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WORKING TOGETHER, IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST, AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE®

Vice Presidents: R. E. Barnes TD., Duff
Hart-Davis, Diana Organ MP, David Prout

Chairman: Dick Skeet

Council of Management:

Committee: Tony Austin-Bailey,
Nigel Bailey, Liz Connors, Martin Danks,
Brian Fox, Gegff Hopper, Nigel Jefferies,
Caroline Jones, Janet Moult, Cliff Penny,
David Penny, Heather Worth

Finance:

Treasurer/Chairman: Liz Connors

Committee: Brian Fox, David Penny,
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey, Janet Moult,
Tom Bennete

Herefordshire Committee
Chairman: Martin Danks
Brian Fox, Colin Dymott, Claire Kennedy,
David Penny, Jokn Forrest
Gloucestershire Committee
Nigel Bailey, Ted Beagles, Tony Boonham,
Brian Fox, Gegff Hopper, Maggie Jones,
David Penny
Lengthsman: 7ony Boonham, David jones
Health and Safety Committee
Chairman: Gegff Hopper
Tony Austin-Bailey, 7ony Boonham,
Martin Danks
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The W llarf House, Over, Gloucester, G1.2 8DB:
Restaurant. Tea Rooms, Superior B&B,
Visitor Centre overlooking Over Waterside
—donating all profits to canal restoration.
Directors: Caroline Jones, Wilf Jones,
Liz Connors, Nigel Bailey, David Penny
Treasurer/C. Secretary: Liz Connors
Fit-out Manager: Wilf Jones
Committee: Nigel Bailey, Pawl Brown,
Mark Davis (QS), Adrian Fry, Roy
Jamieson, Caroline Jones, Maggie Jones,
Wilf Jones, David Penny.
Events: Liz Bailey, Maggie Beagles,
Dot Hicks, Roy Jamieson
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Liaison:
Local Authority/Planning:
Penny Environmental & Planning
Landowner: Brian Fox

Publicity: Brian Fox
Over/Web Master: Nigel Bailey
Web Team: Mike Hunt

Member Services:
Secretary: Nigel Jefferies
Gift Aid: Liz Connors
Social Events: Janet Moult

Support to Council of Management:
Minutes: Tony Austin-Bailey
Admin: Dick Skeet
IWA nominated member: Caroline Jones
The Wharfinger:
Editor: Cliff Penny
Design/Production: .1aggie jones
Advertising: ColinDymott, Janice Lyall
Postmasters: Janet Moult, D and M Gray,

Talks and Walks:
Nigel Jefferies, Nigel Bailey

Those in ialics are not Directors.

Honorary Posts:
Archaeologist: Ron Shoesmith
Town & Country Planning: Penny Environmental & Planning

THE TRADING COMPANY

H® G Canal Sales

DONATING ALL PROFITS 10 THE CANAL TRUST

Chairman/Manning: Janet Moult

Treasurer/C of M Rep/Co. Secretary:
Liz Connors

Mail order sales/Sales goods:
Heather Worth

Crafts Fairs: Par Skeer

Committee: Tom Bennett, Simon Dyer,
Raqy & Barbara Moses, Derek Weaver,
Penny Shetliffe
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Frowr Cover: The newly restored Oxenhall Lock in water. Photo: Dick Skeet

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from instructions,
in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size of a washer
right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in the hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 10 years, and we will continue to work
together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better future. cuecer

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194]J
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The previous edition of The Wharfinger
focussed particularly on our activities in
Gloucestershire, the one before on Hereford, while
this one is a broader spread. Further back, our
attention was focussed on the Over Basin and
= WHARF HOUSE, but in one respect at least, every
edition of The Wharfinger is the same - it tells
you what our volunteers are doing and how they
are realising the vision of restoring the entire
length of the Canal from Gloucester to Hereford.

At present, all the work done on and around the
Canal is carried out by volunteers, many of them
giving many hours of service to the Trust. During the
Summer our two Trading Companies are in full swing,
promoting the Canal and raising money towards
restoration. Here again, all of this is achieved solely
through the efforts of our volunteers.

One of my concerns, as Chairman, is that some of our
volunteers spend more time working for the Trust than
perhaps they should. In some cases I have no doubt that
this is an incurable condition, but it goes without saying
that the load would be lightened by few more pairs of
hands. Yours, perhaps ?

Of course it is much more worthwhile to drive a huge
excavator or a nippy dumper truck on the canal bed than it
is to deliver The Wharfinger, make cakes, or sell cuddly
toys and revolting plastic lizards on our sales stand. Or is it?

There is a lovely story told of Sir Christopher Wren who,
allegedly, liked to visit the works at St Paul’s in disguise to
talk to the workmen. One day he found a man with a
yardstick and a long piece of string marking a line on the
ground. Sir Christopher asked him what he was doing.
“I'm a surveyor”, he replied “and I'm marking out the course of
a great wall.” The next man Wren met was hammering
away at a vast piece of stone. “I'm a Master Mason,” the man
said, “and I'm shaping this sione to complete that soaring arch
over yonder”. Then Sir Christopher came across an elderly
woman, her back bent as she swept up the shavings left by
the carpenters with her birch-twig broom. “And what are
you doing?” he asked. She straightened her back, looked up
at him and replied, “Why Sir, I'm helping Mr. Wren to build
his cathedral.”.

@ Dick Skeet, Chairiman
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SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE (/AN

VALLEY

QUALITY BOAT BUILDERS SINCE 1974 BOAT C_ENTRE

I

Buying a boat is as simple as SVBC. Stop dreaming
and start cruising. You are welcome to visit us and
see boats at all stages of completion. Fully fitted,
sailaway or shell - we can advise on design or build o

to your specification — our quotes will please you. ‘q;g;_-;"m
Finance terms available. Part exchange considered. ISR

On site facilities include: Repairs and servicing,
chandlery, brokerage (full list on request), Fletcher sports
boats, Shetland cruisers, Yamaha outboards, cranage,
moorings and storage, surveyor and B.S. examiner.

We have been appointed as main dealers for the
gﬂl:llﬂg range of engines.

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE, BOAT SHOP, MART LANE,
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. DY13 9ER.
TEL: 01299 871165 FAX: 01299 827211
E-MAIL: sales(@severnboat.co.uk WEBSITE:
www.severnboat.co.uk
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NEW!

NEW. NEW HeG

COLOUR LEAFLET

nclosed with
this edition of
The Wharfinger
is a copy of our
splendid new full
colour inform-
ation and recruit-
ment leaflet. Our
sincere thanks
for the welcome
and ongoing
support of Left Bank Village in
Hereford, who sponsored the printing.

Further copies will be available at our
regular ‘third Tuesday’ of the month
Social Evenings, to be held at a new
location in future — the Royal Oak, Much
Marcle, (see page 14), from the Trading
Company at any event, or from Janet
Moult (see Contacts = inside back cover).

