The Wharf
House). If all goes according to plan, by
late summer the building should be
ready for the hand-over to us to fit out
internally, That is going 1o be a
tremendous challenge on a very tight
budget! We will particularly need the
skills of various tradesmen such as
electricians, plumbers, plasterers and
carpenters so if anyone who would like
to help, please respond to our volunteer
Project Manager Wilf Jones' request on
page 25.

The demolished Cottage has provided
us with a further supply of bricks to
recycle. That, of course, means more
pallets are needed to stack them on and
it occurred to me that Grahams
Builders Merchants had stopped

The Wharfinger
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IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEN CANAL CRAFT (SROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader In narrowboat sales
EXI5TS TO HELP YOUL

THE COMPANY IS STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CAMAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

IF YOU WISH TO BUY
WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)
NEWLY PRINTFD EACH DAY

(oF see our digplay ads in tha leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RAMGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
‘WE HAMDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED MEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGM AND BLUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BEROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GUIDE AVAILABLE FREE OM REQUEST

IEYOU WISH TO SELL
WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE 15 NO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY MOT CALL US AND FIND QUT WHY WE ARE-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 332883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Cornhill Lane, Bugbrooke, Northants NN7 3QB
Phone (01604) 832889 Fax (01604) 832885

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk

5

o~
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delivering pallets to us about a year ago.
As it happened, that did not mauer at the
time but now that we could do with
more, I decided to phone and see if they
could resume deliveries. 1 soon discovered
why the source of pallets had dried up.
My contact’s office had been re-decorated
and the note with my name and phone
number had been painted over!

Wark stopped for a few minutes on a
recent weekend while we watched a
heron consume the nine-inch fish it had
just caught in
the very swollen
and muddy
water of the
Leadon. The real
puzzle was how
the bird had
managed to see
the fish in the
lirst place.

We keep a Log Book to record the work
done on site and one recent entry about
Fudge, the cat, {5 worth a mentian.
Fudge lives at Staunton’s Hill bur
whenever we are working Fudge is never
far away. We've got so used to this that
one Saturday’s list of jobs accomplished
included the concerned comment:
“Haven't seent Fudge all day”’, All turned out
to be well because, in a different
handwriting, is another note: “Fudge
spotted at 420 pm”,

# NB

g} Our most

" regular
voluntaer,
Fudge

INSURANCE

aquacraft

A fresh approach to
Marine Insurance

Tel:
Fax:

The Post House, 14 Load Street, Bewdley, Worcs. DY12 2AE

01299 401663
01299 403141
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=—4¢ SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons
by Janet Moult

EVERYONE 1S WELCOME to our monthly meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month and hosted by our "Master of Ceremonies” Lloyd Jones.

Jume 18BrH  Note: 7300w sian

Annual General Meeting

Members and friends will be made very welcome.

Jury 16TH 73004 for 8ev stan ‘ I

The Macclesfield Canal - 7im Boddington

Tim tells us about his local waterway.

K =
AvucusTt 2O0TH 7.30q for B star!

Natter and Noggin

SeEPTEMBER 17TH 7 308 for Bev slarf
Somersetshire Coal Canal - Roger Halse

Meetings are held at The Verzons Inn,
Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the A438
Hereford to Ledbury road, half a mile on the
Ledbury side of Trumpet crossroads (junction of
the A438 with the A417).

PARKING AT THE VERZONS
Flease park in the overflow car park - inside the
entrance on the right - for all meetings.

Janet has gone to a lot of trouble to organise
@ superb range of social evenings - please
support them - everyone is welcome!

The Wharfinger 16 Edition 74



@@ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING B 3
11‘_||r the
HEREFORDSHIRE AND GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST

WORKING TOGETHER IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE

to be held on TUESDAY, 18™ JUNE, 2002
ar the VERZONS COUNTRY INN,
TRUMPET, NEAR LEDBURY, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.

LeHEp

£,
-‘, “E‘\”

= .I
=
wa I|I lﬂ'\. _.-'I

1’ i, 1“] .f‘"#
T
'J'El]'lg .ﬂ

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS
FOR YEAR ENDING 28™ FEBRUARY 2002

R 2

y
AGENDA

Welcome and formal opening of the meeting

Chairman's Report

Group Reports

To receive and approve the report of Council, the Income and
Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet of the Trust (and associated
Company) for the year ended 28th February 2002, Report of the
Honorary Auditor theron, and the Report of the Honarary Treasurer

ﬁ'ﬁ

I

qImE

1.“
"':i

ottt S R

5. To Appoint the Auditors of the Trust (and associated Company)

To Re-appoint those Council Members retiring by rotation who offer
themselves for re-election:—

Tomy Austiv-Bailey: Cliff Penny: David Peny

7. To note that the tollowing co-opted Member of the CofM has been
Nominated a Director of the Canal Trust:-

Caraline Jones
8. Close of Formal Business
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—4@¢® ANNUAL REPORT @@=

