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INSURANCE

Over 30 years providing marine
insurance policies.

m Official discount policies for IWA and NABO

= Up to 25% no claims bonus

m Fitting out, Residential, Commercial &
Private Pleasure

m 24 hours claims helpline

m Marine trade policies, including charter

m Legal expenses included

MICHAEL STIMPSON

& ASSOCIATES

Trading name of Mardon Insurance

St s

Frovt Cover: The New Bridge at Dymock - David Penny

Highly competitive rates from one
of ding Inland Waterways
in providers, Michael

& Associates

Our Inland Waterways specialist, Michael
Stimpson, can give advice on the insurance of
all aspects of commercial and leisure craft of
the Inland Waterways.

Why not call us teday, and find out what we
can do for you.

perhaps we should be talking.......

For a free competitive, no obligation
quote, call the marine experts NOW on:-

0800 515 629

S

Mardon Insurance - 4/5 Dogpole
Shrewsbury - Shropshire - SY1 1EN

Tel: 0800 515 629 - Fax: 01743 236359
email: marine@marden.co.uk
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STRONGBOW

the pint to
refresh Canal
Volunteers!
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=€ ¢ " CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN @@=

Rzgular readers of this column will know that I
sually like to take an upbeat tone, generally
being optimistic and encouraging, but the news this
time is a bit mixed.

The last edition of The Wharfinger was ‘an Aylestone
Park Special’ with reports of great progress and even
greater expectations. You might well have anticipated
photographs of the newly dredged canal in Hereford in
this edition, but that is not 1o be, not yet anyway.

Preliminary tests on the canal at Aylestone Park
indicated no untoward problems with most of the silt
which was to be excavated in April, but further testing
shortly before work was 1o begin revealed unacceptably high
levels of pollution of all the silt and we had no alternative but
lo cancel that part of the proposed work. Fortunately we were
able to divert Waterway Recovery Group and our own
volunteers onto other work in the Park, but it is very
disappointing not to see a new length of restored canal.

Health and safety is always our overriding consideration and,
together with Herefordshire Council, the Trust is seeking
advice as to how we may best deal with the situation. The
solution may not be straightforward, and may take a while, but I am
confident that we will move forward again as soon as pessible.

But all the news is not bad! In June we shall be celebrating
the completion of the restoration of the masenry at House
Lock, near Oxenhall. This is the first lock we have restored, a
major undertaking, since this is a stone Grade II Listed
structure which was in exceedingly poor condition and had to
be restored to very exacting requirements. We still have to add
the gates and paddle gear to the lock, but we shall not do this
until it is ready to be put into use.

Since the last edition of The Wharfinger we have achieved
our largest Grant Aid award yet - £186,000 from DEFRA to
finance the next phase of the fitting out of ™ WHARF HOUSE.
This, too, is a terrific achievement. Awards of this size are not
made easily and it is a real tribute to the Over team in securing
this grant.

In a venture as large and complex as restoring 34 miles of
very derelict canal there are going to be both high spots and
low. We will take each in our stride and learn from them all.
This is all part of making progress.

@ Dick Skeet, Chairman
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Buying a Boat..”?
Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..”?

Whether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:

diesel » gas  pumpouts ¢ moorings ®
brokerage services ¢

boats for sale ¢ repair ¢

breakdown and refit work

» boat painting * 77,
ignwriting ¢ ~ A%
sgning: /
AN

www.alvechurch.com
Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcs B48 7SQ
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Co-0OPERATION & MONEY!

ick Skeet quite rightly reports on

the additional challenges of the
Aylestone Park Canal in this issue; this
is compensated by two bits of really
good news - one of great co-operation
and understanding, and the other (one
of our favourite topics) — money!

The co-operation and understanding
bit is, at times, almost as important as
money; this time is was really important
to the H&G CT. Our national volunieer
friends from Waterway Recovery
Group are well known to our regular
readers and we were delighted when
they agreed to visit us to help with the
work at Aylestone Park. Earlier editions
(including the last one) have already
reported on their help with preliminary
work on the Canal and works compound
at Aylestone Park.

Months ago a significant WRG
presence at Aylestone Park had been
planned for Easter. Then, at short notice,
we had to explain that no work would
now be possible on the Canal. What
would be the reaction of WRG - after all,
they are Warerway Recovery Group - not
‘Parks and Leisure Enterprises R Us’. Our
philosophy of embracing more than just
the canal corridor was explained and, in
particular, the commitment that we had
given to work with the Aylestone Park
Association and Herefordshire
Council to deliver the ‘linking
infrastructure’ (footpaths/cycleways etc),
plus conservation areas, as well as the
restored section of the Canal itsell. WRG
understood the approach and how all the
work related to the wider Canal *corridor’
and agreed to come for a shorter period
and helped strengthen the Parnership.

by Cliff Penny

It is very important that we continue
the good work that has commenced at
Aylestone in conjunction with
Community Service teams and the
Council. Brian Fox (see Confacis - inside
back page) would be pleased to hear of
more local volunteers to help during
regular work at weekends over the
coming months. We assure you this is a
very important part of successfully delivering
the Canal into the City, and without it we
would have lost the funding secured to date ...

Now FOR THE MONEY!

As Dick has reported, DEFRA have
awarded £186,000 towards the internal
fit out costs of ™ WHARF HOUSE. This is
in addition to the £50,000 Heritage
Lottery Fund grant (specifically for the
interpretative centre element) and to
£7,000 Landfill Tax money.

Having secured this essential funding
(our thanks to Nigel Bailey and ™ \WHARF
HOUSE team for successfully dealing with so
much paperwork!) ™ WHARF HOUSE
Company are now accelerating their
cfforts to complete the ground floor (and
manager’s flat) by next April - with the
rest to follow 12 months later. Continued
voluntary efforts are very much required
in order to deliver the fit out within what
is a very tight budget. If you were still
thinking about volunieering to help with
the fit out please get in touch with Wilf
Jones NOW as all volunteers can be
gainfully employed. Act NOW to be a
part of our next success!

@ CRP
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R ESTORATION

at Oxenhall

y the time you read this the

lock will be virtually complete
and we shall be working 200
yards down the canal on the Ell
Brook Aqueduct. The champagne
hasn't been cracked open yet as
we all have to drive home at the
end of the day but there may be a
little celebration at the official
completion ceremony on June
22nd. The public Open Day at
Oxenhall has been brought
forward this year to Sunday June
27th so why not come along and
inspect our handiwork.

The heavy replacement cill beam
has been lowered into place using
our trusty tractor and small
lengths were carefully sawn off
until it eventually slid into the slot
provided. There is a further beam
behind it to provide extra strength
and also to help anchor in the gate
when it is fitted. The gate stop
beam sits on top of the main beam
but has only been secured
temporarily as it may need
adjusting to fit snugly against the
gate. Further timbers are fitted
under the beam to act as a buffer
to boats entering the lock. All the
brickwork has been replaced
around the cill and final repointing
completed to some of the larger
stones near water level that were
missed before.