I
__ NEW Memsers

Please don’t throw the leaflet away!
This is your opportunity to recruit a new
H&G Canal Trust Member. Even if you
cannot directly persuade anyone to join
us, why not put it into you local doctor or
dentist’s waiting room (or some other
appropriate spot) - you never know who
might read it!

This is also an ideal opportunity to use
the leaflet to persuade a business to
become a Corporate Member; every one
is really important to us and you

by Cliff Penny

could take the credit for the
introduction. And there is another way
of swelling our numbers - are you
currently an ‘individual” Member
yet your pariner/family read
The Wharfinger? Why not use the
Membership Form on the leaflet to
transfer to ‘joint” Membership. Or
perhaps now is the time you would
consider becoming a new ‘Life Member’
- if you are not one already!

ﬂ CANAL IN H&G OWNERSHIP

Sce page 6 for the long-awaited -
highly successful - conclusion to the sale of
land by the Highways Agency at The
Willows in Newent; a new length of the
Canal line in our ownership.

—7
NEW. CommITTEE INITIATIVE

To fourish, any organisation must
evolve, and 1o that end you will notice
some major changes to the committee
structure on the inside front cover. We
have two new Committees, one for
Herefordshire and another for
Gloucestershire and a third dedicated
to Health and Safety - reflecting the
significant (and ever-increasing)
activities and projects in both counties,
There will be further details of the
work of both committees over the
coming months.

“ CRP
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RKESTORATION

at Oxenhall
- ‘b .

ork on the lock has now ceased.
The pound is full of water and the
Wrinklies have moved 200 yards nearer
to Gloucester and started on the Ell
Brook aqueduct. It seems an appropriate
time to stand back and reflect on what
we have achieved since the group started
6 years ago. The WRGies helped right at
the beginning with the demolition of
much of the upper lock and together
with about 6 local volunteers rebuilt the
spillweir and the upper level of the lock,
mostly in brick, as far as the stop planks.
Dave Young was the only one who had
experience in the building trade and
kept a close eye on the progress offering
his advice as necessary and teaching us
the basics of brick/stone laying.
Unfortunately Dave had to leave due to
ill health soon after but we now had
some basic knowledge and developed
our skills as the work progressed.

Others have joined over the months and
years and basic training has been passed
on. Experience has shown us the need to
develop other skills particularly in
transporting and lifting heavy stones,
using cutting tools and erecting
scaffolding. Mixing of mortar and
concrete is not what you might call a skill
but we do have our own lime

mortar/concrete specifications and it all
has to be mixed by hand (or a machine if
we have a lot to do). A very quick
calculation indicates that we have mixed
and laid around 60 tons of mortar and
concrete. Around 1800 stones have been
used and each one has been faced and
individually cut before being set in place.
Hundreds of rough stones have been used
in the lower wing walls and several
thousand bricks in various places. There
are also 250 stainless steel ties (now
invisible) which key the new front facing
stones into the old rubble filling at the
back of the walls.

I was watching Fred Dibnah a few
weeks ago as he visited castles built
hundreds of years ago explaining the
various building techniques and
marvelling at the mortar used to hold all
that stonework together. Only lime was
available to make the mortar mix and
there it was today, still as strong as the
day it was constructed. It makes you
wonder why they went over to using
cement in mortar these days, but it would
be nice to think that Oxenhall lock with
its lime mortar might still be standing and
taking boats in even 100 years time.

The Wharfinger
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( Local dignitaries, unveiled the plaque

surrouncled by some of the volunteers who
had restored it.

Right: Volunteers make a start on the )
restoration of the agueduct.

On June 22nd we celebrated with a
ceremony to which local dignitaries
and the press were invited. It was
advertised as a completion ceremony
rather than an opening ceremony in case
anyone expected to see boats passing
through gates and paddles in action -
these will be added at a later date. The
imminent rain didn’t seem to put anyone
off and after a few speeches and the
unveiling of another of the Trust’s
trademark plaques (cast by Nigel
Jefferies) everyone retired to the local hall
for a barbecue as the rain came down.

It was great to see so many people and
hear all those compliments paid. Many of
the comments referred to the new pound
below the lock which was only about half
full for the ceremony, but quickly filled
up with rain in the days alterwards. A
temporary dam has been built just below
the lock 1o impound the water and 2 x 6"
pipes at the base of the dam were taking
the water until the time came to fill the
pound. Two bungs were inserted into the
pipes and the idea is that you tighten a
screw in the middle which forces the
outer rubber ring to expand and seal the
pipe. By Wednesday morning the water
was seen o be within 6 inches of the top
but the consequent pressure forced one of
the bungs to eject and by the afternoon
all the water had disappeared down the
canal and into the Ell Brook. Nobody
actually saw it but it must have been
pretty spectacular! After several failed
attempts to secure the bung, Dave Jones,
who is our Oxenhall lengthsman, devised
a method to hold the bungs in place and
the water finally reached the top and
flowed through the overflow pipe and
down the specially constructed spill
channel on the Tuesday following.

Phola: Brian Fox

The aqueduct is now being attacked
every Tuesday with a gang sometimes
exceeding 12 people - it must be the
warmer weather bringing them out! We
arc immediately being reminded of the
strength of the old lime mortar as we
attempt to demolish the spandrel walls
which are badly cracked and require a
total rebuild. We shall need to refine our
skills even more as we reconstruct that
part of the arch which has fallen and
then rebuild the wall on the top. Sitting
immediately adjacent to the aqueduct
were the remains of three large sycamore
trees, felled 3 years ago leaving the
stumps. The smallest, which probably
weighs about a ton, and the other two,
cach weighing about 2 tons, have now
been removed after considerable effort
with a little assistance from “blue” and
our faithful tractor. e BF

o = 4

LOGS FOR SALE

We are once again running the log
delivery service. Last year's loads
proved very popular with cur customers.

£50 a lorry load
(including delivery up to 15 miles of Over/Newent)

For more information piease contact
Maggie Jones, details at back of

The Wharfinger.
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The Saga of the Willows Nursery

t was on June 27th 2000 that John

Prescott, the then transport minister,
stood up in Parliament to introduce a
government booklet entitled “"Waterways
For Tomorrow” promoting a vision of
canals in the future. During his
introduction he announced to the House
"It's a scandal that canals are seen as a liability
not an asset.” The document itself declares
on the first page "This is in effect a new
charter for the waterways", and goes on to
state "restoring disused waterways produces
many benefits".

Within a few days all these fine words
were put to the test by the H & G and more
particularly by Diana Organ, MP for the
Forest of Dean, who has strongly
supported our efforts at restoration for a
number of years. She challenged the
commitment of the Highways Agency
(headed by Mr. Prescott) to the document
as they were proposing to sell a piece of
land known as The Willows at Newent,
through which the Canal used to run. The
auction sale was due to take place that
evening at a hotel in Newent. The Trust's
request to split the land and offer to buy
the piece required for restoration had been
turned down and the whole plot was due
to be sold to the highest bidder which
clearly was not an option for the Trust.