This is the tenth Annual Report of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust Limited [a non-profit
distributing company (lormed in April
1992, No.2704407), which is a Registered
Charity (1010721} and of the wholly
owned Trading Company -
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal (Sales) Ltd. (2710215}]. They
replaced the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Society which was
launched in 1983,

The Canal Trust is Indebted to its
Council of Management, and to the
Trading Company Board; during the
period under review [year ended 28th
February 2002] those listed below have
been members:-

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
OF THE CANAL TRUST
{12 MoxTHS T 28-2-02)

Nigel Bailey; Tony Austin-Bailey;
Liz Connors; Brian Fox; Will Frecknall
(IWA Nominee) (r); Nigel Jefferies;
Caroline Jones (IWA Nominee) (c); Brian
Moult; CIiff Penny; David Penny; Dick
Skeet; Heather Worth

{r} Resigned during the vear
(¢} Co-opred during the vear

TRADING COMPANY
H&GC (SALes) Lo

{12 soxTHs 0 28-2-02)

Tom Bennet; Liz Conmors; Siston Dyer;
Ray Moses; Barbara Moses; Brian Moult;
Janet Moult; Joyee Poits:

Penny Shenliffe: Par Skeet:
Dick Skeet; Derek Wemver

talics in the first list indicates et a Direcior;
in the second not a Member of the
Trading Company Board,

After the spectacular success of the re-
opening ol Over Basin, 2001-2 was
always likely to be something of an
anliclimax and, as the devastating Foot
and Mouth epidemic in 2001 curtailed so
much of the Trust's activity, one might
be forgiven for expecting this Report to
be a very short one indeed,

Looking back, despite this, there is
much to report, Although several months
of restoration work at Oxenhall on House
Lock was lost due to Foot and Mouth,
the opportunity was taken to extend and
improve pur compound in Horselair
Lane. Once restrictions had been lifted
work continued apace including the
excavation and re-watering of 100m of
the Canal below House Lock. Work on
the Lock itself has made steady progress,
although taking longer than was hoped
due to the poor state of much ol the
original stonework. The end is, however,
well in sight and we have plenty of stone
with which to finish the job.

Al Over, which was not affected by
Foot and Mouth, considerable progress
has been made in various projects
including the commencement of
construction of the car park and the
restoration of part of the ancient Mill
Race, and general landscaping of the site,
Cne of the greatest achievements at Over
is entirely invisible - the 10 metre deep
pump shaft which will bring water from
the River Leadon to the Basin, This is
believed to be the deepest hole ever dug
by volunteer canal restorers - another
record for the Over Special Projects
Group,

Open days at Over were held every
month through the summer, proving

The Wharfinger
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very successiul, with a steady flow of
visitors, thus promoting the canal and
raising funds for further small scale
restoration.

The Trading Company's activities were
badly alfected by the Fool and Mouth
epidemic as so many evenls were
cancelled, but new venues were found
and by the end of the year the Company
attended only one less event than last
year and achieved an excellent income
for the Trust. Our Membership continues
to increase and in February reached
L000. A successful programme of
monthly social events has continued to
run at The Verzons Inn.

In September, Will Frecknall resigned
from the Council of Management, Qur
thanks are due to him for all his work for
the Trust and for Chairing the Council
for 18 months. Caroline Jones was

nominated as IWA Representative to the
Council and Dick Skeet was elected as
Chairman of the Trust,

It is difficult to oyer-estimate the
amount of volunteer effort that is
currenily being put into the Trust, It
must certainly be true that every single
day there are people, somewhere,
working to further the cause of the Trust
and the Trading Company. A far cry
from the days of a working party one
morning a month!

The H&G Canal Trust is in good heart,
and has every reason to be, and this is
due entirely to the efforts of our
volunteers. The Council of Management
does mot take the work of supporters for
granted and expresses its great debt of
gratitude to all those who so freely give
of their expertise, effort, time and

money. . DS

S 2
>3
Apart from the formal business there will be a lively mix of overhead prajections

and commentary on the successes of the vear. Light refreshments will be
available. Members and friends will be made very welcome.

2 2

Sumtmary {abridged) Accounts will be included
as & loose insert (for Memtbers) or Members may
obtain a full set by sending a large SAE to the
Treasurer; they will also be available at the AGM,

Fvery Member who is entitled o vote a1 an AGM
may appoint a procy (o vote in hisher stead. A prosy
st be someone entithed o vote at the meeting.
Proxy forms are available from Liz Connors. The
forms must be completed, signed and reiurned 1o
her so that they are received at least 48 hours
prior to the commencement of the AGM.

We aim o allow people ample time for general
questions after the close of lormal business. Prior
notice of questions should ensure a comprehensive
response and would be greatly appreciated.