The towpath and bridge
approach have now been rebuilt 3

and graded using the surviving
design on the other side as a
model. Hundreds of pebbles have
been collected from various

* The completed lock chamber at Oxenhall with it's
stonework lovingly restored is once more in water.

The Wharfinger

6 Edition 82



sources 1o fill the brick
edged quadrant and the
towpath has been
raised by up to 2ft in
places to take account
of the new profile. The
finest soil was used to
grade the banks and the
whole area seeded with grass. Seed has
also been spread on the non towpath
side of the lock and in Nigel Freeman's
field where accumulations of sand,
gravel and concrete have been removed
from our old mixing site.

The tractor has been put to good use
ferrying all scaffolding poles, planks and
clips plus any unused stone and bricks
down to the yard by the aqueduct. A
small hiccup occurred when the tractor
suddenly stopped and refused to start
again. Fortunately, Steve, who is one our
newer members, and his dad diagnosed a
clogged fuel filter and soon had it going
again.

The temporary dam which has been
built about 60 yards below the lock to
create a pound has now been fitted with
an overflow pipe ready for the imminent
filling with water and a channel down
the far slope to take the overspill. Some
work still needs to be done to dredge the
spoil barrowed out of the lock at consid-
erable effort and 1o complete the banks of
the pound but we are awaiting the WRG
excavator, "blue”, which is still at
Hereford working in the Park at the time
of writing. That just leaves the lock
ladders which are being fabricated at this

Photos: Luclen Perring

6‘ The ‘Wrinklies' position the cill in the
chamber of the Lock.

moment and it is hoped they will be
ready for June.

Our yard at Oxenhall has been a
dumper graveyard for the last few years
but this is now changing. There has been
very little work for them lately although
two of the dumpers were in running
order but new legislation and insurance
requirements mean that roll bars have to
be fitted in future if they are to be used.
The costs are considered excessive and it
was decided to sell them if a buyer could
be found. It seemed unlikely that anyone
would be interested as they are both
fairly old but we were approached by a
gentleman who wanted dumpers, and
after inspection was very happy to take
ours. A deal was done and they were
driven away the next day. That leaves 2
others which are both in need of some
mechanical attention but there have
been enquiries and we are hopeful of
selling them for a reasonable sum. That
will leave the yard looking tidy but no
doubt something will turn up to fill the

gaps! ® BF
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Oxenhall Lock COMPLETION CERMONY

2

Tuesda;r, 22" June, 2004 at 5 pm

A formal ceremony to commemorate the completion of over
five years of restoration of the Lock structure by the Trust and
its volunteers; supported by Forest of Dean District Council.

Photo: Keith Kitson

---% ___________________________________

1 wish to contribute to the
H&GCT Restoration Fund:

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Tel:

[ wish The Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal
Trust to trear all subscriptions/donations that I make
from April 6 2000 until [ notify you otherwise, as
Gift Aid donations.

BANKERS ORDER

To: (name and address of your bank)

Please pay to account No. 11600694,
sorting code No. 16-21-20 of the
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust
at the Royal Bank of Scotland, 21, Broad
St, Hereford, HR4 9AP, the sum of

______on this day and thereafter
monthly on the 1st of the month until
further notice.

Signed: Date: Signed: Date:
My Account No:
Please return to:
Liz Connors, 18 St Ethelbert Close, Sttt Codes:
Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3BF
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R ESTORATIONUﬁmd,

Over the next few years we have very ambitious
plans for restoration of the Canal between the two
cities, providing new opportunities for walkers, cyclists,
boaters and all lovers of the countryside, as well as boosting
tourist income along the route.

All this, of course, requires money as well as volunteers'
time. We have sought grant funding and have had '
some success — winning specific bids for projects at
™ WHARF House and Aylestone Park, but apart from
this, we are dependent on income from Trust
membership and donations and from fundraising events.

The Restoration Fund has been running now for three years and
it has supported some very good projects at Over. This year
it was the turn of Oxenhall. ..

How 1T WoORKS:

We invite members and supporters to contribute a small,
regular payment each month which will help finance
specific projects.

+ Contributors pay a minimum of £3 per month by Standing

Order. Gift Aid can enhance this at no cost to the contributor S
The Restoration Fund has

¢ Annually, The Wharfinger will report how the money has helped us with work on
been spent specific projects over the
last three years:
+ Annually, we invite contributors to an exclusive social event .« jn 2001, the Extraction

at an H&G restoration venue that has progressed during the Channe! at Over
previous year for a talk and/or tour and a buffet / BBQ. « In 2002, " WHARF
HoOuSE car park

Thank you, for your support (i el
S 24
Restoration Fund BBQ
Tuesbpay, 22" JuUNE, ‘04, at OXENHALL LOCK

or—

By invitation only — annual gathering of contributors to the Restoration Fund
to hear what their contributions have funded over the previous 12 months.
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“AYLESTONE PARK
EANAL PROJECT

Well there might be a lack of Canal photographs on
this page but you can see from what there is that
the Canal Trust and Waterway Recovery Group can not
be deterred by a few last minute changes of plan - even if
they are major ones.

As reported elsewhere, at the very last minute all the
Canal silt was declared as polluted with heavy metals and
therefore, merely days before excavation was due to take
place, we had to cancel all the work on the Canal itself.
Never ones 1o be stopped by such ‘challenges” we merely
altered the focus of the major work planned at Easter and
over a 5 day Bank Holiday ‘weekend’ (rather than the
originally planned 10 day WRG Camp) focussed on other
elements of the Park - namely the footpaths connecting the
Canal out into the local community. There was certainly
no shortage of work for the team, as that network extends
to some 2.5km, and about a third of that length had been
built by the end of April thanks to a further London WRG
visit the weekend after Easter, and quite a lot of input from
the ‘local’ team.

The Park now boasts a meandering footpath circuit
across the hill overlooking the Canal and already the spoil
that has been graded into the downhill side of the paths is
greening up. Some of the paths take what look like the
mosl circuitous route imaginable - this is so that they are

all accessible by the disabled even though they are

With a variety of large machines, huge i, fact climbing up a very steep hill. Up at the top

heaps of graded stone and some rolls
of membrane, WRG and our own
Aylestone volunteers landscaped the

of the hill there will be view points constructed
later in the year from which you can see the Canal

zig-zag paths around Aylestone Hill. line disappearing into the distance from both sides

The Wharfinger
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From the top of Aylestone Hill the graded paths zig-zag down to the East and to the West. :

of the Park site,

Specialist advice is now being sought
by our bulk excavation and plant hire
pariner, Keyway, prior to detailed
proposals and costs being produced for
the removal of the silt from the Canal.
The Trust, in partnership with
Herefordshire Council, will then seek
additional funding to complete the
restoration of the Canal within the site.
Inevitably this process takes some time
and so there will be some delay before
the Canal can be brought back into water
- but we are all working very closely
together 1o see the restoration completed
at the very carliest opportunity,

The most important thing this spring is
that, despite the challenge of the Canal,
both the Canal Trust and WRG
volunteers continued to work at the Park
site and kept the Project as a whole alive.
If we had not continued and all pulled
together then we would have lost the
£100,000 funding from the Living Spaces
Fund and there would have been very
serious consequences for the Project as a
whole as the volunteers labour was the
key element of ‘match funding’.

