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MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT

EstaBLISHED 24 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwintertransport.co.uk
email: info@midwintertransport.co.uk
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Th: Wharfinger

‘ CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN ‘

hope you have all had a good summer and found

some dry weather and sunshine. I spent a few days
in Wales and made a trip on the Tallyllyn Railway,
which prompted me to re-read L T C Rolt's ‘Railway
Adventure’. Tom Rolt, when he became involved in
the restoration of this railway, studied the Transport
Act 1947 and found one omission — the Tallyllyn
Railway Company. This he found very surprising as
the bill was so comprehensive as to include “such
ghostly concerns as the Hergford and Gloucester Canal
Company whose property is more difficielt to trace foday
than Offa’s Dyke”. This was written in 1953 - how
things have changed in 54 years!

Work is progressing in so many ways along the whole
length of the Canal. Often the work is not "visible
with many discussions in progress; others are highly
‘visible’ — such as the continued work on the Ell Brook
Aqueduct, and at Yarkhill. The Oxenhall and Yarkhill
Open Days, and (only!) the September Open Day at
Over, were dry and sunny and attracted good crowds.
I was pleased to be able to meet more of the Members
and see them catch up with our physical progress.

We are very pleased o welcome another new Vice
President = Mark Harper {Member of Barliament for
the Forest of Dean) has agreed to join the other Vice
Presidents —whoinclude his parliamentary predecessor,
Diana Organ plus Robert Barnes, Dufl Hart-Davis and
James Hervey-Bathurst,

The bequest mentioned in the last edition of The
Wharfinger is still under discussion with the Executors
of the Estate; we hope to be able to announce more
derails in the next issue.

We are sorrv that we are going to lose one of our
long-standing members of the Council of Management.
Nigel Bailey, and his wife Liz. are escaping over
the border into Wales (I hope it is not for the free
prescriptions!). Their work in so many areas, ™ WHARF
Housk, the website, Restoration Fund, contributions
io The Wharfinger, Over Open Days . . . to name but
a few, has been invaluable to the H&G CT. We shall
miss them and wish them well.

We look forward to 2008 when we celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the founding of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Society. Seasons Greetings
and a Happy New Year to all our Members and

SUPPOTTErs. & Janet Moult, Chainman
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CANAL CRAET

Dobsos'y Bansyies. Shardiow, Derdy. DETZ 204 i TR
_“
Visil owr Webslte - hitp:' wew canalerafl_co.ulk Corporate Mamber

If you want to buy a boat, or sell your boat ...

...Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd is the trusted leader in narrowboat sales

’ ‘ Exists to help you ’ ’

... the company is staffed by enthusiasts who's canal
experience totals over a hundred years!

If you wish to buy ...

* we issue comprehensive stock lists — newly printed each day
(usually over 70 boats)

* boats prices range from £7,000 to £70,000

* we handle residential boats in all areas

* we can supply fully fitted or part fitted new boats
or assist you in a design and build project

* we are licensed credit brokers and arrange insurance for your boat

* first time buyers guide free on request.

If you wish to sell ...

* we will meet you at your boat anywhere on the connected system
* we provide a free on the spot valuation but there is no obligation to

use our service,

@ The trusted leader in narrowboat sales

Incorporating: Dobsons Wharf Boats Ltd.
Where commeon sense + quality = value for money.
Marrowboats built to your requirements.

Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd., Dobsons Wharf,
The Wharf, Shardlow, Derbyshire, DE72 2G|

Tel: 01332792271 Fax: 01332 799880

e Wharfinger Edition 94



Phota. Robin Smithett

‘ EbitoriAL ~ @

It was not a bad year!

th only a few weeks left of 2007

it is perhaps appropriate to review
‘our’ year. Yes, it was a very wet vear
and to cap it all Gloucestershire was
the worst affected part of the country
during the unprecedented July floods.
50 we could be forgiven for some pretty
negative reporting on our activities
during 2007. Whilst undoubtedly the
appalling weather did impact on very
many aspects of our voluntary work both
in raising public awareness and fund
raising, as well as in physical progress
on the ground, 2007 was most certainly
pot a bad year!

Our cover photograph shows progress
on the second face of the Ell Brook
Agueduct at Oxenhall towards the

end of September - compare this ta
the photograph that we carried in our
Autumn 2006 edition {below). Whilst our
volunteers at Oxenhall had additional
challenges due to the very bad weather

e

by CIiff Penny

{what a time to be working on top of a
watercourse!) they have made excellent
progress. And it should be remembered
that for years many people have suggested
that the crumbling remains of the EI
Brook Aqueduct were beyond repair
Just look at what the Oxenhall team are
achieving as a result of their voluntarily
acquired masonry skills - together
with a good measure of H&EG CT style
determination.

As the letter on page 7 reflects, our
Yarkhill team did a lot more than survive
the ravages of the weather over past year
- holding a highly successful Open Day
within a few weeks of the floods. Regular
and first time visitors were able to see the
progress made by our dedicated Yarkhill
team since the Open Day last year.

Physical work in Hereford City also took
a further step forward when Herefordshire
Council let the specialist contract for
the removal of the contaminated silt at
Aylestone Park. Yes, the Contractors had
to work in rather wetter conditions than
they would have liked but this essential
part of the work was satisfactorily
completed so that our volunteers can
now complete the restoration of the
Canal and towpath at this location.

Ower, of course, cannot be overlooked.
Both within and outside ™ WHanr
House considerable work has been
undertaken. Yes, the severe weather
created additional work bul those parts
of the site that were badly affected were
quickly restored and very considerable

" improvements have been achieved over

the past year. It is easy to underestimare the

Above: The second face of Ell Brook :
amount of voluntary work on the sile - and

Agueduct before the restoration began.
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the diversity of what has been achieved.
Another challenge that we had 1o contend
with during 2007 was the unexpected
reduction in the level of grant awarded
by DEFRA (75% promised yet only 50%
received) leaving us with a £80,000 hole
in the budget to complete the fit-out on
the upper floors. Undaunted our team
has continued with the ft-out (albeit
al a slower pace to reflect the funding
available) and over the year considerable
progress has been made. In addition,
whilst at the height of the floods the
visitor centre, Lea rooms/Tesiaurant was
forced to close for 2 weeks, the stalf
worked hard to bounce back and were
so0n continuing in the pattern of the year
-with much praise and yet more excellent
reviews in the press.

