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=4 WHO DOES WHAT? @@=

WORKING TOGETHER, IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE®

Vice Presidents: R. E. Barnes TD., Duff
Hart-Davis, Diana Organ MP, David Prout
Chairman: Dick Skeet
Council of Management:
Committee: Tony Austin-Bailey,
Nigel Bailey, Liz Connors, Brian Fox,
Nigel Jefferies, Caroline Jones, Janet Moult,
Cliff Penny, David Penny, Heather Worth

Finance:
Treasurer/Chairman Liz Connors
Committee: Brian Fox, David Penny,
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey, Janet Moult

Over Special Projects Group

Project Director: David Penny

Secretary/CDM Planning Supervisor
Nigel Bailey

Executive: Nigel Bailey, Maggie Jones,
Wilf Jones, David Penny

Committee: Nigel Bailey, Ted Beagles,
Mike Bowden, Adrian Fry, Roy Jamieson,
Maggie Jones, Wilf Jones, David Penny

Funding: Nigel Bailey, Roy Jamieson,
Maggie Jones, Wilf Jones, David Penny

Honorary Posts:
Archaeologist: Ron Shoesmith
Town & Country Planning: Penny Environmental & Planning

& |™E\JHARF
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EERE 5: HOUSE

The Wharf House, Over, Gloucester, GL2 8DB:
Restaurant, Tea Rooms, Superior B&B,
Visitor Centre overlooking Over Waterside
—donating all profits to canal restoration.

Directors: Caroline Jones, Wilf Jones,

Liz Connors, Nigel Bailey, David Penny
Treasurer/C. Secretary: Liz Connors
Committee:Wilf Jones, Nigel Bailey, Paul/

Brown, Caroline Jones, David Penny,

Mark Davis (0S), Adrian Fry, Maggie

Jones, Ray famieson
Events: Liz Bailey, Maggie Beagles,

Dot Hicks, Roy Jamieson

Oxenhall Restoration:
Wrinklies Coordinator: Brian Fox
Health & Safety Officer: Tony Austin-Bailey

Liaison:
Local Authority/Planning
Penny Environmental & Planning
Landowner: Brian Fox

Publicity: Brian Fox

Over/Web Master: Nigel Bailey
Web Team: Mike Hunt, Keith Kitson

Member Services:
Secretary: Nigel Jefferies
Gift Aid: Liz Connors
Social Events: Janet Moult

Support to Council of Management:
Minutes: Tony Austin-Bailey
Admin. Dick Skeet, Heather Worth
IWA nominated member: Caroline jones

The Wharfinger:
Editor: Cliff Penny
Design/Production: JMaggie jones
Advertising: Heather Worth
Postmasters: Janet Moult, D and M Gray,
S McManus

Talks and Walks:
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey

These in italics are not Directors.

THE TRADING COMPANY
H® G (anal Sales

DONATING ALL PROFITS TO THE CANAL TRUST

Chairman/Manning: Janet Moult

Treasurer/C of M Rep/Co. Secretary:
Liz Connors

Mail order sales/Sales goods:
Penny Shetliffe

Crafts Fairs: Par Skeet

Committee: Tom Bennett, Simon Dyer,
Ray & Barbara Moses, Derek Weaver

Boats Group Roy Jamieson,Barbara
Moses, Pat Skeet.
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Putting the ‘Can’ into Canal!

Aylestone Park Canal Project

Trading Company Diary — part 1

2003 Model Boat Festival 27
Tales from the Tool Store — Quick Strim and Brushcut, Sir? 28
Not Quite the Last Page —Alney Island Walk and BBOQ. 31
Contact names inside back cover

Frowr Cover: Reclaiming the Canal at Aylestone Park - Keith Kitson

MAXIMUM
CHOICE
BOAT HIRE!

HOOSE between 3 styles of
rrowboat to hire - comfortable
cruisers, smart semi-traditional or
interesting traditional style boats,
some wiI:l% boatman's cgbins and traditional ON-LINE SHOP for books,
controls. Sizes range from 2-12 berths. maps, guides, models, gifts etc.
www.canalcargo.co.uk

Our location is central for the
Llangollen Canal, Cheshire Ring, @

4 Counties Ring, Chester Branch
and Caldon Canal. ‘n“mcn NARR
No PreviOus_ experience required. ﬂ Canal Terrace

Group bookings and pets welcome. Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9BD

b@d’iﬂ breaks Tel: Middlewich (01606) 832460
;‘;‘:: i?;; each (6 berth ) Website: www.middlewichboats.co.uk

lwa
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\IDWINTER TRANSPORT

EsTABLISHED 19 YEARS

'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'E
-'

With full range of vehicles including

B flat curtain sided and refrigerated B
B from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle B B Nationwide B

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk
email: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk

.:FI.I.l.I-l'l.I.l.lllll.l.l...l.l.l-l.l.l.l.l...........

The Wharfinger 2 Edition 78

e e et et a ey ety

o R R R R nnE R R R R R R R R R R R R E R R R R R R R ERERE




=€ ¢ " CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @@=

t the end of May the Canal Trust organised a

"Tour of the Canal Day" as part of our celebrations
of the founding the former Hereford and Gloucester
Canal Society and the 10th anniversary of the
founding of the H&G Canal Trust in 1992.

It seemed most fitting to celebrate in this way
because an event like this includes so many of the
Canal Trust's activities of the past, the present and the
future as in our motto "Working tegether in the
present, to revive the past, and secure a better future".

The tour began in Hereford, visiting the two
attractive new bridges built over the yet to be built
diversion of the canal at the top of Edgar Street. This
certainly represents the Trust working fogether with commercial
developers to provide for the future. Moving to the outskirts of
the City our latest restoration site at Aylestone Park was
inspected. Here the Trust is working in partnership with the
Herefordshire Council and Aylestone Park Association.

Back in the minibuses, the tour moved on to Monkhide, the site
of much of the early work of the Canal Society. Here the first
attempts at restoration were seen and Stephen Ballard's
magnificent Skew Bridge admired. Plenty of the past around here!

The lunch venue was at Dymock Village Hall and another
wonderful example of people working together as some 85
excellent hot lunches were served by Trust Volunteers.

Next stop was Oxenhall to see how work on Eouse Lock was
progressing. Here the past is being revived before our very eyes,
the lock’s better future already secured.

The tour ended at Over where the restored basin and ™* WHARF
Housk together spectacularly combine past, present and future.

The day brought all the activities of the Trust and its Trading
Companies together. What better way could there be of
celebrating the achievements?

These things don't just happen, of course. Our thanks are due
to Mike and Joyce Potts for organising the tour itself and to Liz
Connors and Liz Bailey for organising the refreshments. Then
there were the drivers, the catering assistants and the washer-
uppers. Thanks to you all.

"It's all very highly organised, isn't it 2" someone said to me at
lunchtime. And so it was. I would like to think that is one of the
hallmarks of the Trust. It will be essential to meet the challenges of the

.. RAOR
. el "ﬁ'* future. ® Dick Skeet, Chairman

[Mewnber Mike Davis alse reports on the tour on page 12]
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Heritage Lottery
Fund Grant!

