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WORKING TOGETHER, IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE®

Vice Presidents: R. E. Barnes TD., Duff
Hart-Davis, Diana Organ MP. David Prout
Chairman: Dick Skeet
Council of Management:
Committee: Tony Austin-Bailey,
Nigel Bailey, Liz Connors, Brian Fox,
Nigel Jefferies, Caroline Jones, Janet Moult,
Cliff Penny, David Penny, Heather Worth

Finance:
Treasurer/Chairman: Liz Connors
Committee: Brian Fox, David Penny,
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey, Janet Moult,
Tom Bennett

Over Special Projects Group
Project Director: David Penny
Secretary/CDM Planning Supervisor:
Nigel Bailey

Executive: Nigel Bailey, Maggie jones,
Wilf Jones, David Penny

Committee: Nigel Bailev, Ted Beagles,
Tony Boonham, Mike Bowden, Adrian Fry,
Ray Jamieson, Maggie fones, Wilf Jones,
David Penny

Lengthsman: 7ony Boonham

Aylestone Park Canal Project
Brian Fox, Adrian Fry

Honorary Posts:
Archaeologist: Ron Shoesmith
Town & Country Flauni.ug: Penny Environmental & Planning
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The \\'h:l rf House, Over, Glnucester. GL2 8DB:
Restaurant, Tea Rooms, Superior B&B,
Visitor Centre overlooking Over Waterside
— donating all profits to canal restoration.

Directors: Caroline Jones, Wilf Jones,

Liz Connors, Nigel Bailey, David Penny
Treasurer/C. Secretary: Liz Connors
Committee:Wilf Jones, Nigel Bailey, Paud

Brown, Caroline Jones, David Penny,

Mark Davis (9S), Adrian Fry, Maggie

Jones, Roy Jamieson
Events: Liz Bailey, Maggie Beagles,

Dot Hicks, Rqy Jamieson

Oxenhall Restoration:

Wrinklies Coordinator: Brian Fox
Health & Safety Officer: Tony Austin-Bailey
Lengthsman: Dave Jones

Liaison:
Local Authority/Planning:
Penny Environmental & Planning
Landowner: Brian Fox

Publicity: Brian Fox
Over/Web Master: Nigel Bailey
Web Team: Mike Hunt

Member Services:
Secretary: Nigel Jefferies
Gift Aid: Liz Connors
Social Events: Janet Moult

Support to Council of Management:
Minutes: Tony Austin-Bailey
Admin: Dick Skeet
IWA nominated member: Caroline Jones

The Wharfinger:
Editor: Cliff Penny

Design/Production: Maggie jones
Advertising: Janice Lyail

Postmasters: Janet Moult, 2 and M Grqy,
S McManus

Talks and Walks:
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey

These in italics are not Directors,

THE TRADING COMPANY

H® G (anal Sales

DONATING ALL PROFITS TO THE CANAL TRUST

Chairman/Manning: Janet Moult

Treasurer/C of M Rep/Co. Secretary:
Liz Connors

Mail order sales/Sales goods:
Heather Worth

Crafts Fairs: Par Skeet

Committee: Tom Bennett, Simon Dyer,
Raqy & Barbara Moses, Derek Weaver

Boats Group: Rgy Jamieson,Barbara
Moses, Pat Skeet.
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E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer
right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. cucocr

WA,

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194]1]
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the pint to
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return to one of our ‘key” words -
IPartnership. Because this has such
a great influence on this specific edition
of The Wharfinger I have used the
Editor’s prerogative and moved the
Chairman’s Colummn to my regular slot so
that a minimum of over 2,000* new
readers find out as soon as possible
why they are receiving this issue
through their door. [*assuming. on
average, that two people read each copy — and
that they start to read at the beginning!]

In partnership with the Aylestone
Park Association and Herefordshire
Council the Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal Trust have
commenced work on the new public park
at Aylestone Hill, Hereford. To celebrate,
and to ensure that all of the properties
and businesses close to the new Park are
aware of what is going on, some 1,000
additional copies of this edition of The
Wharfinger have been printed (as part of
the Park Project) and will be hand-
delivered to all of the near neighbours.
As regular readers will know, the land
for the new Park (purchased by
Herefordshire Council) also includes the
adjacent length of the Canal - where we
undertook preliminary clearance work
last year.

In the last few weeks our volunteers,
together with those from Waterway
Recovery Group’s London Branch,
organised preliminary works for the Park
and erected the necessary security fence
for the temporary works compound.
This is the start of the work to be funded

€¢ EpiTORIAL O9=

PARTNERSHP AT
AYLESTONE

by Cliff Penny

by the £100,000 grant from the ‘Living
Spaces Fund’ of the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister, plus in excess of
£30,000 from Herefordshire Council,
reported in the last issue. Canal Trust
volunteers working in partnership with
WRG, and volunteers from other organi-
sations, will restore not only the adjacent
length of the H&G Canal but also
construct the footpaths and cycleways
within the Park linking it, and the Canal,
to the wider community - over 2.5km of
new footpaths/cycleways. The work also
includes a new foot/cycle bridge over the
Canal from Staniers Way to link Roman
Road to the Park; extensive tree planting
(the first phase has already commenced)
and conservation work and fencing -
plus the construction of two viewpoints.
Further details (including how you can
get involved) start on page 6.

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW

Our Members will find tickets enclosed
for our annual Grand Holiday Draw
organised in partnership with Black
Prince Holidays, British Marine
Federation and the Three Choirs
Vineyard (all the holidavs are donated -
thank you). An excellent chance of
winning a holiday whilst supporting our
wholly voluntary work. Please note this
year each ticket costs £1 and there are
now 5 in a book. If you are not a Menber
and would like tickets please contact Janet
Moult on 01432 264 366. Also see page 2 3.

* CRP
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE
QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell — we can advise on design or build s

to your specification - our quotes will please you. ‘mh -
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered. ERPHALSS

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.

CANAL COLLECT

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOP, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MAIL: sales(@severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk

_—,—  m—— ]
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=€ ¢ " CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @@=

egular readers of The Wharfinger will be

amiliar with our motto "Working together, in the
present, to revive the past, and secure a better
future". One of the prime purposes of our magazine
is to keep members and others abreast of what we
are doing now and our plans for the future. In recent
months, however, the Canal Trust has become
increasingly aware of "the past'. Edition 80 described
some important recent acquisitions - the large-scale
map of the proposed Newent Railway, which shows
the line of the canal in great detail, and a set of notifi-
cations of mortgage interest paid by the Canal
Company to Lady Kyrle Money in the 1850's or 60's.

