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CUSTOM FRAMES

For All Your Picture Framing Needs

Wide selection of mouldings,
(Ol painting, Cross Stitches Etc.,

178 Barton Street, Gloucester
Tel/Fax: 01452 411562

Stretched Mount, Cutting, Dry Mounting
Box Frames for Medals our Speciality.

Bring your copy of The Wharfinger in for a Discount
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=€ ¢ " CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @@=

bout 12 months ago T was asked by a

olleague if T knew anything about the new
road bridge which had appeared at the end of
Edgar Street in Hereford. "Ts it true that this is a
canal bridge?" he enquired. Not missing an
opportunity like this, | assured him that indeed it
was, that the road bridge was accompanied by a
new foot bridge and that this represented a very
considerable financial investment, on the part of
the developer, in the line of the canal.

Some people can see that digging out a canal in
the middle of field is one thing, bur imagine that
doing it in the centre of a City is quite another.

All is made dlear in the new Unitary Development Plan for
Herefordshire which is currently on deposit for consuliation.
This is the Plan which determines the policy for all
developments in the County from now until 2011 and is not a
document 1 would recommend as a bit of light reading. Within
its 305 pages are frequent references to the canal and its
restoration. We had expected the Herefordshire Council 1o
continue to protect the canal corridor from adverse
development as it has done in the past, but this plan goes
much further and there is a new cmphasis. Restoration of the
canal, particularly in Hereford City doesn't have to it in with
other schemes. In a very positive way, it becomes the real focus
of the developments themselves. Under these proposals the
new canal wharl and basin on land at Widemarsh Street would
be built as the centrepiece of a mixed development of housing
and complementary retail/leisure uses - Hereford's Brindley
Place - which | hope will be called "Ballard Place" alter the
engineer who brought the canal to Hereford in 1845, Work is
already in progress to urgently prepare a detailed Planning
Brief for this part of the city. No one can doubt the
Herefordshire Council's commitment (o the canal's restoration.

Hereford, of course, Is at the lar end of the canal from its
junction with the rest of the waterway network, so
developments in the City will provide a new impetus for the
rest of the canal to be restored. One day, maybe sooner than he
thinks, my colleague will be able to see not just a new road
bridge, but boats, joggers, cyclists and wowpath walkers passing
underneath it. That is the real prize.

* Dick Skeet, Chairman

The Wharfinger

3 Edition 76



: \[IDWINTER TRANSPORT
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FORWARD TOGETHER

This edition of The Wharfinger has
been deliberatelv held back to enable
us to include photographs of a very
significant event — the formal transfer, at
the end of November, of the brand new
shell of ™ WHarF House at Over from
Swan Hill Homes to the H&G Canal

Trust. John Theakston, the Chief
Executive of Swan Hill Homes, also
handed over some 50% of the whole of
the development site at the same
ceremony, This includes the Over Basin
and adjacent short section of the
resiored Canal that Prunella Scales and
Timothy West declared open in
September 2000 - as well as substantial
areas of the land adjoining the Canal.

It was almost 10 years from the date of
the first site meeting (on a bitterly cold
December day, close 1o Christrnas) that
David and I first met with a represen-
tative of the Secretary of State for
Health's Planning Consultants.
Tewkesbury Borough Council had just
resolved to ‘protect’ the route of the HEG
Canal and stressed that, prior 1o
submitting any Planning Application, the
Consultants should meet with us. 5o the
Consultant arrived to discuss “the

&y CHIT Penny ]

% John Theakston, second from leff,
Chief Executive of Swan Hill Homes
and Councilior Derak Davias cut the
ribbon of ™' Whans Housz.

comsiraint”™ that the line of the Canal
presented to the redevelopment of
what was then the Over Hospital
Site. What a surprise he got! There
was nothing of the Canal to be seen
except very dense (in places almost
impenetrable) undergrowth. By the
time he left he was much colder, very
damp, and his pristine shoes and suit
somewhat the worse for wear,
Fortunately we must have convinced him
with our stories of “it's abonr 10ft down
Below s here .. conld be up o 151 of muck 1o
dig oui here” etc, as the various options for
the redevelopment started to indicate the
line of the Canal.

It's very casy to forget that there was
absolutely morhing to be seen at Over
before restoration {perhaps ‘recon-
struction” would be a better word)
commenced, It is also easy 1o forgel the
many hours spent negotiating what was
eventually to be the formal legal
‘Planning Obligation’ that was to require
whoever purchased the site to work with
us and hopefully ensure a restored Canal.
But that was jusi the beginning. This was
subsequently re-negotiated, a separate
Collaboration Agreement drawn up with
Swan Hill Homes and even a Licence to
occupy part of the site in order to build
the shell of ™ Wharf House. And this was
not straightforward, of course, for the
original Agreement required the small old
lock keeper's house - much extended as a
porters lodge and in danger of imminent
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collapse — to be underpinned and made
weathertight before transfer o the Canal
Trust. Instead it was agreed with Swan
Hill that a brand new purpose built
structure be consiructed — subject 1o
Tewkesbury Borough Council agreeing o
the demolition of the old and granting
Planning Permission for the new building
= almost 3 times the floor area of the old!

Now who says we cannot rise 1o a
challenge! However, ™ Wharf House
{thaitk you to all conceritad) is just the outer
shell and stairway of a new building — we
still have 1o fit out the interior . . . but just
waich this space!

They sav London buses come in threes,
Well, so do our landmark celebrations. In
the weeks leading up to the wansfer of ™
Wharf House we had senior Councillors
from Forest of Dean District Council
join us for our annual Open Day at
Oxenhall in October. Another cheque
was presented from the Council towards

the ongoing restoration of the Listed
House Lock- thank vou, A week before the
Over celebrations Councillor Terry James,
Leader of Herefordshire Council,
[ormally commenced the work on our new
Avlestone restoration site on the edge of
the City.

THANKS

Our thanks 1o Dr Ian Roper who,
together with his Wife Frances, has led
our distribution team for ™ Wharfinger
for the past few years. Apart from the
pressures on a busy GP, and of a young
[amily, Ian has an active life with a
number of other interests apart from the
HEG Canal Trust. So it is with regret but
understanding that we accept his wish to
stand down from these importani
‘behind the scenes” duties. This also
presents the opportunity to repeat our
appreciation to the rest of the team
whose quarterly efforts are not taken for
granted. Thank you. #» CRP

right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 40 vears ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the pasi, and secure a better future. cvecer

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL19 41T
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Chairman, H&G (Canal) Sales
Direcror, H&G Canal Trust

BRIAN MOULT

1 1s with the

deepest regret
that we have 10
record the
sudden death.
on the 2Xdih
November, of
our friend Brian Moult, Chairman of
H&G Canal (Sales), the Herelordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust's
Trading Company. and a Director of the
HEG Canal Trust itself,

Having sorted out the Kennet and
Avon Canal, Brian retired to Hereford and
immediately threw himsell inio the work
of the H&G Canal Trust, not only as a
"hands on navvy” but also bringing his
professional cxperience and expertise in
marketing to the Trading Company.