ﬂ_ s we go to press, I am pleased to
nnounce that the Canal Trust has

been awarded its largest grant ever.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has
awarded the Trust £50,000 to be spent on
the first phase of the fitting out of
™ WHARF HOUSE at Over.

This will enable the work on
™= \WHARF HOUSE to proceed much more
quickly than would otherwise be the
case. We hope that, subject to other
grant aid bids, this will ensure we are
able to be "open for business" by Easter
2005. However, there is a great deal to be
done!

STOP PRESS! « STOP PRESS! * STOP PRESS! + STOP PRESS! * STOP PRESS

As well as the obvious financial benefit
that will be obtained, there are more
subtle gains here too. This represents a
significant vote of confidence, by an
important public body, in the H&G Canal
Trust in general, and in our work at Over
in particular. This is something we can
not only build with but also build on.

Lottery funding of this magnitude is
not obtained easily, competition for funds
is fierce and the application process
extremely complex. It is a huge tribute to
the Over Team who have worked
incredibly hard to achieve this award. Our
congratulations and thanks to them! @ ps

right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

For further details please
contact Simon Hayward -

Tel: 01452 700384
Fax: 01452 700740

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. cucccr

gy s\ oA

SHEETMETAL WORKS
ASHLEWORTH
GLOUCESTER

GL19 4JJ

The Wharfinger

Edition 78



ver the years we have frequently

been asked “why don't you apply for
Lottery money, Landfill Tax grants” etc. Our
reply has always been that when we
considered there was an appropriate
project we would! It is not just a
question of filling in all the forms and
waiting for a favourable outcome. Far
better to be patient and await a project
that we considered fulfilled all of the
grant objectives and then to make a
strong and well-reasoned bid.

Regular readers might well have
considered the Over site to perhaps be
that ‘appropriate project’ — especially
™ WHARF HOUSE? Well, so did our
Over Team and your Council of
Management. Some 18 months ago the
decision was made and all of the form
filling commenced - largely falling on
the shoulders of Nigel Bailey, ably
supported by David Penny and the rest of
the Over Team. Slowly but steadily the
various approvals were reached, and
passed, each requiring additional
information to be provided to be assessed
at the following stage. As is reported
elsewhere in this edition the final
outcome has been a huge success with
both bids - well done and congratulations io
all concerned.

A small number of people, outside the
Canal Trust’s Council of Management,
have been aware (on a ‘need to know’
basis) of the sure but steady progress of
our bids but have suppressed the
understandable desire to tell everyone as

=4¢ EDITORIAL OP=

SECRETS OF SUCCESS

by Cliff Penny

cach stage was approved. We have seen
interim reports of other bids nationally
that have raised readers hopes only for
them to be dashed at the final stage.
Only now that we have the letters of approval
is the time to celebrate!

So next time you wonder what is going
on please don't assume that someone,
somewhere, is not actively pursuing the
next bid on behalf of the H&G Canal
Trust - they are!

OWNERSHIP TRANSFER

Although the public relations
ceremony to transfer the shell of ™
WHARF HOUSE and the ‘Canal Land" at
Over took place last November it was
early May before the necessary legal title
to the freehold of the land and property
was concluded. Our thanks to Le
Brasseurs, Solicitors of Newport, South
Wales for undertaking the final stage
legal services for us without charge.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 17th June is the date for your
diary, 7.30pm the time and The Verzons
is the venue — full details are on the centre
pages. Please come and support your
Canal Trust; you will be made most
welcome. Thank you.

@ (RP
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Buying a Boat..?
Booking a Holiday..”?
Own a Boat..?

Whether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
ey X

diesel  gas » pumpouts ¢ moorings * LT
brokerage services ﬁ.
boats for sale » repair &8
breakdown and refit work

* boat painting ¢

signwriting ¢

RYA Helmsman

Training.

WWW. alvechurch com
Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcs B48 75Q
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PROGRESS AT OXENHALL

econstruction of the non-towpath

wall is proceeding in leaps and
bounds now that we have some decent
weather and a regular turn out of at
least 6 every Tuesday. Dave Jones is
now on light duties having been
diagnosed with high blood pressure but
he can still manage to operate the tractor
when necessary. Geoff and Richard have
both recently joined and have quickly
been taught skills in stone dressing and
laying as well as taking a turn at mortar
and concrete mixing. The remainder of
the stone from the old bridge in Hereford
has now been cut at the saw mill and is
stacked and ready next to the lock. It
makes such a difference working with
stone that only needs a final shaping
with a disc cutter and a record number of
24 stones was laid one day so that it is
now possible to give an estimate of when
the lock will be finished - the end of the
year. It is not planned that gates will be
erected just yet as no boats are

Unusual view of the rear of Lock Cottage,

The Wharfinger

Oxenhall with the church in the background.

STORATION

Update!

anticipated for a few years but the lower
pound will be excavated and dammed so
that water can be held in the lock at the
bottom level.

There has even been sufficient
manpower to tidy old and fallen trees
along the canal bank above the lock and
plant about 50 trees and shrubs to fill in
the gaps created. Grass has been given
the first cut of the year and potholes
filled along the track to the cottage. And
we mustn’t forget David and Elizabeth
who have been beavering away on the
painting of the bailey bridge which is
now just about finished - even the bits
underneath which are not normally
visible. Fortunately it is not another
Forth bridge and it won't be necessary to
start it again immediately so we now
have to find something else for them to
do. I believe there is a similar bridge at
Over which is looking a bit tatty but I
daren't mention that! % BF

[Too late — we've already half painted it and

will probably have finished it by the time this
is published — DRP)

Edition 78
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE [§AFY,
QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974  |CWARMANEE

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell — we can advise on design or build i

to your specification — our quotes will please you. &T:‘;ﬁ!"u
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered. ERORRAT

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.
CAMAL COLLECTION

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOP, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MALIL: sales(@severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
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PROGRESS AT OVER

uring the Spring we have

completed the felling of unsafe
trees in the woodland at the rear of the
site. Those we could fell with our own
resources we did. Those, which were
too large for amateurs to tackle, were
felled by a qualified tree surgeon. One
very large tree especially posed a threat
to the new houses: if it had fallen in a
gale it would certainly have caused
property damaged.

With the problem trees felled we had
some spaces needing replanting. The
wood is predominantly Ash, Sycamore,
Quickthorn and Elders and we
were keen to increase the range of
native species growing there. For
this we turned to a new source of
saplings for us: the Cheltenham
Tree Group. Since 1987 this group

Photo; Tod Bragies

" ¥ The car park being put to good use
during the April Open Day.

between the parking bays and the rest of
the site and to the woodland we added a
few Yew and Holly as well.