Not so widely known is that last autumn a most exquisite
and unusual ladies' fan, dating from the very early 1790's
and decorated with a map of the proposed canal, was
"discovered" in the store of the Hereford Museum. We are
currently researching the history of this real treasure and will
report our findings in due course. Thus in the space of a few
months, we have been able to study artefacts dating from the
very early days of the canal, its hey-day (if it could ever be
described as having one!) and its eventual demise.

In January a group of Canal Trust members and [riends
met at the Gloucester Records Office, ostensibly to see the
Newent Railway map, but also to look at a number of other
historical maps and historical documents. What a
fascinating evening this turned out to be, as the material on
view raised all sorts of questions and we exchanged far-
fetched theories as to possible answers, Seeing the
signatures on the various old deeds and agreements
reminded me that each time I put mine on a similar
document today, a little piece of history is being made.

I'm not altogether sure about reviving the past - especially
the past of a canal originally built too late to satisfy a market
that didn't really exist. But I'm sure that, working fogether,
we can secure an excellent future, for there has never been a
better time for canal restoration and the leisure market has
never been stronger.

In a very real sense we are giving the Canal a second
chance. You can be part of this continuing 200 year old story
and so help 1o ensure that the H&G Canal's history doesn’t,
like England's in 1066 And All That, comc |

#* Dick Skeet, Chairman
The Wharfinger 5 Edition 81




AYLESTONE PARK
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Please note that the positions of the items super-imposed on
this photo are approximate rather than their exact position.
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AYLESTONE PARK
boundary

Gloucestershire Canal
with cycleway along
the towpath

David Penny, Canal Trust Director and Chairman
of the Aylestone Park Association, reviews the
background of the project and how it is moving
forward.....
A; many readers will be aware there
ave been proposals for some years for
the creation of Aylestone Park. Some time
ago the Council Compulsory Purchased the
site including the adjacent section of Canal
to facilitate the creation of this multi faceted
facility for the whole community.

More recently, the Council encouraged
the Aylestone Park Association to be
formed and this consists of representatives
of local residents, the Canal Trust, bowling
club, police and others. The Association
secks to oversee the Council’s plans for the
site and ensure these are brought forward
in a manner that meets the needs and
aspirations of the local community, and
works closely with the Council to try and
bring forward the completed Park at the
earliest opportunity.

The Avlestone Park Project is very
extensive and will make provision for new
football and cricket pitches along with a
bowling green (to replace that at Castle
Green) and a multi purpose pavilion on the
lower part of the field. Alongside these will
be a play ground and kick about area as
well as the required parking. Access will be
from a new junction off Aylestone Hill
which will be built this summer, with
pedestrian accesses from Staniers Way, the
top of Aylestone Hill and Victoria Park.

The rest of the field will become a public
park with a network of footpaths and two
view points which will afford wonderful
views over the surrounding countryside.
Across the bottom edge of the site lies the
line of the Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal which will be fully restored as part of
the Project, including a new pedestrian/
cycle bridge linking the Park to Staniers
Way and Roman Road.

... continued

The Wharfinger
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Late last year we had the fantastic
news that the Aylestone Park Association
had secured a £100,000 grant towards
the restoration of the Canal and all the
non-sports related works from the Living
Spaces Fund of the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister. This has since been
announced in the House as being the
largest grant of its type to date anywhere
in the country and was singled out as
having been successful due to the high
level of partnership that had been
demonstrated. This is in addition to the
more than £30,000 already pledged by
Herefordshire Council to these works.

This initial funding will see the
restoration of the Canal on the edge of
the Park; the creation of 2,5km of
footpaths and cycleways around the Park

and linking the Canal out into the local
community - including about one third
of the route to eventually take people
over the tunnel if they don’t want to
walk/cycle through it! It will also
contribute towards the costs of building
a new foot/cycle bridge over the Canal
linking the Park to Staniers Way/Roman
Road; extensive tree planting and conser-
vation works; fence removal and
replacement; the construction of two
view points and interpretative signage —
an extensive package of works on a very
large site. The majority of this first phase
of work is being lead by the Canal Trust
volunteers with considerable additional
volunteers being provided by the
Community Service teams and the
national Waterway Recovery Group. We

Aylestone Park from above the top of the hill showing the Canal route both sides of the Park.

~ - = e -

— o

Roman Road Canal Bridge

el e
-

S ".. AYLESTONE PARK
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... looking North

Two photos from the proposed bridge point,

have already had WRG volunteers from
far and wide., and this is set to expand as
the year continues.

This year will also see the Council
using its own funds to build the new
access road off Aylestone Hill and placing
all the electricity cables underground.

looking South ...

-,

showing a cleared towpath and hedgerow.

The work at Aylestone is only part of a
larger jigsaw in Hereford as far as the
Canal is concerned, We already have new
bridges at Roman Road; two at Hereford
Retail Park (Curry’s etc); the existing
Widemarsh Canal Bridge, and last month
we finally signed the 5.106 Planning

ROUTE OF THE CANAL INTO HEREFORD CITY 2 (/ i railway to S
Starting from the North, the historic line of the Canal runs parallel to the Sutton St Nicholas o
Road and crosses under the A4103 Roman Road (where the former Hereford & Worcester J g,' 2
County Council built 2 new bridge for the Canal in 1995). Shorily afterwards the Avlestone Park ] §
Project Site is reached. After a short infilled section Aylestone Tunnel takes the Canal under the | B
main Cardiff Manchester railway line. We deviate 1o avoid a large {actory via a long-abandoned Y g
railway siding and then turn in front of the Hereford Retail Park (where a mew foorbridge and new
roud bridge were built over the future line of the Camsal in 2000). The historic line is regained just before the §

Harper's Site. Widemarsh Canal bridge is next and, shortly afterwards,
the Canal will terminate in the New Hereford Basin.
[ The best interests of botle the City and the Canal are served by
a larger single Bastn than three confined arms. |

in 2000

3
:
i

Historical line
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Agreement on the Harpers Site between Newtown
Road and Burcott Road. The Harpers site will see
more than half their site transferred to the Trust and
each of the 14 properties will make annual payments
towards the management and maintenance of the
Canal within the City. As part of the Edgar Street
Grid proposals the Canal within the City will be fully
restored and a new basin will be built as the
centrepiece of one half of the grid with housing, a
hotel, shops and restaurants and a new canal visitor
centre etc. (a larger version of ™ WHARF HOUSE) around it.

Slowly the Canal throughout the City is seeing advanced works for its
restoration and this summer will see the Canal at Aylestone fully restored and
back in water - the first navigable section of Canal in the City in 100 years. So the
work at Aylestone on the Canal and all the surrounding works in creating the first
stages of the Park is of huge value in its own right but is also strategic in the wider
objective of restoring the Canal within the City and creating an integrated foot
and cycle network throgghout the City with the Canal towpath as its hub.