Work will continue over the summer
with both the Canal Trust team on a
Saturday and the Community Service
team on a Sunday. These teams will
carry on with the paths, including the
path taking the Canal towpath over the
top of Aylestone Tunnel, In addition the
first of the viewpoints will be created and

extensive fencing erected around the
site. Whilst the volunteers continue with
these works, Herefordshire Council will
be constructing the entrance into the
site, and placing the electricity cables
across the site underground. At the
same time they will be installing the
drainage on the lower part of the site.

Although not part of the Aylestone
site, whilst reporting on Hereford we
should also say that the Harpers site in
the centre of the City has now been
cleared of its buildings prior to its
development for 14 houses this summer.
This will see the back half of the site
given to the Canal Trust, and all the
properties paying an annual sum
towards the management and
maintenance of the Canal, just like at
Over. This is very important as it is
crucial that we develop long term income
streams to support the running costs and
management of the Canal so that our
hard won funds can go towards
continued restoration and do not, in
years to come, merely get swallowed up
by the costs of maintaining and
managing the lengths we have restored.

Back at Aylestone there will be much
to do over the summer so new volunteers
would be very welcome. @ DRP

Aylestone Park (Hereford)

new volunteers please contact ...

Saturdays: Brian Fox (01432 358628)
Martin Danks (01432 544488)

The Wharfinger
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Our year started, FEBRUARY 28™ AND
29" with our visit to Tractor World at
Malvern Showground. This has now
grown to be a major event in the vintage
tractor calendar and consequently the
numbers attending has risen. Tom and
Derek set up the stand and were helped
over the weekend by Ray and Barbara,
Pat, Janet and Becca and Charlie. A
good start to the year and plenty of
interest in the Canal.

4tH ApriL and it was the Gloucester
Boat Jumble, Ray Moses sent the
following report: -

Having received no less than two car
boot loads of goodies from Tim Burgin
from Walsall and other items from
members nearer home - especially Alan
Keef and Cliff Penny - we found
ourselves with an estate car and trailer
loaded to capacity.

We left home at 6.30 a.m. muffled up
with warm clothes and waterproofs and
armed with flasks of coffee and soup.
Thankfully, the weather stayed mainly

dry, but very windy. The gusts were so
strong that stock and leaflets went flying
and at times we were afraid the whole
stall might take off.

We sold steadily throughout the day
and received further donations (which
we sold also) from members and well
wishers who did not leave their names.
This year we had help from Jenny
williams and it was just as well as we
were very busy at times. The final take
was £330 and a new membership.

Barbara and T must thank all who
donated items, Jenny Williams for her
invaluable help and cheerful company,
and also Mike Wood and the Friends of
the National Waterways Museum for a
an excellently organised event.

Our thanks to Ray, Barbara and
everyone else for yet another very
successful Jumble

By the time you read this we shall be
into the swing of the summer season — so
any offers of help gratefully received.

o M

Dutings in 200¢

Crick Boat Show, Northamptonshire
Hartpury College Open Day, Gloucestershire

June 26-27 Braunston Working Boats Show, Northamptonshire

May 29-31

June 5

June 27 Oxenhall Open Day
July 3-4 Saul Canal Festival
July 17-18 Marcle Steam Fair
July 31 All Saints, Hereford
Aug 28-30

National Waterways Festival, Burton-on-Trent
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Those passing through Dymock in
recent years will have seen that the
road off in the centre of the village, over
the former railway bridge, boasted a
weight limit sign. If you had ever
wandered under the bridge and looked
up vou would have seen holes in the
steel beams of the bridge deck and had
no doubt as to why the signs were
there!

But why is news of a railway bridge
appearing here? Well a year or so ago
Gloucestershire County Council decided
that the time had come to bring the
bridge back up to specification. Their
first option was to put in a much smaller
culvert just for pedestrians and then fill
the rest of the void with foamed
concrete. Nothing to do with us you
might think, as the Canal never went on
this line. Well, yes, the rail bridge is off
the historic line of the Canal but only by
about 50 vards and for many years the
railway has been protected through
Dymock as the future line of the Canal -

el

one of the main attractions heing the
intact bridge under the road.

A quick phone call to the County
Council’s team lead to a realisation that
the structure was protected for the Canal
and the option of merely replacing the
original steel and brick deck with a
concrete one came back to the fore.
Before we knew it we were being
consulted on the colour for the concrete -
which in the end is black to match the
steel which was there before.

So thanks to the support of
Gloucestershire County Council and the
Policies of Forest of Dean District Council,
another structure for the Canal has been
restored, and is now sat in resplendent
glory just waiting for the Canal to be
restored underneath it in due time.

We must of course apologise to the
people of Dymock, and those who
regularly pass over the bridge, for
delaying their journeys for several
months — but hopefully the linished
structure is worth the wait. 9 prp

The Wharfinger
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=4 ¢ SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

Monthly Gatherings at The Verzon by Janet Moult

EVERYONE IS WELCOME to our monthly meetings held on
the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for 8pm start.

Why not join the 50-60 strong attendance at our highly
successful socials_for an enjoyable evening!

Jun 15TH
Annual General Meeting
7.30 p.m. start

After the business of the evening,
Nigel Bailey will give us a slide
presentation of current progress

along the length of the Canal R et
“* The meetings are held at The Verzon,

vo— Trumpet, nr. Ledbury situated on the

Sy 2 A438 Hereford to Ledbury road, half a
Slides from the 70’s mile on the Ledbury side of Trumpet

Ehag hocn div o oniiesilon crossroads (junction of the A438 with
Janet has been given a larg the A417).

of slides to use for fund raising -

so she thought it would be good to PARKING AT THE VERZON
look at some of them this evening Please park in the overflow car park - inside
before she sells them. the entrance on the right - for all meefings.

R 2

AucusT 17TH
Natter and Noggin

An informal gathering to catch up on
news and happenings within the
Trust. Everyone welcome.

@

SEPTEMBER 14TH

Details of Speaker to be confirmed
in the next edition.
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4@ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING @@
L’f the
HEREFORDSHIRE AND GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST

WORKING TOGETHER IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE

to be held on TUESDAY, 15™ JUNE, 2004
at the THE VERZON, TRUMPET,
NEAR LEDBURY, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.