Much else has been achieved in 2007,
The whole objective ol restoring the 34
miles of the H&G Canal in the two counties
could have been thwarted in one foul

Takéajartise throt
a thlfi‘lﬂal Pafk

BEACON PARK BOATS offers a superb fleet
of 10 beautiful narrow boats and two electric
day boats to cruise the stunning
Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal.
Relax and vnwind as vou discover its beauty,
peace, wildlife, fishing, and lovely walks,
amongst the magnificent Brecon Beacons.
Choice of starl days, enjoy short breaks or
tranquil weeks.Sleeping 2-6. Pets welcome
Pliease call Alasdair or Sarah for further
information or to request a brochure,

01873 858277
www_beaconparkboats.com

e Wharfinger

swoop by the construction of the largest
gas transmission pipeline in the UK! Our
route could have been irretrievably blocked
or the presence of the pipeline might have
led to massive additional costs when we
came 1o restore the Canal in the vicinity
Early in 2007 we were able to report the
considerable co-operation of National
Grid which has ensured (ar considerable
additional expense fo their project) that
the 48" diameter pipeline will have no
adverse impact on the Canal.

During an (exceedingly hectic) vear of
‘behind the scenes’ negotiations much
progress has also been made setting the
scene for a number of developments
which will be of significant benefit to the
Canal — including a number of smaller
sites in Hereford City — plus the major
proposals for the redevelopment of the
Holmer Trading Estate. In 2007 we have
achieved what could prove to be the most
significant single step in the overall project
in the release of the public consultation
document for the massive Edgar Strect
Grid redevelopment confirming both
the new approach canal and the large
new Hereford terminus Canal Basin as
a major feature at the very heart of the
redevelopment. So don’t let ile weather gei
voud down — 2007 most certainly was not a
bad year for the HEG Canal! ¢ cRpP

Dear Editor,

A brilliant Editorial in edition
93 [*Canal Is asset for flood
relief’). Thank you.

You put the case for sensible
solutions o drainoge, amenity
and environment clearly and
convincingly. Topical and surely
convincing to any councilfor
locking to reassure flood wary
volers.

Good luck,
Peter Lawrence, \Malvern

W A Mmoo = M -
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DAVID PROUT: 1934-2007

Aﬂ the last issue of The Wharfinger went o
press we heard of the sad news of the sudden
death of one of our Vice-Presidents, David Proul.
David had been very supportive of the Canal
Trust (his most recently involvement being the
‘mew’ engine for our stone saw as reported in Ed
92.). He had a passion for anything mechanical and
was well known as the Chairman of the Ross-on-
Wye Steam Engine Society. Sadly their Welland Steam
Rally in July was flooded out; it was subsequently held in

September in his honour.

His funeral, in mid August, brought Dymock to a halt, over 600 people crowded

into the church and churchyard and were greeted by music from his restored steam

; fairground organ The
Whisiling Dixie. His
coffin was brought to
the Church behind his
beloved restored 1911
Burrell shovwman's
engine Nancy.

He was a much
respected member of
the Dymock Parish
Council and Dymock
gave him a fond
farewell. We extend
our sympathy to his
family.

& Janet Moudt

;
5
g
:
7
&
£

Dear Editor,

A big thank you to Chris High and all of the volunteers for the
Open Day at Yarkhill in August. | was visiting the area - | live
in Hampshire - and was most impressed by the enthusiasm
of everyone present and by the hard work thal had clearly
be done in preparation for the day itself - the towpath was
neatly mown, bushes cut back and the lock excavated
and marked out with stakes and tape. All in all a very
impressive effort by all involved. And not forgetting the
refreshiments team - the cakes were lovely!

I wish you every success and look forward to the day when
a stretch of the canal is open for navigation once again.

Best wishes, Peter King, Hampshire

e Wharfinger Edition 4



MV Oliver Cro_mwe'l

Christmas Lunch Cruises

Bowok your Christmas lunch party ono
hile Irom |"| 18] md Drecember. |
comfort as the views slip by on a crutse along the Glouces
Sharpness canal, ( for our broschure or visa
T 0845 601 7895

www.englishholidayeruises.co.uk

" Tel: 01981 580555 Fax: 01981 580275

HEREFORDSHIRE'S LARGEST STOCKIST FOR
CANOES, KAYAKS AND ACCESSORIES

Suppliers of Old Town, Necky, Dagger,
Pyranha, Palm, Nookie, PeakUk, Mad River

’ _ Burhope Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8EU

www.hbéanoekayak.co.uk
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B TRADING COMPANY

t the end of the last Trading Company

diary I hoped for drier weather —well
it was a long time coming! Braunston
Historic Boat Rally was another wet
weekend - Ray, Barbara, Steve and
Des coped with muddy car parks and
soggy marquees, but we received a very
generous donation from Tim Coghlan
{thank you. Tim). The weather then got
even wetter and the Saul Canal Festival
had to be cancelled; our sympathy to
our colleague volunteers at the Cotswold
Canals Trust who put so much effort into
this cach year.

Heather and I spent the afternoon at
Tibberton Fete {would vou have quessed
- in the rain!); subsequently things began
to improve — slowly. Then, at the end of
August, we made our long journey to
the National Waterways Festival at
§1 Ives, Cambridgeshire where it did not
rain — but we still got wet! (see Derek and
Taryiia Weaver's report on page 30).

™ Wharfinger
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Diary 2007

Anove: Tim Coghlan of Braunston
Warina (right) with Sonya Ralt (centre)
presents the HAG CT with a generous

donation at the Braunston Historic
Boat Rally

In carly Scptember Penny, Tom and
Derek had a dry but noisy day at Newent
Onion Fayre and we thankfully had a
dry and sunny day for our own Oxenhall
Open Day; it was well supported by
visitors who enjoyed tours of the site as
well as our refreshments and displays
— and also kindly patronised our sales
stand.