Diana knew the right people to speak to
and, as a result of her pressure, the sale
was called off that afternoon with 3 hours
to spare. Anyone who cares to refer back 1o
Wharfinger edition 67 will find all the
details, but that was only the beginning of
the saga, and I choose the word 'saga’ very
carefully. My dictionary describes it as a
long, heroic story and there can be no
doubt it was long and in a way heroic if it
is considered in a David and Goliath sort of
way. The H & G Canal Trust with their

at Newent

champion in Diana Organ against the
might of the Highways Agency and
Parliament.

The final paragraph of that The
Wharfinger article intimated that there
were proposals to put the nursery back on
the market that autumn minus the land
required for the Canal restoration but it
soon became obvious that time was not a
consideration in any negotiations,

It didn't actually take very long for the
Highways Agency to agree to separate the
Canal land from the rest of the Nursery site
and sell as 2 distinct lots and agreement
was reached as to where the boundary
needed to be drawn so that the Canal
could be restored on the original
alignment. That was the good news - the
bad news was that they had already been
offered £20,000 for the Canal land by an
unknown bidder and we could only have
the land if we matched it! That much
money for a piece of derelict railway line
measuring about 17 acres and accounting
for 210 yards of Canal. There was no way
that the Trust could pay such a sum for
this short length of Canal, even if we had
it, as this would set a precedent for any
other purchases of land required for
restoration.

It was pointed out to the Highways
Agency that this piece of land, being on the
line of the original Canal, was protected
from any development or obstruction in
the Forest of Dean Local Plan and no
change of use would be permitted. This
was immediately confirmed in a very
unambiguous letter from FODDC and
copied to the Highways Agency. Diana
Organ was also in touch with her contacts

The Wharfinger
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at the DETR to try and resolve the impasse
and succeeded in getting some breathing
space before the next move. The sale was
postponed until Spring 2001.

Despite further letters and telephone
calls and a new valuation by the Agency of
the required plot an official letter was
received in March offering the land to the
Trust for £20,000. The DETR considered
that by splitting the plot they were
"....facilitating sales of land which would
contribute to restoration projects....", but the
sting in the tail came in the following
sentence which said that they were obliged
1o "...sell at the best possible price...". This
phrase is often used in government
literature and is their way of emphasising
the need 1o look after what is after all land
belonging 1o you and me as members of
the public and taxpayers. There was clearly
a conflict of interests as far as the DETR
was concerned - to get the best possible
price or to act in the spirit of Waterways
For Tomorrow and make concessions to a
charitable Trust which could ultimately be
of considerable benefit to the public. This
was clearly very disappointing for the Trust
as we had made virtually no progress and
it was difficult to see where to go from
here. A letter declining the offer was sent
to the Highways Agency who quickly
replied saving that the land would be put
on the market later that summer,

Further letters to the government from
Diana Organ and the Trust proved of no
avail so the Trust decided to approach the
Waterways Trust, a national body only in
existence for about a vear but already
making an impact on canal affairs
throughout the country. They agreed to
assist in whatever way they could and
together with the continuing pressure from
Diana the sale was again put back until the
following vear, 2002.

However, something totally unconnected
to our canal business happened in

parliament in December 2001, but which
had important implications to our case.
Whilst researching another matter Penny
Environmental & Planning came across
reference to an MP who stood up in
question time and asked the Secretary of
State for Transport — “Under what circum-
stances could a local authority sell assets at other
than best value?” The reply was quite
unambiguous — Consent has been given by
an existing Act of Parliament for Local
Authorities to dispose "in certain circum-
stances of the freehold or leaszhold interests in
property to be used for charitable, recreational
and certain retail and commercial uses". The
reply does specify Local Authorities but it
hardly seems reasonable for the Secretary
of State for Transport to permit such
disposals by one public body and not by
the Highway Agency, another public body.
This enabled us to make a strong case that
they did not, in these circumstances, have
to secure the best price and that this could
be outweighed by the public benefit.

A meeting was arranged in May, 2002
between the Canal Trust, The Waterways
Trust, Diana Organ, the Highways Agency
and chaired by David Jamieson (an under
secretary at the DETR) in a committee
room in the House of Commons. Dick
Skeet and 1 represented the Trust and it
was clear from the start that a decision had
been made to do a deal providing the Trust
could put together a business plan for the
Canal, not only including the Willows but
for a considerable length around Newent.
Such a plan would open the way for the
Agency to get around the "pest possible price”
stumbling block as permitted in the
aforesaid Act. After about '/; hour of
discussion (which I am informed is pretty
good for an under secretary) we came
away knowing what had to be done.

At this point Diana stepped down and
let the Canal Trust, The Waterways Trust
and the Highways Agency get on with the

The Wharfinger
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job of formulating the business plan. After
many months we still seemed to be stalled
and no progress seemed to be in sight
whatever we produced.

Penny Environmental & Planning was
called in to hold a further meeting with the
Highway Agency to try to move matters
forward. This finally got to the bottom of
their concerns and agreement was reached
as to what was a suitable ‘nominal sum’ for
the land and what additional paperwork
was required to meet the Highway Agency’s
requirements. This was significantly

thus economy of Newent. This clinched it
and at last we had a formal offer from the
Agency on 12th August 2003 to sell the land
to the Trust for £1,000, which was rapidly
accepted!

So you might think that shortly
afterwards the Trust became the owner of
the site? Well things always drag on and it
was only on 22nd July 2004 that we finally
completed the purchase.

Although long and drawn out this is a
very important success for the Canal Trust in
setting the principles for the transfer of

supported by a letter from Fred Passant,
Mayor of Newent setting out how important
the Canal will be to the future tourism and

public land, which is already being used
elsewhere.... @ BF

A Volunteers’ Socials in Hereford lmm

One of the first initiatives of Martin Danks as the Chairman of the new
Herefordshire Commiittee (see page 5) was to establish some reqular
evening socials in Hereford. These are intended to allow Members

to meet to talk about work in the area and also to go out and visit

the line of the Canal and associated areas. Those attending can gain

a better understanding of the work proposed and how it fits into the
overall context of the Canal (past, present, and
future) and other projects within the City.

KEY - The H&G Canal

/ Historical line
Mmm& Essential Diversion W‘ﬁ
future iine of the
s partof reta Aylestone Park gl
development in 2000 Canal Project
Not lo scale

Penny Environmental & Planning. July 2003
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i Newent Railway Map »

I:ledmon 80 of The Wharfinger the article “Not The
appa Mundi” (page 22) told of our purchase of this
~__important historical document. We are verv pleased to

report that further Members (NOT living in Bristol! - see
. page 31 of the last edition) have made donations towards
ils cost. This includes two (Gift Aided) £100
nations. The first made in memory of Harry
d Louise Taylor and the second was from
Trust member Jim Chapman from Newent.