CANE LTS
&
Dno1e +®

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS
FOR YEAR ENDING 28™ FEBRUARY 2004

<&

AGENDA

Welcome and formal opening of the meeting
Chairman'’s Report

Group Reports

i T B

To receive and approve the report of Council, the Income and
Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet of the Trust (and associated
Company) for the year ended 28th February 2004, Report of the
Honorary Auditor theron, and the Report of the Honarary Treasurer

To Appoint the Auditors of the Trust (and associated Companies)

6. To Re-appoint those Council Members retiring by rotation who offer
themselves for re-election:—

Liz Connors; Brian Fox; Nigel Jefferies
7. Close of Formal Business

The Wharfinger 15 Edition 82



—4@¢@ ANNUAL REPORT @@$=—

FOR YEAR ENDED 281H FEBRUARY, 2004

his is the twelfth Annual Report of
the Herefordshire and Gloucester-
shire Canal Trust Limited [a non-profit
distributing company [formed in April
1992, No0.2704407], which is a Registered
Charity [1010721] and of the wholly
owned Trading Company - Hereford-
shire and Gloucestershire Canal
(Sales) Ltd. [2710215]]. They replaced
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society which was launched in 1983.
It is also the first report of ™ WHARF HOUSE
COMPANY LT1D. [4627931], the wholly
owned subsidiary of the Canal Trust,
donating all profits to canal restoration.
The Canal Trust is indebted to its Council
of Management, and to the Trading Company
Beard; during the period under review
[year ended 28th February 2004] those
listed below have been members:-
COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
OF THE CANAL TRUST
( 12 moxTHs T0 28-2-04)
Nigel Bailey; Tony Austin-Bailey; Liz
Connors; Brian Fox; Nigel Jefferies;
Caroline Jones (IWA Nominee); Janet
Moult; Cliff Penny; David Penny; Dick
Skeet; Heather Worth
TRADING COMPANY
H&GC (SALEs) LD
{12 moxTHS T0 28-2-04)
Tom Bennet; Liz Connors; Simon Dyer;
Ray Moses; Barbara Moses; Janet Moult;
Penny Shetliffe; Pat Skeet; Derek Weaver
™ \WHARF HOUSE COMPANY
(14 moNTHS TO 28-2-04)
Caroline Jones; Wilf Jones; Liz Connors;
Nigel bailey; David Penny; Paul Brown;
Mark Davies; Adrian Fry; Roy Jamieson;
Maggie Jones.
Ttalics indicates not a Director.

This has been another highly successful
year for the Trust in all areas of its
activity. Membership has risen steadily
throughout the period and the financial
position has remained sound.

This has been the first full year of
operation of the Trust’s second Trading
Company, ™ WHARF House COMPANY,
Monthly open days have been held at
Over Basin and have included tours of the
Wharf House itself. The fitting out of the
building has proceeded apace assisted by
a significant grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund and the Company remains
on target for opening Phase One of its
operation in Spring 2005.

The Trust's original trading company
j-f‘B*g Canal Sales has also had a highly
successful year, providing a steady income
stream for the Trust and promoting
restoration of the canal at both local and
national events. The Crick Boat Show and
National Waterways Festival at Pangbourne
were both highly rewarding venues.

On the canal itself, this year has seen
the completion of the restoration of House
Lock, Oxenhall, a Grade II listed building,
which had deteriorated to a very poor
state of repair requiring the replacement
of almost all of the existing visible
stonework. Steady work over several years
supported financially by the Forest of
Dean District Council now means that the
lock requires little more than gates and
paddle gear to be fully operational. These
items will be fitted in due course when a
sufficient length of canal is open for
navigation to warrant it. A further
section of the canal towards the Ell Brook
aqueduct has been excavated and
attention has been turned to the aqueduct
itself. Further towards Newent,
preliminary restoration work has begun
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on the site of the former Railway station —
once the canal wharf.

In Herefordshire work has concentrated
on a new restoration site on the outskirts
of Hereford itself. This work is being
carried out in association with the
Aylestone Park Association, in partnership
with Herefordshire Council. Funding for
the canal restoration has been secured as
part of an award of £100,000 from the
Living Spaces Fund - the largest grant yet
to be made under this scheme and one
singled out by the Deputy Prime Minister
in the House with praise for the high level
of partnership demonstrated by the
Project. Undergrowth clearance of the
canal corridor through this section has
now been completed.

In the City itself a Section 106 Planning
Agreement has been concluded with the
developer of the Newtown Road-Burcott
Road site such that half the site, the
original line of the canal, will be
transferred to Trust ownership and each
of the 14 new properties will make an
annual financial contribution, in
perpetuity, towards the maintenance of

the canal in Hereford.

In the long term, perhaps the most
significant development of all has been
the publication of the Herefordshire
Council's plans for the redevelopment of
the Edgar Street - Widemarsh Street area
of the City - the Edgar St. Grid. Under
these proposals the northern half of the
grid will be centred around a fully
restored canal basin with housing, shops,
restaurants, a hotel and Canal Visitor
Centre, the latter along the lines of The
Wharf House, but very much larger. The
proposals also include arrangements for
the canal corridor from the City Centre to
beyond the Roman Road. Taken as a
whole, these developments confirm the
strong support of the Herefordshire
Council for the restoration of the canal.

Canal Restoration is notoriously slow,
but we are pleased to report signs of
steady progress. We are confident that
momentum is building in both
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire and
that further evidence of this will be shown
in coming years.

@ Dick Skeet, Chairman, May, 2004

<«

Apart from the formal business there will be a lively mix of overhead projections
and commentary on the successes of the year. Light refreshments will be
available. Members and friends will be made very welcome.

3

Summary (abridged) Accounts will be included as
a loosc insert ¢ for Memtbers) or Members may obtain a
full set by sending a large SAE 1o the Treasurer; they
will also be available at the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to vote at an AGM
may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her stead. A proxy
must be someone entitled to vote at the meeting.
Proxy forms are available from Liz Connors. The forms
must be completed, signed and returned to her so that
they are received at least 48 hours prior to the
commencement of the AGM.

We aim to allow people ample time for general
questions after the close of formal business. Prior
notice of questions should ensure a comprehensive
response and would be greatly appreciated.

Note regarding Agenda item No.6; one third of the
Members of the Managing Council are required 10
stand down each vear. All those standing down
(listed at 6. on p.15) are offering themselves for re-
election unless otherwise stated. New volunteers to
serve on the Council of Management are welcome;
as reported on p.23 of the last edition of The
Wharfinger formal Nominations (on forms
obtainable from the Treasurer) have to be received
between 18" May and 8" June. The maximum size of
the CoiM is 18 and, unless new nominations bring
the total in excess of this number, the above stated
Members will be returned un-opposed. The CofM is
also empowered to Co-opt Members during the yvear
(subject to the maximum size not being exceeded).
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i MEMBERSHIP FORM New member D Renewal D Gift D

i
Please print thank you.

Name

Address

Post Code Tel.

Details please of any skills which might assist us in our work?