At the time of writing we still have
our visit to Apple Day at Oxenhall
and our H&G CT Craft Fair in Ledbury.
Thanks to the weather this year has been
a difficult one but we have continued 1o
make our presence known around the
country despite this added challenge.

4« JM
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ABC Leisure Group

Narrowboats......Wide Horizons

..« for boat owners, we offer full marina services
from 8 locations:

Diesel / Gas / Pump-out / Moorings
Repair, breakdown and re-fit work
Boat painting & sign-writing
Boat lift outs or dry docking

..« for buying, selling and new boats
from 8 locations:

Brokerage service including full colour internet listing
Selection of boats for sale
High quality bespoke narrowboats built

..« for the finest fleet of holiday hire boats
from 11 UK Locations:

Over 200 self-drive narrowboats, from 2 to 12 berths
Tourist Board inspected and star graded annually
Dayboats from Goytre Wharf & Hilperton Marina
RYA Inland Waterways Helmsman Courses

For more information

or our free Holiday
Brochure

Call: 0845 126 4098

or visit:
www.ukboathire.com ABC LEISURE GROUP
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Mark Harper MP

ark was bornin 1970 and educated at the Headlands

School, Swindon College and Brasenose College,
University of Oxford. In 1995 Mark qualified asa Chanered
Accountant with KPMG, Until 2002, Mark worked for
Intel Corporation in a variety of roles including finance,
business operations and marketing before establishing
his own chartered accountancy practice in the Forest of
Dean.

In 2001 he stood as the Conservative candidate for
the Forest of Dean in the general election. Mark was re-
selected as Conservative Parllamentary Candidate for the
Forest of Dean in July 2002 and in May 2005 he was elected
as Member of Parliament. In December 2005 Mark was appointed Shadow Minister
for Defence. In April 2007 David Cameron announced his responsibility for the Forces
Families Manifesto, to be produced for the next election. and his new title, Shadow
Minister for Forces Families Welfare. In July 2007 Mark was appointed Shadow Minister
for Disabled People.

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2007 ..

hank you to everyone who bought tickets — vet again over £2,000

was raised thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the many
Members who regularly support this important fund-raising initiative,
As always our sincere thanks to the three prize sponsors without whose support the
draw would not exist. Our thanks also to Eastnor Castle who sponsored the ticket
printing costs.

NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY for FOUR

st
1 PrizE  ONE WEEK PRIOR TO 31/5/08. Donated by Black Prince Holidays
Won by: Mrs A Luxton, Worcester

znd ONE WEEK SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY for 4
PRIZE | ponated by Mrs A Wood.
Wan by: Mr M Beech, Market Harborough

3 TWO NIGHTS B&B FOR 2 AT LADYRIDGE FARM
PRIZE | ponated by Carol Grant.

Won by: Mr & Mrs R Willett, Ledbury
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REsTtoRraTION
at Oxenhall by Brian Fox

he water levels in the Ell Brook

remained at a high level for
several weeks after the July lloods
(reported in the last edition).
Eventually the murky water cleared
and the level was low enough so that
we were able to see the bed below the
scaffolding. It revealed what power there
can be in flood water. In one respect it
did us a favour as it scoured out all the
accumulated mud from under the arch
which we had planned to shift manually
at some time! All the original stonework,
from the invert upwards, is now revealed
in all its glory - it has not been seen for
many years. From an initial examination
it looks to be in very good order. Apart
from the patches in the stonework of the
arch which we knew about, and plan 1o
repair, the structure looks quite sound.

The downside of the force of flood
walter is a deep hole in the siream bed
immediately downsiream of the arch
where the water has washed out further
debris accumulated over the years. Several
large stones have been uncovered which
have clearly fallen from the aqueduct in
the past. All the smaller particles (from
brick size downwards) have been washed
out, creating this hole, and deposited
about 10 yards further downstream to
form a low dam across the brook. This
raised the water level under the arch by
about a oot and it was clearly not going
to go down any further until the dam
was removed. It has taken one gang
working in the siream bed with shovels
and wheelbarrow over several weeks to
return the dam material back into the
hole by the aqueduct from which it came!
Many of the large stones have also been
removed and hoisted up but the water
is still too deep in places to get them all
out. They may have to remain until they
are covered again as the stream silts up
naturally over the next few months.

™ Wharfinger
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MORE FLOOD DAMAGE

Further damage has been done to one
ol the stream banks next to the aqueduct
where the water has undermined one of
the wing walls although it is still standing,
Plans are being made to construct a
retaining wall of willow stakes driven into
the bed and interlaced with other willow
branches. This will quickly grow, much
as the wigloo at Gloucester, and provide

a permanent defence against further
erosion. The banks have now been largely
cleared of flood debris and Dave M. had a
wonderful time when he was finally given
permission to have a bonfire and burn
this and other vegetation accumulated
over the summer!

Despite the weather, work has been
continuing on the spandrel wall above
the arch, and is now within a couple of
feet of the top (see fromt cover photo) but it
will stop for the time being while other
jobs are tackled.

Edition U4



Phaios: Jonn Chappel

WATER DIVINING

We have been planning for some time
now to drain the pound below the lock
in order to make repairs to one of the
wing walls and also to find the source
of a small leak which is allowing water
into our neighbour's field and making it
boggy.