Edition 81
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Over the last eighteen months at Aylestone the volunteers
have completed the undergrowth clearance on the Canal in
preparation for restoration, and the barbed wire and fence

” Top left; Outside the compound is graded with
a firm suface. Top right: The hard core is taken
to the compound. Middle lefi: The finishing
touches are made to the pallisade fencing.
Middie right: The bars for the fencing are made
into panels. Above: Hard core is spread over a
membrane. Left: The fenced compound.

removal around the whole of the Park is well in hand by the
Community Service team. February saw London WRG
construct a temporary works compound for the Trust off
Aylestone Hill and the entrance and a yard area surfaced.
Easter will see a 10 day national WRG camp with some 11
pieces of plant working all over site. The Canal itself will be
dredged out to its original dimensions, and the footpaths and

cycleways will see construction on three
simultaneous faces at once - by the end
of April the Park will be starting to take
some shape! Meanwhile much tree
planting has already taken place and
more is planned, and such items as
signage and new fencing will start to
spring up around site as the year
progresses.

Volunteers are working on site
Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday
undertaking varied works. All
volunteers are welcome - you don’t
need special skills - please contact
Brian Fox on 01432 358 628 . DRP

RICHARDSON

School of Motoring

contact

Dave Hall
A.D.l. RoSPA D.L.A. |LA.M.

Phone 01432 270552
or 07761 177529

,‘\\

The Wharfinger
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RESTORATION

at Oxenhall

The section from the tunnel fo the aqueduct.

We]l we made it as predicted by the
end of the year - on the first
Tuesday in December the final coping
stone was laid to complete the
reconstruction of the lock walls at
House Lock. It is over 5 years since the
name Wrinklies first appeared in print
and 4 stalwarts started the task of
clearing rubbish from the lock in order
to determine the magnitude of the task.

There was assistance from Waterway
Recovery Group at the beginning but the
major part has been done by local
volunteers working every Tuesday,
weather permitting. There is now a
regular group of about 8 (rising to double
Sigures when the weather is nice!) so it looks
as though we must be doing something
right.

Although the lock walls are complete
there is still a lot to do before the whole
job is finished and we can fill the pound

with water. A list has been compiled
filling an A4 sheet of outstanding jobs
but perhaps the most important is to
rebuild the cill including replacement of
the main cill beam and top gate stop.
Here we are dependent on our colleagues
at Over who have assorted seasoned oak
etc. from which they have promised to
cut timber of the dimensions supplied to
fit the lock at Oxenhall. We have also
ordered some timber for new stop planks
and some for repairs to the footbridge.

Work has also started on construction
of the lower lock gate quadrant on the
towpath side, which had disappeared
completely. Excavations to ascertain
what remains at this point have revealed
part of the old lock wall
buttress, which was
demolished and rebuilt
on a new alignment -
probably at the time
that the Cottage was
built. This has now been
buried again, after
taking some photos, so
that the quadrant can
be built on top. The
towpath will require
regrading at this point
to fit in with the new
stonework but the

The ‘Wrinkles’ put in the
last coping stone on
Oxenhall Lock, completing
their handywork.

The Wharfinger
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Geoff completing lower retaining wall.

debris from the bottom of the lock
should make a good base once it is dried
out and will save us barrowing it too far
as we clear it out.

The "crazy paving" stone work on
either side of the lock has been
completed and the grassy bank on the
non-towpath side has been graded up to
the fence. There were two large ash trees
in this fence but they were declared
unsafe and have been cut down, courtesy
of Adrian Hope. The timber is now for
sale as logs and the stumps will be
shaped to form a couple of seats for
those who wish to rest a while and take
it all in. Other large trees further down
the towpath within the canal line have
been felled by our own trained
volunteers to make way for the new

Oxenhall Lock

COMPLETION CERMONY

Tuesday, 22™ June, 2004
5 pm
A formal ceremony to commemorate
the completion of over five years of
restoration of the Lock structure by
the Trust. More details next issue.

Inside Oxenhall Lock, with scaffolding removed.

Piaotos. Brian Fox

-

pound below the lock all in all making a
very large pile of timber now in the yard.
Contact Maggie Jones if you want any logs at
£30 a fﬂn‘}‘ !rt‘thf.

Most of the scaffolding has been taken
down giving a clear view of what we
have achieved and is now in the yard
awaiting re-erection when we start on
the aqueduct in the Spring. A structural
survey has been completed and we are
awaiting the results before starting any
significant reconstruction, although we
do know that the main arch is still
sound. This will be another challenge
totally different from the lock and we are
expecting major assistance from WRG on
this one — but still plenty of scope for
local volunteers to join in and learn new

skills. ¢ BF

Restoration Fund BBQ

Tuesbpay, 22" JuNE, '04
AT OXENHALL LOCK

¥

By invitation only - annual gathering
of contributors to the Restoration Fund
to hear what their contributions have
funded over the previous 12 months.

The Wharfinger

13

Edition 81



IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEN CANAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YOU

THE COMPANY IS STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

LEYOU WISH TO BUY
WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)

NEWLY PRINTED EACH DAY

(or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
WE HANDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED NEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GUIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

IE YOU WISH TO SELL

WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Mill Wharf, Gayton Road, Blisworth, Northants NN7 3BN
Tel. No 01604 879029 Fax No. 01604 879078
E-mail info@canalcraft.co.uk

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk A

N
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TRADING COMPANY
@G
- 2003 DiaARY

1

Our promotional and sales stand at the

NovemBer saw our own H&GT Craft National Waterways Festival 2003.
Fair at Ledbury - this was Pat’s first Management members manned this and
year as organiser and she appeared to be greal interest in our progress was
keeping reasonably calm! A report by one reported. The following day saw Penny
of our Members appears on pages 26 and 27. and Derek at the Railway Model Show,

sales were good, supplying presents and
salving the consciences of those who had
bought too many models for themselves!

It was regarded as a great success by
all concerned. Don’t forget to put this
year’s Craft Fair date — November 13th,

in your diary - an ideal place for Mention must be made of the solo
purchasing those special Christmas sales effort of Steve Bence who once
presents. again took advantage of the festive

DEc 61H was the 150th anniversary of season and supplied his office with
the Railway arriving in Hereford (a late cuddly toys of all descriptions.
arrival just like the canal). We had a stand So ended 2003 a very good and enjoy-
at the Town Hall - Council of able year for the Trading Company. « Jif

Trading Company
__Outings in 2004

No sooner do we finish our outings for 2003 than we start booking for 2004
and getting those dates in the diary!