Our sincere thanks for all your donations, as
it means that the total cost of the purchase
of this map has now been reached.

clwm"v »

Volunteers working at the Hereford
end of the Canal and other local
members have been meeting one evening
a month for a drink, a chat and a walk
along the Canal line. Meeting at 7.30 pm
we have set off at 8 for a leisurely walk
noting the local architecture and
whether it preceded the Canal or was
built in connection with the Canal.
Copies of old maps were consulted to try
and decide when the house adjacent to
the Canal bridge on Newtown Road was
built until some bright spark noticed a
date plaque fixed to the wall beneath the
eaves. Does anyone know what this
building was used for?

In May and June six or seven of us set
out from the Heart of Oak PH on Edgar
Street and followed the line of the Canal
back to Canal Road. In June we had the
pleasure of the company of archaeologist
Ron Shoesmith so we also did a detour
into the Blackfriars Monastery gardens
and learnt a little of its history.

In July the evening was stormy but the
intrepid gathering trouped along Edgar

Street making for Mortimer Road,
Burcott Road and then back to the pub.
We noted a gentle rise in Mortimer Road
where there used 1o be a bridge over the
Canal and David described his sight of a
little bit of it when utilities companies
were excavating trenches.

August’s walk was from the Swan Inn
on Aylestone Hill just near the
roundabout on the road to Worcester.
We had time to walk back to the tunnel
entrance on College Road and peer down
(from the pavement) through the trees
to the tunnel portal. There was plenty to
see, and we talked about the work going
on at Aylestone Park. Why not join us -
you will be made very welcome. o up

Wednesday 15th September Swan Inn,
Aylestone Hill 7.30 pm for an 8pm walk.

Wednesday 6th October Swan Inn,
Aylestone Hill 7.30 for an 8 pm walk.

Wednesday 10th November Swan Inn,
Aylestone Hill 7.30.

The Wharfinger
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—— CANBLCREET —.

IF YOU WANT TO BUY A BOAT,
OR SELL YOUR BOAT,

THEN CANAL CRAFT (BROKERAGE) LTD
the trusted leader in narrowboat sales
EXISTS TO HELP YOU

THE COMPANY IS STAFFED BY ENTHUSIASTS
WHO'S CANAL EXPERIENCE TOTALS OVER A HUNDRED YEARS.

LEYOU WISH TO BUY

WE ISSUE COMPREHENSIVE STOCK LISTS (USUALLY OVER SEVENTY BOATS)

NEWLY PRINTED EACH DAY

(or see our display ads in the leading waterway magazines)
BOAT PRICES RANGE FROM £7,000 TO £70,000
'WE HANDLE RESIDENTIAL BOATS IN ALL AREAS

WE CAN SUPPLY FULLY FITTED OR PART FITTED NEW BOATS
OR ASSIST YOU IN A DESIGN AND BUILD PROJECT
WE ARE LICENCED CREDIT BROKERS AND ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR YOUR BOAT
WE ASSIST WITH MOORING LOCATION IF REQUIRED
FIRST TIME BUYERS GUIDE AVAILABLE FREE ON REQUEST

LEYOU WISH TO SELL
WE WILL MEET YOU AT YOUR BOAT
ANYWHERE ON THE CONNECTED SYSTEM.
WE PROVIDE A FREE ON THE SPOT VALUATION
BUT THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO USE OUR SERVICE.

WHY NOT CALL US AND FIND OUT WHY WE ARE:-

THE TRUSTED LEADER IN NARROWBOAT SALES.

phone 01604 832883/832889
fax 01604 832885
or E-MAIL usl

ask for RICHARD, ALISON, HELEN, OR DAVID

Canal Craft (Brokerage) Lid., Mill Wharf, Gayton Road, Blisworth, Northants NN7 3BN
Tel. No 01604 879029 Fax No. 01604 879078
E-mail info@canalcraft.co.uk

Visit our new Internet site:- www.canalcraft.co.uk

N .
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At the end of July the Canal Trust hosted
the Herefordshire Federation of Women'’s
Institutes members for a day. one of the
many activities of the Trust to raise its
profile in the community and funds
towards restoration ...

ixty members of Herefordshire

Federation of W.I.s were picked
up on the outskirts of Hereford
by enthusiastic members of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Trust and taken on an extensive tour of
stretches and remains of the Canal,
which finally arrived in Hereford in 1845.
Al the beginning of the tour they were
each given various items of literature
about the Canal Trust including a copy
of The Wharfinger and, most usefully,
an excellent guide explaining the places
they were going to visit.

To their surprise the minibuses
plunged into the middle of Hereford,
when they were shown short stretches of
Canal line which they must have seen
many times without realising what it
was, and heard of the plans to bring a
Canal Basin and boats into the centre of
the city. A grand idea for local citizens
and tourists alike!

Via th:;l:;;-ﬁ'ndge at Monkhide
and Canal in water, and little lanes and
drives we arrived at Dymock for an
excellent lunch (well up to W.IL
standards!) with a choice of four hot
main courses and a luscious selection of
sweets provided by the ladies of the
Canal Trust.

After lunch we visited the Oxenhall
Lock, which our guides and drivers had
helped to restore with picks and shovels
and the odd help of modern machinery
where possible.

We heard stories of the making of
tunnels and cuttings all by hand and
could imagine the dangerous and
exhausting work of the navvies at the
end of the cighteenth century.

The final stage of the tour was a
highly organised visit to the “new” Canal
Basin at Over. We were divided into four
groups - one drank tea with superb cake,
another toured the site, a third inspected
the splendid new visitors centre and
restaurant in construction — while the
fourth had a short boat trip on Mister
Maysey.

Altogether a very full day and an
inspiring introduction to the work and
ambitions of the energetic members of
the Canal Trust.
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=—4¢ SocIAL EVENINGS @@=

EVERYONE IS WELCOME to our monthly meetings held
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for 8pm start.

Change of venue_for our
Social Evenings

fter a number of years of holding

ur Social Evenings at the Verzon,

Trumpet we are moving 10 a new venue.

The changes implemented by the new

owners mean that the function room is
now one of their eating areas.

We are moving a couple of miles away
to the Royal Oak, Much Marcle. This is
on the A449 between Ledbury and
Ross, has a large car park and excellent
food available from 6.30 p.m. for those
who would like to eat first.

Our first meeting there will be on
September 21st. I hope you will continue
to support us and come along to the

talks. ® Janet Moult

N
To
Hereford

All meetings listed below are at -

THE RoyAL OAK INN,
MucH MARCLE

K=

SeEPTEMBER 21sT

Shrewsbury and
Newport Canal

A trustee will give a talk on the
history and future of another canal in
the Marches.

R =
OcrtoBer 19™
Restoration of the
Severn Princess

Tim Ryan - The last ferry across
the Severn at Chepstow.

K =
NovEMBeEr 16™

A Cameraman
on the Cut

Robin Smithett - on being a
waterways photographer and
how to improve those shots.