Before the pound was drained everyone
was given a test to see if they had the
‘power” to divine water, 2 small rods were
made out of a length of wire and held
in each hand in the requisite manner
as demonstrated by Martyn T. who had
done it before, The test was to walk
across the top of the dam and see who
could detect the overflow water running
through the pipe about 1 ft beneath the
surface. This was not just a game and
there was a motive because anyone found
to ‘have the power’ would then be asked
to walk along the side of the canal, in the

e Wharfinger
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vicinity of the leak, to try and pinpaoint
a position to investigate by digging!
There were & who took the test and 3
who got a twitch as they passed over the

-

el

pound is emptied

the

John goes fishing belo®

overflow, one of whom was Martyn.
These three then walked the section with
the leak and all got readings in a couple
of places which will now be investigated.
If we do indeed find leaks in the places
indicated then I shall indeed be impressed.
[Whilst mavigating the Shropshire Union
Canal in  September we spotted British
Waterwsays doing exactly the same along one of
the embankmenis — Ed ]

Then the plugs were pulled out of
the drain pipes by Martyn T. our latest
recruit, who finished up well spattered
by the deluge of dirty water such was
the force. I think we can now say he has
been initiated and hope he still comes
back! John F had been recalled, afier
several months' absence, in order 1o use
his fishing expertise and nets to catch
the fish which have found residence
since we filled the pound 3 years ago.
It only took about 3 hours to drain the
section. We had to take a late lunch
while we completed the catching of the

% Above:Under the arch showing the join

between old and new masonny.

4/ A Laf; Martin and Michael regrading the
v eroded bed of the Ell Brook,
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We're here

Customer Services: 0845 600 1616

(calls charged at local rate)

here

Technical Helpline: 0845 722 7853

(calls charged at local rate)

and here.

www.castlecement.co.uk
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fish in the nets and rounded up those
left floundering in the muddy pools to
transfer to the upper pound. Whal we
found was quite unexpected. Apart from
several roach and rudd as anticipated,
there were about 20 wild carp and even
some red koi weighing up to 12lb, not
forgetting a couple of elvers in the mud
and about 1,000 sticklebacks. We have
also seen several bigger carp in the pound
above the lock but it is a mystery where
they come from. It all Tooks a bit of a mess
now but some temporary scaffolding has
already been erected over the mud to start
work on the wing wall and the water will
be back again soon.

s

Jonn searches for the

lat fish in the pound

Every year a programme of work is
prepared for the coming months and a
budget agreed to pay for materials required.
It has to be flexible but normally it consists of
building work when the weather and brook
lewels are OK, and maintenance interspersed
all the year - with extra emphasis being put
on trees and larger vegetation in the winter,
Unfortunately, lor the last few months, our
programme has been severely interrupted
due to circumstances beyond our controll

ATTEMPTED MURDER!

Apart from the flood crisis we had to deal
with two illegally parked caravans on land at
the old railway station in Newent — and this
proved to be a far more complex situation
than first thought.

Befare the H&G CT could take any action,
late at night one of the caravans was set on

™ Wharfinger

o Durnt Qut caravans.

The Mgnkage af th

L —

fire = with a real risk that the flames could
have spread to the other. All seven occupants
escaped unhurt. Police acted swiftly and
arrested an 18year old who subsequently
pleaded guilty to charges of reckless arson
and of possessing an imitation firearm. Buf
this is mot the end of this story,

As well as statements to the Police, as
the H&G CT are responsible for the site,
we have to remove the burnt out wreckage
and dispose of it in an authorised manner
— otherwise H&G CT will be prosecuted!

L OXENHALL OPEN DAY

All these shenanigans didn't stop us
from preparing for the Open Day in
September and also a national Heritage
weekend the week before. The site was
looking pretty tidy by then thanks to hard
work by our maintenance team and much
use of the mowers recently donated to the
HE&G CT. Thanks fo everyone who visited us
and a warm welconte (o the new Members who
enrolled on the day. ¢ BF
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Work at Yarkhill 5 s High

Phodos: Chnes High

Above: Most of the Yarkhill team.
Nidcle Two sleepers were missing from

the bridge after the floods had subsided.

Bziovy: Chris shows the Open Day
visitors the progress on the Barr's Lock
imvestigatony excavaftion.

e Wharfinger

oon after my last report the floods

hit the county! At Yarkhill the whole
canal corridor became full. As we
have not got to a point where we will
construct a permanent storm weir the
canal overflowed its banks, towpath
and the adjacent drainage ditches.
Water flowed through the site hut — and
out again - with no serious effect. Two
of the three sleepers of our footbridge
across the drainage ditch were lifted,
floated and deposited twenty yards
downstrecam. The Thursday work team
made short work of the sleeper retrieval
and reinstatement and also carried
out considerable mowing, strimming
and general tidying of the site prior
to our August Open Day. The ongoing
maintenance of the site is taking up more
and more of the team’s time; essential
but detracting from our restoration work
- a situation that can only be resolved by
further mechanisation!

The Open Day was blessed with
good weather. My thanks to Jim at the
village hall for allowing us to set up the
exhibition stand and exhibits on the
Saturday evening and to the team who
were up early on the
Sunday changing road
signs, erecting bunting
and banners and
pumping out the lock
dig. We attracted over
100 visitors to the hall
of whom in excess of 80
took the walk across the
fields to the canal where
our work and aspirations
were explained. Again ny
thanks fo all who helped
make the day a success. [See
letters, paqge 7.

Progress continues at
the lock dig albeit only
making it longer and

Phalo: Maggie Jonas
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Above: A ploughing match takes place
in an adjoining field.

Right: Minor branches are cleared.
Right middle; & huge tree stump is
cleared from the Canal bed.

Baottorm: The cleared bed.

deeper but with no conclusions so far.
The stone continues to slope, the ‘wild
ioff) side trench side is showing mortar
deposits and a hard face in places, and the
water is getting deeper! There will now
be a break in our lock investigation work
while we get ourselves fully equipped
to extend our work safely at the greater
depths.

As a result of the Open Day we gained
three new volunteers. Stella, Penny
and Ralph now join us regularly for our
Thursday workdays. Our larger work
team has invigorated us all with several
tasks being tackled each week. Colin and
Jerry have burmt the mountain of rubbish
accumulated throughout the summer.
Eileen, Stella, Penny and Steve have
cleared the ivy that is stifling some of
the trees and are now cutting brush from
the ditch bank. Bernard strims regularly
whilst Peter attends to overhanging
branches, That just leaves Ralph and
myself pulling stumps from the canal bed
and banks.