It probably won't surprise you
to see me writing again about
the car park - it's because we are
very proud of what we have

; ; created. After many months of
of tree cnthusiasts hag been Wh;;;};;am pushing concrete railway
growing young saplings of native Buckthorn sleepers around in treacle and
trees on a number of small walnut seeming to get nowhere, the
nurseries in and around Wayfarer project has finally come together
Cheltenham. Once they are more Spindle over the last few months. There
t‘[lan a metre high the trees are Wild Pear are surfaced spaces now for 35
given to local schools,‘commumt}' wild Cherry cars and only the last few yards
projects and conservation groups. Lime at the top of the site need

Now comes the interesting bit.  Alder-Buckthorn ~completing. The drainage seems
The Group do not charge for their Field Maple  to work very well and we have
trees but they ask for a donation. Alder again added to the number of
The funds they raise in this way Rowan trees planted in and around the

are given to SOS Sahel which
funds villagers in sub-Saharan Africa,
enabling them to plant and manage
shelter belts which both hold back the
encroaching desert and provide, when
properly managed, a sustainable source
of food and fuel.

This year we have planted about 60
native trees obtained from this source.
The panel shows just how diverse this
planting has been. Many hundreds of
trees and shrubs have also been bought
elsewhere and planted around and

bays. The planting of the mature
trees last year has paid off because the
site looks remarkably mature now that
they are coming into leaf.

A recent boost to our funds has
come from The Gloucestershire
Community Foundation who have
awarded us £250 towards the cost of a
strimmer. We have used it to obtain two
brand new strimmers, one conventional
one and the other on wheels, which will
make site maintenance a much more
efficient and pleasant task this summer.

The Wharfinger
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" ¥ Trip boat, Mister Maysey, was very busy
during the Open Day giving our visitors
trips around the basin.

The last weekend in April saw an
unusual number of visitors to site. The
IWA’s South West Region were holding
their weekend AGM and on the Saturday
Caroline Jones (the IWA’'s official
Nominee on our Council of
Management) hosted a visit from about
30 IWA Branch and Region represen-
tatives - which included a conducted
tour of ™ WHARF HOUSE. Sunday was
not only the first Open Day of the year
but also heralded the arrival of the 5
minibuses carrying the 70 plus group on
completion of the day-long tour of the
H&G Canal.

Careful logistical arrangements
ensured that, split into 5 groups, they all
had a brief tour of the site, a guided tour
of ™ WHARF HOUSE, a trip on Mister
Maysey and a cup of tea + home-made
cake. Dozens of people helped with
arrangements for the day but the H&G
Special Service Award should really go to
John Wood and Robin Pollock who got
up early enough (on a Sunday) to collect
six of the tour party at 7.30 AM from
Over and ferry them over to Hereford to
start their tour. « NB

Poto: Maggie Jones

OVER (Gloucester)
Wednesdays — Ted Beagles (01452 522648)

Saturdays (@nd some Sundays)
— Maggie Jones (01452 618010)

™ Wharr House — Wif Jones (01452 413888)
Duke of Edinburgh volunteers

- Nigel Bailey (01452 533835)
OXENHALL (Newent)

Tuesdays - Brian Fox (01432 358628)
AYLESTONE (Hereford)

Saturdays - Brian Fox (01432 358628}

RICHARDSON
School of Motoring

contact
Dave Hall
A.D.l. RoSPA D.LA. L.A.M.

Phone 01432 270552
or 07761 177529

The Wharfinger
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GLEOprojects

Award winning maps & atlases

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

Britain’s Waterways
Cruising rings & other things
Brian Roberts

An illustrated guide to selectin
a hohdaﬁ. uw k:;lland Wa}!er-g
:r:y;::l rm and omd:f:;um
Shows hi hotel boats
and ducrbu visitor m:rﬂctlons

iy &
uhntm
é E“

cruising maps ..

* Basingstoks Canal £4,00
L] Bumiagham Canal Navigations 475
® The Broads £4.75
® (Caledonian Canal and the Great Glen £4.75
. Gumw and Ashby Canals £475
and Fazeley Canal
* Forth & clyue and Union Canals £475
® Grand Union Canal
Map 1 Birmingham to Fenry Stratford 2475
Map 2 Branston to €475
Mszp 3 Fenny Stratford o the Thames 2475
Map 4 mwarwm Soar Navigation £4.75
® Huddersfield Broad and Narrow Canals £4.00
® |nland Waterways of Britain (G8 route planneri  £5.75
* Kennet and Avon Canal £4.75
® |ee and Stort Navigations £4.00
® | aads and Liverpool Canal €475
* Liangoilen and Montgomery Canais €475
® Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals £4.00

® Oxford Canal £475

® Shropshire Union Canal 2475
* South Pennine Ring €475
* Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal with the  £4.75
River Sevemn and Gloucester & Sharpness Canal
® Siratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River fwon  £4.75
® Thames, the river and the path 2475
* Thames and London Rings Atlas £11.75
* Trent and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Preston Brook fo Fradley Jurction £4.75
Mzp 2 Great Haywood Junchion 1 Cromwel Lock £4.75
® Worcester and Birmingham Canal £4.00

with the Drotwich Canals

Available from shops and waterside outlets or direct from:
GEOprojects (UK) Lid

8 Southern Court * South Strect
Reading * RG1 4Q5.
Telephone: 0118 939 3567

Fax: 0118 959 7356

Likely outings for the Sales team 2003

June 7-8  Gloucester Model
Boat Show

Jun7 Hartpury College Open Day

June 21-22 Hereford Society Model
Engineers Broomy Hill

Jul 6-7 Saul Boat Gathering

Jul 12 Evesham Water Festival

Jul19 All Saints Hereford display
and Book Sale

Jul19-20  Marcle Steam Fair

Aug 16 Tibberton Flower Show

Aug 22-25 National Waterways
Festival near Reading

Sep 28 Oxenhall Open Day

Nov 15 Ledbury Craft Fair

Any offers of help gratefully received —
expressions of interest not firm
commitment accepted! Members who
have not volunteered before and live
close to these locations will be especially
very welcome. But wherever you live,
why not join us for a day out — free entry
to the event and good company in
exchange for your assistance.

Please contact Janet Moult (see inside
back cover).

E-mail: sales®groprojeas.demon.couk
Call for details of credit card payment. - ]M
The Wharfinger 11 Edition 78




ember Mike Davis acts as official

eporter on the highly successful
Canal tour in April. As well as the four
mini-buses hired for the H&G our
friends from the Wilts & Berks Canal
also hired one - making over 80 taking
the official tour of the H&G Canal.
Thanks to the hard work of all
concerned, after the deduction of
expenses over £700 was added to Canal
Trust funds.

The anticipated day arrived. I had been
looking forward to being able to compare
progress since my last trip, when we
went on Major Barnes’ narrowboat on
the restored Monkhide section of the
canal. We knew Mike and Joyce would
have planned the trip down to the last
detail, except of course for the weather!
As we set out from home at 7.00am the
sky was black with heavy continuous
rain. We needn’t have worried, as we
arrived at the first stop in Staniers Way
off Roman Road, Hereford, the sky
cleared and the comparison was amazing.