"Retired” is hardly an appropriate word
to describe Brian. For some eight months
of the year, almost every weekend saw
Brian and Janet travelling the country
with the H&G Sales stand and display,
raising money, promoring the Canal Trust
and gemily recruiting new members, For
the rest of the yvear he was seeking oui
new venues and products, making fresh
displays and generally planning lor the
months ahead.

He took his role as a Director of both
the Canal Trust and HEG Sales extremely
seriously - 1 cannot recall him ever
missing a meeting of Council of
Management or the HEG Sales
Committee, He always came to meetings
well prepared, was ready to put his case
and not afraid to put his colleagues on
the spot if the need arose,

Briam was not just a “white collar”
member. He never lost his love of work at
the sharp end. The day before he died

saw the beginning of the restoration of
the canal in Herelord Clty. Brian was
there, in the rain, before 8.30am and only
left when gathering darkness called a
halt 1o the proceedings. 1 last saw him
with a hard hat on his head and a partic-
ularly vicious-looking saw in his hand. 1
think that is how he would want to be
remembered.

We shall, of course, greatly miss Brian's
enormous contribution 1o the H&G Canal
Trust, but we shall also miss him for
what he was. We shall miss his wicked
sense of humour, his determination to do
a good job and his kindness and consid-
eration to those who worked with him.
He was, in short, a real gent.

We extend to Jancet and Becca our
deepest sympathy at this time and thank
them for sharing Brian with us. We are
all the richer for having known him

The Wharfinger
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Fhole: Foras! of Dean Cowicy

¥ Leader of Forest of Dean Council, hands
David Penny a chague towards the
ongoing restoration at Oxenhall.

PROGRESS AT OXENHALL

n the last edition the towpath wall

had just been finished and we spent a
few weeks tidying up in preparation for
the annual Open Day. What a pity that
the weather wasn't more kind on the
day so that more people could have
turned out to see this lovely stretch of
canal,

As far as I can remember there has
traditionally been rain at the Oxenhall
Open day but this year it really excelled
itsell and continued non-stop for the
whole of the day. There were, however,
still a considerable number of brave souls
who turned up armed with their
umbrellas to be given a conducted tour,
including a party from the Somersetshire
Coal Canal who spent the day looking
around - and even managed to make it

RATION

Update!

as far as the Tunnel. The teas and cakes
served in the hall were more than
welcome, and a brisk trade was also done
on the sales stand.

Our visitors were able to view the
considerable progress made on the other
wall of the Lock in the last couple ol
months, This has been speeded up by the
use of the stone cut last summer and now
stored in our yard at Horselair Wharl on
pallets waiting for transport to the Lock
as required. We set a new record when
we laid 16 stones in one day - but then it
rained the following week and spoilt our
chances of a record two weeks running!
This side should be completed much
quicker as we haven't any old stone lefi
to incorporate, All that is required is to
establish the correct prolile lor the Lock
using scaffolding poles and just get on
and lay the stone, being sure to key it all
into the back wall with our purpose-
made stainless steel ties as we go. It could
be completed by the end of next year if
there is enough stone.

Other jobs to be completed included a
spot of maintenance on the lootbridge
over the Lock and the cleaning of our site
caravan which used to be at Over and is
now required at Hereford., David and
Elizabeth Williams (who first painted the
trip boat} volunteered for the job and
when they had finished that they bravely
offered to paint our ‘Bailey’ bridge over
the Ell Brook. The vegetation around it
has been cleared and a start made on the
rubbing down and painting with the
assistance of Julia who has just joined
us. A total of 10 volunteers turned up
one Tuesday which is another record for
us, but please still feel free to join us as there

The Wharfinger
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The Mayor of Newent, {third from Jeff)
inspacts the nawly restored lock wall
on a particularly wet Open Day.

are abways plemty of fobs 1o be done,

For a change of scenery the whole
gang took a day trip te Yarkhill in
September to do some maintcnance
work on that section of the Canal which
was restored a few yvears ago but had
become overgrown, It was not possible to
access this earlier due o the foot and
mouth epidemic last year and a start was
made on restoring it to full water and
making the towpath walkable once
again. Several large willow saplings had
sprouted in the bed of the Canal and
many of these were winched our without
too much trouble — there are still some
left for another day. A large tree had
fallen across the path blocking it
completely and this was cleared
sufficiently with bowsaws 1o cnable
access with a mower to get the grass and
weeds cut. Chris Talbot came across from
Kidderminster with his own little
machine and speni the day going up and
down about 1.000yvards of path - your
efforts are much appreciated, Chris fand
can we book you for rext year so that we can
keep it all vnder contral in the fufure)?! We
may have another day down there before
long to pull out the remaining trees and
possibly get some heavier plant in to do
some outstanding repairs - if the
weather is kind,

GEOprojects

Anvael atrening woafs & rilmes

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Eritain’s Waterways

A urigug st

Erian Aobaris

A comprebensave directory
of the inland warerways
with special maps of over
So individual waterways
and regioaal coverage of
the whole system.

E1285
Inland Waterways
of Britain
a nalioral roule
[Manning map
E5.75
waterways maps .. ..
* Basingstoke Ganal £4.00
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* The Braads E475
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* Couertry and Ashby Canals 4TS
incluging de Brminglaw ang Farely Ganal
= Grand Union Cene
s 1 Bismingham & Swealferd EL75
bl 2 ¥ Kings 1y EATH
blap 3 Fanviy Seatiard [o e EATH
bl 4 Line, S Navigatiar EATE
ang Ersnash Cansl
* [Knnned and Avon Canal B4TS
* Lea and Short Kavigaton: £4.00
® Leads and Livarpool Canal AT
* Liangallen snd Montgomery Canal 4TS
& Ooford Cancl EATE
* Shropshine Union Cangl £475
* SlaMordehire snd Worceshershing Canal E475
* Thames, s siver and e paify 475
* Thames and Landan Rings Ml B11.75
+ Trent and Marsey Canal

Er mﬂfmnmn:ﬂm Etg
in preparation . ...
* Forth and Clyde and Union Canals
Haddarsfield Broad and Nammow Cangls
Macciesfield and Peak Forest Cznals
Worcester gnd Birmingham Canal

Avasbable from shops amd waterside outlets or disoct Frams

G jects {UK] Lad
?—EIEI“PE}:m Cieemrt » Saetly Strecy &

Reading = TG 1 405,
Telephone: 0114 939 3567
Fam: D118 $59 283

E-znil: anﬂwm'pch.ﬂ:mnnmﬂ'
Call for devails of @udic card payment,

GEO
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PROGRESS AT OVER

Wark on the pump shaft project has
progressed steadily through the summer,
The brickwork on the silt trap is now
almost up io full height, This has been
the most intricate bricklaying we have
attempted. Linking the sloping sides of
the exit channel with the trap itself
involved laying bricks in a shallow curve,
The complication was that the bricks in
the channel are laid at an angle of about
307 1o the horizontal; those in the trap
are laid vertical. 5o, in the course of
about a metre, the two had to be
smoothly linked together. We are
certainly continuing work on the HEG in
the spirit of the builders of Skew Bridge!