Nole regarding Agenda item No.e; one thied of
the Members of the Managing Council are required
i stand down each year. All those standing down
{listed at 6. om p. 17) are offering themselves for ne-
clectlon unless otherwise stated. New volonteers 1o
serve on the Council of Management are welcome;
as reported on po6 of the last edition of The
Wharfiager lormal Nominations (on forms
obtainable from the Treasurer) bave o be received
between 21si May and 11gh June, The maximum
size of the ColM is 18 and, unless new nominations
bring the 1mal in excess of this number, the above
stated Members will be returned un-opposed. The
ColM is also empowered to Co-opt Members during
the year {subject 1o the maximum siee nol being

exceeded .
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Plecse pring thank v
Name

Address

Fost Coxde Tel.

Dwtails please of any skills which might assist us inoour work?

GIFT AID: as a Registered Charity we can Increase our income Trom subscriptions, and any donagions,
by almaost ome third provided vou pay tax 1 vou DOX'T pay tax or DOX'T want us to do this tick this boy. [:I

For SuBScRIPTION RATES PLEASE SEE INSIDE BACK COVER. Mcmlll:r.‘-hi[j E_
Please help us to keep our Subscription REate low and 1o

accelerate our restoration process by making a donation £ Total Payment £
BankeErs ORDER F Do desaachs )
To

{ Nemre dnd addrees of vor hark b
Please pay 1o account No, 11600694, soring code No. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Camal Trust at the Royal Bank of Scotland. 21 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AP.

Thesomof€  *on this day and thereafter, Annually jon the anniversary | until further notice

*Plarse fnsert abewe (e amioennd of voer seiscriptionn anad any volieenary dosarive. Unerdk you,

My A/C Nao. Signed Date

( ¥our mane and address o be given abovef
This Cancels any previous Bankers Order in favour of the Trusi.

Credit Card Mandate:
If you would prefer to pay annually by credit card please tick this box: |:|

Please enter our
Grand Holiday Draw!

Heratorashire & Qloscesierahing

T RAND HOLIDAY DRAW
5. NARROW ml‘l‘:::u-‘,?;g

/ ] & — DHE WEEK

ARy " 22" s e ot

Tickets
avallable from: Janet
Moult, at the AGM;
or at the monthly
Social Evenings: of
see contacts page.
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——4@® OVER OPEN DAYS @@=

Come and join us on one or more of our increasingly popular Open Days
or Events during 2002, The Sales Stand, Display and Refreshments are
present at each Open Day and you can see the latest progress on site,
Alternatively, vou can just watch the escapades of the Gloucester Model Boat
Club or take a free ride on the the trip boat and see the range of wild life, such
as kingfishers, that are increasingly making our site their own,

>
/_ Sunpay JUNE 30TH There will bz Over Open Days
from 10am-5pm on the last

Sawheny faye Sunday of the month:-
to include freshly

picked local 28TH JuLy
strawberries 257TH AuGusT

297TH SEPTEMBER
27TH DcTOBER

with cream.

-

/ Sunpay JurLy 148TH

Over Walk and Picnic. - A repeat of this very popular (._""J'[ i
walk featured in Nigel Bailey's book "Over and Over Again’. N34 ,}‘.ﬁw},f
Nigel will lead the circular walk of about 8 miles, which will g2 ’
leave the Over site at 10am. A picnic lunch will be provided
on the route and tea and cake served on your return at
about 4pm. Cost £7.50p.

To reserve a EElace lease send a SAE with payment 1o - Liz Ballev, 30,

Fieldfare, Abbeydale, Glos. GL4 4WF. Flease make cheques payable to
“The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust'. Tickers will also be

available ar the [une Open Day.
N >

TO OVER BY BUS

A reader enquired recently if it is possible to reach Over by public transpart. Well, It cerainly is from
Gloucester Bus Station. Here is a selection of times, which apply fo Sundays, and are therefore appropriate for
Open Days, through the summer;

Gloucester Bus Station to Over Over to Gloucester Bus Station

Operator Bus Mo Time Operalor Bug No Time
Stagecoach 325 10.05 Stapecoach 125 1.18
Dukes 733 10.15 First Midland Rad 32 3.14
Firet Midiand Red 32 11.35 Dukes 733 4.37
Stapecoach 325 12.05 Firgt Midland Rad 2 5.14
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PART ONE

Ajlhuugh the Canal opened
in the early 1790s, it was
not until 1831 that the Canal
Company built the cottage by
Over lock. Up till that time the

keeper lived in rented
accommodation somewhere in
the hamlet.

It was a modest building with
three upstairs rooms and 1wo
downstairs plus a back kitchen and
a free-standing privy. Its most
interesting feature was the cellar
which was actually a stable for the
mules which hauled the boats on our
Canal. The first occupant was a Mr John
Haskins who acted as lock keeper and
ticket clerk. At some point late in the
19th century the collage was extended
to form an “L" shape.