On previous tours we had made this
stop and an arm had been vaguely waved
in the direction of some dense
undergrowth with the advice that “the
route of the canal’s over there”. But this time
there was the canal! An amazing amount

of clearance had been completed and the
canal and towpath could be seen for as
far as the eye could see in both
directions. Future developments here
seem very exciting and, together with
the two new bridges at the Hereford
Retail Park (the former School of
Farriery site), will provide a real
“Hereford” focus for the restoration.

Our convoy of four minibuses
proceeded cautiously around the lanes
following the course of the canal,
fortunately encountering few vehicles.
Our knowledgeable driver, Tom, was able
to point out features such as depressions
or embankments related to the canal as
we proceeded, which added much
interest.

The next stop, skew bridge at
Monkhide, was an opportunity to stretch
our legs and admire the fantastic
brickwork on this tribute to Victorian
engineering. Slightly ahead of schedule
we made an unplanned short stop in
Ledbury to sample the delights of
Ledbury’s first “English Festival” with
vintage vehicles, stalls etc along the main
street. We then resumed the route
arriving at Dymock village hall for
sustenance at 1.00pm. Liz and her
colleagues had excelled themselves

The Wharfinger
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Above: Over volunteer, ‘Arty’,
draws charactures for our visitors,

Left: Some of the tour at Over at the
slipway watching the model boats.

Photos: Jerry Kavenagh

producing such a choice and quality of
food that it was hard to decide! They all
deserve a big thank you.

A brief look at Dymock church then
back on route. As we turned into
Coldharbour Lane with the hedges
brushing against the bus Tom explains,
“this is why we've got four mini — buses and
#ot one big coach!” We admire progress on
Oxenhall Lock, the by weir is quite
special and go on to look at the aqueduct
over the Ell Brook which is now in very
poor condition. Then on route to Over (o
over)to join the Open Day.

We commenced with a trip on Mr
Maysey followed by cake and tea. The
coffee cake was delicious! We then joined
a tour of the site to hear some of the
story of how the targets have been
achieved.

Finally a visit to ™ WHARF HOUSE.
This is a real achievement for the Canal
Trust and David Penny was able to
explain how it would work and provide a
real focus for Canal Trust activities — we
perhaps need another one in Hereford!
Everyone had really enjoyed the day.
Our thanks to Mike and Joyce, the
drivers and all those involved in catering
and at the Over Open Day. w MD

Photos: Koith Kitson
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==4@¢ SoCIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons
by Janet Moult

EVERYONE IS WELCOME to our monthly meetings held
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for 8pm start.

JunE 17TH
Annual General Meeting — Please note 7.30 Start

&

The Canal du Midi - pon Gaunt

We travel to warmer climes with a journey on the Canal du Midi from Somail
to Sete and include a visit to the famous 3 way lock at Adge.

@

Natter and Noggin

No speaker this evening but a chance to chat and get to know
other members and share our interest in canals.

¥

Lydney Docks — Neil Parkhouse

Author of a recent book on Lydney Docks, Neil will tell us of
the exciting plans for the restoration of another canal
in Gloucestershire and the associated docks

@

Meetings are held at The Verzons Inn,
Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the A438
Hereford to Ledbury road, half a mile on the
Ledbury side of Trumpet crossroads (junction of
the A438 with the A417).

JurLy 15TH

AuvcusT 19TH

SepT 16TH

PARKING AT THE VERZONS
Please park in the overflow car park - inside the
entrance on the right - for all meetings.

Why not join the 50-60 strong attendance
at our highly successful socials for an
enjoyable evening!

The Wharfinger 14 Edition 78



€@ AnnuaL GENERAL MEETING Q@

of the
HEREFORDSHIRE AND GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST

WORKING TOGETHER IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE®

to be held on TUESDAY, 17™ JUNE, 2003
at the VERZONS COUNTRY INN,
TRUMPET, NEAR LEDBURY, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS
FOR YEAR ENDING 28™ FEBRUARY 2003

S

AGENDA

Welcome and formal opening of the meeting
Chairman’s Report
Group Reports

To receive and approve the report of Council, the Income and
Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet of the Trust (and associated
Company) for the year ended 28th February 2003, Report of the
Honorary Auditor theron, and the Report of the Honarary Treasurer

B e ke

To Appoint the Auditors of the Trust (and associated Company)

To Re-appoint those Council Members retiring by rotation who offer
themselves for re-election:—

Nigel Bailey; Dick Skeet; Heather Worth
7. Close of Formal Business
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=4¢ ANNUAL REPORT @@=

FOR YEAR ENDED 81tH FEBRUARY, 2003

This is the eleventh Annual Report of
the Herefordshire and Gloucester-
shire Canal Trust Limited [a non-profit
distributing company [formed in April
1992, No0.2704407], which is a Registered
Charity [1010721] and of the wholly
owned Trading Company - Hereford-
shire and Gloucestershire Canal
(Sales) Ltd. [2710215]]. They replaced
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society which was launched in 1983.

The Canal Trust is indebted to its
Council of Management, and to the Trading
Company Board; during the period under
review [year ended 28th February 2003]
those listed below have been members:-

CouUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
OF THE CANAL TRUST

(12 monTHs T0 28-2-03)

Nigel Bailey; Tony Austin-Bailey; Liz
Connors; Brian Fox; Nigel Jefferies;
Caroline Jones (IWA Nominee); Brian
Moult (d); Cliff Penny; David Penny;
Dick Skeet; Heather Worth

TRADING COMPANY
H&GC (SALES) Ltp

(12 monTHS TO 28-2-03)

Tom Bennet; Liz Connors; Simon Dyer;
Ray Moses; Barbara Moses; Brian Moult
(d); Janet Moult; Joyce Potts (r); Penny
Shetliffe; Pat Skeet; Derek Weaver

(d) Deceased during the year
(r) Resigned during the year
Italics indicates not a Director.

It is all too easy for a committee to be so
concerned with the necessary and often
urgent business of the day, that long term
strategic thinking and planning is
relegated to the bottom of the agenda or

is lost sight of altogether. To avoid this,
during 2002-3 Council of Management
has focussed its meetings alternatively
between routine business and long term
strategy to ensure that this does not
happen. Council of Management
developed its first draft of a High Level
Restoration Strategy which was circulated
for consultation with a number of
external bodies including the Waterways
Trust, the Inland Waterways Association
the Inland Waterways Amenity Advisory
Council and British Waterways. The draft
was generally well received and a number
of helpful comments received. After
further drafting, the final version of the
strategy will be published in 2003.

On the ground, progress at our major
restoration sites at Oxenhall and Over
have continued steadily, with regular
monthly Open Days at the latter from
March to October. The painstaking task of
rebuilding the stone lock at Oxenhall has
accelerated this year - one side is now
complete and the other nearly so.