GIFT AID: as a Registered Charity we can increase our income from subscriptions, and any donations,
by almost one third provided vou pay tax. If you DON'T pay tax or DON'T want us to do this tick this box. D

FOR SUBSCRIPTION RATES PLEASE SEE INSIDE BACK COVER. M,embership £

Please help us 1o keep our Subscription Rate low by making a donation.
Thank you.

(Do not detach) Total Payment £

BANKERS ORDER To

(Name and address of your bank)
Please pay to account No. 11600694, sorting code No. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust at the Royal Bank of Scotland, 21 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AP.

The sum of £ “on this day and thereafter, Annually (on the anniversary} until further notice.
*Please insert above the amount of your subscription and any voluntary donation, thank you.

My A/C No. Signed Date

(Your name and address to be given above)
This Cancels any previous Bankers Order in favour of the Trust.

Credit Card Mandate:
If you would prefer to pay annually by credit card please tick this box: D

Please enter our Grand Holiday Draw!
YOU could win a superb holiday whilst supporting us!

Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust - HEGC Sales

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW

NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY /or FOUR
Fri snd s a nd ONE WEEK PRIOR TO 31/5/05 Donated by Black Prince Holidays

. Exciong Bank Holaas
(=3 l ¥ ———
colleagues W m TWO VP tickets 1o The London Boat Show 2005
b aqgr for + overalghl stay al tep hotel. Comwediy Britinh Marine Paderation
3 great holiday m One night B&B for two people a
Gl o 1 Three Choirs Vineyard & Restaurant, Newent, Glos.
for just &1 = Froaster v . Cosner, 18 St Eveleri Cive Safon St Michols Nrefrd NR1 38
& Prizes o be drawa
Natianal Waterways Festival,

Burten on Trent o 30/08/2004 e miokers £ v

Additional Tickets available from: Janet Moult, at the AGM;
or at the monthly Social Evenings; or see the Contacts page, (fnside back cover).
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=——=4¢ OVER OPEN DAYS @@Pp—

We wondered if March was a little early in the year for our first Open Day of
the year but we were pleasantly surprised by the numbers who attended. As
usual there was a mixture of people returning to see our progress and others
visiting for the first time. If you have not been to visit us yet this year, remembe

it is the last Sunday of every month through to October.

At 12.30pm each Open day
there is a conducted tour of
= \WHARF House
If anyone would like to Summer Open Days This is where to find us
help with Open Days
(or just for half the day), 30TH Mav ¢ N
either with the 2771H JUNE g
Refreshments or Sales, 25T1TH JuLy Gvg'r_':a"m OVER f
ahop
o “’g;'; get‘e";fr"wm"d 29T1H AucGusT +p BASIN | |2
Any donated home-made "" —_— ll_( " Ny—
cakes would also be e L W
gratefully received. Autumn Open Days & East
8
P'?_}zas%:!g:fd 26TH SEPTEMBER s
(see inside back cover) 31sT OCTOBER g
19 Edition 82
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE [gA{3iy

QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974 BOAT CENTRE

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell — we can advise on design or build e
to your specification - our quotes will please you.
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered.

FEDERATION

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
SHIRE range of engines.

CANAL COLLECTION

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOP, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MAIL: sales@ severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
—_— ]
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he winter months have provided an
Topporlunily for maintenance work
on Mister Maysey. Ron Mogg of
Joseph Rice kindly lifted the boat out
of the water to enable us to work on the
hull. This has now been scraped and
re-surfaced with a coat of black
protective paint - the last time we did
this was in 2000 when we first acquired
the boat. We have also fitted new oak
rubbing strips. These were cut from
some 8-foot timber we had on site by
Rooksmoor Timber at Brimscombe
who specialise in oak products and
their bandsaw made light work of the
job of cutting and shaping the strips.
Mister Maysey is now afloat once again
and the strips are being painted.
Talking of painting, the site hut and
shipping containers have been painted
on their lock ends to make them look
rather less conspicuous. The colour is

Roy fits new rubbing strips to
v the sides of Mister Maysey.

“The WharfinBer

“Photos: Nigel Bailey

A No, this isn't one of our volunteers sleeping

rough, it's Roy Jamieson painting the
underside of Mister Maysey!

"clay brown" which seemed entirely
appropriate for a canal site.

Believe it or not, a good number more
bricks have been picked out from the
remains of the cottage and these have
been palleted. A lot of effort has also
gone into moving and tidying the pallets
and other building materials, around the
whole of the site. A hired telehandler
made the job a manageable one.

We have continued to transplant trees
from the nursery bed. Hazels have been
planted to form an under-storey to Ash
near the osier bed, hollies have moved to
shady parts of the wood and alders have
found new homes on the canal edge of
the wood. The snowdrops planted in
both the wood and hedgelines over the
last 2 years are now looking impressive.

We have now collected the purpose
made blue bullnose bricks needed for the
final course on the silt trap. These were
made for us by Ibstock so that each brick
tapers a little. This is necessary for laying
them effectively in a tight circle. Without
the taper they would have had to be laid
with a very wide mortar joint on the
outside which would weaken the top of
the structure and not have looked very
professional ¢ NB

(L8]
—
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.

IDWINTER TRANSPORT::

ESTABLISHED 19 YEARS

With full range of vehicles including

M flat curtain sided and refrigerated M
M from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle B B Nationwide B

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk
email: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk

e e "
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L E..J "ME\N/HARF
Esmes | [HOUSE

Well, I think earlier pages have
somewhat stolen our thunder this
edition, but 18months of protracted
negotiations we have at last got the ‘big
grant’ that we have been working on.
That £186,000 from DEFRA is the
largest grant we have ever received, and
follows on from the £50,000 from the
Lottery Heritage Fund for " WHARF
House which was the previous largest
grant - which must show the support
the funding bodies have for our concept
of making the Canal as financially
self-sustainable as possible, as
demonstrated at ™ WHARF HOUSE.

At last it also means that we can now
make more rapid progress and by the
time you read this we will be letting
contracts with the electricians and the
plasterers for the ground floor of the
building — which will open on 16™ April
next year. To achieve that opening we

will also need the manager’s flat,

Dates for the next Weekend Work-in are: -

May 22/23, June 25/26/27/28 (4 days),
July 24/25

Lunches will be provided at the weekends.

The tasks are varied and experience is either
gained or shared between volunteers. If you

regular Saturdays and Wednesday teams,
please contact us (defails are also be!ow)'
'.'i‘-‘&('v 251 VLY
= WHARF HOUSE - Wilf Jones (01452 413 888)
Wednesdays - Ted Beagles (01452 522 648)
Weekends/work-ins - Maggie Jones (01452 618 010)

B R R T W L T

are able to join us in these work-ins, or on our

stairwell, corridors,
office and staff room
completed as well, in
addition to all the
external arcas. It’s a
big task for volunteers,
but at least we now
have the resources to make it happen
(and to open the B+B element in 2006
as well) so long as we follow our normal
procedures of securing as much ‘in kind’,
or discounted, as possible. We can really
now make progress and there is lots for
volunteers of any ability to do, so please
come and join us, even if only for a few
hours. (Details below left) & DRP

€ Above: The walls at the top of the stairs
are built.