Meanwhile, between the pump shaft
and the River Leadon, a lot more soil has
been excavaled, This serves two
purposes: it prepares the way for
bringing the river water to the base of
the pump shaft and it creates additional
flood storage capacity which is a
requirement of the Environment Agency.
As the silt trap has grown in height
we've also been able to landscape the
area around it.

We normally gauge the level of water
in the Basin in terms ol bricks: the Basin
is full when there are just four courses of
red bricks showing above the warterline
on the Wharf Wall. By mid summer
there were nine courses showing which
is nol surprising. We had deliberately
not pumped in any water for more than
a vear in order to keep levels low for
wark on the water supply outfall. Neil
Jones of Sterling Fluid Systems once
again lent us a pump and, within less
than a day’s pumping, the Basin was
more than full. This impressive pump is
actually unique. It has Sterling’s chassis
but not the standard engine. This
particular one is powered by a Lister
engine so, interestingly, the whole thing

Piacas: Mike Hont

Above top: Water ripples in a pleasing pattern
through the carefully designed pumg channel.

Baottom; From the channal it gushes into the
basin throwgh two brick arches

is “made in Gloucestershire’,

Having the pump on site enabled us 10
try out part of the water extraction
channel. We by-passed the pump shaft
and led the water straight into the silt
trap. From here it flowed along the brick
walter-course and through the two arches
into the Basin, Visitors at September’s
Open Day were treated to a pleasing
watcrlall eflect as the water exited the
headwall and plunged into the canal.

The Wharfinger
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As T write, Meil has just returned
10 site 1o remove the pump which
is going on to its next job: working
on the world's second biggest
sewage pumping station, in France
on the River Seine!

The Wednesday Crew have been
industrious, constructing various
useful items from the scrap timber
we have on site. Their first creation
was a palr of compost bins, sited
near the nursery bed, and built
from scrap pallets. They then built

a simple saw-horse which will 2

come in useful when we are culling
timber for The Wharf House. Then
somebody had the idea that, if it
was provided with a surface, 1t
could double up as a work bench.
Soon it was equipped for both
purposes and, within a couple of
weeks, two more “work horses’
were added - so now we have a
whole stable full of them waiting o
2o into action!

The car park, too, has progressed. %

We've continued laying out the
bays with concrele railway sleepers
and surfacing each one with road
planings, Many of the bays are
backed by a vertical cut into the
soil bank so we have needed to
build retaining walls to stabilise
them. Five of these are dry-stone
walls built from (mosily Cotswold)
stone picked out from the soil that
lormed the car park. The rest will
be constructed as palisades formed
with half-length wooden railway

sleepers.  Once again we have 8

managed fo do all this construction with
re-cycled materials = the planings, the
sleepers and the stove.

The Wednesday Crew kepl up the
un-enviable task of watering the
large trees right through the
summer. On one occasion when

Above tap: The car park bays at Cver are laid

" with recycled concrete sleepers and road planings.

Migdla: Wooden sleepers retain some of the car
park banks.

Bottom: Migel Bailey works on the dry-stone walls
arocund some of the parking bays.

The Wharfinger
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Tony Boonham arrived on site with his
dog, Fudge, our resident cat, was quick to
take refuge right at the top of one of the
tallest trees! The entrance (o the car park
has also been tidied and planted with
shrubs, including laurels (which gives us
something to rest on). ..

As always, plenty more time has been
spent picking and palleting bricks and
tidying the Moodplain. For the last time
(I think} I can report that more ducting
has been laid, this time running from the
slipway to the pumping station.

Again we have a small group of
voungsters working with us once a
fortmight to complete their Duke of
Edinburgh Awards. They will probably
focus on gardening jobs and plant out
some of the young irees donated last
Autumn, that have been growing in our
nursery bed. That will make a space for
more young native trees so if any reader
has any of them to spare, please get in

touch. +¢ NB

MAXIMUM
CHOICE
BOAT HIRE!

C;mosz berween 3 styles of
arrowboat to hire -

comfortable cruisers, sman semi-

Sizes range from 2-12 berths.

Our location is central for the Llangollen
Canal, Cheshire Ring,

4 Counties Ring, Chester Branch
and Caldon Canal.

No Previous experience required.
Group bookings and pets welcome,

Low cost bargain breaks
JSrom £49 each (6 berth)

traditional or interesting traditional style boats,
some with boatman’s cabins and waditional controls,

UENUNE
HOUSESITTING BLUS

You go for a holiday and
leave your headaches to us.

We will finish those jobs that
have been hanging around
for ages. Customised
quotes on request.

ASK FOR

Barry or Anthea
Tel 0207 221 4870
Fax: 020 7792 3043

margaretrobin@netscapeonline.co.uk

@ Send for owr brochure: Ju

Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 96D
Tel: Middlewich (01606) 832460
Website: www.middlewichboats.co.uk
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COMMITTEE
matters

usiness discusscd
at this quarter's
Council of Management is
largely covered by other items within
this edition of The Wharfinger. To
avoid being repetative, we are therefore
not including them as an item this time.

GRAND HOLIDAY
DRA

ur thanks to everyone who sold and
Ohuught our annual Grand Holiday
Draw tickets this year, raising over
£1,600 for Canal Trust Funds. As usual
all three prizes were donated; our grateful
thanks to Black Prince Holidays; British
Marine Federation and T&M Plant Hire
(for the “timbered farmbonse near the Welsi
Border'= there is no truth in the rumour
that the third prize was a weekend B&B
on an excavator!), The winning tickets,
drawn at the National Waterways
Festival at Huddersfield by Roger
Hanbury, Chiel Executive of The
Waterways Trust, were:-

' One week Narrowboat
pmize|  Holiday for 4 people

Mr M Shaw, CREDENHILL, Hereford

Two VIP Tickets to the London Boat
P | Show 2003 + overnight at top hotel

Mrs E Hillier, BRINSOP COMMON,
Herelord

m Weekend B&B at timbered farmhouse
close to Welsh Border

Mr & Mrs G Stacey, YARKHILL,
Herelordshire
“* CRP

IN PRAISE OF ASH

Bezch-wood fires burn bright and clear
If the logs are kept a vear,

Swore your beech for Chrisimastide
With new cut holly [aid beslde
Chestnut's only good they sav,

If for pears 1is stored awar,

Birch and fir-wood burn too fast,

Blaze too bright and do not [ast.
Flames from larch will shoot up high,
Dangerously the sparks will fiy.