By the 1940s it belonged to the
hospital and was known as The Lodge.

Tha fo:mar an}: Eoﬁage at Over

Its last occupants were the Davies family
- David worked at the hospital as
engineer and electrician while Marjorie
was the cook. It was last occupied in
1977 and then fell into a very unsafe
state of repair, eased a livile by the
tempaorary roof that the Health Authority
constructed at an early stage in our

ARTURLE Arciwfects/Bwarn HIY Homes

Rivar Severn Elevation East
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" Mow you saa it

negotiations relaring to the whole site,
Any chance of repairing and restoring it,
however, disappeared when a wide split
developed the full height of the wall at
just the point where the extension had
been added.

The original agreement with Swan
Hill Homes and Tewkesbury Borough
Council required the restoration of the
old Lock Cottage. By the time that Swan
Hill Homes took over the site the
Cottage was beyond economic recovery,
Therefore, the Canal Trust {through
Penny Environmental & Planning)
negotiated with Swan Hill Homes a
revised Agreement. Subject to Planning

Canal Elevation North

now you don't. We sadly say goodbye

lo the structurally unsound Lock Cottage.

Permission, the old Cottage would be
demolished and replaced by a purpose-
built modern building that would be far
more suited to the needs of the Canal
Trust,

Provided Planning Permission could be
obtained this was a 'win - win' situation
for all concerned. Swan Hill Homes
secured an attractive and in-keeping
building on the entrance to their
prestigious development; whilst the
Canal Trust gained a critical purpose-
designed asset that would meet our
requirements. Thanks to some very hard
bargaining by our {unpaid) represen-
tatives the new building would have a

FE
B
=it

B

A40 Road Elevation South
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The ground is levelled for The Wharf
Heuse piled foundations.

usable floor area well over 4 times that of
the old Cottage and be specifically
designed to give us a perpetual
promotional and income base at this
strategic location,

Following discussions by both Swan
Hill and Penny Environmental &
Planning, Tewkesbury Borough
Council Officers and the Councillors
appreciated the common sense of this
suggestion and resolved to approve both
the demolirion of the old Cottage and the
design of the new building. The Wharf
House at Over was born!

In February the old Cottage was
substantially demolished within an hour

The Wharf House foundations begin!

or two of the work commencing; an
indication of just how unsound it was.
Within weeks Swan Hill's specialist
contractor had begun the task of piling
the new foundations - essential as the
ground beneath is either river silt or
previously made-up ground - we don't
want the new building breaking its back
like the old one! All being well the shell
of the building will be finished by late
summer ready for the Canal Trust to fit
out. Follow the progress (inside and
out!} in future editions of The
Wharfinger - or come and see for
vourself on the last Sunday of the month

Open Days,
@ NB/CRF/DRP

Detailed
plans of

e Whart

g House will
ba an display
i al the AGM
i and Over
Open Days.

Elevation facing Staunton’s Hill access road - West
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‘% Busman’s Holiday ™
Weekends! o

A_.s outlined in this, and previous
issues, at Over we have been
very fortunate to be having the shell
of a purpose designed interpretation
centre/tea room etc. built and
donated by Swan Hill Homes Ltd as
a part of the complex Planning
Agreement that governs the whole
development. That's the good news,
the bad news is that the Canal Trust
has to fit out the interior - which is
where these busman’s holidays “fit
in” - excuse the pun!

Enjoy your holiday!

Leave your troubles behind - knowing
that your home is safe in caring hands.

PETS CARED FOR

If required. we could do most
DY tasks that need attention in
your home, while you relax and

enjoy a well-earned break.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Mature non-smaking couple
with impeccable references.

CONTACT THE PEOPLE WHO CARE, NOW.

Barry or Anthea
Tel 0207 221 4870

HOME SITTING PLUS

As the voluntary Wharf House Project
Manager, I am co-ordinating the fit out.
The plan is to fit out the Wharf House in
stages, by asking Trust Members to
donate a weekend or two to help
complete the various phases, to
supplement the existing volunteers on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. In addition
to general willing volunteers we need
skilled/qualificd clectricians, plumbers,
heating engineers, carpenters, plasterers
and multi-skilled and single-skilled
helpers, or those willing 1o learn, please.

This will be a major task to co-
prdinate, and if you are able to help the
Canal Trust, please either e-mail me on
Wilf.Jones2000{ btinternet.com, or
phone me on 01452 413888. [ will then
plan the weekends and notify every
volunteer of the arrangements made.

Accommodation could be provided for
those long distance volunteers. Food will
be provided on each day at lunchtime,
also an endless supply of tea and coffee!