&>

WHhy not join the 50-60 strong attendance at our highly
successful socials_for an enjoyable evening at our new venue!
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==4¢ OVER OPEN DAYS @@=

Autumn Dates:

SunNDAY, 26™ SEPTEMBER, 10 AM - S Pm
Sunpay, 31° OcTOBER, 10 am - 4 PMm

@

REFRESHMENTS °* SaLES STanD * EXHIBITION

We have had a steady progression of visitors once
again this year, and with the Autumn
approaching there are just two more days when Over
Basin and ™ WHARF HOUSE will be open for visitors
to meet the volunteers and view the progress made
over the last few months, The last opportunity to see
inside ™ WHARF HoOusE before it opens for busmess
in the Spring! {

Gloucester Model Boat Club
sail and display their craft.

Mister Maysey will take you
on a tour of the Basin.

At 12.30pm each Open day
there is a conducted tour of

™= WHARF HOUSE.

This is where to find us

& N

E

O\EL Farm OVER "E

“°  BASIN 3

—

ol
A40 foRoss == Nef A40
= East

a

E

s
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Buying a Boat..”?
Booking a Holiday..?
Own a Boat..?

Whether you are looking to buy a narrow boat or hire one
for a holiday, or you already own one, you need to look
no further than Alvechurch. With over 25 years experience in
hand, building boats and operating the UK's finest fleet of
holiday craft, you can be sure that we can help you with all
you need to cruise on the Great British Waterways.

We also offer full marina services including:
diesel » gas * pumpouts » moorings ¢
brokerage services ¢

boats for sale ¢ repair ¢

breakdown and refit work

* boat painting *

signwriting ¢

RYA Helmsman

Training.

www.alvechurch.com
Tel: 0121 445 2909 Fax: 0121 447 7120

Email:enquiries@alvechurch.com
Alvechurch Boat Centres Ltd, Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcs B48 75Q
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The last few months on site
have been largely taken up
with maintenance, cutting the
grass, strimming the various
slopes and keeping the
weeds at bay. Work in the
woodland was halted for a
day while Tony Boonham
dealt with a couple of wasp
nests. We always like to think we
have most skills we need within the
Trust, but the nearby residents were
most impressed when they learnt we
had a former bee keeper with full kit
who could deal with the nests!

We again had the loan of a pump for a
few days from Andrews Sykes and were
able 1o top up the water level.

We have made some progress with the
silt trap and its top course of custom-
made blue bricks is now in place. It has
been designed to be at a height suitable
for doubling up as a seat. Hopefully T will
be able to report next time that the
bricklaying part of the project is complete.

Once again we have welcomed several
parties to the site and provided them with

The Vintage Transport Club arrived
in style in their 1950's bus.

Spaceman at Over?
No, it's Tony Boonham

Phato: Niged Bailey

guided tours,
boat trips and
refreshments.
First group this year
were members of the
Stroud Vintage Transport
Club who arrived in the bus
pictured below, which, like me, began life
in Dorset in the early 1950s,

More recently, 60 members of
Herefordshire Federation of Women's
Institutes came to Over as the final stage
of a day’s mini-bus tour of the Canal [see
page 13].

The Gloucester and District Model
Boat Club are regular users of the Basin
and we greatly appreciate their support
at Open Days. They are also starting to
renovate the weed-cutter boat so that they
can play an active role in keeping the
weed at bay.

You may recall that a couple of years
ago we had a plan in place to construct an
otter holt - an artificial home for otters. A
team from npower’s Personnel
Department came to site for two days to
construct it but were unable to do so
because the River Leadon rose alarmingly
overnight and flooded the site of the holt.

Now we are once again all set 1o build
it. This time the team is from
Cheltenham-based Marlborough
Stirling who are sending a party of a
dozen people for a day in early August.
We'll report on how the day goes in the

next issue. « NB
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A The custom-made blue bricks are laid on

the silt trap to the extraction channel.

Canal Trust Craft Fair

An ideal opportunity to purchase
that special gift!
Saturday, November 13th,
10am - 4pm
St Katherine's Hall,
Ledbury

Apart from a wide selection of crafts on
sale there will be our own sales stand
and display of restoration photographs.

Home made cakes, filled rolls
and other refreshments.

Offers of help, or to request a craft stand,

Please support our very own Craft Fair.

please contact Janet Moult - 01432 264 366

TE\X/HARF HOUSE

Wilh our target opening date for
the ground floor set for next

spring, work in ™" WHARF HOUSE
must continue at a pace. Wilf Jones,
our fit-out manager, is pulling all the
stops out to achieve this goal and
views each task as a challenge, as it
rears it’s head!

As many Members will know, I have
the task of phoning up volunteers to
see if they are available for our work-
ins. Most of them have numerous
commitments besides helping the
Trust. Those working often work
weekends too and those who have
retired, barely have time to fit in
sleeping with all the other things they
are committed to. From this experience
I have learnt than when I retire [rom
full time employment my life is likely
to get busier than it is now. Best not
retire for a long time then, thinks I!

Seriously though, we do have a great
team of volunteers who turn up
whenever they are able, and are usually
game to take on most tasks that Wilf
has lined up for that weekend. As
volunteers, they all reserve the right to
say, “no, that job is not for me”, and
Will always has another dozen
possibilities up his sleeve — bless himn.

As David reported last edition, the
first contract has been let to the
electricians, who have been in wiring
up parts of the ground floor. The
lighting has been planned to change
the ‘mood’ of the building from a day-
time ‘tea room’ to an ‘evening
restaurant’.
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The plasterers will hopefully have
completed their work on the ground
floor by the time you read this. We have
been working hard to have the ground
floor cleared of as much unnecessary
clutter as possible. Volunteers have done
a variety of jobs from building door
frames and window sills to plaster-
boarding the toilet ceilings. Model Boat
Club member, Rob Strong, came in to
advise us on the layout of the disabled
toilet; this helped us to finally decide on
the position of the wall between that and
the storeroom. A debate which had been
going on for some months, but within an
hour of his advice, the wall had been
started.

Qutside, the grass and summer
bedding, which was planted as a
temporary splash of colour has flourished
and the grass is likely to remain for the
foreseeable future.

As well as working on the building,
work has begun on placing
advertisements for ™ WHARF HOUSE, in
appropriate tourist brochures etc.
Marketing the project correctly is
obviously crucial to its success. We have
been seeking advice from Members and
supporters who have experience in this
field.

There is no end to the variety of jobs
for which we need volunteers in
™ WHARF HOUSE, so if you are
interested and need more information
please call . w M

\ALATPRY
orl

W

Dates for the next four-day Work-ins are: -
September: Friday 24" - Monday 27"
October: Friday 22" - Monday 25"

...and a whole week work-in: -
November: Wednesday 10" — Wednesday 17"

Lunches will be provided when possible.
The tasks are varied and experience is either gained or
shared between volunteers. If you are able to join us in
these work-ins, or on our regular Saturday and Wednesday
teams, please contact us (details below).