Work at our first restoration site in
Hereford City has begun, restoring a
section of the Canal at Aylestone Park.
This is a project where the Canal Trust is
working jointly with the Herefordshire
Council, the canal restoration being part
of a major recreation project on the
northern edge of the city.

In November 2002 the formal transfer
of the shell of " WHARF HOUSE from Swan
Hill Homes to the Canal Trust took place
at Over, perhaps one of the most
significant developments in the Trust's
history. This major asset, clearly visible
from the A40 trunk road at Over, now has
to be fitted out by the Trust to provide for
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a visitor centre, shop, tea rooms/
restaurant and seven luxury letting
bedrooms which will provide a major
income stream for the Trust for years to
come. To manage the affairs of ™ WHARF
Houseg, a new trading company “The
Wharf House Company Ltd." has been
formed. This offers tax and other
advantages and provides a better focus for
developing and managing this very
significant asset.

The Canal Trust has spent much effort
in this period in planning and negoti-
ations for the acquisition of land, in
particular in the area between Newent
and Oxenhall. As at 28th February 2003
these negotiations were incomplete but
we anticipate significant progress will be
announced in the future.

In both financial and promotional
terms, the Canal Trust's first trading
company H & G Canal Sales has had
another remarkably successful year with
new venues being added to the
promotional itinerary and new product
lines for sale. Sadly, though, we must

K

report the death in November of its
Chairman, Brian Moult. Tributes to Brian
have been made elsewhere, but it is right
that the passing of such a hard-working
member of the Trust and of its Council of
Management is recorded here, He is, and
will continue to be, greatly missed.

During the year covered by this Report
the Trust's membership exceeded one
thousand for the first time. This is a great
achievement and is perhaps the most
tangible evidence for the widespread and
increasing public support for restoration
of the canal.

The amount of volunteer effort which is
being put into the Trust continues to
increase year on year. Every single day -
and frequently half the night(!), there are
people somewhere working to further the
cause of the Trust and its Trading
Companies. The Council of Management
does not take the work of its volunteers
for granted and expresses its great debt of
gratitude to all those who give so freely of
their expertise, effort, time and money.

@ Dick Skeet , Chairman, May, 2003

Apart from the formal business there will be a lively mix of overhead projections
and commentary on the successes of the year. Light refreshments will be
available. Members and friends will be made very welcome.

—<®

Summary (abridged) Accounts will be included
as a loose insert (for Members) or Members may
obtain a full set by sending a large SAE to the
Treasurer; they will also be available at the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to vote at an AGM
may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her stead. A proxy
must be someone entitled to vote at the meeting.
Proxy forms are available from Liz Connors. The
forms must be completed, signed and returned to
her so that they are received at least 48 hours
prior to the commencement of the AGM.

We aim to allow people ample time for general
questions after the close of formal business. Prior
notice of questions should ensure a comprehensive
response and would be greatly appreciated.

Note regarding Agenda item No.6; one third of
the Members of the Managing Council are required
to stand down each year. All those standing down
(listed at 6. on p.15) are offering themselves for re-
election unless otherwise stated. New volunieers to
serve on the Council of Management are welcome;
as reported on p.13 of the last edition of The
Wharfinger formal Nominations (on forms
obtainable from the Treasurer) have to be received
between 20th May and 10th June. The maximum
size of the CofM is 18 and, unless new nominations
bring the total in excess of this number, the above
stated Members will be returned un-opposed. The
CofM is also empowered to Co-opt Members during
the year (subject to the maximum size not being
exceeded).
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Please print thank you.
Name

Address

Post Code Tel.

Details please of any skills which might assist us in our work?

GIFT AID: as a Registered Charity we can increase our income from subscriptions, and any donations,
1 by almost one third provided you pay tax. If you DON'T pay tax or DON'T want us to do this tick this box.

E FOR SUBSCRIPTION RATES PLEASE SEE INSIDE BACK COVER. Membership £

1 Please help us to keep our Subscription Rate low and to
accelerate our restoration process by making a donation £ Total Payment £
-BJQNKERS ORDER (Do not detach)
To

(Name and address of your bank)

Please pay to account No. 11600694, sorting code No. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust at the Royal Bank of Scotland, 21 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AP.

The sumof £ = on this day and thereafter, Annually (on the anniversary) until further notice.
*Please insert above the amount of your subscription and any voluntary donation, thank you.

My A/C No. | Signed Date

(Your name and address to be given above)
This Cancels any previous Bankers Order in favour of the Trust,

Credit Card Mandate:

!
)
]
1
1
1
]
)
i
I
I
I
L)
L)
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(]
I
1
]
)
]
]
(]
)
)
)
]
]
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!
E If you would prefer to pay annually by credit card please tick this box: |:|
[}

1

1

HOLIDAY DRAW
YOU could wir 2 :?Al:g:w BOAT HOLIDAY

superb holiday whilst for 3=5 ONE WEEK APRIL-MAY 2004 (extutag bisk hodays.
supporting us! Donated by Starline Narrowboats

[
- iday for 4
dditional Tickets 20 One Week Self-catering Hol
a‘:aﬂ:;r}?omi Janet PAIZE | g pasgaiow i giet West Heefudshire vilage seat Weoh Brder, D= by Mrs A Wasd

Moult, at the AGM; Two Nights D B&B for 2 in llouf;l’hll‘:: ".:.'f.':g :l:;:'
or at the monthly Valid until October 2003. Donated by The
. ings: Beale Park, Pangbourne on 25/08/2003
Social Evenings; or Prizes 1o be drawn 3t National Waterways Festival, at
see contacts page. Promoter; Mrs E. Cosnors, 18 8L Eihelbart Chase, Suiion S1. Nicbolas, Hereford, HR1 Friends ,:;w

Prnted by Peni Pass 01432 T72005
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@ OVER OPEN DAYS @@=

Now the new season of Open Days is underway, come and
QVEH join us on one or more of our increasingly popular events
BASI N | during 2003. The Sales Stand, Display and Refreshments
are present at each Open Day and you can see the latest
'H‘n' progress on site. At 12.30 pm each Open Day there is a

\ conducted tour of ™ Wrarr House. Alternatively, you can
\—Td watch the escapades of the Gloucester Model Boat Club or
take a free ride on our trip boat and see the increasing range

of wildlife, such as the resident pair of kingfishers, and
other wildlife that is increasingly making our site their own.

‘ ﬂdcﬂl‘

revieed
T,
dave for Ve

SaTurRDAY 21ST JUNE / Open Days are the last Sunday

Alney Island Walk and BBQ of each month, from 10am - 5pm
YS*F'-e page 7 for details on the following dates:

Sunbpay 25T1H May

R = SunDAY 29TH JUNE
SunpAaY 277TH JuLy

Sunpbay 24T1H AuGusT

SaTurpay 13TH SEPTEMEBER

Restoration Fund BB Q SuNDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
[(by invitation anly — annual gathering of contributors to OcTto
the Restoration Fund to hear what their contributions SUnDLr ST .
have funded over the previous 12 months.] ~\

|/
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nother momentous day was reached

in ™ WHarr House when on 22nd
May the screed was at last laid on the
ground floor. Prior to this we had
installed the plastic radon barrier and
set out the line of the walls in
engineering brick. A 17 layer of
insulation was installed under the
50mm layer of fibre reinforced screed as
part of our ongoing objective to achieve
the highest insulation standards
possible within the building and so
reduce its long term running costs.