Below: The ceilings of the of the tea room

and visitor centre are plaster-boarded.

5
E
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Taving successfully organised Over toolstore and associa

R Bur
ted matters, Mem

Boonham was also asked to take on our new role of Lengthsman for the Over section of

the Canal. Here is his first report...

During my working life I have had a
number of very interesting jobs; I
was an RAF aircraft engineer, a garage
proprietor, a county beekeeper and now
the crowning glory, a canal lengthsman
- what an achievement!

When this job was first announced it
sounded right up my street and I was
keen to volunteer, however when I read
the job description, 1 suddenly realised
that I was responsible for just about
anything to do with the canal and its
surrounds bar actually digging it.
Fortunately though, the final para said,
'I was not actually expected to do any work,
merely observe and report any problenis to
my line manager' (who has yet to be
designated, but I think it’s Wilf).

A stroll round the site with our old
Cavalier King Charles spaniel, Rupert,
seemed a good way to fill in a couple of
hours every week and Rupert was very
keen. Now although I am reasonably
observant I don't think that I would have
made a detective, although I did
apprehend a person trying to make off
with the Boat Club’s dinghy (though he
denied all knowledge of it) and I am very
suspicious as to why the dumper truck
had run out of diesel fuel last month
when we came to move it off the flood
plain. Those incidents aside the job has
not taxed me too much, although the

pheasants think they are seeing rather
too much of Rupert.

Many of you will know that some of
the land which we own at Over is a small
nature reserve, and that we have done
(and are still carrying out) a lot of work
to ensure that it is as wildlife friendly as
possible. Some large and dangerous trees
have been felled; to help balance that we
have planted hundreds to replace them.
This of course provides shelter and food
for many species of wildlife and in
particular, ‘birds’.

As a fellow of the RSPB I thought it
incumbent on me to help our feathered
friends as much as possible. Last year
you may recall we had a blue tit nest
between the doorskins of the Tool Store
using the redundant lock as an entrance.
Those babies must have found it all a
tight squceze as the skins are just
1'/zinches apart. Also a great tit nested in
the outlet pipe to the water pump! This
made me think we could do with a few
nest boxes for this site, so late last year I
wrote off to the RSPB for some plans.
They sent me a number of drawings back
and Keith and I resolved to manufacture
some. Unfortunately so far, due to other
commitments on the site we have not
started, but I am resolved to make a start
this year.
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Well it has since occurred to me that I
am being rather selfish about this and
that there may well be someone out
there who would like to take on this
project which will consist of building a
series of nest boxes, getting them
positioned (with help of course) and
monitoring who uses them during the
season. This will allow me to get on with
the vital task of lengthsman, i.e. seeing
that nobody has stolen any part of the
canal, checking the tadpoles and
counting the fish eic. Any volunteers
then? Oh, and as an incentive you can
use the workshop. This year as well we
hope to do a survey of the fish that have
established themselves in the canal,
there must be some of a reasonable size
or why else would the heron be there,
another indicator is that the stickleback
and minnow numbers have gone right
down and its not the heron that’s eating
them.

We appear to have solved the problem
with the blanket weed by placing bales of
barley straw in the canal. Apparently,
this has an enzyme in it that suppresses
the development of blanket weed. In fact
the little floating islands of straw proved
irresistible to the resident moorhens who
last year built a nest on it and raised
several chicks. Amazing really as the nest
was totally exposed.

Last month I found a 12" long flatfish
on the bank by the dam , I could hardly
believe my eyes! A possible explanation
for its appearance was that the heron had
caught it but, as it was so wide, it simply
couldn't swallow it. Any ideas on a post
card please and leave them with the sales
volunteers at the next Open Day!

This will be an occasional article, but if
anyone would like a point raised or an
observation made please contact me; my
telephone number is on the back page.

“ 1B

GEOprojects

Award winning maps & atlases

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

cruising maps ...
® Basingstoke Canal £4.00
® Birmingham Canal Navigations £4.75
* The Broads £4.75
® Caledonian Canal and ihe Great Glen £4.75
® (Cowentry and Ashby Canals £475
Including the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
® Forth & Ciyde and Union Canals £4.75
T N
1 Bir o
Map 2 Braunston fo Kings €475
Map 3 Fenny Straiford fo the Thames £4.75
Map 4 Leicester Line, Soar Navigation £4.75
and Erewash Canal
® Huddersfield Broad and Narrow Canals £4.00
* |nland Waterways of Britain (68 route planner)  £5.75
® Kennet and Avon Canal £475
® Lee and Stort Navigations £4.00
® Leeds and Liverpool Canal €475
® Llangollen and Montgomery Canals £4.75
® Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals £4.00
* Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal £4.00
® (Oxford Canal €475
® Shropshire Union Canal E4T5
* Sputh Pennine Ring €475
* Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal with the £4.75
River Severn and Gloucester & Sharpness Canal
* Siratiord-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon  €4.75
® Thames, the river and the path €475
® Thames and London Rings Atlas £11.78
® Trent and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Presion Brook o Fradiey Junction £4.75
Map 2 Great Haywood Juncon to Gromwed Lock £4.75
* Worcester and Birmingham Canal £4.00
with the Droitwich Canals

Available from shops and waterside outlets or direct from:
(‘L()pm;:m (UK) Lid

8 Southern Court * South Strect
Reading * RG1 4QS.
Telephone: 0118 939 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7356
E-mail: sales®geoprojects.demon.co.uk
Wiebsite: www.,

geoprojects.nct
Call for details of credit card payment.
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CORPORATE

SPOTLIGHT

PHIL KENNEDY

I
e

- Phil Kennedy and his
Wife, Claire, are Life

Members of the H&G CT. Phil is a profes-
sional Piano Technician and his business has
very kindly donated £250 specifically for paint
at The Wharf House. They are keen narrow-
boaters who are looking forward to the day
when they can cruise the H&G!

Philip Kennedy offers a professional and
efficient service in tuning, servicing and general
repair and renovation of quality pianos and
other stringed keyboard instruments. Philip has
worked in the piano industry for more than
twenty years, and he has considerable
experience in the tuning and repair of many
types of piano. Instruments can be tuned and
serviced for domestic clients, but preparation of

RICHARDSON

School of Motoring

contact
Dave Hall
A.D.l. RoSPA D.I.A. LA.M.

Phone 01432 270552
or 07761 177529

As reqular readers will know, the Canal Trust has very supportive Corporate
Members; also, from time to time, a non-Corporate Member businesses
assisis the Canal Trust in some way. Where this support is £250 or more (or
equivalent, if “in kind’) then the business is made an honorary Corporate
RN Mentber for two years as a token of our appreciation.

instruments for professional concerts and
recordings are a speciality. The skilled tuning of
grand pianos for concerts and recording work
extends throughout the West Midlands.