Some of the events we hope to attend in the first half of the year are: -

Feb 28-29 Tractor World, Malvern

April 4 Gloucester Boat Jumble

May 3-5 Worcester and Birmingham Canal Event

May 17-18 Moira Canal Festival, Leicestershire

May 24-26  Crick Boat Show, Northamptonshire

June 5 Hartpury College Open Day, Gloucestershire

June 5-6  Gloucester Model Boat Show

June 26-27 Braunston Working Boats Show, Northamptonshire

If anyone would like to help in any way they will be most welcome
~ please contact Janet Moult. oM
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=4 SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzons by Janet Moult

EVERYONE IS WELCOME to our monthly meetings held
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for 8pm start.
Why not join the 50-60 strong attendance at our highly
successful socials for an enjoyable evening!

MarcH 16TH
SARA -Severn Area
Rescue Association
The people you hope you never need!
- Dave Walker

@

APRIL 20TH

Dorset and Somerset

Canal -
families, friends, foes, feuds,
finance and failure

- Derrick Hunt
K =

Mayvy 18T1H

Claverton Pumping
Station -
tranferring water from the River

Avon to the Kennet & Avon Canal
in a spectacular manner

- George Eycott
@

Jun 15TH
Annual General Meeting
7.30 p.m. start

¥

Social Evenings

Barbara Moses has run the raffle at the Social
Evenings for many years. The money raised
usually covers the speakers’ expenses and is a
small but important part of our activities. Barbara
has been trying to retire for some time and is now
able to do so as Pat Skelton will take over in 2004.

Many thanks to Barbara for her dedication
which has been greatly appreciated.

The meetings are held at The Verzons
Inn, Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on
the A438 Hereford to Ledbury road,
half a mile on the Ledbury side of
Trumpet crossroads (junction of the
A438 with the A417).

PARKING AT THE VERZONS
Please park in the overflow car park - inside
the entrance on the right - for all meetings.

The Wharfinger
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=€¢@ OVER OPEN DAYs ‘04 @@=

new season of Open Days is about to begin at Over,

on the A40 west of Gloucester. So if you haven’t been
to visit before, or if you want to join us again, we will be
pleased to see you. A list of this year's dates are below.

& View our display of photos
showing how we have turned a
piece of waste land into a rural
Canal Basin at Over.

€ Enjoy the home made cakes
and other refreshments whilst
relaxing at the waterside,
watching the craft of the
Gloucester Model Boat Club.

Photos: Teod Beaghes

& Stroll along the tow path or
take a free ride on our trip boat,
Mister Maysey, and see the
increasing range of wildlife,
including the resident pair of
kingfishers.

€ Come and visit our Sales Stand.

€ At 12,30 pm each Open Day
(only) there will be a conducted
tour of ™ WHARF HOUSE.

OverOpen Days are the last Sunday
of each month, 11am - 4pm
28th March » 25th April  30th May
27th June * 25th July * 29th August
26th Septemberoslst October

S Y
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Buying a Boat..?
Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..?

W’hether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
diesel ¢ gas e pumpouts e moorings ¢
brokerage services ®

boats for sale ¢ repair ¢

breakdown and refit work

» boat painting ¢

signwriting

RYA Helmsman

Wwvv.alvechurch.com
Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcs B48 7SQ
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_quieter ones of the year w
Open Days and only a handful of curious
visitors. The Model Boat Club members,
though, are clearly made of sterner stuff
and some have continued using the
Basin right through the winter.

This quieter period gave us the
opportunity to lift Mister Maysey out of
the water for the first time since the boat
was launched at Over in 2000. This gives
us the chance to repaint the underside
and carry out a few essential repairs
before resuming boat trips in March. Our
thanks go to Ron Mogg at Joseph Rice
for organising the lifting operation.

The most concentrated area of work
has been in the woodland where we have
been reshaping the wooded slope. Quite a
few more unsafe trees have been felled
around the rest of site, logged and split
by our newly-trained tree fellers, Ted,
Mike and Dave (should that be tree fellas?).
The resulting logs have been carted to the
slipway ready for transporting to our log-
buying customers.

We've said “goodbye” to several Duke
of Edinburgh Scheme youngsters and

Stk no-

?

k‘omcd @ {ew n?ﬁ‘ ones. 1nes
- some of the jobs they do for us are fairly
routine but we've managed to widen the
scope to give them the experience of
mixing mortar and laying bricks.

We said a special “thank you” to Oli
White who has completed both his Silver
and Gold Awards with us which translates
into 18 months of volunteer work. As a
part of his DoE activities he also had the
wonderful opportunity to spend a week on
one of the Tall Ships sailing from
Greenock around the Western Isles — and,
ves, he did climb the mast.

Meanwhile we have again been tree
planting. Some of the young donated
trees which were brought on in the
nursery bed have been transplanted to
the woodland and others to the
surrounds of the car park. Coppicing
work has been carried out in the nature
reserve between the Mill Race and the
River Leadon and a woven fence has
gradually taken shape as a feature
parallel to the Mill Race. The bare earth
around the stilling chamber was planted
with grass seed very late in the year but,
because of the mild conditions, it has
quickly greened the area. ¢ NB
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™ WHARF HOUSE has made great progress over the
last few months with most of the stud work now in
place on both the top and middle floor. A somewhat
daunting pile of 370 sheets of plasterboard has been
brought into the building and is going up in all the
bedrooms and manager’s flat areas.

Through trial and tribulation we have found a method
of getting the large sheets up the winding staircase to
where it is required. Electric boxes are now able to be put
in place ready for the electricians to do the wiring.
Insulation is also well under way for the ground floor
ceiling, with members of the team kitted-out in their
white suits, goggles and masks to do the work required.
Outside the paths are continuing with difficult non-
regular brick triangles being cut to finish the sleek curves.

All this work is thanks to the good response we had
from volunteers at our work-ins. The January one was for
nine days and at least 45 volunteers took part! This figure
included around ten young people doing their Duke of
Edinburgh Award work. It also includes Liz Bailey
produced lunches for the hungry crew each day. Thanks
Liz, and thanks too to all volunteers who are lending a
hand in ™ WHARF HOUSE, especially those who joined
us for the first time. Hopefully they enjoyed the
teamwork and will join us in future work-ins, (see list of

dates on page 21). 'S MJ

Photos: Ted Beagles and Maggie Jones

On the TOP FLOOR the walls
and doorways take shape.