On a recent sunny autumnal day, with a
ploughing match taking place across the
fields, the team reached double figures for
the first time. The occasion was celebrated
by the ten of us making short work of the
chocolate cake that Penny provided. Now
what can I suggest we celebrate next!

Interested in helping at Yarkhill? Then
please contact Chris High on 01568 615 575.

4 CH
The: Wharfinger
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poured it here they poured it thera -
that concrete was being laid everywhere!
Above: new foundation being laid for the
back yard of ™ Wharr House.

Below: The concrete is poured for the
foundations of the ‘oycle cave’ and the
adjoining walls.

e Wharfinger
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Barrie Haysman takes over the Over quarterly
update role from Nigel Bailey — here is his first
FepOrt . .

ver the last few months we have been

working on a number of key areas;
recovery from the floods, continuation of
™ WaarF House fit-out, routine maintenance
of plant and equipment and preparation for
future project works.

The floods came to the Over site. The River
Leadon, a newly formed lake as far as the eye
could see, topped out over the Canal Basin and
flowed straight across our site to join up with
the river Severn. These floods left in their wake
much damage to be repaired and, wildlife-wise,
we lost all three of our large {1en kilo plus)
fish; but the otter has been sighted still here
on site. Since the flood our gardeners (Mike,
Malcolm and Tim) have worked tirelessly to
start to bring back the site to its former glory.
An excavator and dumper truck were on site
for over a week working on the damage caused
by the flood and on some future projects (sorry
gardeners for tramping over your flower beds
with big caterpillar tracks). [ was fortunate that
Chris Tothill (who has the appropriate training
certificates from WRG) arrived and, 1o my
surprise and delight — boys and their toys! = 1 was
trained on the dumper truck and the excavator.
I was previously not aware just how difficult it
was, and how spatial awareness was needed, to
use the excavator but after a couple of weeks
working 1 started to get more competent and
confident.

THE GREAT CONCRETE POUR

The preparation for some future projects
also got under way. With the advent of heavy
equipment coming to site, a call went out 1o
volunteers from our other restoration groups
for a week of maximum effort, and we got a
good response — thank vou all for your efferts. The
foundations for ™ Whasr House ‘cycle cave’
and bank retaining wall, driveway garden wall
foundations and a new concrete stand outside
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the kitchen extension were all completed. It
was good to have the planning and sequence
ol events ‘on the button” with the ready mix
concrete lorry arriving at 11.00am  just as
we completed the final shuttering for the
foundations. This was an invitation for Wilf
and Ted to wade into the middle of the holes
and have concrete poured around them, but
I have to report they finally escaped their
concrete overshoes to take charge of the other
works on site!

™ WHarrF House FIT-OUT

" Wiarr House fit-out project has progressed
to a point where we are showing the effects
of all our efforts. All around the building you
can see second colour topeoats, varnish being
applied to the woodwork as well as mahogany
thresholds being made and fitted for all the
doorways, Our particular thanks for the efforis
af the volunteers working on the decoration of THE
Wharr House.

MECHANICAL SUCCESS

Qur maintenance crew (Tony and John)
have also had some major successes with the
3inch pump being repaired after it had been
submerged when the floods hit, The weed
boat has finally had all of its required repairs
completed, and been put back together, and we
are looking for a volunteer to skipper her on
her maiden voyage giving us back the ability
to get the weed in the Basin under control. The
cement mixer, mowers and other equipment
are all working effectively - 1 believe some of
this equipment is older than some of us, so our

i i el
maintenance team are doing well! ¢ BH

- OVER OPEN DAYS

With three very wet or cancelled Open Days
under our belt we kept our fingers crossed that at
least the last Open Day of the year would be fine.
Our prayers were answered and the sunshine
brought a good turnout of visitors. Many of
them as a result of the Heritage Weekend event
which gave publicity to Over Basin as one of the
sugzested artractions to visit. ¢ MJ

™ Wharfinger =

Too: One of the bedrooms walls of

"= Wizapr House get & second coat,
Eaiow: The 'boys with their toys' prepara
the foundations o the ‘cycle cave’,
Eaftom: More concrete is poured to
protect the pipewark alongside the basin.
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* Social Evenings at The Foyal Ock *
ocial Cvenings al Jhe Koy
(‘jverfone is welcome to our FEBRUARY 19™
monthly meetings held
on the third Tuesday of every Members’ evening
month, 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Slides and digital images from our
Please note that due to an increase in jn:;ﬂliﬁfﬁ];:ii:g:; E;.:_::pe
mf.': ost of our hiring the b r.hcre digital Elll'ld slide projectors =
SN A ad'nt:ssmn let Janet Moult know if you would
charge — we hope that you will agree like to bri 1 . |
this is a small price o pay for what ike to :r1;1gt adoqgtyaur canal re-
are invariably interesting evenings. ot alloin
Note: No meeting in Decemtber MARCH 18™
JANUARY 15™ Gloucestershire and
: Warwickshire Railwa
The first (or last) miles y
ofthe H& G Tony Bowles
: Our trains evening is another
David Holton restoration project in one of
A personal view of the remains of the our counties.
canal in Hereford with 2004 images. Gﬂme i EJ{; i i you wfﬁ

-‘{;E' madéz very EL'EJ"E?O!HE‘.’I




Covents ®

. Wewisha S

o Merry Christmas 3 <&

~. anda
hnﬁfé‘;‘*ﬂ*_g_& Happy New Year *&

! L]
Z - to all our Readers! “"W&

The |“r and An Invitation to all our Yolunteers
IW‘ .ﬁsmcl:mnn SKl ' l LEs

Gloucestershire & { N
Herefordshire :
IWA Branch ' i ) |
18 January 2008 " i ?