T AHARF HOUSE - Wil Jones (01452 413 388)
Wednesdays - Ted Beagles (01452 522 648)
Weekends/work-ins - Maggie jones (01452 618 010)

Teamwork at @ Work-in ... whilst David fills
gaps ... Pat measures the dootframe and Tony
saws wood ...... and Ray saws wood too, while
Maggie holds the wood! ... Nigel saws the wall ! ?

The Wharfinger
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ur distribution team for The
Wharfinger thought the days of
sticking stamps on envelopes were over
- for some time now we have been
using Royal Mail to frank the envelopes
and save a lot of voluntary efforts. A
spate of problems at the sorting office,
with a few envelopes missing their
franking machine each quarter (and
recipients being surcharged for Royal
Mail’s error), was overcome by our note
on the labels “franked by Roval Mail -
deficient postage is their responsibility” — we
thought the challenge was solved!
Stories were heard, earlier in the year,
that there would be a 20% surcharge on
all such Royal Mail bulk-franked mail;
however two enquiries with the local
sorting office revealed no such proposals
— until Janet Moult took the last edition
for franking and was told there was a

FRANKLY,
NOT
WORTH I

new 20% surcharge for passing the
envelopes through Royal Mail [ranking
machines ... so that is why your envelope has
a stamp on i,

If you know of a business located in or
near Hereford (where our distribution
team is based) who would be prepared
for us to use their franking machine four
times a year (and the Canal Trust
reimburse the face value of the postage),
then please let Janet Moult know (see
Contacts — inside back cover). @ CRP

npany

Some of the events we plan to attend
in the last part of the year are: —

Sep11®  Newent Onion Fair
Sep 18"  Hereford City & County
Archaeological Trust AGM
(display only)
Nov7"  Hereford Model Show
Nov13®  Our own Ledbury Craft Fair

If anyone would like to help in any
way they will be most welcome
- please contact Janet Moult.

/i

U2ToON s
HOUSES[I11 G PLUS

Planning a break?
Want to leave your
home & pets safe?

Garden & house
jobs finished too.
Also canal boats etc.
Impeccable references.

Anthea Mander &
Barry Coles
0207-221-4870
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May Bank HoLipAy weekend means
Worcester and Birmingham Boat
Gathering at Tardebigge and stalwarts
Ray and Barbara, Derek and Taryna in
attendance.

This was a very successful weekend.
Unfortunately our next outing to Moira
Canal Festival was not so good. Derek’s
car decided it did not want to make the
trip to the wilds of Leicestershire, but after
a frantic morning he and Taryna arrived
and were joined by our “Midlands” crew -
Des, Lesley and Steve. Their hard work
resulted in modest returns as the show
was not as good as usual.

SprING Bank HoLipAy saw us at Crick
Boat Show where the organisation is
superb and the atmosphere is very
enjoyable - as 30,000+ visitors soaked
up the sun and spent their money. Pat
and Dick Skeet’s boat provided a
peaceful haven for lunch breaks and was
welcomed by Ray and Barbara, Janet and
Becca, Des and Lesley, Steve and
newcomers to the Trading Company
circuit, Geoff and Sallic Hopper. Des
excelled himself with the Grand Holiday
Draw tickets — it must be the hat!

JuNe 5tH was Hartpury College Open
Day where Janet and Becca were joined
by Pat Skelton and Nigel Bailey. This
event always brings out tales of the Canal
and what a good playground it was
(before the days of Health and Safety);
and interest in the restoration progress.

JuNE 261H-271H a very busy weekend
with Over Open Day, Oxenhall Open

Day and Braunston Working Boats
Festival. Oxenhall, held following the
completion of the lock, did not bring out
the public in the same way as our
autumn event but Pat and her crew rose
to the challenge in taking over the
refreshments from Liz Connors, and
Penny looked after the Sales stand.

Meanwhile, further north, Ray and
Barbara, Steve and Des braved wet feet
on the Saturday as the heavens opened
and the water rose up through the
marquee floor. Steve and Des continued
the good work in drier conditions on
Sunday and Des was on top form with
the Draw tickets.

Finally for this part of the report we
come to Jury 3rp- 41H and Saul Canal
Festival. Ray and Barbara, Dick and Pat
managed to tie the gazebo to anything
on hand and it survived the high winds
but they were covered with dust. Sunday
saw Heather, Janet, Tom and Caroline
contending with torrential rain (which
laid the dust!) followed by hot sun - so we
dried off and did not succumb to
pneumonia.

A very busy and mainly successful first
half of the year - plenty more events to
come - and we still need more helpers!

. M

WANTED

| would like someone to organise
the Grand Holiday draw for 2005.

It is not too onerous as the two main prizes
are usually in place from year to year.

All that is required is a third prize and
sponsorship for the printing and liaison with
printers. After that the Trading Company
takes over the sales and distribution of
tickets.

For more information — please contact
Janet Moult .
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| everyone

IT was unveiling day
for Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire
Canal Society when
| members saw the fruits
of their labours per-
a plague on the Wide-
| Hereford

devoted one of their

| canal.”™

| High schoo! stadents.

3 A Marque of Success B

Canal Society Founder Member, Canal Trust Director and Membership Secretary,
might be enough for anyone — but utilising the skills of his ‘day job’,
Nigel Jefferies is also the man behind our cast aluminium plaques ...

" Canal plaque is ‘milestone’

manantly marked with
marsh canal bridge, §

Canal buffs had
| regular activity Sun-
days to cle;ri 4 u-ci
| tion alongside cana
Soc member Mike
Potts said: “The vll&'
is to make sure
knows tlut ’
this is the old Hereford

Hereford Mayor
Councillor Sim Proctor
unveiled the pla?"u

ollowing the unveiling of a plaque

beside the first lock to be restored by
the Trust, I thought members may be
interested to learn the provenance of
the elliptical plaque.

One of the first publicity events
organised by the Canal Society following
its formation in 1983, was to place a
plaque on Widemarsh Bridge, Hereford.
At the time the membership of the
Society was only about 50, financial
resources were limited and the purchase
of a suitable plaque was prohibitively
expensive. However, the Technology
Department of Aylestone School,
Hereford, came to the rescue and made a
plaque. The plaque was unveiled by the
then Mayor of Hereford, in the summer

of 1984. The original plaque spawned
several more.

When a plaque was required for House
Lock, near Newent, Gloucestershire, it
seemed appropriate to use a similar
plaque to the one placed on the adjacent
Lock House commemorating its
restoration in 1993. The plaques are sand
cast in aluminium alloy using a pattern
made from plywood and plastic letters.

When the canal was completed in 1845
cast iron plaques mounted in an ashlar
block were placed at every mile, and half
mile, along the line of the Canal; this
was a requirement of the 1793 act of
parliament which authorised the
construction of the canal. Unfortunately,
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The plaque shortly after casting.

most of these no longer exists, but it
could be said the Canal Trust is following
in a similar mould.