But ash-wood green and ash-wood brown
Are fit for a queen with a golden crown,

Caken logs. if dry and old,

Keep away the winter's cold

Poplar gives a bitter smoke,

Fills vour eves and makes you choke,
Elm-wood burns like churchrard mould.
E'en the very flames are cold.

Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread

S0 0t s In [reland said.

Apple-wood will scent the room,
Pear-wood smells like flowers in bloom

Burt ash-wood wer and ash-wood dry
A king may warm his slippers by.

FIREWOOD

From the poem above, you will know
how good Ash is to burn. We have some
for sale at £45 a lorry load, including
delivery. if you want maore information
please contact Maggie Jones, details al
back of The Wharfinger,

The Wharfinger
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HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST

Guided tour of

SUNDAY 27th APRIL 2003

See the remains
of the original
canal line and
the work done
by the Trust and
former Society.

Take a trip on

“Mr Maysey” on
the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire
Canal at the new
Over Basin in
Gloucester!

Fare £19.50 - including: * Lunch with tea or coffee,
® a short boat ride at Over
* alternoon tea and biscuits
* mini-bus transport!

Booking required by: 30th March 2003

Tickets avadlable frome: Mike & Jovee Pous, 3 Cransione, Upper Breinton, Hereford HR4 7PL
Please enclose a §.ALE. Cheques pavable 1o M & 1 Potts.

Orqanised by Mike ¢ Jovee's Trips & Toss on befiall of:
The Herelordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.
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THE FINAL VERDICT

"What a fiendishly, infuriatingly, horrible quiz
woit swine!" said R P of Aldridge, "You are a
BAD MAN " added A M ol Farnsfield,
and "Diahelical! - but great fun" chipped in
C & 5 S of Bromsgrove, but "We furve really
enfoved the frmel teasers and hope there will
b sumerfuinng sintilar again soon” countered
B & 5 B of Maidstone, backed up by S &
P H of Polesworth who said "We enjoved
your competition!”

“Good Luck with your Reswration”, no, "This guiz
was fiendish | retaliated C & T J of Almondsbury,
meekly supported by P 5 of Hereford who
theught it “Good frr - b very difficli”.

These were some of the comments
accompanying enirics received in our Tunnel
Teasers Competition, which just goes to show
that you can please all of the peaple all of the rime.

So firstly, many, many thanks o all who
entered (and hopefully enjoved) our little brain
bogaler, the response in both the number of
entries and monics raised for the Restoration
Fund far exceeded the optimistic end of my
expectations,

The standard of entry was very high, and
altheugh no-one scored the perfect 73, our
winning and joint runners-up score of 74 was
tremendous, there really are some very
waterwavs-knowledacable folk out there who can
alsounravel the workings of a deranged mind!

The one weasel” clee that foxed all of the wop
scorers was number 63, "ihe reasoor for the roads
werge”, the correct answer being "Cansewayside”, a
little known tennel on the long defunct Glasgow,
Paiskey & Johnstone canal,

Therefore a special ‘mention in despatches’
must go to Mrs C & Synan of Whitchurch,
Cardiff, Mrs Jovee Hall of Bradford and Mr C Hall
of Tring. who all correctly deciphered the riddle
and “popped the s10at” so to speak, as [ was

beginning to wonder if myselfl and Jean Lindsay
tauthor of The Canals of Seothand ) were the onby
people on the planet who knew of this particular
litthe hole in the ground,

But enough of the waffle and on to the resull,
of the entries received, 6 scored 74 points, they
wiere [rom:-

Jill {& Tim) Burgin ol Aliridge,
West Midlands,

J E Dunn of Hereford,
D Houghton of Bolion, Lancashire,

Joyee Hudgell of Upton-upon-Severn,
Worcestershire,

David Marshall of Abbots Langley,
Hert{ordshire,

Stella Wentworth of Kidlingzon, Oxfordshire.

S as stated an the entry form, T the ovenr of a rin
il of the et with thent score wall be e it Hhe Bt and
@ wimner drawnt o™, That ‘sorting-hat” event took
place at the October Social Evening where our guest
speaker for the evening, David Saady, pulled out the
name of D Houghton of Bolton, Lancashire as the
winmer of the competition. The prize being a copy
of Canal Tumnels of Enaland & Wiles - prety
imaginative eh?

[n addition, all runners-up received small
consolation prives. And al the same meeting it was
annotnced that the competition raised €176 for
the Restoration Fund - the total of entry fecs and
dionations received Trom all of vou generous people.

Onee again. thanks to vou all, and T leave the
final words 1o entrant C P of Cullompton who
asked "if there would e anoihier CoRTITIIOR HEXT year,
wmavhe on aguedrrcts or bridges™

mmmmmim. now there’s a thought . ..

o SB "The Teoe! Master”

When [iling this Report for The Wharfinger
Member Steve Bence [who suggested and
researched the competition, as well as organised
i quiz forms and delivered 700 copies from his
home in Leamington Spa to Hereford- and
‘marked” the entries and organised the climination
draw as well as donating the prizes ...) said “w
persevial credtt fs rgnined”. Sorry Stewe, but by any
measure a personal credit is in order = many
thanks for all of the time and effort that you ook
io *maslermingd” this competition - o CP
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——4@¢ SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons
by Janet Moult
EVERYONE IS WELCOME to our monthly meetings held
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for 8pm start.
Decemeen 17 -‘-':ﬁ{{ 7
s& Christmas Social and update on Over

H,O in Hereford -
Hereford’s Waterworks Museum — Noel Mecke

How Hereford got its water supply, the Museum got its
magnilicent engines and the county a superb museum.

Januvary 21

FeEsruary 18™
Working on Inland Waterways

in the 1950’s — 7om Foxon
Tales of the cut half a century ago by the author of “Anderton for Orders”.

MarcH 18™
Dudley Canal Trust — vic Smailshire

A long tunnel and a living museum in the heart of the Black Country.

Meetings are held at The Verzons Inn,
Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the A438
Hereford to Ledbury road, half a mile on the
Ledbury side of Trumpet crossroads (junction of
the A438 with the A417).

PARKING AT THE VERZONS
Please park in the overflow car park - inside the
entrance on the right - for all meetings.