Pianos are also available for sale. Concert
piano hire can be arranged using Steinway and
Yamaha pianos which are personally selected.

A professional service is offered for both
upright and grand pianos. This includes
complete refurbishment. Detailed written
estimates are given for all recommended work,
which also carries a warranty. All casework
repairs can be undertzken, from minor repairs
in situ, both on traditionally polished surfaces
and on modern polyester. The complete re-
finishing of the casework of the piano to a high
standard can be arranged, including the
replacement of damaged veneer where
necessary.

New and second-hand pianos are available for
sale and all used instruments are restored to
best working order with a warranty. Links with
many of the leading dealers in the UK piano
industry mean that informed advice on all
aspects of the purchase of an instrument can be
given. A full range of accessories is available.

Philip Kennedy is a Fellow of the Institute of
Musical Instrument Technology (FIMIT). a
Member of the Pianoforte Tuners' Association
(MPTA) and holds a diploma in piano playing
from Trinity College of Music, London (LTCL).
He works with a team of experienced profes-
sional piano technicians throughout the UK, and
personally oversees all work.

Phillip Kennedy, 10 Penn Grove Road,
Hereford, HR1 1BH
tel/fax:01432 276 676

[mobile 07889 602 200]

e-mail admin@phillipkennedy.co.uk
web site: phillipkennedy.co.uk
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The Right Tools &

Now where have I
heard that before?

for the Job!

s usual, I begin my report with my
Agrateful thanks to the following people
who have so generously given gifts of tools
and equipment to the toolstore. You will
all, T am sure, be pleased to know that, in
terms of engineering, we are now able to
tackle most jobs that come along. This
saves the Trust money and also gives me,
and my mate Keith, the satisfaction of a
job well done.

So, our thanks to Janet Moult for a
number of excellent wood working tools
which had belonged to her late husband
Brian, to Lyndon Bowen for a bench
grinder, to Colin Scrivener for a large
toolbox full of essential engineering tools,
from Keith an electric drill, from Mike
Bowden, Dave Mordaunt miscellaneous
tools and finally to Tan Coleman, ADM
Milling, Healings Mill, Tewkesbury, Glos
for 2 four wheel trolleys and to Simon
Hayward for repairing them. We have
just started work refurbishing the two
trolleys that Simon obtained for us, they
should prove very useful for moving
heavier loads around the site when they
are finished.

There has been a change of plan for
some of our now redundant plant, the
cost of fitting anti-roll bars to the dumper
trucks proved to be simply uneconomic
so we are in the process of disposing of
them. Three from Oxenhall have already
found new homes, but some others are
still available, so if you would like a
dumper truck painted yellow, and nicely
run in, give me a call.

Andrew Sykes have examined and
serviced the water pump but the final two
spare parts needed are proving very
difficult to find, but we are keeping our

fingers crossed,
it may make
Aylestone Park yet.

The inventory check went very well, in
fact the only item missing is a set of bolt
croppers so if anybody knows of there
whereabouts please give me a call. We are
getting into more and more landscaping
and gardening work so spare or surplus
garden tools would be appreciated, we
have lots of shovels but no garden
spades. While on the subject of
gardening, a remedy for getting rid of
docks would be well received as well.

This has been a short report because for
much of the Winter we have all been
working in ™ WHARF HOUSE, but, with
the better weather we fine weather birds
will soon be out and about in shorts and
T shirts and the tool store will be much
busier again. In fact the first mowing of
the season took place two weeks ago,
now there's a cheering thought.” Till next

Amehen. @ TB (The Toolman)

|\ reanmed )

Do you use products in aluminium
cans? Are you willing to save the cans
fand  perhaps  persuade  your
neighboursjwork colleagues to do so too)?
Do you live in the area south of
Hereford City, towards Ross and
Monmouth? Then Mrs Pamela Day
wants to hear from you (see p.15 of
edition 80 for further details) on 01432
275443 or contact her or husband,
Alan, by e-mail: allan_day(@ lineone.net

All proceeds are donated 1o the HEG CT.
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On the Trail of the

Soft Red Osier

HEG CT Member, and Over voluniteer, Mike Bowden has
been undertaking what might be defined as horticultural
historical research. It all started after we found that the
Canal Company Minutes for 1795 record a decision ..."
buy a quantity of soft red osier sets...not exceeding 20,000

and plant them in the Vinevard Hills".

he Vineyard Hills are the fields

immediately to the north-west of
the new Swan Hill homes and they
drop down to the line of the canal as it
heads towards Lassington. However,
the 1840’s tythe maps show these fields
as pastureland and it may be the osiers
were planted along the canal banks or
in the lowland between the canal and
the river Leadon. Today, no trace of any
red stemmed osier (willow used for
basketry) can be found near Over,

Once the major work on the first phase
of the restoration of Over Basin was
completed in 2000 it was decided to try
to re-establish a small osier bed and
stock it with ‘soft red’ osiers as a further
historical connection. A small area north
of the old mill leat was thought suitable
and was dug over to remove the nettles
and burdock. Enquiries to a number of
sources, such as I.ong Ashton Rescarch

The Wharkinger-

o

willow varieties!), Westonbirt Arboretum
and Gloucester Folk Museum, about the
precise identity of the soft red osier, were
inconclusive. RHS thought it was
probably a variety of salix x rubra (a cross
between S. purpurea and S.viminalis).
Pershore College suggested the red
stemmed Salix alba Chermesina also
known as Salix alba ‘Britzensis’. These
were seen growing as a colourful winter
feature at Westonbirt and as they had
offered us some rods after their annual
pruning it was decided to give them a
try. Cuttings about 250mm long were
made from the rods and planted in
spring 2002, and by the autumn the
result was ....... complete failure, not a
single cutting had rooted! So much for
willows being very easy to grow.

In spring 2003 some rooted plants of
Britzensis were obtained from a nursery
near Dymock and it was comforting to

discover that the ‘urs y had difﬁcuh"—

| Above: Mike Bowden with osier cuttings
4 Below: The osier nursery at Over




striking cuttings of that variety! At the
same time cuttings of Salix triandra ‘Black
Maul" and Salix purpurea ‘Leentjes’ were
planted to experiment to find which
varieties would do well at the site. Black
Maul is widely grown in Somerset for
basketry, and for the production of artists
charcoal; Leentjes has bright green stems
and is also used for basketry. Despite
browsing by rabbits and suspected
muntjac deer, also autumn drought, and
shading by ash trees, a good proportion of
each has survived, especially the Leentjes,
which must be bitter and unappetising to
the browsers.