[There will be opportunities for virtually
any of our Memibers 1o become involved as this
exciting project proceeds.  Imitiafly though, as
Wilf has said, we are particularly looking for
those special skills that, to dare, we have mot
had a use for. So please, please do volunteer
and support the Canal Trust in completing @
buflding that is going fo be the emvy of every
canal society and trost troughoud the cotmiry

-Fd]
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NIDWINTER TRANSPOR

EsTABLISHED 19 YEARS

I

With full range of vehicles including

B flat curtain sided and refrigerated B
B from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle W B Nationwide B

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303

Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk

emalil: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk

SRR R R R R R EEE R R R R
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Energetic Assistance

Anyone who buys their gas or electricity mamumoth car park scrub-bashing task for
from npower may have spotted a which we are most grateful,
photograph in the Winter
edition of their newsletter, g
“energise”. It shows Paul
Brown with five voung ladies
who came to work on site as
part of npower's Community
Volunteers initiative. You
may recall that the flooded
River Leadon prevented them
building the otter holt - but
they assisted us with the

THE TRADIN

Hlo G Cunal s

We have booked up a number of visits this year to promote the H&G Canal, and
to raise much-needed funds - there may be more to come!

Jun 1-3 Crick Boat Show

Jun 8-9 Gloucester Model Boat Show

Jun 15-16 Wiltshire Waterways Festival, Wootton Basset
Jul 6-7 Saul Gathering 2002

Jul 20-21 Marcle Steam Fair

Jul 20-1 WA Tewkesbury

Aug 3 All Saints, Hereford

Aug 23-26 IWA National Waterways Festival, Huddersfield
Sep7 Mewent Onion Fair

Sep 22 Hereford Society Model Engineers, Broomy Hill
Oct 20 Oxenhall Open Day

Nov 18 Our very own Ledbury Craft Fair

The usual plea - any help in transporting the display and sales stand, and tha
odd hour on the stand, would be most welcome.

Please contact Janet Moult [see Contacts] if you can help - or if you know of
other events that we could attend - especially ones local to the line of the Canal.

* M
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ormally the first event of our

trading year is Gloucester Boat
Jumble, for which Ray & Barbara
Moses take collection of any nautical
and waterway orientated items,
however tenuous, to sell for Trust
funds.

This year, @ new venue became our
starting date - Tractor World: This
event was held at the Malvern
Showground, at which we set up our
stand on Friday 1 March, ready for the
two days of the show on 2 & 3", We
really did not know what to expect, as
we do not often see tractors on our
restoration sites. Mark vou, there were
a number of vehicles there which

would have quite definite uses for us,
all caterpillar tracked machines. In my
mind's eye, I could just see them
coping easily with our site terrain and
ground conditions. Of course, members
will recollect that one of our displays
shows a caterpillar bulldozer shaving
the canal bed at Yarkhill !

The stands and displays were under
cover, in what are normally animal
show areas. Once the big doors at each
cnd were closed, people heat warmed
up the buildings quite well, as did the
refreshment stalls, Ower the weekend,
we made reasonable sales and were
pleased to find a lot of interest from
the visitors, some of whom were

J

Tel: (01245) 252414

RDD Insurance Brokers N

Moulsham Mill Centre, Parkimap,
Chelmsford, Essex, M2 TPX

Members of the General Insurance Standards Council
All Industrial and Commercial Insurance transacted.

Specialists in: - Motor Trade
Charities Hotels
Schools Retail
Nursing Homes Engineering
Printers/Publishers

We guarantee a professional, independent and personal
service on all matters without obligation.

For a free consultation call us today on: -

Fax: (01245) 346802

_\ Email:RDDS@aol.com /'

The Wharfinger

Edition 74



surprised at the size of the plant we
use.

The stand was manned by Ray,
Barbara, Derek , Taryna, Brian and
Janet. Our attendance was organised
by Mike Hadley, Thank you to all
concerned.

Arril 77, Gloucester Boat Jumble at
Gloucester Docks: Rayv and Barbara
Moses had a good day with thelr
annual stand at the above venue, They
were blessed with good weather
although it was quite bracing early on.
The organisers were very pleased with
the mrnout of the general and boating
public and believe that the attendance
figure total was close to the best yet
achieved.

Many thanks to those who donated
items for sale, with special thanks to
Member Tim Burgin who undertook a

CUSTOM FRAMES

round trip of nearly 150 miles to deliver
to Ray and Barbara's home nearly
cnough items to fill the stall!

Ray and Barbara were pleased with
the income from the day, which was
about 30% up on last year. The Trading
Company and Canal Trust recognise
the amount of work that aitendance at
this venue generates, not to mention
the time which must be spent on the
logistics to get there. Thank vou botl very
wech.