Why not join the 50-60 strong aitendance
at our highly successful socials for an
enjoyable evening!
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=—4¢ OVER OPEN DAYS @@=

Welcome ur last Over Open Day of 2002 was held on Sunday
‘ ! October 27th. We have welcomed many individual and
OVER

to

family visitors during the season as well as larger groups,
w including ‘Friends of Working Boats’ and members of the
and ‘Somersetshire Coal Canal Society’,

W In addition to the Alney Island Walk and BBQ, we held a
BEQ for Restoration Fund Members and Residents of
Staunton’s Hill in May. This was well supported with 44
people attending. Many thanks to Maggie Beagles, Nigel
and Mike Bowden for their help on the day.

In July, we repeated the Over Walk and picnic and 20
| people joined Nigel for his guided tour. The only complaint
was that the weather was too hot! We were very gratelul
to John Hoddell of Drews Farm for the loan of his barn
which provided welcome shade for the
picnic en route. Many thanks toe the
Gloucester and District Model Boat Club for
their continued support each month and to
all the volunteers who have, in diverse
ways, contributed to the success of our
fund raising efforts this season.

“ EB

Don’t miss our
Special Open Day
on Saturday 18th January,
2pm-4pm,
when we will be giving
§ tours of ™ Wharf Houseand |
" our plans for work to complete it. [
See wext page for more details. l -

Thank
fo visking
Please |
come
again!

Modal boats, home-made cakes,
walks, BBOs and Fudge all help to
make Over Open Days spacial.

g A sunny summer open day at Over
with the Gloucester Model Boat Club
* and "Mister Maysey' boat trips.
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riday 29th November marked another

momentous day at Over. 11.45am
saw John Theakston {Chiel Exccutive of
Swan Hill Homes), local Highnam
ward Councillor Derck Davies, Dick
Skeet and mysell making speeches to
mark the formal transfer of the shell of
" WHaRr Housk, and half of Swan Hill's
Ower site, to the Canal Trusi. There was
praise [rom Derek Davies for our
determination and professionalism and
the benelit for the community that the
partnership between Tewkesbury
Borough Council, the Canal Trust and

Swan Hill Homes would bring. John
Theakston expressed his pleasure at now
being able to donate the land and
" Whakr HOusE to the Trust after such a
successful partnership.

I stressed that not onlv were we very
grateful o Swan Hill for their support,
but this was a model of public, private,
voluntary partnership. ™ WHarr HOUSE is
crucial to the future of the Trust, not only
as a PR tool but also to provide critical
revenue streams which will permit
several miles of canal to be sustainable in
the long term. Above all T stressed that
this site, and the partnership with Swan
Hill, and Tewkesbury Borough Council
now set the benchmark for other sites
along the Canal. The gain to the Trust
and the restoration went far beyond what
could be seen at Over, and many other
development sites along the line of the

3 T _rlll.-"...'

— e ETTIE  FEOE
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE [Badii

QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974 [ UENLL
- A

Buying a boat is as simple as SYBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and

see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell - we can advise on design or build
to your specification - our quotes will please you.
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered.

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fleicher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S, examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOF, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MAIL: sales{@severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
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Canal would now act as a major stimulus
for restoration thanks 1o the precedents
set at Over. Swan Hill had set the standard,
ard this was mow the basis for negotiation
elsewrere.

This ceremony was almost precisely 10

vears from when I first stood In front of

the old lock cottage to commence negoti-
ations for the Canal through the site.
That had all come about thanks to the
support of Tewkesbury Borough Council
in making clear that the Canal must be
part of the design of any development
scheme on site. From that stance and
support, grew the Over Project and
ultimately thanks to the support of Swan
Hill, and the vision of the Members and
Officers of TBC, ™ WHarF HOUSE.
Some 43 guests joined us in nibbles
and wine inside, with displays around
the walls charting the restoration work
at Over. In the centre of the room was
the model that Swan Hill had commis-

sioned for the sales centre and have now
donated to the Trust. Giving a birds eve
view of site as a whole it will form the
centrepiece of the Visitor Centre.

Around Christmas Swan Hill should
have completed the final few items on
the building and we will start work
inside.

Wre always like a challenge and fitting
out 400m® of bare shell over the next
year or so will certainly be that. We
already have a fantastic array of offers of
assistance, [rom trades, to discounted or
free materials, including Swan Hill
kindly leaving on site all of their left over
materials from the construction of the
houses. If you can help us in any way in
completing this magnificent asset for the
Trust please contact Wilf Jones.

This is the dawning of a new age for the
Trust, the benefits of which will stretch far
Devord the Cher sile.

@ DRP

INSURANCE

aquacraft

A fresh approach to
Marine Insurance

Tel:
Fax:

The Post House, 14 Load Street, Bewdley, Worcs. DY12 2AE

01299 401663
01299 403141
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by Tony Boanham

ince my arrival in Feb 2001 as a

Wednesday volunteer L like most of the
other volunteers at Over, have spent a fair
amount of my time picking and cleaning
bricks. I suffered a stroke some years ago
and so my work on the Canal has been partly
therapeutic and it has been a great success.
But, there comes a point while cleaning
bricks when one thinks “rheres gorf 1o be a
giticker and easier way of cleaning these bricks
s tris”. Well of course there is; plans for a
brick cleaner were published in Navvies, the
Waterway Recovery Group's bi-monthly

RICHARDSON

School of Motoring

contact

Dave Hall

A.D.l. RoSPA D.LA. LLA.M.

Phone 01432 270552
or 07761 177529

magazine, and it looks 10 be pretty efficient.
I obtained a copy of the plans, thanks o
Maggie, and thought that 1 would build a
cleaner, but, I am having some difficulty
obiaining the parts; so can I please make this
appeal:--

1. 1 require an old electrically powered
cvlinder lawn mower with a serviceable
200-1,000watt motor; 1 can strip this down
and modify it, and provide you with a lirtle
more space in the garden shed into the
bargain! This will provide us with the brick
cleaner; the motor drives a shaft with a drill
chuck mounted on the end. into which is
clamped a cup wire brush, which ensures
the bricks are well finished.
2. But what abost all that Turd smoviar, 5 7ol
going fo clean that off i 312 Well no, for that 1
need a 5D% hammer drill with a ‘rotation
stop’ feature. A 30mm chisel fined in this
will quickly and casily remove those lumps
of cement/mortar from the bricks. So if you
have one of these drills and vou don't know
what 1o do with it, please do consider
giving it 1o the Canal Trust. These two oals
will allow ws to clean bricks quickly and
easily and, 1 hope, will reduce the number
of bricks being broken by Lthe over
enthusiastic use of the hammer and chiscl.