This spring (2004) some of the shading
ash trees have been coppiced and the
staves used to make a woven fence near
the mill leat. The willow planting is
being further diversified with another six
varieties that may have a number of
uses:-

Salix purpurea ‘Green Dicks’ used in

basket making

Salix purpurea ‘Daphnoides” mottled

dark red used in basket making

Salix triandra ‘Zwarte Driebast’ dark

brown used in coarse basketry and
hurdles
Chinese willow... ornamental bright
green stems

Salix triandra x viminalis Q83" used in
hurdles, living sculpture, and for
biomass

Salix aegyptica or the musk willow,
possible use in basketry.

The willows should provide a shrub
layer, provide cover for small mammals
and birds, also attract insects that will be
a food source for birds such as the willow
tit. Hopefully there will also be a crop of
rods available for some of the above uses.

We would be pleased to hear from
anyone who can throw further light on
the identity of the ‘soft red’ osier, or who
can offer cuttings of red stemmed willow
growing locally and of known

provenance. * MJB

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer
right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and

Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. noccr

“o WAL, .
For further details please s SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194])

The Wharfinger Edition 82



—— CANALCRAET —

N

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Ltd., Mill Wharf, Gayton Road, Blisworth, Northants NN7 3BN

IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEN CANAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YOU

THE COMPANY IS STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

IF YOU WiSH T0 BUY

WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)

(or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
WE HANDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED NEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
'WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GUIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

LE YOU WISH TO SELL
WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL us!

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Tel. No 01604 879029 Fax No. 01604 879078
E-mail info@canalcraft.co.uk

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk

/_
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Q@ Wot Quite..THE LAST PAGE @@

RIVER TALES

NEWENT RAILWAY MAP

ge Concern Herefordshire is
eveloping a reminiscence project
gathering and sharing memories of those
who, lived, worked or played on (or by) the
four main rivers which transect
Herelordshire. (The funding for this project is
specifically limited to rivers.) There will be a
series of workshops where people can share
stories using artifacts, photographs or other
material to trigger memories. In addition,
and central to the project, will be the
production of resources based on selected
oral histories. These will be filmed
interviews inter-cut with additional
footage, photographs etc. Documents and
transcripts of the Tales will be included in
the resources, which will be aimed at
schools, local residents and visitors.

Field of Vision are a partnership
working on a feasibility study for River
Tales and at this stage their Katya
Coupland is trying to find out the level of
interest — both in terms of contributions
to the project, and in the [inished
resources. She can be contacted by
email: rivers@ fieldofvision.co.uk;
tel: 01568 760 545. Please mention the
Canal Trust when responding.

THIE
HEREFORD

AND
GLOUCESTER

Fo]]m\'ing our appeal for donations
towards the £500 cost of acquiring this
important document we are very pleased
to acknowledge a contribution of £100
from Member Mr Warren Marsh of
Bristol. [Our observant readers will note that
we reported Robin Stiles” support in the last
edition — and Robin also lives in Bristol!] Total
donations to date are £230 plus £110
profit from the two visits to the Records
Office to view the map. Our sincere thanks.

Volunteers wanted please ..

We need a volunteer to undertake the
liaison, once a quarter, with the existing
advertisers in The Wharfinger, to check
existing advertisements remain up fo date
and ensure that payment is received. This
is a relatively simple task and only requires
a few hours 4 times a year.

also... (.>

We are looking for a volunteer to assist in
making small-scale grant-aid bids which
are critical to the success of the Trust.

Volunteers please contact Cliff Penny (see
contacts)

* CRP
COPY DEADLINE
FOR THE NEXT’ 18T1H JuLy, 2004
ISSUE 1S: |

CANAL

D Back

Yo CAKwWOmE FRESS

THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL

The latest edition of David Bick’s detailed history of our Canal, “The
Hereford and Gloucester Canal’ plots the route of the canal and the rise
and fall of the navigation. It includes updated sections on the restoration
that is taking place and the work of the Trust at Over and Oxenhall.

The book is available from our regular Trading Company sales

stands at Over Open Days, price £8.95. Alternatively, contact
Heather Worth, Mail Order Sales, details inside back cover.

The Wharfinger
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At the heart cyf Engfand's waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Worﬁing togetﬁer, in the
_present, to revive the past,
and secure a better future, ==

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH

Telephone: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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=——4¢ CONTACTS ¢p—=

Dick Skeet
Stoneham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 3B
Tel: (01568) 797 032
dick@skeetr.fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close, SUTTON ST. NICHOLAS.
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155
email: Liz@Harbinger4.freeserve.co.uk

Cliff Penny/David Penny
“"Coppice", BURLEY GATE,
Hereford, HR1 3Q5
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877
email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

Brian Fox
1, Holmer Hall Cottages, Roman Road,
HEREFORD, HR4 9QU
Tel: (01432) 358 628
email: briandfox@tiscali.co.uk

Janet Moult
18, Coningsby Court, Coningsby St.,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 5366
Janet.Moult@ukgateway.net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661
email: nigel.jefferies@virgin.net

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01452) 533 835
email: nigel.bailey@blueyonder.co.uk

Tony Boonham
Tel: (01452) 700 476

Dave Jones
Tel: (01531) 820 008

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010
maggiehome@btinternet.com

visit our Website ...
www.h-g-canal.org.uk

want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from
chefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to
help with a shovel or pen.

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UK SuUBSCRIPTION RATES

AnnuaL MEMBERSHIP

Individual £7.50 Joint/Family £10
Senior Citizen £5 Joint Senior Citizen  £7
Corporate £20

Lire MEMBERSHIP

Individual £150  Joint/Family £200
Senior Citizen £80 Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations are treated as being
made under the Gift Aid scheme unless you state that you do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greatly assists
us and payment remains under your control. All payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisement free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel. 01432 270 552, has the details.

Unless specifically stated any opinions expressed in this newsletter are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the formal policy of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust group of companies. The
Trust accepts no liability for any matter printed in this newsletier nor any
advertising that may be included. Reproduction of extracts from the

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 4135 888
wilf.jones2000@btinternet.com

Heather Worth
MAIL ORDER SALES, 12 Hewitt Ave.,
Kings Acre, HEREFORD, HR4 0QP
Tel: (01432) 270 552
Heather@worthh.fsnet.co.uk

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street,
Hereford, HR4 9HN (01432) 272 025

ter is welcomed provided that full acknowledgement is given.

Membership records are computerised. Your entry is available for inspection
if you send a SAE to the Mambership Secretary.

Whilst we try 1o ensure dales are correct please verify them with a relevant Organiser.
©2004 Published by the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust,

The Wharf House Company Ltd [No. 4627931] and H & G Canal
(Sales) Ltd. [No. 2710215] are part of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust Ltd. group of companies. The
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire %anal Trust is a non-profit
distributing company limited by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is a
registered charity [No. 1010721]. Registered Office: - 3 Norfolk
Court, Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 1LJ.




The

The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,100 from all over the country —
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A Steering Committee of Local
Authorities, etc. has been formed by
the Trust to assist in progressing
this objective. We have a major
restoration site in each county,
which together extend to some 3.5
miles.
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