On the GROUND FLOOR the
ceiling is being insulated.
= =
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whe] rthouse w\. kend Wt_,n' R-ins
Dates for the next Weekend Work-in is: -
March 20/21
... and a 4 day Work-in in April: -
April 23/24/25/26
Lunches will be provided.

The tasks are varied and experience is either
gained or shared between volunteers. If you are
able to join us in these work-ins, or on our regular
Saturdays and Wednesday teams, please contact
us (details are also below).

™= WHARF HOUSE - Wilf Jones (01452 413 888)

- Wednesdays - Ted Beagles (01452 522 648)
RS ! Weekends/work-ins — Maggie Jones (01452 618 010) |
-~

WANTED — PAINT

Mr——— Do you have any tins of paint sitting
= 1"“5‘.? / around? If you do and no longer have
| "uxt ] any use for them, we can use them in

P
. \E’LL;;J 7= \WWHARF HOUSE.

Please contact Wilf Jones, thank you.

On the FIRST FLOOR the stud
walls create a wooden maze.
Also on the GROUND FLOOR large stocks of plaster- ... and OUTSIDE the edges of the
v board are brought in ready for the walls and ceilings. paths are being cut to shape.

Photos: Mie Hunt and Ted Beagles
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\[IDWINTER TRANSPORT:

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS

With full range of vehicles including

B flat curtain sided and refrigerated B
B from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle B B Nationwide B

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk
email: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk

I....-..I .I.l.I.I.I.I.I.......l.l...l. I.I-I.I...l.
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=@ ® FormaL Norice oF 2004 AGM 9=

To BE HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH JUNE,
AT THE VERZONS INN, AT 7.30PM.

This is the formal Notice of the 2004
AGM in order to give Members the
opportunity to make a note in their
diary. The Agenda and the Annual
Report will be in the next Edition of
The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G Canal Trust's
Articles and Memorandum of Association
those members of the Council of
Management who are retiring on rotation
but offering themselves for re-election do
not require to be formally nominated to
serve an additional term. However, new
nominations to serve on the Council of
Management are welcomed and have to be
made in writing, in a prescribed form.

Nominations must be submitted not less
than 7 days nor more than 28 days prior to
the AGM. The form is available from Liz
Connors [see Contacts on the inside rear cover]
to whom it should be returned 1o arrive
between 18th May and 8th June.

Every Member who is entitled to vole at
an AGM may appoint a proxy to vote in
his/her stead. A proxy must be someone
entitled to vote at the meeting. Proxy forms
will be available from Liz Connors from the
18th May and must be completed, signed
and returned to her at least 48 hours prior to
the commencement of the AGM.

Thank your.

-

AR TN el

M Lailns

TR R | T TR R B T M S H LR,

Once again we have some great prizes for this year’s

shire Canal Trust - HAGC Sales

his year the
GHD tickets
have changed.
We still have 3
generously
donated prizes,

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW

NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY ior FOUR
ONE WEEK PRIOR TO 31,/5/05. Donated by Black Prince Holidays

oy Bara Modois

“TWO VIP ickets 10 The London Boat Show 2005
+ overmight stay at top botel. ©o-uo:b, Britih Mariee Federation

. One night B&B for two people =
bu_t lh_e uck_et Em Twe Choira Vineyard & Restaurant, Nowent, Gios. |
price is £1 in Promster: B £ Consars, 1 1. Ebelirt Choe, Seton S Nichola Bererd 181 387
books of 5, Prizes 1o be drawn ol
'y National Wolerways Festival, oo wor o2
This cuts down I g Burton on Trent on 30882004 5eon 5 Loveers o= rickers £1 s
the printing

costs and should cut the postage costs, as we
shall only include 1 book in each copy of
The Wharfinger. Only 5 stubs to fill in!
More books can be sent to you if required
(please contact Janet Moult),

Printers of the tickets this year are Burton
Printing Works of Leigh Sinton who have
undertaken the printing at a reduced cost -
thank you.

Prizes to be drawn late afternoon at

National Waterways Festival, at
Burton on Trent on 30 August, 2004,

Our grateful thanks to Black Prince Holidays, The
British Marine Federation and Three Choirs
Vineyard for donating the Holiday prizes - so
every pound raised is a pound towards restoration
of the Canal.

We apprediate that some recipients are not prepared
1o buy or sell draw tickets = we apologise but we do not
have the resources o be selective in who receives tickets.
There i e oblgation fo return wnsold tickets. In order to save
costs we have not included tickets in copies of The
Wharfinger sent to Councillors, Local Authorities etc. 1f
you wish to support us please contact Janet Moult on
01432 264 306 and she will be delighted 1o send you
some tickets. Thank you.
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TREE WORK
Felling,
pruning,
deadwood
removal,
FORESTRY dangerous
OPERATIONS trees, hedge
ROSS-ON-WYE topping &
TEL: 01989 780412 ~ maintenance
Established 18 years, 'E“FC A

Public Liability Insurance,
Free Quotes

ALL ASPECTS OF

INSURANCE

Over 30 years providing marine
insurance policies.

u Official discount policies for IWA and NABO

= Up to 25% no claims bonus

u Fitting out, Residential, Commercial &
Private Pleasure

m 24 hours dlaims helpline

m Marine trade policies, induding charter

m Legal expenses included

Tr inigna
WAy
Apiglation

MICHAEL STIMPSON
& ASSOCIATES

Trading name of Mardon Insu

MOVEER
| (el e
e

Highly competitive rates from one
of the leading Inland Waterways
insurance providers, Michael
Stimpson & Associates

Our Inlond Waterways specialist, Michcel
Stimpson, can give advice on the insurance of
Gll Gspeds 0{' commerc;ﬂl and IeiSUTe CI‘GH GF
the Inlond Waterways.

Why not call us today, and find out what we
can do for you.

perhaps we should be talking.......

For a free competitive, no obligatfion
quote, call the marine experis NOW on:-

0800 515 629

Mardon Insurance - 4/5 Dogpole
Shrewsbury - Shropshire - SY1 1EN
Tel: 0800 515 629 - Fax: 01743 236359

email: marine@mardon.co.uk
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Preparations for |

major work this year!

Firstly, my thanks to all those good
people who have responded to my
appeal for surplus tools; all sorts of
interesting items have arrived and there
is the promise of more to come. We
were even given a battery powered
drill/driver which is proving very handy
in helping attach all the plasterboard
which is going up in ™ WHARF HOUSE.

I have been tasked with getting a
number of pieces of equipment ready for
the onslaught at Aylestone Park, where
major works have recently commenced
and to give the rest of the kit a general
overhaul. Thanks to the stalwart efforts of
Henry and Russell, the Benford dumper
truck is ready to go off for a major modifi-
cation, the fitting of which is a legal
requirement before we can use it. Also the
big Volvo is running again and we have
gone some way in to getting the 4 wheel
drive to work. The final job is to get the
water pump working; it has been taken to
Andrew Sykes Pumps for them to have a
look at it, and hopefully get it working.