Finally 1 am in charze of the ool store, 1
hope those of you who have seen it like the
way ils shaping up bul i1 has a loag way 10
2o before [ am satistied with in; nevertheless
it is an improvement. Finally a message 1o
all of our volunteers at Over. 1 vou should
happen Lo damage or break a tool, don't
throw it into the canal or otherwise dispose
of it - instead leave it on the bench along
with vour name, address, and bank account
number 5o that [ can debit vour account
when I buy a replacement (joke). Seriously
though, do let me know so that I can replace
it because [ do have a small budget. "0 dear
T shouldn’t have said thar showld 12"

Offers of components for our first brick
cleaner, or for the hammer drill, would be
aratefully received: please contact Tony on
01432 700 476, Thank vou + 7B
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Tha Mayor of Newent, (third from Jeft)
inspects the rawly rastored lock wall
on a particularly wet Open Day.

are always plenty of jobs to be done.

For a change ol scenery the whale
gang took a day trip to Yarkhill in
September to do some maintenance
work on that section of the Canal which
was restored a few vears ago but had
become overgrown, It was not possible to
access this earlier due to the fool and
mouth epidemic last year and a start was
made on restoring it to full water and
making the towpath walkable once
again. Several large willow saplings had
sprouted in the bed of the Canal and
many of these were winched out without
too much trouble — there are still some
left for another day. A large tree had
fallen across the path blocking it
completely and this was cleared
sufficiently with bowsaws to enable
access with a mower to get the grass and
weeds cut, Chris Talbot came across from
Kidderminster with his own little
machine and spent the day going up and
down about 1,000vards of path - your
efforts are much appreciated, Chris (and
can we book pour for next year so that we can
keep it all wnder control in the future)?! We
may have another day down there before
long to pull out the remaining trees and
possibly get some heavier plant in to do
some outstanding repairs — il the
weather is kind.

GEOprojects

Anarsd soenming wafe & il
IHLAND WRTERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Eritain's Waterways
A uigue fnsight

Brinn Rebe s

A comprehensive direciory
of the inland waterways
with special maps of over

Jo imrjvjdul WatErvys
a.ru‘l :rq‘lmml :nnnlgt GF
the whaole system.

E1285

H.:ﬁ.g,“'"'m
of Britain Vel
& national routs s M

Evesvasty

* Kennet and Avon Canal 476
® a2 and Stort Mavigations. £4.00
* Lepds and Liverpool Canal B475
* |langollen and Montgomery Canals 475
* (udard Canal BT
® Shropshire Urion Canal BLTS
* Stfiordshira and Worceshershing Canal EATS
* Thames, Me rivar ant Me path EATS
* Thames and London Rings Allas ENLTE
-

Map 1 Prasion Broak i Fracisy Jmctisn EATS
Mop 2 Gt Hawood Jwaction i Comemel Lok EA.TS

in preparation . ...

* Forih and Clyda and Union Canals

= Huddershield Brosd and Marrow Carsls
* Macclesfield and Peak Forest Cznals
* Worcesber and Ermingham Ganal

Fvailable fram shops and waecrside catlets or direc: frams

GEOpeajeces (LK) Led

9-10 Soutbern Court * South Siweet
e # 21 405,

Telephane: 0118 039 3567

Faxa 01 18 959 5283

E-misik: salesFgeapmjensadimen.co.uk
Call for dhetals of credic cand payment.
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Iu September a small group of us set
out on ‘the Alney Island Walk",
Starting from the Over site, we followed
for a couple of hundred yards the new
cycle-way that links Highnam with
Gloucester - and passes right beside our
car park. The day happened to be that
of the official opening of the route by
Jonathon Porritt.

We then crossed the island by way ol
Richard’'s Wood, a large new area of
woodland planted in the 1980s to mark
the granting of the city's charter by
Richard IIT in 1483. Ironically, part of it
will be felled soon to make way for the
new western bypass. Our route took us
past Over Ponds, a Gloucestershire
wildlife Trust nature reserve of ponds
and osier beds, which lies on the line of
the “Alney Cut”. The ponds probably
originated as flood relief channels, which
carried water under the causeway
connecting Over with Gloucester.

We reached the eastern arm of the
Severn at almost exactly the point where

Fhato: Mige! Balley

the “cut” linked the canal with the City
in the 1790s. Following the river, we
passed the footbridee leading to
Gloucester lock and continued
downstream to Llanthony Weir, which
we could hear rather than see, The
official footpath round the island at this
point passes right through the very silted
Llanthony Lock, built at the same time as
Maisemore Lock in the early 1870s.
Leaving the Lock, the walking party was
delayed by an incident involving
@) a swarm of wasps and &) a semi-naked
lady. This did, at least, give some of us a
chance to enjoy a view back to the weir!

The most notable feature at Lower
Parting, where the two branches of the
river re-join, is a signpost which tells you
to turn sharp right although it is hard to
imagine any possible aliernative,

Just before we got back to the bridges
over the river, we spotted on the far bank
the point where the River Leadon,
diverted for 500 vears through Over corn
mill, used to exit into the Severn. The
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spot is a small ravine, now filled with
concrete, where there used to be a whart,
presumably used for transporting corn 10
the mill and for carrying flour away. When
Sir Hubert Parry's father bought Highnam
Court in 1838, the sale particulars included
the mill and wharf - “A capital Water Grist
Milf and Wharf. on the River Severn”. Within
minutes we passed several more historic
features — the branch railway line that used
to run from Over Junction to the docks and
Tellord's Bridge.,

Back at Over the party, joined by all those
who came for the BBQ onlv, enjoyed an
excellent outdoor meal rustled up by Liz
Bailey and cooked by Mike Bowden,
featuring Sharon's splendid puds!

Gloucestar

welr and lock

» NB

%

L

P

RDD Insurance Brokers

Moulsham Aill Centre, Parkwap,
Chelmsford, Essex, CH2 7PX

Members of the General Insurance Standards Council

All Industrial and Commercial Insurance transacted.

Specialists in: — Motor Trade
Charities Hotels
Schools Retail
Nursing Homes Engineering

Printers/Publishers

We guarantee a professional. independent and personal
service on all matiters without obligation.

For a free consultation call us today on: -

Tel: (01245) 252414 Fax: (01245) 346802
\ Email:rddins@aol.com /-
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Phafos: damed ard Brian fdoul

The weekend of JuLy 22/23. Over the
two days of the Marcle Steam Fair we
had the usual British weather, a bit of
this and a bit of that, but mostly
reasonable, which enabled the
enthusiasts to enjoy themselves.
Reasonable takings were achieved
along with the recruitment of new
Canal Trust Members, to go with the
interest from Dymock residents,
wanting to be kept up to date on our
restoration achievements as well as
“Wwiten are you going 1o restore our bif?”,

Thanks to Ray & Barbara, Derck
Weaver, (who organised our attendance )
and Nigel & Judy Street, not to forget
Max and Margoi their English Setters,
whao draw in the dog lover fraternity!