The following Wednesday we
commenced a 6 day period of work up to
the bank holiday. With the screed down
and the consent to start work from the
Lottery Heritage Fund we could at last

Restaurant, Tea Rooms, Superior B&B,
Visitor Centre overlooking Over Waterside
— donating all profits to canal restoration.

start some major work. By 26th May
more than half the walls on the ground
floor were complete - with the rest very
close to completion. Photographs of the
completed walls and ground floor layout
plan will be in a future edition of The
Wharfinger.

Whilst we awaited the screed and the
agreement to commence work from HLF,
we were able to continue work on the
top floor, and the photos alongside show
the stud work taking shape - about 50%
complete.

Another important task before the
screed was laid was to test the drainage
system for leaks. Luckily there were
none within the building - but there
were 3 outside which were all repaired
with the help of Blue (WRG's 3 ton
excavator) in late May. Over the bank
holiday weekend we were able to use
Blue and CJL’s dumper to remove the
poor soil/rubble from the front of
™ WHARF HOUSE and replace it with
good topsoil - so the outside and inside
are progressing with renewed vigour.

The major stimulus to that vigour if of
course the £50,000 Heritage Lottery Fund
grant and some £7,000 from CSJ under
the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme. We have
also received £1,000 from IWA Region
towards security of the building - all of
these are critical to us being bale to make
progress and the volunteers can now
move forward at a sensible pace both
inside and outside - our thanks to all our
supporters.

The ground floor walls are being built
from materials donated to the Canal
Trust by Swan Hill, that were left over
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from the housing development, and
reclaimed bricks from the hospital.

Support comes in all forms, and Wilf
has been relying on the assistance and
facilities of Microcore Computers, and
we have received considerable support
and advice from Rockwool for the heat
and sound insulation of the building -
thank you.

We welcome any volunteers to come
and join us in ™ WHARF HOUSE - you do
not have to have any particular skill as a
pair of hands is always useful and we
can probably train you to do things you

#\ Above and below - Top floor looking
V towards Over Wharf - doorway to

bedraom in centre shot; doorway to did not know you could do! However,
anyone with trades is also extremely
welcome! Contact Wilf Jones, or Maggie
Jones - see Contacts.

staffroom left of centre; staircase hard
left; landing area in foreground with
dormer window overlooking river to right.

® DRP

Photos: Ted Beagles and Mike Hunt
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IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEN CANAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YOU

THE COMPANY IS STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

IE YOU WISH TO BUY

WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)

NEWLY PRINTED EACH DAY

(or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
WE HANDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED NEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
'WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FRST TIME BUYERS GUIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

LEYOU WISH TO SELL
WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Mill Wharf, Gayton Road, Blisworth, Northants NN7 3BN
Tel. No 01604 879029 Fax No. 01604 879078
E-mail info@canalcraft.co.uk

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk

N /
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ember Mark Bailey explains his

ongoing voluntary fund raising for
the H&G Canal Trust which may just
suggest a way in which almost
everyone could assist.

For the last few years, I've been
collecting empty aluminium drinks cans,
selling them to a scrap metal dealer and
donating the cash to the Trust. Whilst I
must confess that [ haven't exactly raised a
huge sum so far, there are obvious environ-
mental benefits to this recycling activity,
which I feel makes the process worthwhile
in its own right anyway.

Some time ago, in a letter thanking me
for a donation as a result of having just sold
some cans, Cliff Penny suggested that I
write a short article for The Wharfinger,
encouraging other Canal Trust members to
join me in raising funds in this way. He
wondered if I might be willing to offer to
act as a central point of contact to co-
ordinate other Members’ can recycling
efforts. Unfortunately, I just don’t have the
space to store the potentially huge amount
of cans, which could build up, so I was
unable to respond (vou'd be surprised how
muich space gets taken wp in my garage with just
the cans I collect myself!).

I did, however, agree to write the article
in case anyone was also inspired to start
recycling aluminium cans or even to take
up the challenge of co-ordinating can
recycling on behalf of the H&G Canal Trust.
A recent visit to the Over site to see ™
\WHARF HOUSE (very impressive it is too)
finally inspired me to get around to doing
just that!

I collect cans in all sizes ranging from the
small ‘mixer’ types up to the larger one-
pint beer and lager types and they come
from colleagues at work, friends and

L)

L)

J into Canal !

neighbours, but I always seem to manage
to end up with a large amount of *Scrumpy
Jack’ cans. I guess this must be something
to do with my fondness for one of
Herefordshire’s finest products! The first
thing I do is to ensure that all the cans
collected are indeed aluminium, as many
drinks cans are actually made of steel and
the recyclers pay nothing for these. The
easiest way to check is with a magnet; steel
attracts a magnet, whilst aluminium
doesn’t. 1 usually try to flatten the cans
after checking them as it saves storage
space and enables me to take more of them
when I make the trip to my nearest dealer
(Hayes Metals, near Gloucester Docks). I
take any rejected steel cans to the local
household waste recycling site.

SOME FACTS AND FIGURES:

# Currently dealers pay around 35 pence
per kilo for aluminium drinks cans

¢ Recycling aluminium cans saves 95%
of the energy needed to produce
aluminium from raw bauxite

@ 5 billion aluminium cans are sold in
the UK every year

@ Currently 42% of the cans sold are
recycled

For those with access to the internet,
there is more information on aluminium
can recycling at www.cashforcans.co.uk.

[We welcome Mark’s inifiative. Are YOU
willing to follow his example and send the
proceeds annually to our Treasurer — collec-
tively this all mounts up! Lakeland Plastics
sell a can crushing device that greatly reduces
the amount of room needed 1o store the cans. If
any Member is willing fo act as a collecting
point for their area then please let me know
and we will publish details in The
Wharfinger - Fd.]
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CANAL PROIJECT

( AYLESTONE PARK

~* Trust volunteers and London WRG take a lunch break.
Time to relax and read the latest Wharfinger!

ereford now at last has something resembling a canal
within the city boundary. It is about a quarter of a mile
long and still full of mud but there is some water which our
boat has been able to navigate. It is a wonder that anything
is left as about 120 years have passed since a boat last plied
these waters. About half a dozen new recruits joined the
teams and with a few old hands along with 2 weekends of
help from the Waterways Recovery Group have completed
just about everything that was planned. A halt has now been
called to leave the wildlife in peace before a start is made on
excavating the mud- hopefully within the next 12 months.