An important part of our trading year
is our very own Craft Fair, held in
Ledbury each Autumn. We are still
looking for a volunteer to organise this
single event - Trading Company
Chairman Brian Moult would be
pleased to hear from potential
volunteers and to discuss just what is
involved. * BM

For All Your Picture Framing Needs

Wide selection of mouldings,
Qil painting, Cross Stitches Etc.,
Stretched Mount, Cutting, Dry Mounting
Box Frames for Medals our Speciality.

Bring vour copy of The Wharfinger in for a Discount

178 Barton Street, Gloucester
Tel/Fax: 01452 411562
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MAXIMUM
CHOICE
BOAT HIRE!

Cnm berween 3 styles of
narrowboat to hire -
comfortable cruisers, smart semi-
traditional or interesting traditional style boats,
some with boatman's cabins and traditional controls.
Sizes range from 2-12 berths.

Qur location is central for the Llangollen .
Canal, Cheshire Ring, BR)  sendor our brochure lma

4 Counties Ring, Chester Branch HE
and Caldon Canal. ﬂ ﬁﬂm mw,?
No Previous experience required. Canal Terrace
Group bookings and pets welcome. hﬁddlﬂdv:;ih, ch;ﬁhne, c;.nrm 98D
, Tel: Middlewich (01606) 832460
Low cost bargain breaks — yepgite: wyrw.middlewichboats.co.uk
Jrom £49 each (6 berth)

INSURANCE

Why not find out what the only company fo specialise in Insurance for the Inland Waterways
for the last 23 yeare can offer you. ST
Our range of policies inchdes: qh
» Personal effects cover at normal pramium rate.
& Cover with a Majer British Insurance Company.
# MO excess on third party claims. “éu;e\“muﬁf
& Semi-protected No Claims Discount.
e UP TO som Wo Claims Discount.
# Residential and Commercial use.
# Wide legal protection cowver.
# Fitting out risks.
¢ Mo surveys on older craft if BSC to parts 1+ & 2 are in force,

= ““‘r”ff
er. gt

Wemsder ofsha
Discounts for members of the WA and NABO a -
If you want to chooss the eover you need for your beat then call us and talk ‘-.,.;h
10 the experts. Ty
Michaal Stimpson & Associstes (Fari of the Mardon Insuramce Groupl P ——

PO Box s, Rackrmansearth, Bers, W3 WE l_

Tel sgay Troaas Fax oigay Tamsg 2i hour answerphone oigay TTo2ss

email stimpsonm@aol.com website www. insurance-marine.co.uk
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H&G KEesSTORATION &

For the equivalent of half a pint of beer f u n d

a week or a Sunday paper, you could

HEP TECRE et St ng Ovar the next few years we have very
At OVER: ambitious plans for restoration which will
+ Water Supply Project require money as well as time. Currently, we
+ Rebuilding the lock are dependent on income from Membership
Arf OXENHALL: and donations and running additional fund-
& Completion of House Lock raising events, especially at Over. The

* R uncertainty of grant funding makes budgeting
g B Otook squadict and restoration planning extremely difficult.

Elsewhere

#+ Land Purchase How 1T WORKS:
+ Other opportunities that arise

We invite vou to contribute a small,
regular payment each month to the
Restoration Fund which will help finance
specific projects.

# Conmibutors pay a minimum of £35 per month
by Standing Order. Gifi Aid can enhance this
at no cost to the contributor,

& Annually, The Wharfinger will report how the
money has been spent.

& Annually, we will invite contributors to an

exclusive social event ar an H&G restoration
venue that has progressed during the previous

volunteers at the Restoration Fund BBQ. year for a talk and/or tour and a buffet meal.
O O O S O O . O S O T R R B O O S S e e e e e BRSNS BN I BN AN B W
To:- The Herefordshire & BANKERS ORDER To: el ey o vowr Bt
Gloucestershire Canal Trust
I wish to contribute o the Please pay to account Mo, 11600894, sorting code
H&G Restoration Fund: No. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal Trust at the Roval Bank of Scofland, 21, Broad St
Name:; Hereford, HR4 9AF, the sum of ¢ on this day
and thereafter monthly on the 150 of the menth undl
Address: further notice, in addition to anv other sums already
instrucied to be pakd.
Signed: Dake:
My Account No:
Postcode: Tel:

If you DO NOT wish the H& G C T to treat your |

Please return to:- Liz Conners, 18 5t Ethelbert Close,
: donation as Gift Aid please tick ox.

Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 SBF.
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GEOprojects

Award minring wals & allases

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Britain's Waterways
A e ingight
Brian Rubaris

8 A comprehensive direct
Y of the inland m.l:erm:nm

'
Wl

‘Hl I'EU.P Jm
5o individual waterways
and regional coverage of

the whole system.
£1285
Intand Waterways | wiiras,. f
of Britain f'”""‘
& national route b
52 [ ==
waterways maps.. ..
= Basingsloke Canal E4.00
® Birmingiam Canal Navigaltions BATH
* Tha Broads EATS
& Caledoman Canal and e Graad Glan E4TS
* Coveniry and dshby Canaks 4TS
inphugng the Birmingham gng Faraliy Canst
* (Grand Linion Canal
; it mnmwmm g‘ﬁ
gs wmﬁmm P75
e 4 Leiester Ling, Soar Mawigiton 24,75
and Erewash Cavl
* ennat and Avon Canal 475
* |ee and Stort Nevigations £4.00
* Leeds and Liverpool Canal B4.75
* Llangolien and Montgomery Canals £4.75
* (hford Ganal E4.75
& Shropehirs Union Canal E4TH
# Siaffordzhire and Woncestershire Canal T8
= Thames, e meer md the paiy B4TS
= Thames and London Rings Atlas E11.75

* Treni and Mergay Canal
Lap T Prestor Brook o Fradiay Smclion g
Mipp 2 Gres! Raynood Anclion b Comwel Lok EATR

in preparation ...

* Forth and Ciyde and Unkon Canals

* Huddersfield Broad and Meerow Canals
* Mecclesfisld and Peak Forest Canals
* Worcaster and Birmingham Canal

Available From shaps and waterside owders or divect from:

GEOprajects (UEK) Lid

910 Soushers Cous # Soush Ssnecx
Reading « R 1 405,

Telaphone: 0118 939 5567

Bas= 0118 %99 4283

E-mail saberBpeap rofecin demon.co.ok
Call for deeails of crodic card payment.

ver the winter months, your

H&G(Sales) committee has
been sourcing new products and
generally negotiating for our 2002
stock. We have found some
interesting articles to supplement
the range of items available for sale,
which we list below:-

4% A wooden tin opener,
designed to take the hassle out
of ring pull cans.

4@ A wooden framed noughts
and crosses game.

4% A handle to ease the carrying of
plastic bags - which also
doubles as a foot massager!

&% Our popular tea towel holder
is now available in two finishes,
plain or stained pine.

4@ A new line for junior visitors -
finger puppets!

4@ 2002 will also see some new
‘cuddlies’ available.

The above items are on the shelf
NOW. They will also shortly figure on
our web page.

The Trading Company Committee
are also working on some NEW
home grown products, which should
please the younger visitors to our
stand. Please support us — all profits
are donated to the H & G Canal Trust

» BM
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Afew weeks ago, the Saturday
volunteers at Over were having a
spot of lunch and during the conver-
sation it was noted that one or two of
the volunteers had not visited Oxenhall
Lock and Tunnel, so a day out was
hastily arranged. Nine volunteers
turned up at Over and when we had
sorted out the seating arrangements in
the cars, it was off 10 Oxenhall.

First we visited the Lock then onwards
along the canal bank to the south end of
the Oxenhall Tunnel, Towards the
Tunnel, the canal towpath gets a bit
soggy underfoot so wellies were
definitely a benefit. When the volunteers
had finished ogling over the portal, it
was back to the Lock then along to the
Phafos: Maggiz Jares agueduct over the
et Ell Brook, which
had further
inspections from
the volunteers.

We noted how
well the Tuesday
volunteers had done
at Oxenhall Lock
considering  the
stringent guidelines
from English
Heritage they have

Ramains of to work to. Well
tunnel entrance  done evervome,
al Boyce Court '

“1It’s Not All Work! ., .o 5o, T

» Resting on the
bridge at Boyca
Court, left to right:
Ray Jamigson,
Chris Swain, Sally,
David Penny,

John Wood,
Liz Balley. Lyndon
Bowen, Nigel Bailey

Next it was off to the pub at Dyvmock
for a bite w eat and a drink before we
made our way to the north end of the
Oxenhall Tunnel. It was a sad sight not
to be able to see the Tunnel entrance at
Bovee Court. Some remains were found
of the entrance but not enough to see it
in irs full glory. Maybe one day in the not
too distant future it will be fully restored
along with the rest of the canal.

There was a fantastic display of
daffodils through Boyce Court. Group
photos were taken on the bridge at Boyvce
Court and in the wooded section leading
to the Tunnel where the daffodils were
like a sea of yellow in amongst the trees.

While walking back to the cars and
talking about the events of the dav, it was
suddenly brought to an abrupt end when
it started to rain. This was the only blot
on the dav. A good time was had by all
and maybe a visit 1o another part of the
canal will be of interest next time, # LB

[Ed - Thamk wou
Jor orgiising Hie
day ond, Lvadon,
(e of the parry
WS 5o impresad
thai ke returned
with his wife the
Hext day!|

Oxenhall 4

Tunnel -
South portal
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Buying a Boat..”?
Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..”?

ether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
diesel » gas « pumpouts * moorings »
brokerage services ¢

boats for sale » repair »

breakdown and refit work

* boat painting *

signwriting «

RYA Helmsman

Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries(@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Lid, Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcs B48 750
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@ Wot Quite .THE LAST PAGE @@

Quwir friends from
The Gloucester
and District
Model Boat Club

are holding their

ANNUAL SHOW

on Bth and 9th June
in Gloucester Docks.