SaTURDAY 3RD AvucusT. Canal Trust
members will be aware that Janet Moult
raised a goodly sum last year selling
second hand books. This year, having
reccived a lot of donated books on all
subjects (thamk vou), she decided we
should hire the side chapel at All Saints
Church, Hereford (the famous one
with the café) and have a Book Sale,
combining it with our Information
Display and Sales Stand.

What a good idea It turned out to be!
We achieved almost a full information
display and sales stand and as a result
achieved good bottom line figures {(and
sold a lot of books). There is no doubt
that Herefordians are anxious to have
‘their’ canal back in water, with all its
attendant advantages. According to
some older residents, the canal, in its
dormant condition, supported a consid-
erable amount of very varied activity!!
This is a venue to be repeated as long as
wie continue to receive good condition
books donated by members and friends
{ thamk you o all whe did contribute o our
stocks of excellent books ).

A big thank vou to those who gave
their time; Cliff Penny. Brian Fox and
Dick Skeet who provided the detailed
and technical knowledge about the canal
itself; Derek Weaver, Heather Worth, Pat
Skeet, Derek and Margaret Gray for their
sterling efforts in staffing the Sales and
Book Stands,

SaturpAy 17TH Aucust — Tibberton
Flower Show and Fete. This was the
first venue at which the outline plans lor
THE WHARF HOUSE were on show,
hopefully to generate offers of help
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towards fitting it out, along with
updated but still temporary displays
detailing progress of restoration. Penny
Shetliffe, Janet and Brian, were joined by
Liz Bailey {who runs our very successful
Trading Outpost at Qver). Mike
Bowden had again sponsored our siand
cost, for which we are very grateful. The
Trading Company is always very happy to
accept cost reducing help of this kind which
increases the funds available for restoration.

The residents of the area turned out in
force as wsual, enabling us to produce a
reasonable Sales total,

21s7/26TH AugusT - The Natlonal
Waterways Festival, Huddersfield.
The site for the festival itself was very
good, flat and spacious and Trust had
been allocated a prime position beside
the arena. Arriving in gorgeous weather
to sct up, the marquee was soon as we
wanted it Inside and out.

As might be expected, the local populace
were mostly interested in their own canals,
which have had such a lot of money spent
on them, justifiably so. Taking this as a
downright challenge, we smiled and
persevered, achieving by the close of the
show, a respectable income total. Once
again Des “Ace” Fick was in the forefront
selling our Holiday Draw tickets,

As usual, stalwarts of the Show Team
{Derek and Taryna Weaver, who drove the
stand material to and [rom site, Simon,
Kelly and Matthew Dyer, Lesley Steans and
Des Pick) working in concert, presented the

ﬁ Left: Roger Hanbury {middhel Chist Executive,
The Waterways Trust, picking the winning
Draw tickets.

Canal Trust stand to our visitors.

Very grateful thanks to Tunmel Master’
Steve Bence, who spent three days with
us, Susan Fitton, a member from
Manchester, who joined us on two
separate days and Tony Austin-Bailey (a
Canal Trust Director), who got up at an
impossible hour to spend some time with
us. Caroline Jones {another H&G Canal
Trust Director) escaped from IWA
marquee duty whenever possible, 1o help
on the stand.

Cur grateful thanks also to Roger
Hanbury, the Chief Executive of The
Warerways Trust, who found time in his
busy schedule to draw the winning
numbers for our Grand Holiday Draw.

141H SEPTEMBER - Newent Onion
Fair. For our readers who have never
attended this venue, let me explain. The
town being closed to vehicular traffic, its
main streets and open spaces are quite
literally “stuffed” with traders and
assorted organisations {like ours), plus a
lot of fairground atractions, not to forget
the entertainment stage. The other
ingredient is - ves that's right -ONIONS!

The weather improved from a chilly
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IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEM CANAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE] LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YU

THE COMPANY 15 STAFFED BY EMTHLUSIASTS
WHO'S CAMAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

IF YOU WISH TO BUY
WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)
HEWLY PRINTED EACH DAY

{or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
WE HANDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAM SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED NEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESICGM AMD BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRAMNGE INSLRANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FARST TIME BUYERS GLUIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

IF YOU WisH T0 SELL

WE WILL MEET YOLI AT YOLIR BOAT
ANYWHERE OMN THE CONMECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE 15 MO OBLIGATION TO USE OLIR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832880
fax 01604 BI2B85
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Cornhill Lane, Bugbrooke, Northants NN7 3QB
Phone (01R04) 832889 Fax (01604) 832885

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk

i [~

The Wharfinger 28 Edition 76




start to quite a hot day and this brought
out the visitors, to such a point that
Canal Trust Members, off duty, reported
pedestrian gridlock on the main street!
Fortunately the Canal Trust gazebo
{thank you Chris Blunden) had been
allocated a site in Budgen's Car Park,
which , apart from the noise from the
adjacent fairground rides, proved to be a
very good place to be.

The Canal Trust volunteers eventually
left site hot, tired and hoarse, having
sold out of several product lines.
Grateful thanks to Chris and Mark
Blunden, Penny Shetliffe, Tom Bennett
and Derek Weaver, for giving their time,
and thank you also to Newent residents
for their keen interest in the future of
both their part of the Canal and the
future navigation In general.

22np SerTEMBER — Hereford Society
of Model Engineers - Broomy Hill,
Hereford. A cool start to set up our

Dun't forget your Christmas Cards of Over
and Oxenhall. Pack of 5 cards for £3

gazebo for this HSME 25th Anniversary
Open Day with our friends from the
Society who always warmly welcome us.
An interesting day with most local
visitors keen to learn about future plans
for Hereford in general and our
involvement at Aylestone Park.

5tH OcToBeR — HEG Canal Trust Folk
Evening. This event had been widely
publicised and tickets sold before the
event, but, as you might expect, there was
a lot of work to do belore the music
started!  Derek Weaver and Brian Moult
were on site bright and early in the evening
to set out tables and chairs etc and await
the group ‘Meet ot the Ledge’. Everything
started on time and all attendees agreed
that the evening was well spent. A raffle
increased the bottom line and new Canal
Trust Members were enrolled.

The remaining Events to complete our
Trading Year will be reported in the next
issue of The Wharfinger. “* BM

FrAMED PRINTS OF OVER BaSIN ;fs

We have been given permission by the

owner, 10 reproduce Edward Smith's oil
painting of Over Basin in the mid 19th
century. The artist shows a view of the
wharf and lock, with the Cathedral
Tower in the distance.