&. Top left: Alan Flexman gets to the root of the problem with an
axe. Bottom left: the foundations for a culvert headwall are
begun. Below: Tree roots are winched out of the deep mud.
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The assistance that the Trust had
from the WRGies at Over is already
legendary and we were only too
pleased to welcome them again at the
Hereford end when they offered. Not
only do they bring along a dozen or
more fit and willing volunteers but
they bring much of their own kit
including winches and chainsaws
which were invaluable on this site to
clear the vegetation. The Canal Trust
were more than willing to donate a
large sum when a fund was recently
set up to purchase new kit for use on
canal restoration around the country.

The local community seem to
appreciate the opening up of a new
walk on their doorsteps and many
questions are being asked about
furure plans for the Canal in the
Hereford area. It is intended that this
quarter mile of restored Canal will
become a showpiece 1o promote its
extension for the mile which will take : MR
it into the city terminus and % Above and below: The main task is removing tree
eventuallv in the other direction 1o $* Foots from the Canal channel and clearing the tow
Gloucester. ¢ BF path in preparation for pedestrians and cyclists.
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ADlNG COMPANGY

1sT MaRcH - the start of the new
financial year and the Trading Company
are on the road again. Our first outing
was to Tractor World at Malvern
Showground.

Tractors of all shapes and
sizes are on display with
their ancillary stalls — just
like the National without
the water, that is apart
from the frequent
downpours.

This show incorporates an
auction of amazing items from
tractors to helicopter engines to
rusty bits of metal (which must have
some purpose!). It attracts people from all

UERUNE
HOUSESERVINGIBEUS

You go for a holiday and
leave your headaches to us.

We will finish those jobs that
have been hanging around
for ages. Customised
quotes on request.

ASK FOR
Barry or Anthea

Tel 0207 221 4870
Fax: 020 7792 3043

over the country and there was great
interest in our Canal. Sales were quite
brisk and good contacts made.

This brass plaque of the Herefordshire
& Gloucestershire Canal is now
available again.
Price £6 (incl. P+P) Mail
Order Sales (see contacts)

1sT APRIL - A new
venture and not an
April Fool in sight.
We attended the
Herefordshire Tourism
Forum and Leaflet Swap at
the Chase Hotel in Ross. Our
leaflets will now appear in many tourist
attractions and B & B’s in and around
Herefordshire. A very good way of
spreading the word of the canal’s
existence

6TH ApRIL — Gloucester Boat Jumble.
Ray Moses reports that this year was,
thankfully, blessed with good weather,
which helped to ensure a good public
attendance. Thanks to the generous
donations of both members and non-
members we once again had a full stall
of items to sell. There was a steady flow
of buyers and a good profit was made for
the Trust.

Barbara and I would like to thank all
who donated items for sale, the
Gloucester and Hereford Branch of the
IWA for loan of the stall and Derek and
Taryna Weaver for their help on the stall.

Once May is here events come thick
and fast so we will report on them in the
next issue of The Wharfinger.

margaretrobin@netscapeonline.co.uk » M
T P T R T S U L G - I ST
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2003 MODEL BOAT FESTIVAL

SAT 7TH & SUN 8TH JUNE 10 am - 4:30 Pm
The National Waterways Museum, Gloucester Docks

ast year saw the club promote its 4th successful Model Boat
i Show in the historic docks at Gloucester. With various boat
clubs from around the country attending, in excess of 200 models
were on display. Last year club members collected money for local
and national charities. In total the club raised £770, in addition to
that raised by the visiting charity exhibition stands.

This year, the robot ‘Pluggy’ will be in attendance. Pluggy is a full

e size American fire hydrant, bright red, three feet tall, fully animated
and interactive with the younger and older visitors alike. Pluggy will insist on collecting
money for charity.

A change of venue, sees the club hosting the
festival with the full co-operation and support of
'The National Waterways Museum' at Gloucester
Docks. Special rates for the period of the festival £
have been negotiated,
and entrance to the
show will cost £2 for adults and £1 for children. This is a
substantial saving on normal admission charges. Admission will
include entrance to the 'Model Boat Festival' and 'The National
Waterways Museum',

The festival site covers a much larger floor area than that of
previous years, and it is envisaged that the show will have more
varied exhibitions than just model boats. There will be model
steam locomotives, and /or model traction engines.

This is the first year that the Gloucester and District Model Boat
Club have worked so closely with The National Waterways
Museum. It is envisaged that this festival will become a permanent
fixture on Gloucesters' calendar of 'Festivals and Events'.
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Quick Strim =
and Brushcut,
o and learn all about strimming and Szr?

brushcutting at Hatton, they said at
a January OSPG meeting.

First question, where’s Hatton? Well,
it’s a few miles north west of Warwick
on the Grand Union Canal and is now
home to British Waterways Skills
Heritage Training Centre. Courses for
volunteers are run by The Waterways
Trust and range from hands-on
ironwork, brickwork and woodwork
through to fundraising, conservation and
volunteer recruitment.

The day I attended in early February
was bright and sunny and I was
expecting a large crowd of fellow
strimming students, but there turned out
to be only two others and even these
were fellow H&Gers; John Morgan who
is an Oxenhall regular and Alan Adams
from the Aylestone Park scrub bashers.
There were a few others on a two-day
stone masonry course, including WRG
Chairman Mike Palmer.

We were joined by Mike Woodhead
who is volunteer co-ordinator for the
Waterways Trust and introduced us to
our trainer for the day.

Several hours were spent in the
morning in the classroom covering
health and safety aspects of using and
maintaining strimming machines.

The theory session was followed by an
excellent and filling buffet lunch, ready
for an afternoon practical session.
Fortunately the fog had cleared during
the morning and the winter sun was out
to smile on our efforts.

We had two machines to work with,

one we equipped with thick nylon strim
line. The nylon line comes on a large reel
and it is quite a fiddly job to threadle it
into the cutting head spool, a job that
requires some practice. The second
machine we equipped with a metal
cutting blade, hence making it a brush
cutter. The cutters are usually three, four
or eight bladed, and the latter looks like
a circular rip saw. Blades and strim
heads are usually inter-changeable
making the machines multi-purpose.
Strim line is usually used on soft low
herbage and the blades on taller woodier
material. We took it in turns to practice
with the two machines on a large area of
very uneven, tussocky, weather flattened
weeds and grass. We soon worked up a
sweat trying to get a smooth scythe
action and quickly found that the brush
cutter blade gave the best results on this
particular foliage.

With winter daylight rapidly waning it
was time to pack up the equipment and
say farewells. Unfortunately I had to be
back to Gloucester promptly and had no
time to explore the towpaths near the
Hatton flight of locks. But, if anyone is in
the Warwick vicinity it seems a very
pleasant spot and looks well worth a
detour.

Thus the H&G now has three trained
strimmers raring to go, all they need now
are some nice new (or any) machines to
work with! Are there any kindly
sponsors out there? “ MB
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@ Tony Boonham demonstrates our two new strimmers for
~controlling the ever-increasing areas of grass and
undergrowth around the Basin and carpark at Over.

Well, no sooner had Mike completed his training course
than the old strimmer at Over finally came to the end of
its life and the one at Oxenhall was stolen.