Admission is free.

J ApvaANCE NOTICE

FOLK EVENING
. Saturday 5th October
| Another part of the

H&G Canal Trust's
10th Anniversary
.‘ Celebrations

Commencing at 7.30pm in
Bartestree Village Hall

Music by
‘Meet on the Ledge’

Further details from

Derek Weaver 0143287053 |

Thank you...

More Books

Many thanks to Andrew Pyke for his large
danation of books for our sales table and to
Michael Peach for bringing his books 1o
The Verzons for sale for Canal Trust funds.
- M

Arr Mappep Out!

During our Trading Company travals
last year Jonathan Davey, the propriefor of
Hereford Map Centre, oftered to provide a
new map of the Hereford ceniral area for
us 1o use as par of our display, We now
have the encapsulated map and would
like to register our grateful thanks o
Jonathan for this generous gesiure.

# BM

Wanted please...

ASSISTANT TO THE WEB MASTER

We are looking for someone who
enjoys working on the Web. Migel Bal'l:w
would welgome an assistant to help him
keep the website up-to-date and running
smoathly, If possibly you are that
someona please contact Nigel, [see
contacts list overlgal]. & NB

STiLL Looking.,,

We are stjl| logking for a 'zit on’
lawnmawer for use at aur sites at Oxmgi?ll
and Over. David Penny would welcome
details, please. » DRP

COPY DEADLINE
FOR THE NEXT

T 197H Jury, 2002
ISSUE 152

)
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At the heart gf Eng(andrs waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Warﬁiﬂg togﬂtﬁer, in the
_present, to revive the past,
and secure a better future. -

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH

Teiephcme: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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——4¢ CONTACTS ¢9p——

Dick Skeet
Stoncham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 3]B
Tel: (01568) 797 032
dick@skeetr. fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close,
SUTTON 5T, NICHOLAS
Hereford, HR1 3BF
TelFax: (01432) B8O 155
email: Liz@Harbingerd. freeserve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice”, BURLEY GATE,
Hereford, HR1 305
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 B7Y
email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

Brian Fox
1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 QU
Tel: (21432) 358 628

Janet & Brian Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street.
HEREFORLD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366
Janet. Moult@ukgateway. net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01453) 533 B35
email: nigel.balleyv@blueyonder.co.uk

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 D10
imaggiehome@htintermet.com

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 4135 888
wilf. jones2000@btintemer.com

Penny Shetliffe
Mai OrpER SaLes, Linle Lugg,
Cross Kevs, HEREFORD, HR1 3NF

Tel: (01432) B20 623
penny@sheriffe.freeserve.co,uk

H & G Canal (Sales) Ltd, is the Trust's wholly
ownead Trading Company [Mo, 2710215].

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street,
Herslord, HR4 BHN (01432) 272 025

visit our website ...
www.h-g-canal.org.uk

Want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shoval ar pan,

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UK SusscrirTiON RATES

Aogual MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £10
Senior Gitizen £5  Joint Senior Citizen e
Corporate £20

Lire MemsersHIP

Individual £150  Joint/Family £200
Senior Citizen CHO  Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE. All subscriptions and donations are treated as oeing
mace under the Gift Ald scheme unless you state that you do not
wish ug to do this, Paymeant made by Standing Order greatly assists
us and payment ramains under your control. All payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL
thank you.

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by adverlising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisernent free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel. 01432 270 553, has the details.

Urizzs specilizally stated any opinins expressed in this newslatbar are
thoee of the aulhor end do not necessarly reflect the farmal pobcy of the
Herelordshine and Gloucesiershine Canal Trust. The Trust accepts no labiliy
far ary matter printed in this newsletter nar ny advertising that may be
inciuded. Reproduction of extracts from the newsletber s welcomead proviced
wial lul acknowledgemen s giver.

Memibership records are computerised. Your eniry is available for mspedtion
if you send & SAE ba the Mambership Secratary

‘Whilst we Iry 1o ensure dess are coreci peese verily am with 2 relevant Organiser,
£12002 Published by ihe Herelordahire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

Tha Herefordshire and Gloucestershira Canal Trust is a nor-prodit
distributing Company limited by ?uaranm [Me, 2702407, and is
aragistered &s a chanty [Mo. 1010721]

Regatered Office; - 3 Norfolk Court, Norfolk Roac, Rickmanswarth, WO3 1LT.




The

The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,000 from all over the country -
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A steering Committee of Local
Authorities, Environment Agency,
etc. has been formed by the Trust to
assist in progressing this objective.
We have a major restoration site in
cach county, which together extend
to some 3 miles.
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