In the early years of the then Society a
person living in Leomister had “rescued”
at least three of the original mileage
plaques, however, I have lost contact
with the person concerned. If any
member is aware of the person, or the
whereabouts of the original plaques he
had in his possession, (or of any other
artifacts) we would be interested to know.

o NJ
The latest plaque in situ.

R? * Glog,

HOUSE
LOCK

Phatos: Niged Jefferies

GEOprojects

Yrrard winning maps & atlases

@ e @ [
E’i -

Waterways
A national route

of Britain
rlmmngimap.

on cach waterway

with comprehensive

" directory of
navigation suthorities

and canal societies.

cruising maps....

® Basingstoke Canal £4.00
L Binnmm Canal Navigations £475
* The Broads £475
* (Caledonian Canal and the Great Glen £4.75
® Coveniry and Ashby Canals £4.75
including the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
® Forth & Clyde and Union Canals £4.75
® Grand Union Canal
Map 1 Birmingham to Fenny Stratford £4.75
Map 2 Braunston to Kings Langley £4.75
Map 3 Fenny Stratford o the Thames £4.75
Map 4 Leicester Line, Soar Nawgation £475
and Erewash Canal
*® Huddersfield Broad and Marrow Canals £4.00
* |nland Waterways of Britain (GB route planner)  €5.75
® Kennet and Avon Canal (283
® |ee and Stort £4.00
® Leeds and Liverpool Canal £475
® Liangollen and Mantgomery Canals £475
® Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals £4.00
® Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal £400
® (xford Canal €475
® Shropshiré Union Canal £4.75
* South Pennine Ring €475
® Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal with the £4.75
River Severn and Glovcester & Sharpness Canal
® Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon  £4.75
® Thames, the river and the path £4.75
* Thames and London Rings Atias EN.TS
® Trent and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Preston Brook o Fradley Junction £4.75
Map 2 Great Haywood Junclion b Cromedl Lock 475
* Worcester and Blnnlng‘m Canal £4.00
with the Droitwich Canals
Available from sl:.o]:;md waterside outlets or direct from:
G jects (LK) L
me&m + South Sereer

Tekpllont 0L ls“gg 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7336
mail: sales@geoprojects.demon.co.uk

“kbnw:wwugwpwxnaln
Call for denails of credit card payment.
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Picture
Library

By Lucien Perring

¢ have always been aware that every
Wyear since 1983 when the Society,
(the forerunner of the Trust), came into
being that Members and their friends have
taken many photographs of the Canal and
its structures; also at working parties and
the large number of other events that have
surrounded its restoration.

Understandably we rarely get to see the
majority of them. Neither do we have a
central depository of such photographs
which we can call upon when illustrations
are required.

To remedy this a recent meeting the CoM
agreed we should create a central registry of
Members, and others, who possess
collections, both large and small, of
photographs of the Canal taken since 1983

INSURANCE

Over 30 years providing marine
insurance policies.

m Official discount policies for IWA and NABO

u Up to 25% no claims bonus

u Fitting out, Residential, Commercial &
Private Pleasure

m 24 hours claims helpline

m Marine trade policies, including charter

= Legal expenses included

MICHAEL STIMPSON
& ASSOCIATES

and who would consent to their use by the
Trust. Further we would like to select a
small number of pictures for copying. These
would then be held in a central library to
form both part of the historical record of our
activities as well as a resource centre for the
benefit of the Trust in matters such as
publicity, grant applications, souvenirs etc.
It is hoped that Members agreeing to this
would be prepared to grant the Trust a non-
exclusive, perpetual, royalty free license in
respect of any copyright to their
photographs.

I would therefore like to hear from
Members holding such collections. Initially
all that is required is a summary of the
medium, (slide, print, digital), the general
subject matter of the pictures held and the
period they cover. I can be contacted on
perringatokell@ukonline.co.uk, or
01989 768441. For those who prefer “snail
mail” my address is s
4 Okell Drive,
Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5QQ

Highly competitive rates from one
of the leading Inland Waterways

insurance providers, Michael
Stimpson & Associates

Our Inland Woterways specialist, Michael
Stimpson, can give advice on the insurance of
all aspects of commercial and leisure craft of
the Inland Waterways.

Why not call us today, and find out what we
<an do for you.
perhaps we should be talking.......

For a free competitive, no obligation
quote, call the marine experts NOW on:-

0800 515 629

Mardon Insurance - 4/5 Dogpole
Shrewsbury - Shropshire - SY1 1EN

Tel: 0800 515 629 - Fax: 01743 236359
email: marine@mardon.co.uk
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More than just ...
‘one man went to mow"!

ell summer is here with its warm
Wsunshine and fast growing grass
and weeds, the mowers have been out
in force and it’s a real job to keep things
under control (the grass that is).
Fortunately the work that we have done
on the mowers has paid off so far and
they have all been performing well with
no breakdowns. Thank you to whoever
it was that left us a mower by the gate,
it looks a nice machine and with just a
little more work, it will join the others
mowing grass.

Talking about gifts my usual thanks to
those people who have donated
equipment since the last issue, so to Ted
Beagle for his shelving, Mike Payne for a
professional drawing board, John Forest
and David Gillman who donated tools
and equipment from the estate of the
late Bernhard Castree, and finally to Mr
Gray for a gas welding kit. Thanks a
million for helping to kit out the
workshop to what is now a very high
standard.

Using the shelving that Ted donated
and that Keith, Andrew and I
assembled, we now have room for all
the tools that John and David
brought down from Hereford and we
can see the surface of the work
bench once again. We are now
busy building a paraffin bath
utilising a stainless steel sink and
drainer with the stand made
from the remains of Wilf's
aluminium greenhouse!

My thanks too, to Mr Lee
Knapper, the manager at
Andrew Sykes Pumps, and
Nick the engineer for their

help repairing the
3" water pump
which now runs
well and hopefully
will pump water for many years to come.

The bench grinder that was donated
some time ago has proved a bit of a
headache. 1 have obtained all the spare
parts for it except for a 19mm left hand
threaded, metric coarse nut; believe you
me they are pretty rare and the best
forecast is for three months time, so now
you can understand why some very small
jobs can take a lot longer than expected.

The weedcutter boat has been handed
over for use by the Glos Model Boat Club
and as they seem keen to get it going we
should soon see it in the Canal.

Incidentally, if you are at all interested
in crewing the boats you will require a
Certificate of Competency ...

I have been put in charge of disposing
of a quantity of building materials, I
hope it’s all been sold by the time you

read this but in case it hasn't and you
have a requirement for assorted lintels,
Insulation blocks, tiles etc please
contact me,
Finally, just one appeal this time.