So lots of trained strimmer operators but only one
strimmer left for the whole canal (and a sit-on mower
rapidly dying)! Over Plant Manager, Tony Boonham, drew
up a ‘wish list’ of items for his tool store many months
ago - including a strimmer, a wheeled strimmer, and a
ride-on mower. Nigel Bailey’s valliant efforts have secured
a grant from The Gloucestershire Community
Foundation for most of the cost of the strimmer in April
and so a new strimmer has at last been purchased.

The wheeled strimmer (alongside) is for longer
undergrowth and still has to be paid for, as does a new
sit-on mower which will arrive shortly.

If anyone would like to sponsor either of these critical
items of equipment then the mower cost £400 and the
wheeled strimmer will be aquired at £200 (half normal
price) - Liz Connors would be delighted to hear from you.

¢ DRP

CHELTENHAM MOWER SERVICES

Garden Machinery Serviced, Repaired
and Sharpened including,
Lawn and ride-on Mowers, Strimmers,
Hedge Trimmers, Chainsaws, Rotavators etc.

Free collection and delivery service. |

NEW GARDEN MACHINERY SUPPLIED.

For_ futher information please contact us at:-

Unit 4, Innsworth Tech Park, Churchdown, Glos.
Tel 01452-714098

or byy online at
www.mowers-online.co.uk
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With over 25 years experience insuring Inland Waterways Craft, isn't it fime you
found out why we're the best?...

We have over 11 different policies for narrowboats and various eraft on the Inland
Waterways, we can ensure that we'll pick the right cover for your craft.
We also offer the official discount policies for IWA and NABO members.

Whatever your type of craft, we have policies to suit dll, including “FiTTING oUT’,
RESIDENTIAL’, “COMMERCIAL’, as well as ‘PRIVATE PLEASURE’.

Our Inland Waterways specialist, Michael Stimpson, can give advice on the insurance
of all aspects of commercial and leisure craft of the Inland Waterways, why not call us
today, and find out what we can do for you.

perhaps we should be talking... \

The inigng
I Walsrarys
Aspoglation

Fae: O r
email: stimpsonm@aol.com website: www.insurance-marine.co.uk

Providing a quality and
rost=elfective tree care service

S & T, ALL ASPECTS OF
3." e TREE WORK
= ® Felling,
A pruning,
FORESTRY deadwood
OPERATIONS removal,
FORESTRY dangerous
OPERATIONS trees, hedge
ROSS-ON-WYE topping &

TEL: 01989 780412 maiﬂtflname

Established 18 years, ; B
Public Liability Insurance, : FCAI;
Free Quotes arty Photo: S. Gibbay
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@ ot Quite .THE LAST PAGE @@

IHE HEREFORD
AND

GLOUCESTER CANAL
THE
HEREFORD by David Bick
AND
GLOUCISTER The long awaited new edition of David’s detailed
CANAI history of our Canal is once more available. It plots

the route of the canal and the rise and fall of the
navigation ...

It includes updated sections on the restoration that

is taking place and the work of the Trust at Over and
Oxenhall.

Copies can be obtained from our regular Trading
Company sales stands at Over Open Days, price
£8.95. Alternatively, conatct Penny Shetliffe, Mail
Order Sales, details inside back cover.

SATURDAY, JUNE 217

Stride out with Nigel Bailey once more for the ...

Alney Island Walk & BBQ

If you missed this event last year, then here is another chance. Nigel will
lead the circular walk of about 4 miles, which will leave the Over site

at 4 pm. We will return at 6 pm for a Barbeque at Over. Please note
this is a revised date from that advertised in The Wharfinger 77

Tickets: Walk.and BBQ £10.
BBQ only £6.50.

N
To reserve a place please send a
SAE with payment to - Liz Bailey,

AP

30, Fieldfare, Abbeydale, Glos. v
GL4 4WF. Please make cheques o
pavable to ‘The Herefordshire and

Gloucestershire Canal Trust'.

COPY DEADLINE §
FOR THE NEXT
SSUE IS:



At the heart gf Eng(and‘s waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Working together, in the
_present, to revive t@gpast,

and secure a better future. =

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH

Telephone: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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———4¢ CONTACTS 9=

Dick Skeet
Stoneham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 3]B
Tel: (01568) 797 032
dick@skeetr.fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close,
SUTTON ST. NICHOLAS
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155
email: Liz@Harbinger4.freeserve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice”, BURLEY GATE,
Hereford, HR1 3QS
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877
email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

Brian Fox
1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 9QU
Tel: (01432) 358 628
email: brian.fox@xalt.co.uk

Janet Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 566
Janet.Moult@ukgateway.net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661
email: nigel.jefferies@virgin.co.uk

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01452) 533 835
email: nigel.bailey@bluevonder.co.uk

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010
maggiehome@btinternet.com

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888
wilf.jones2000@btinternet.com

Penny Shetliffe
MaAiL ORDER SALES, Little Lugg,
Cross Keys, HEREFORD, HR1 5NP
Tel: (01432) 820 623
penny@shetliffe.freeserve.co.uk

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street,
Hereford, HR4 9HN (01432) 272 025

Visit our Website ...

www.h-g-canal.org.uk
want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shovel or pen.

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UR SusscrIPTION RATES

AnnuaL MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50 Joint/Family £10
Senior Citizen £5  Joint Senior Cifizen £7
Corporate £20

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Individual £150  Joint/Family £200
Senior Citizen £80 Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations are treated as being
made under the Gift Aid scheme unless you state that you do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greatly assists
us and payment remains under your control. All payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisement free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel. 01432 270 552, has the details.

Unless specifically stated any opinions expressed in this newsletter are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the formal policy of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust group of companies. The
Trust accepts no liability for any matter printed in this newsletter nor any
advertising that may be included. Reproduction of extracts from the
newsletter is welcomed provided that full acknowledgement is given.

Membership records are computerised. Your entry is available for inspection
if you send a SAE to the Membership Secretary.

Whilst we try to ensure dates are correct please verify them with a relevani Organiser.
£2003 Published by the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The Wharf House Company Ltd [No. 4627931] and H & G Canal
Trust (Sales) Ltd. [No. 2710215] are part of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust Ltd. group of companies. The
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire %anal Trust is a non-profit
distributing company limited by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is a
registered charity [No. 1010721]. Registered Office: — 3 Norfolk
Court, Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 1LJ.
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The Herefordshire and | s& =K
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not 3
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
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construction of the Ledbury to P'( \

Gloucester railway which in its turn IS8y L 3 | {f

was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964. y = ,//

The Canal Society was formed in 2 j:_ / , =

1983 and replaced in 1992 by : £ iz &
L =

Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,100 from all over the country -
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A Steering Committee of Local
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Authorities, etc. has been formed by = g
the Trust to assist in progressing n|SEESE % g
this objective. We have a major 5|edd EgsE
restoration site in each county, = gé 5 38 :
which together extend to some 3.5 E @3 2EEuw
miles. B| 38 "E