I am always looking at the way various
tasks are done to see if I can improve them
in terms of ease, speed and of course with
Health and Safety in mind. The latest has

been a stand
fitted with a
clamp to assist
with cutting the
brick paviours that are fitted in around the
path edges. 1 still have a minor modifi-
cation to carry out, but Neil Jones, who
was [irst to use it, said it saved a lot a back
bending and made the job much easier.
When I saw how many cut bricks Neil had
fitted around the path I realised it was
much faster as well,

Soon 1 shall be checking my inventory
and I'm sure that all of you who have held
inventories will know what a task that can
be. It once covered just 2 pages of A4
paper but now covers 7, and when all the
new tools have been added to the list, I'm
sure it will grow to at least 9 pages! This
also gives me the opportunity to paint our
colours on the tools for identification
purposes, and thanks to Rosie, Sophie and
Catherine; hard-working Duke of
Edinburgh's Award young people, I am
well on with this job.

Well that's enough of this tale for now;
thanks again for the support I have
received from my appeals.

+ 7B

£ Wy Skittles Evening Report

s advertised in the last edition of
The Wharfinger, a Skittles Evening was
held for vounteers at Newent in January.
This regular event was well supported with
a good turnout of nearly 40 restoration and
sales volunteers from both ends of the
. Canal. Highest score was attained by
& Simon Yeung of Over.

Well done Simon!

> M
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Member Steve Bence lives 75 miles
from Ledbury but that doesn’t
deter him from volunteering g 1o assist -
or his Wife, Maggie, from having one of
the stalls. Here is Steve's personal
account of a day in the life of our very
own Craft Fair ...

) 06.00 -  Saturday,
November 15th - AARGH
II! - An alarm clock rings in
Southam in Warwick-shire,
I didn't realise that this unearthly
hour existed at weekends.

07.30 — Maggie and I load up the car
with our travelling show and hit the road,
Ledbury bound, for the H&GCT Craft Fair.
Thankfully it's a beautifully bright, crisp
and sunny morning, a marked contrast to
the gales and driving rain of the previous
day. Maggie would be purveying her
range of hand-wrought, greetings cards
and 1 would try to be generally useful in
some capacity or other.

08.45 — A totally trouble free journey
sees us arrive at St Katherine's Hall and
the scene is already of hustle and bustle
as many of the other stall holders are
well into their setting up. A brief word
with Pat helps us to locate Maggie’s
pitch for the day and “Igor” Bence then
leaps into action, bow-hauling display
stands and boxes of stock from the car
park while the “Boss” works on turning
an innocent looking table into an eye-
catching cornucopia of delight.

09.45 — It’s still 15 minutes before the
official opening time, but already some
early worms are milling around the outer
door waiting for the starting gun. “Igor”
would now assume the role of doorman
and, armed with an appropriate glove
puppet as bait, welcome visitors in with
a friendly smile and a few kind words.

E The Craft Fair

a personal recollection ...

10.00 — We're open, and the stalls are
immediately besieged by eager shoppers
looking for those Christmas gifts, maybe
a little bit different, for their special
friends and relatives.

12.00 — High Noon, and after 2 solid
hours of steady customer flow (and
several nicotine breaks for the “staff”) I
observe that our attendant great Joe
Public are beginning to form into 2
distinct types - the “Committed” and the
“Need to be Convinced”, and type 2
definitely need the personal touch.

Clearly we have an established core of
supporters who need no encouragement to
sample the fine fare on show, but with the
hall entrance sited on a footpath between
Ledbury main street and the principal car

The Wharfinger
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park, many passers by are not actually
aware of our little shindig. Until, that is,
they see the signs by the door and are
hailed by an idiot and a puppet (you can
make your own mind up which one is
which). There then usually follows an
exchange of banter which often concludes
with “is it free to get in 2, responded by a
simple “yes” and “welcoimne”.

13.00 — My good lady beckons for a
lunch relief so 1 temporarily hand over
the puppet to a colleague. The “restaurant
at the end of the universe” is at the bottom
end of the hall - and there’s a perpetual
queue for the glut of tasty morsels on
today’s menu, alongside the Canal Trust's
own goody stall, with Janet and Penny in
their ‘full selling glory’. To my left are
several “crafty” displays of hand made
leather and metal goods, soft furnishings
and knitted toys while at the top end of
the hall a pair of bowler-hatted
supporters appear to have something of
everything for sale on their “Arkwrights
Store” style treble-table length stand.

On my right side I see jewellery of all
shapes and designs, another greetings card
trader (but totally harmonious with our own
little selection) and a dispenser of patent
remedies and home made recipes (or jans,
preserves and Christimas puddings to you).

On my left in the centre island of
stands sits a toy stall tendering
amusements for young and old, on my
right is fellow Trust member Caroline,
magically turning everyday objects into
artefacts of beauty, festooned with the
traditional roses and castles decoration
(the artefacts, not Caroline), last but not
least I see me, sat there wondering
where all of the customers have gone, for
although Maggie did a good morning’s
business, I've sold zilch !, so I'll think I'd
better stick to cuddly toys in future.

13.30 - My cover duty is over so I'm off
to sample the whisky fruit cake before

resuming my role as commissionaire.

15.00 — The last hour of trading begins
but there’s no sign of a drop in
patronage, they just keep on a comin'’.

16.00 - It’s time to try to lock up and
close down, but stragglers are still
sneaking in and looking for last minute
knockdowns and our good traders are
happy to oblige them.

16.15 — The doors are finally shut and
all locked in are feverishly engaged in
packing up and taking down, cashing up
and winding down, but all seem agreed
that the day has been both a successful
and an enjoyable one, so what more can
vou ask for ?

Maggie is especially delighted with the
reception that her craftwork received and
the number of resultant sales made, so
much so that she pledges her support
there and then, along with several other
stall holders, to next years event,

16.45 — We're reloaded and ready to
roll so after a brief round of ‘goodbyes” and
‘see you again soons’, it’s back on that long
and winding road to
sleepy Southam.