Informal Dinner at
The Wharf House

PsOCIAL

Booking, menu and other details Join us in this popular eventat |
from Alan Watts on 07976 617 983 Ty |
The Rising Sun, |
Meetings at Gloucester : a
Yacht Club at 7.30pm HEITT.[’JUT‘?
7 February 2008 Saturday, January 12" at 7.30 pm |
Whether working on the restoration of
Bna_t Bu“di!‘g " the Canal, fitting out ™ WHarr House, i
Tim Davis from Blg Fish working on our Sales Stand or helping
Narrowboats with the administration of the Trust,
& March 2007 - AGM you are all invited to join in. |
+ a ‘state of the nation” talk £7 per head - Food included.
lan Jarvis (BW Manager, South-Wes!} Please Mkm&{ﬁ b_}’ fﬂﬂfﬂﬂfﬂg 1
selrosiplmpatps il hopion Tony Boonham 01452 700476

Martin Turner 01291 650605
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Thf key concern lor businesses after
the floods was to get things up and
running once more, and for ™ Wearr House
this was very much the case. Unlike some
businesses close by, the building itself
had escaped being flooded, but its close
location to the river meant that potential
customers may have thought it was not
yel open.

With maximum publicity in the local
press, and a large banner on the main road
declaring ™ Wrarr House to be open, people
were left in no doubt that it was back to
normal. The Three Choirs Festival, held in
Gloucester this vear, brought in some of the
first customers and as the autumn loomed
diners were back enjoving lunch and dinner
DRce more.

From time to time restaurant reviewers

book in to sample the food. As a result
thebestofgloucester Website reports: -

©eThe Wharf House chefs are among the
Sinest in Glowcester. They pui @ new spin on
old English favourites, making The Wharf
House the best place for classic English
cufsine, not just in Gloucester, but in the
whaole of the Sonth West,

. and an independent reviewer Nigel
Saunders, from Gloucester, writing into the
So Gloucester website said: -

LUy Wharf House isarguably Glowcester’s
best restaurant — I've been at least five
times and it's never failed to impress. The
Herefordshire lamb is excellent and there’s
a decent wine list too. 99

With the Christmas season looming
on the horizon it was time for the new
Christmas menus to be launched. Chef,

W

HEREFORDSHIRE'S
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BR IWIHY I
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Brewing beer in the traditional way ~

int to rafrat‘h Canal \fnlu’n‘lﬁa}sl

l‘1 |"

LEADING qﬁemﬁ <
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L
www.wyavillefbawery.co.ok
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Andy Chapman, and David Penny
have put together a mouth watering
seasonal selection of dishes —and yes,
once again turkey is mof an option.
“We lrave fornd that onr Wianr House
customers would prefer an alternative fo
the traditional turkey”, says David.

Among the Christmas customers

Treat your friends and
e family to g lunch, dinner

is the local branch of the Inland | dingu af afternoon tea at
Waterways Association who have b i = \WHarr House.

Vouchers from €5,
presaented in an
Owvear Bosin card

by Garth Allen

booked for early in the new year. f'why | - S
not join them = further details are within |~
the IWA panel on page 21] To them, and
1o all ™ WrarF House customers, we
wish you Season’s Greetings and a

very Happy New Year! For cetails contact

m WHare House
Remember! : on 01452 33 2 900.
Al profits from " Wianr House will be used for e \ = Free postage and pocking
pramotion and restoection of fhe Henelord & Gloucestar Canol for orclers over £20,

" WHARF HOUSE

WATERSIDE RESTAURANT

A warm walcome and excellent food, created
with flalr and Imagination, using the best fresh
local produce, plus an inviting list of fine wines.

Lunches served: 12 noon - 3 pm
Evening Restaurant: from 7pm

Marning coffee and cakes: 10 am - 12 noan

Aftarnoon Tea and light bites: 3 pm -5 pm

... a fine blend of sefting and dining ...

DV'E[ . G'C’UCESTET Al pecrifti Indin

I will b

01452 332900 -t

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk
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CELTIC

rsbruct ke

ediatio

Turn Key Design and Construct Remediation of Brownfield Sites

CELTIC provides site specific, sustainable and Integrated solutions
te address soll and water contamination:

* |n situ and ex situ soil and sediment stabllisation by Evacem
* Ex situ active bioremediation technology for solls, sludges and tars
* Groundwater treatment technologies

I.. Wales & Midlands: | (" North West:
|
|

yreliff CE1S ThE | Gt

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
mnstructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 years, and we will contiue fo
work fogether in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better ﬁ".:wuf& z

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL19 41
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AYLESTONE PARK

CANAL PROJECT

o

% Z
g 24
- L

Following the wews report in the Hereford
Times, and the article on page 12 of the
last edition of The Wharfinger, CELTIC
Technologies Limited were in touch to
point out that they were responsible for the
specialist treapment of the comtaminated
silt that has been safely removed from the
canal at Avlestone Park. They explain
their role;-

CELTIC Technologies Limited was
commissioned by Herefordshire Council
lo construct an access road at the
Aylestone Park as part of its development
into a new public park and plaving fields.
The Aylestone Park northern boundary is
delineated by the Hereford and Gloucester
canal which over the years became infilled
with approximately 1,800m’ of sediments
impacted with hydrocarbons and metal
contamination. The road construction
design olfered the sustainable solution
of stabilising the sediments and reusing
them as fill within the road as proposed
by Owen Williams (representing Hereford
Council ).

The scope of the silt remediation works
included ongoing consultation with the
Environment Agency and the Council's
Environmental Health Officers to agree
the clean-up targets for the sediment, the
transfer of CELTIC's Mobile Treatmenlt
Licence to the site, recovery and treatment
of the sediments with Evocem stabilising
powders (CELTICs proprictary product)
and placement of treated material under
the road during construction.

To achieve the scope of works, prior

The Wharfinger
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z Stabilised silts ®
within the road §
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construction.
A e

.

to excavating the sediments, the water
influx into the canal was temporarily
diverted to the ditch downsiream of
the canal. Following confirmation that
no nesting birds resided in the canal
vegetation the marginal plants were
removed and left to regrow on the canal
bank. A total of 1,805 m* of sediments
was excavated from the canal until the
original puddle clay was exposed. The
sediments were treated within a purpose
built and licensed treatment area and
Evocem was applied to the sediments
utilising specialist mixing and blending
plant to reach the design parameters.
Following stabilisation the new marerial
was placed and compacted in layers up 1o
800 mm thick within the road, car park
area and banking under a cover layer.