The print is available in either mounted
form or framed at:

Print £12 (36 X 28 cm), Mounted £18
(50 X 40 cm) or Framed £35

These items and others are available from Penny Shetliffe (Conract deteils inside back cover).
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Buying a Boat..”?
Booking a Holiday..”?
Own a Boat..”?

W’hether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help yvou with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
diesel » gas » pumpouts * moorings *
brokerage services »

boats for sale « repair »

breakdown and refit work

¢ boat painting

signwriting e

RYA Helmsman

Training.

WWW. alvechurch.com
Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Scarfield Wharl, Alvechurch, Worcs B43 750)
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@ ot Quite'THE LAST PAGE @@

t a recent Over Open Day a

visitor handed me a ‘coin’ he
had just lound beside the Canal. Ti
was covered with dirt, about the
size of an old halfpenny, but rather
thinner. I popped it in my pocket.

Later in the day I took it out 1o
have a look and carefully cleaned i
sufficiently to find that it was not a coin.
I think it is a medallion, struck to mark
some special event. One side has several
rows of wording; the other shows the
profiles of three men with some more
wording around the rim, A small hole is
punched through the top.

With a little help [rom the Internet 1
pieced together the inscribed words
which are parily worn away;-

THE GREAT REFORM BILL

LosT & FOunD

BULWARK OF FREEDOM
VOTED INTO A LAW
JUNE 71832,

The three figures on the other
slde tum out 1o be Grey, Russell
and Brougham, the senior
ministers who championed the Bill.
They are described arownd the rim as:-
THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE.

So someone using the Canal, probably
in the 1830s, wore this medallion around
his or her neck and, as chance would
have i, lost it. I've ne idea il medallions
of this kind were common so if any reader
knows more about them 1'd be pleased to
learn more, + NB

COPY DEADLINE | |

FOR THE NEXT B 14TH JANUARY, 2003 |
ISSUE 152 fF | m |

INSURANCE

Why mot find out whal the only company fo specialise in Insurance for the Inland Waterways

for the last 23 years can offer you.
Cur range of policies mcludes:

& Wide lagal protection cover.
» Fitting out risks.

Discounts for members of the IWA and NABO

to the experts

s Perscnal effects cover al normal premium rale.
# Cover with a Major British Insurance Company.
# NO excess on third party claims.

& Semi-protected Mo Claims Discount.

# UP TO som Mo Claims Discount,

® Residential and Commercial use.

® Mo surveys on older craft if BSC lo pars 1 € 2 are in force.

If you want to choose the cever yau need for your boat then call us and talk

Michael Stimpson & Associates (Farl of the Mardon Insurance Croup)
PO Box ns. Rickmansworth. Heris. Wiz Wa
Tel ergzy yrouss Fax w9a3 7amsy 24 hour arswenphone cigay T7eas

(OEN g

&

e, ::11':}

:a?"‘w o H“"f

b

e
‘Gévgnu,':rb

email stimpsonm®@aol.com website www.insurance-marine.co.uk
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At the heart of England's waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Working tagﬂtﬁer, in the
_present, to revive the past,
and secure a better future, =

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH

Telephone: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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——4¢ CONTACTS ¢9p—

praile Visit our Website ...
Stoneham House, Maund Co L
BODENHAM, Herefa%lim.rgr&lfgjﬁ WA h'ﬂ'ﬁﬂnal .org. uk
want to help? ...

Tel: (01568) 797 032
Liz Connors The Canal Trust is always in need of new

dick@skeatr.fanet.co.uk
18, 5t Ethelbert Close,
SUTTON ST, NICHOLAS
Hereford, HR1 3BF

volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to

Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155
email: Liz@Harbingerd. freegenve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice®, BURLEY GATE,
Hereford. HR1 3Q5

help with & shovel or pen.
4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UR SusescripTiION RATES

Tel: (D1432) 820 420 AnnusL MEMBERSHP
Fax: (01432) 820 877 Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £10
email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk Senior Citizen 5 Joint Senior Ciizen €7

Brian Fox Carporate £20
1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 90U LiFE MEMBERSHIP

Py Individual £150  JointFamily £200
Tel: (01432}
el: (01432) 358 628 Senior Citizen T80 Joint Senior Cilizen £110
Janet Moult Corporate 2400

18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF

Tel: (01432) 264 366
Janet. Moult@ukgateway.net

Nigel Jefferies

Tel: (D1432) 850 661

PLEASE NOTE: A\ subszcriptions and donations ane treated as being
made under the Gift fid scheme unless you slate fhat you do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greathy assists
us and payment remains under your control. All payments io:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

thank you.
Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01432} 533 834 ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger
email: nigel. bailey@blueyonder.co.uk  Show the support of your business by advertising in The

Wharfinger. Rales start at €12, there b5 2 serlas discount and
Maggle Jones we will gladly design your advertisemant free of charge.

Tel: (01452) 618 010 Heather Werth, Tal, 01430 270 552, has the detalls,

maggiehome@brintemer.com

wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 415 838

Unless spacitizally staled amy opinions sxpressad in this nesshetter are
Ihoge al "'I_l‘,L aulhar and do nal necessarily reliect the lormal pokoy of e
Heredardshire and Glopcesiershing Canal Trugl. The Trus! acoepls no lability

wilEjones2000@biinternet.com far ary matter printed in this newsletier nor ary advertising thal may e
- included. Aeproduction ol exiracts from (e newsleller is welzomed pronided
Pgnn_}r Ehe‘u]ffe that full acknoadedgement is given.
ML ORpER SALES, Lintle Lugs, Mambarship racords are computerised. Your anéry i Bvalsbla for inapeciian
Cross Kevs, HEREFORD, HR1 NP ffyousnd a SAS m the Manborsiip Seonary:
Lel: (01432) 820 623 Whits] e Loy 40 engure dates are corres! plzase verily hem wilk @ relevent Qrganises,
penny@shetliffe freeserve.co.uk £2002 Published by the Herelordshire nd Glousestershire Canal Trust

H & G Canal (Sal s the T The Harafordshire and Gloucestarshire Canal Trust i & non-profit
owmed Tz:dﬂ':g E:ﬂp:ﬁy I[smn_'g-,-;unszlfg?hgw distributing Company limied by guaranies [Mo. 2704407). and is
regestanad &5 a charity [Mo. 10107E1].

Registered Office: — 3 Norolk Gourt, Norlolk Aoad, Rickmansworih, WO3 1LT

Printead by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street,
Heredord, HR4 BHN (01432) 272 025




whatfinger

The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,000 from all over the country -
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A steering Committee of Local

to some 3 miles.
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Authorities, Environment Agency, -
etc. has been formed by the Trust to -
assist in progressing this objective. 5
We have a major restoration site in i =:
each county, which together extend 33 g ‘
i
o’
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