18.00 pm — Exactly
12 hours after that
dratted alarm call,
we're home again
greeted by 2 hungry
moggies and a
welcome singing kettle.
Oh it's so nice to put your feet up. ¢ 5B

The Wharfinger

Edition 81



e S -
» F- HMAILEY & OTHERIF Wikiiam MENNT

e

e ——— =

n Evening vith a

editiop of The Wharfinger David McDougall told the story of
Mundi’ - the original Part 1 ‘Newent Railway’ construction survey.

e

iAney

MAP.! |

-

. ¥
— - 2

(from Over to Malswick) recently purchase by ™ WHARF House ComPANY on behalf
of the Canal Trust for £500. Gloucestershire Records Office are kindly storing the map
for us and in January, as a part of our fund raising specifically to pay for the map, our

Caroline Jones organised a visit to see it . . .

I turned up at Gloucester Record Office
at 6.30pm, mainly to see the evening's
set-up and help out with the display if 1
could. As it happened there was no need,
everything was laid out ready. To my
surprise there was already someone
waiting, and by 6.45pm a quarter of an
hour before the due ‘starting time’ there
were perhaps twenty people waiting - just
as well it wasn't raining!

At 6.55pm the Record Office staff opened
the doors and twenty-three enthusiastic
people poured in, four were late and three
were ill; the evening was sold out.

The assembly was divided into two
groups, cach taking a turn at a tour of the
Record Office and a viewing of the
document display, but before all of this a
video about the work of the Office was
shown to everyone. Tours were undertaken
by their own staff. Each group was shown
some of the various strongrooms where the
documents are kept, here they learned of
the environmental controls necessary for
safe archive storage. The groups were also
shown a conservation display where they
learned how the various types of
documents can become damaged and are
subsequently repaired and conserved.

The other half of the evening consisted of
a display of documents from Gloucester
Record Office, The Waterways Archive and
The Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal
Trust. These included the pre-proposal plan
of the canal from 1791, acts for the canal

dated 1791 and 1793, a plan of the Leadon
Valley dated around 1843 and the GWR
map recently bought by ™ WHarr HOUSE
Company and dated around 1880.

To start things off I gave a quick rundown
of the history of the Canal as related to the
documents on display, nobody corrected me
so my lesson must have been OK! Each
group was then allowed to have a good look
at the documents under the watchful eyes
of the Record Office staff. Lively discussion
ensued among various groups, the staff
later told me they were very impressed with
the enthusiasm and knowledge that
everyone showed.

Everyone had an enjoyable evening and
learned something new to boot, and we
were all very grateful 1o the Record Office
staff for their hospitality.

The evening raised a total sum of
£145.00, £95.00 of which has gone towards
the purchase price of the GWR map and
£50.00 of which we donated to the Record
Office. The cheque was gratefully received
and will be used to help purchase more
documents for the Office’s collection.

The evening was oversubscribed, all tickets being
sold before Christmas. So as not to disappoint
those who missed out, another similar
evening has been arranged, this will take
place on Tuesday, 27 April, 7.00pm to
9,00pm and £5.00 per ticket. Please contact
me for tickets on 01594 861286 or at
caroline_jones(@ btinternet.com. ¢
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Specific donations towards the purchase of
this very important map would be greatly
appreciated. All donations will be
. acknowledged and those of £100 and over will
. be reported in The Wharfinger and
permanently recorded as part of the eventual
display in ™ WHARF HOUSE. Please send
donations to our Treasurer Liz Connors (see
Contacts, inside back cover). Thank you.

Qur sincere thanks to Members for
their donations and, in particular, to
Robin Stiles, of Bristol, who has
donated £110 towards the purchase
costs of the map. Thank you

Our Members Ray and Barbara Moses
organise and ‘man’ an important part of our
fundraising by attending the annual Boat and
Watersports Jumble at Gloucester each year
— for which we are very grateful. However,
the success of their annual efforts do depend
on having appropriate items to sell . . .

Once again we are organising a stall at the
Gloucester Boat and Watersports Jumble in
April. As usual we require items to sell please,
either donated or to be sold on commission.
The items must have a waterways connection,
however tenuous, but please, no magazines as
we still have plenty left from previous years.

We can collect items from Social meetings at
The Verzons. [f this is not convenient, please
phone 01989 780325 to make alternative
arrangements. The more donated items we
get, the more money we can make for the
H&G Canal Trust.

The Annual Boat and Watersports Jumble is
held at The National Waterways Museum,
Gloucester Docks. This year the event is on
Sunday 4th April 10am to 4pm. Admission is
a bargain at £3.50 as it includes entry to the
Museum as well as to the Jumble - and
accompanied children are free. ¢ BM

GEOprojects

Awand winning maps & athases

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES
@ @D

Waterways

% ofBritain

Amn:onnlm
plunning map.
Includes information
on cach watcrway
~ with comprehensive
* directory of
navigation authoritics

cruising maps .....
® Basingstoke Canal
* Birmingham Canal Navigations
* The Broads
® Caledonian Canal and the Great Gien
* (Coventry and Ashby Canals

ingluging the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
* Forth & Clyde and Union Canals
* Grand Union Canal

Map 1 Birmingham to Fenny Stratford

2 Braunsion to Kings Langiey
Map 3 Fenmy Stratford to the Thames
Map 4 Leicester Line, Soar Navigation
and Erewash Canal

* Huddersfield Broad and Narrow Canals
® |niand Waterways of Britain (GB route planner)
* Kennet and Avon Canal
® Lee and Stort Navigations
® |eeds and Liverpool Canal
® Liangoflen and Montgomery Canals
& Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals
* Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal
® (xford Canal

£4.00
£475
E4.75
£4.75
£475

EATS

£4.75
£4.75
£ATS
£475

£4.00
£5.75
£4.75
400
£4.75
£4.75
£4.00
£4.00
£4.75
£475
£4.75
i £475
River Sgvern and Gloucestsr & Sharpness Canal
* Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon
* Thames, i river and the paih
® Thames and London Rings Atlas
® Trent and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Preston Brook to Fradiey Junction
Map 2 Great Haywood Junction & Cromwel! Lock
® ‘Worcester and Birmingham Canal
with the Draitwich Canals
Available from shops and waterside outets or direct from:
GEOprojects (UK) Lid
8 Southern Court * South Street
Reading * RG1 4Q5.
Telephone: 0118 939 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7356
E-mail: dngwﬁmndmn,m.u‘
Website: www.geoprojects.net
Call for details of credir card pavment.

£4.75
£4.75
E11.75

£475
475

£4.00
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W /Vhy not LEDBURY? Il

ne of our Members wrote to our

Chairman last year asking for a
map to be published of the proposals
for the Ledbury area. As long-term
readers will be aware the historic route
of the Canal was obstructed by
development in Ledbury Town long
before the comprehensive Planning
Policies were put in place that protect
the historic line throughout. Where
restoration is impossible »n that route
then a viable ‘essential diversion route’
is protected from adverse development
—and that is the case at Ledbury.