Environmental monitoring undertaken
during the works included groundwater
sampling from three boreholes, and live
monitoring of vapour noise and dust
to confirm that these works have been
entirely beneficial to the environment. In
conclusion, the canal remediation works
were highly successful by removing
contamination from this sensitive
environment and ensuring sustainability
through recycling the sediments as a
useful material and enabling the H&G CT
to now go on to complete their voluntary
work in restoring this section of the
canal. ¢ CT L.
[We understand that our advertisers Castle
Cement provided the cement used in the
stabilisation process — Ed. ]

|
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Peter Bell's

SILVER REED EX133MD
Portable Electronic
Typewriter

FEATURES

£ LINE 16 CHARACTER DHSPLAY
2K STORAGE MEMORY

WORD AND LINE CORRECTION

BOLD UNDERLINE & CENTRE PRINT
S0k DICTIONARY

AS SEEN IN THE
NATIONAL PRESS

£149.95

10 & 11, Bridge Street, Hereford HR4 S0F
Telephone: 01432 341408

PRINT the complete printing service and more
PLU S. Tel: 01432 272025
* stationery * leaflets * mailers * posters * newsletters * brochures
* prospectuses * calendars * magazines * books * exhibition panels

| 26 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HMN * Fa: 01432 353962 + ISDN: 01432 262588
Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk * www.printplushereford.co.uk
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THE TUG

ALDER

by Caroline Jones

Following Caroling’s introduction to the
H&G CT's “new” boat (page 30 of the last
edition ). the time came for Alder to be moved
from Devizes to Over Basin; unfortunately
this was not possible by water . . .

aving received the lease for the

boat Alder from British Waterways,
I then had to organise getting ten tons
of boat from the Kennet & Avon Canal
to the Hereford & Gloucester Canal
Discussion with BW managers revealed
that a ‘contract lift' was needed, as
we would be lifting from BW land. A
contract lift is rather more complicated
than usval as there is rather more
paperwork required! BW warned us
that this would be expensive but was
absolutely necessary, so a contract lift it
would have to be.

Selow: Alder, loaded
on ta the lormy at F
Devizes Wharf on

the Kennetand &
Avon Canal.

I got a quote from Ellis Crane Hire,
Gloucester, for the lifts required at both
canals and phoned a couple of companies
advertising in the waterway magazines
for comparison. Bill Ellis gave us a
competitive price so they were appointed
as was Ellis Transport who were able to
supply a suitable lorry. Bill Ellis visited
both sites to ascertain how the job would
be carried out, sorted out the paperwork
and supplied a ‘crane plan’ o BW for
their approval.

British Waterways ME&E Engineer for
South West Waterways, Neil Smith, kept
in touch throughout and organised the
moving of the boat from Crofton (where
I'd initially seen it in May 2006) (o
somewhere suitable to lift it out. He also
ensured that paperwork was in order and
oot approved. The place decided upon
for the lift was Devizes Wharf - which
brought with it the requirement to get
permission from Kennet District Council
to get their coach park closed for the
crane. | contacted the Council to be told
that permission would be no problem,
they would cone off the coach park, and
that a fee of £70.50 was payable!

Bill Ellis suggesied a move date, I agreed
as long as BW and Kennet District Council
were happy. A few phone calls later, they
both were (and I was £70.50 poorer!) and
the date was set. With the crane and lorry
booked on October 15th for 8.00am at
Devizes Wharl, at 5.30am my husband
Neil and I set ﬁfhfor Devizes. We passed
the crane on the
motorway and
arrived just before
8.00am at Devizes,
the coach park was
deserted and there
Were no  COones;
however,  within
minutes a Council
‘parking  person’
arrived, she set out
seven cones and

Edition 94



it
g
2
-]
8
:

then left — I make that £10.07 per cone, a
bargain!

The crane arrived shortly after 8.00am;
the crew (James the driver plus able
assistants Tom and Reg) stabilised the
crane ready to go - but we didn’t yet have
a lorry so they did a trial lift and out of the
water came Alder. The crane crew were
happy so back in she went — to await the
lorry. Coffee was poured but, before I'd
drunk mine, the lorry arrived! The lift was
carried out with ease, James pronounced
that the boat weighed 11tons but as the
front was full of rainwater we decided
that it probably actually weighs 10tons
{just about what I'd worked out, from the
archive paperwork for each vessel the tug
is made from!}.

Alder was loaded by 11.00am and the
crane set off back to Gloucester, followed
20 minutes later by the lorry followed by
Neil and mysell. A local BW employee,
Steve Richings, appeared to see the boat
off, he told us that it had started well
the previous Friday when he'd sieered
it to Devizes; this was a great surprise

Ancve: Alder iz craned off of
the transpart larmy at Cher.
Lait: Alder, ready for hull

ingpection and blacking.

i -

as we'd previously thought the engine
didn’t run. Steve told us that Alder is a
very fast little tug and that with a decent
depth of water would travel at some pace,
also that it would cope very well with the
River Severn — just as well really bearing in
wmrind our eventual means of access o the main
walerway system!

Phone calls to David at ™ WHaRF
House on the way back ensured he knew
when to expect us, and to Wilf Jones so
his grandson got to see the big crane!
We arrived back at Over just before the
crane; lorry driver Mike skilfully reversed
across the narrow bridge at the entrance
to the Basin to get as close as possible,
Unfortunately it didn't all quite fit so
out went the lorry, the crew repositioned
the crane and Mike reversed in again!
This time, once we had moved a pallet
of bricks, it all fitted. By 2.00pm Alder
was sitting on the baulks of wood set on
the ground alongside the Basin at Over.
After a welcome cup of tea, courtesy of
“ Wharr House, the crane and lorry
departed. James having first eyed up the
lift needed to get the boat into the Basin
in the future,

We now need to clean off the hull ready
for painting as it has a fair amount of
resident wildlife. This is hardly surprising
as we found out that morning that the
last time the boat had been taken out of
the water and blacked was in 1991!