We can always use more good step
ladders in ™ WHARF HOUSE. No
other appeals this time, you have

all been so generous I am still
trying to find a home for all that
has been brought in so far. That
should mean that we will now
have the tools we need to
maintain site, and the Canal,
and continue with ™ WHARF
HOuUSE - thank you. w 7B
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“\[IDWINTER TRANSPORT

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS

With full range of vehicles including

B flat curtain sided and refrigerated W
B from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic B
B Hiab crane vehicle B B Nationwide B

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwinter-transport.co.uk
email: info@midwinter-transport.co.uk

I.......I...l.l.-.fl.'.l.l.I“.I.l.I.-.I.‘.l.I...l.I.l.l'....I.l.l.I.l.I. l.l
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@ ot Quite .. THE LAST PA(:,: i =

Sumc weeks after the clocks changed, a volunteer
wanted to make the point that the evenings were
drawing out and announced to us: “It stays earlier later.”

@

This one completely
stopped the conversation:
First voLunteer: What is it you are studying at College?
SECOND VOLUNTEER: Equine dentistry.

FirsT voLUNTEER: I didn’t realise that fish have teeth.

2

POSITIVE THINKING

Just about to start a

particularly tricky job,

a volunteer admitted:

“There are so many

different ways to do this job wrong”.

&

in ™ \WHARF HOUSE,

a well-known volunteer

was heard to answer

“You'll find some of these half-
blocks are bigger than others!”

Lastly, when asked for some hall-
blocks to complete a wall ; ?’ 0y

upport for the Trust’s work comes in many

guises — sometimes it’s as a thank you to the
volunteers who are helping us. ‘Mr Chips’,
otherwise known as Cllr. Alan Williams (one of
the Councillors for Aylestone), kindly provided
Fish and Chips to the WRG volunteers during
their last work on site at Aylestone earlier in the
summer. A supportive gesture which was
greatly appreciated by the team and got a
mention in their national magazine ‘Navvies”. It
is all positive PR and shows any national
volunteers that have not been down to us before
that they get a friendly welcome on the H&G.

Thanks Mr Chips and congratulations on your
recent frclusion in the Guiness Book of Records for
rving the world'’s biggest bag of chips!
frying s biggest bag of chips! o pop

PY DEADLINE

“POR THE NEXT 24™ OcTOBER, 2004

You may hear other
little gems uttered while
volunteering on the canal
or sales stands.
Contributions please!

& NB and Mj]

Thank you! ..

Some thank-yous for promises of tree
saplings in the autumn:

s from June Gericke of Hartpury, and
Joe Green,

* also Harry Baker of Minsterworth
for an offer of willow.

Thanks also
» Dave Hurran for some saplings and
shrubs brought to Over recently.

e MB

ISSUE IS:
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At the heart g( England's waterways

Braunston Marina are proud to
support the restoration of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Worﬁing togetﬁer, in the
_present, to revive tﬁj{‘past,

and secure a better future, ==

Braunston Marina,

The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 7JH
Telephone: 01788 891373 Fax: 01788 891436
http://www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk
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———4¢ CONTACTS ¢9p—=

Dick Skeet

Stoneham House, Maund Common,
BODENHAM, Herefordshire, HR1 3]B

Tel: (01568) 797 032
dick@skeetr.fsnet.co.uk

Liz Connors

18, St Ethelbert Close, SUTTON ST. NICHOLAS,

Hereford, HR1 3BF

Visit our Website ...
www.h-g-canal.org.uk
want to help? ...

The Canal Trust is always in need of new
volunteers as our activities continue to expand.
We can normally find a use for any skill from

Tel/Fax: (01432) 880 155 : A " o
email: Liz@Harbinger4.freeserve.couk  €hefs to first aiders, brickies to those willing to

Cliff Penny/David Penny help with a shovel or pen.

"Coppice", BURLEY GATE,

Hereford, HR1 3QS
Tel: (01432) 820 420
Fax: (01432) 820 877

email: canal@penny-ep.co.uk

4 Contact any of these names TODAY!

UK SuBscRIPTION RATES

AnnuaL MEMBERSHIP

B:'izlt_[n lFoxHaJJ : 1 Individual £7.50  Joint/Family £10
, Holmer ottages, Roman Road, i
HEREFORD. HR4 Q%L‘- genlnr I:lltizen Egg Joint Senior Citizen £7
Tel: (01432) 358 628 ofporaie
email: briandfox@tiscali.co.uk LiFe MEMBERSHIP
Janet Moult Individual £150 Joint/Family £200

Tel: (01432) 264 366

Janet.Moult@ukgateway.net

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661

email: nigel.jefferies@virgin.net

Nigel and Liz Bailey
Tel: (01452) 533 835

email: nigel.bailey@blueyonder.co.uk

Martin Danks
Tel: (01432) 344 488

Geoff Hopper
Tel: (01432) 340 069

Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010

email: maggiejones@blueyvonder.co.uk

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888

wilf.jones2000@btinternet.com

Tony Boonham
Tel: (01452) 700 476

Dave Jones
Tel: (01531) 820 008

Heather Worth

MaiL ORDER SALEs, 12 Hewitt Ave.,
Kings Acre, HEREFORD, HR4 0QP

Tel: (01432) 270 552

Heather@worthh.fsnet.co.uk

Senior Citizen £80  Joint Senior Citizen £110
Corporate £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations are treated as being
made under the Gift Aid scheme unless you state that you do not
wish us to do this. Payment made by Standing Order greatly assists
us and payment remains under your control. All payments to:

6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

ADVERTISING IN The Wharfinger

Show the support of your business by advertising in The
Wharfinger. Rates start at £12, there is a series discount and
we will gladly design your advertisement free of charge.
Heather Worth, Tel. 01432 270 552, has the details.

Unless specifically stated any opinions expressed in this newsletter are
those of the author and do not necessarily refiect the formal policy of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust group of companies. The
Trust accepts no liability for any matter printed in this newsletter nor any
advertising that may be included. Reproduction of extracts from the
newsletter is welcomed provided that full acknowledgement is given.

Membership records are computerised. Your entry is available for inspection
if you send a SAE to the Membership Secretary.

Whilst we try to ensure dates are correct please verify them with a relevant Organiser.
©2004 Published by the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust,

The Wharf House Company Ltd [Mo. 4627931] and H & G Canal
(Sales) Ltd. [No. 2710215] are part of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust Ltd. %roup of companies. The
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust is a non-profit
distributing company limited by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is a
registered charity [No. 1010721]. Registered Office: - 3 Norfolk
Court. Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 1LJ,

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street, Hereford, HR4 SHN (01432) 272 025
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The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this the
last major route built in Britain, but
for the navigations of Birmingham
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The
canal stretched for 34 miles from the
River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the
city of Hereford, utilising some 22
locks and 3 tunnels. the Canal was
formally closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to
Gloucester railway which in its turn
was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Society was formed in
1983 and replaced in 1992 by
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust, a registered charity.
The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership exceeding
1,100 from all over the country —
and abroad! Our objective is to fully
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile
inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
A Steering Committee of Local
Authorities, etc. has been formed by
the Trust to assist in progressing
this objective. We have a major
restoration site in each county,
which together extend to some 3.5
miles.
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