The new route will follow outside the
bypass (and its ultimate extension). The
extension of the bypass would include a
local realignment of the Bromyard Road
under which a bridge would be built for
the Canal as part of those works. The

Canal from the Hereford to Bromyard
roads would effectively be an extension
of the waterside park. Apart from
advance works when the opportunities
arise we do not plan any restoration
work in the Ledbury area in the near
future,

As explained in the last edition we
only publish plans in The Wharfinger
when several issues in an area are
coming together as had been the case in
Hereford where we had the Aylestone
Park, Roman Road, Farriery College,
Harper development, and Edgar street
Grid all leading to significant interest in
that area. We have no plans to publish
any plans for Ledbury in the foreseeable
future as we would not wish to raise
anyone's hopes that work is imminent in

the area. & CRP

MAXIMUM
CHOICE
BOAT HIRE!

C;mosr: between 3 styles of
arrowboat to hire - comfortable
cruisers, smart semi-traditional or
interesting traditional style boats,

some with boatman's cabins and traditional

controls. Sizes range from 2-12 berths.

Our location is central for the
Llangollen Canal, Cheshire Ring,

4 Counties Ring, Chester Branch
and Caldon Canal.

No Previous experience required.
Group bookings and pets welcome.

Low cost bargain breaks
JSrom £49 each (6 berth)

P.‘

ON-LINE SHOP for books,
maps, guides, models, gifts etc.
www.canalcargo.co.uk

620 lnem

Canal Terrace

Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9BD
Tel: Middlewich (01606) 832460

Website: www.middlewichboats.co.uk
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@ ot Quite . THE LAST PAGE @@

POSTPERSONS

hank you to all those who offered to

deliver The Wharfinger in their area.
Over 150 are now being hand delivered and
as the postage per issue is usually 34p this
is quite a substantial saving of our funds.

A few more clusters have been spotted in
the Clehonger, Longhope, and Tibberton
areas. Please contact Janet Moult if you
think you can help so that we can save
even more of our funds for restoration.
Thank you.

oM

We raised almost £400 on our
book sales this year. Thank you
to all who donated — with special thanks to Mr
Young for the canal books — and to all those
who bought books. The Trading Company
will continue with the sale of books this year -
if you have any good quality books to donate
please contact Janet Moult. Y/

¥e LOGS FOR

We are continuing to run the log delivery
service. Last year's loads proved very
popular with our customers.

£50 a lorry load
(including delivery up to
15 miles of Over/Newent)

For more information please contact
Maggie Jones, details at back of

The Wharfinger.
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ISSUE IS:

ANY

TRADING COMP

SALES STOCK

enny Shetliffe, who has managed

the Mail Order Sales and stock for
our Trading Company, is taking a break
— whilst she assists husband George
with his voluntary efforts in the vintage
motoring field. They say a change is as good
as a rest! Our sincere thanks to Penny for
the considerable time and effort in
undertaking this important role. It is not
really farewell as Penny will still be on
the Trading Company Committee and
still be a familiar face at the Sales stand.

Penny has kept us in order controlling
our stock levels and we have added many
new ranges — this is important so that
the display looks different when we
attend the same events for a number of
years. A big thank you to Penny from all
the Trading Company and especially
from me for all her help this last year

Heather Worth has volunteered to
swap roles and will be responsible for
stock and all Mail Order Sales as from
the end of February — see Contacts, inside
back cover, for details. > M

Wanted please ...

We need a volunteer to undertake the
liaison, once a quarter, with the existing
advertisers in The Wharfinger, to check
existing advertisements remain up to date
and ensure that payment is received. This is
a relatively simple task and only requires a
few hours 4 times a year. Volunteers please
contact Cliff Penny (see contacts). .¢ crp
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At the heart of Eng(and‘s waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Working to_qetﬁer, in the
_present, to revive tgeg‘past,

and secure a better future. ==

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH
Telephone: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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———4¢ CONTACTS ¢Pp——

Dick Sheet Visit our Website ...

Stoneham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 35~ WWW.h=-g-canal.org.uk

Tel: (01568) 797 032

dick@skeetr.fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors

18, St Ethelben Close, SUTTON ST. NICHOLAS,

Hereford, HR1 3BF

Want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.

We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shovel or pen.

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155
email: Liz@Harbinger4.freeserve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
"Coppice”, BURLEY GATE,

Hereford, HR1 3QS
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877

email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

Brian Fox

1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,

HEREFORD, HR4 9QU
Tel: (01432) 358 628

email: briandfox@tiscali.co.uk

Janet Moult

18, Coningsby Court, Coningsby St.,

HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366

Janet. Moult@ukgateway.net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661

email: nigel jefferies@virgin. net

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01452) 535 835

email: nigel.bailey@blueyonder.co.uk

Tony Boonham
Tel: (01452) 700 476

Dave Jones
Tel: (01551) 820 008

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010

maggiehome@btinternet.com

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888

wilf.jones2 000@btinternet.com

Heather Worth

UK SusscripTION RATES

AnnuaL MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £10
Senior Citizen £5 Joint Senior Citizen  £7
Corporate £20

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Individual £150 Joint/Family £200

Senior Citizen £80 Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations are treated as being
made under the Gift Aid scheme unless you state that you do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greatly assists
us and payment remains under your control. All payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisement free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel. 01432 270552, has the details.

Unless specifically stated any opinions expressed in this newsletter are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the formal policy of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust group of companies. The
Trust accepts no liability for any matter printed in this newsletter nor any
advertising that may be included. Reproduction of extracts from the
newsletter is welcomed provided that full acknowledg is given.

Membership records are computerised. Your entry is available for inspection
if you send a SAE to the Membership Secretary.

Whilst we try to ensure dates are correct please verify them with a relevant Organiser,
©2004 Published by the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

MaiL ORDER SALES, 12 Hewitt Ave.,
Kings Acre, HEREFORD, HR4 0QP The Wharf House Company Ltd [No. 4627931] and H & G Canal
Tel: (01432) 270 552 {Sales) Ltd. [No. 2710215) are part of the Herefordshire and

s “ : = Gloucestershire Canal Trust Ltd. group of companies. The
Heather@worthh.fsnet.co.uk Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust is a non-profit
distributing company limited by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is a
Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street, registered charity [No. 1010721]. Registered Office: — 3 Norfolk
Hereford, HR4 SHN (01432) 272 025 Court, Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 1LJ.




The

The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,100 from all over the country -
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A Steering Committee of Local
Authorities, etc. has been formed by
the Trust to assist in progressing
this objective. We have a major
restoration site in each county,
which together extend to some 3.5
miles.
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