The total cost of getting the boat to

Phate: Mag g Jones
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Gloucester has come to £1.821.25, any canals need dredging and Alder will be a

donations to offset this will be very useful tug to help with this work.
gratefully received by the H&G CT, as Our gratefil thanks go to Bill Ellis and his
will any IUWE'W[% the paint a1r1d materials team, James, Tom and Reg, Pawl Elis and
needed to refurbish the boat in the future. his driver Mike. Also fo Neil Smith and Sieve
A small fleet of vessels will be needed Richings at BW and our BW project partner,
to restore the canal and, importantly, David Bass.

maintain the re-watered sections. All ¢ CJ

Do you

remember - Mol i
the tug ALBER A _‘I
in Gloucester? (EEriaeiv a3 S S

o T T .
e A

A reguest for informarion and

phatographs frome Caroline Jones. B SN .

M’ research shows that the first its new form? Do you have in your
ug ALDER was a 22 ft push photographic collections at home, any
tug made from the stern of an FMC images of the tug either as a push tug
motorboat of the same name. This arriving at Gloucester or as a standard
push tug was brought to Gloucester tug leaving Gloucester? Or even of the
Repair Yard in 1968/69 for a complete daybeat before it was cut up? Do you
overhaul, including the addition of a have any images of Gloucester Repair
set of bows taken form an old dayboat Yard at work in the late 196052
on the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal, Our archivist Caroline Jones will very
Do you remember this tug being gratefully receive any memories, stories
overhauled? It must have been a or pictures of the tug in cither form
big job, as the day boat would have and of the work done on it. She can be
been cut up at the same time. Do contacted on 01594 861286 or at her
you remember it being trialled on day job at The Waterways Archive on
the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal in 01452 318224, ¢ C

A&D Marine
Services L

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES EF‘ETEETEE?‘!’..EE“’
REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT 5 UCESTER GL2 SDH
WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY a2 .
. 415430
OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING Fw‘}“,,ﬁ' T@‘“amn
www.admarinesarvices.co.uk
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For many vears Derek and Taryna Weaver I[ cup of fea.
have been active supporters of the HEG Time to go down to the festival

CT and have also attended many events site. We joined a queue of vans
both locally and nationally to help with waiting for about 1 hour. “Follow that van
the promotional display and sales stand. and park in the arena.” Our marquee was
As new (and welcome!) contributors to 50 yards away - through mud and water.
The Wharfinger here is their personal After 45 minutes, helped by Des, carry the
account of the HOG CT(Sales) visit to the  contents of the vans to our marquee. Janet
National Waterways Festival at 5t Tves ... and Becca arrived, wellies and walking
At a Trading Company meeting on a boots at hand; the front of our marquee
cold and wet February evening, Janet resembled a paddy field! We decided to
said the ‘National” was to be held in 5t set up our stand and hope for the best, as
Ives. Me, Derek (thinking “Cornwall, a nice we were told they had lowered the river
sunnty weekend by the sea”) was () so the ground would drain . . .
asked would 1 drive the van ) Saturday morning was an early start
containing our display, stock etc. = O to put the finishing touches to our stand
“Yes” 1 swiltly replied — thew was told it and then wait for the general
was St Tves in landlocked Cambridgeshire! public. The ground conditions
It is now the week of August Bank were 1o better: Pat and Dick
Holiday. We have hired a van from Skeet arrived to help on
Enterprise of Hereford. Loaded the stand, Des our Grand
with stock, panels, and camping Holiday Draw ‘ace’ ticket
equipment, we set off early Friday seller had his best day on
mormning, arriving at St Ives about 8.30, Saturday, assisted by Pat,
Entrance to the festival site very directing people through our
wet and muddy. Our first job is to tent as it was dry! Feeling sorry
put up our tent on the campsite tor us, most people bought a draw ticket.
and make a cup of lea. Regular Sunday morning brought sunshine
‘eventers’ Des and Lesley arrived but it was still wet and muddy under
from Leicester, Formal greetings over, we foor which did not help us to attract the
help them with their tent and have another general public. As at other events, fielpers
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do a regular tea and coffee run. This

q. year, we discovered a lellow canal

w— restoration group selling mugs lor

£3, but you could go back as many times

as you wanted for free refills, We had our
money's worth!

Monday morning and whilst ground
conditions had improved slightly visitor
numbers to our area did not. At 3.30pm,
our Grand Holiday Draw was made by
John Fletcher, Chairman of the TWA. With
the festival closed it's time to dismantle
and pack everything back into the van.
Onldy 10 yards to carry everything this time!

Summing up, it was not as successful
as most National Waterways Festivals
despite a lot of hard work by all of the
volunteers. But, in 12 months time, we
will be doing it all again, this time closer
to home — in Wolverhampton fvou're still
nol getting amywhere near the sea, Derel — Ed. [
Anyone interested in helping at this, or
any other event, please do speak to Janet
Moult or any volunteer at other events or
at the monthly Social Evenings.

Abcye: Mike Palmer (Chairman of
Waterway Recovery Group) personally
and valiantly trying to improve the area
immediately at the entrance to our
marquee (thank you Mike!).

We hope the weather will be
m -'I‘.LII.l‘I.Ii'. -..'-'.I :I II.'I'.:" -~ II.|I |I -1 |.-I.I-I -II.TICI.'.
i

————— THE I X _ti'?l.'-hil' .‘ D ‘ﬂ' ™

Owen Pell

Building and Civil
Engineering Contractors

Tel: (01432) 353 441
Fax: (01432) 351 051

Email: www.owenpell.co.uk

Twyford Road
Rotherwas
Hereford
HR2 6JR

T Wharfinger

31 Edition 94



Talks and Walks ...

Fur many vyears illustrated talks
about the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal, io audiences both
locally and further afield, have played an
important part in spreading awareness
of the Canal — and of the nature and
extent of our voluntary work. As Janel
Moult mentions (Chafrman’s Column,
page 3) Nigel Bailey, one of our regular
speakers (and also the organiser/leader
of popular walks in the Over area), is
moving away from the area.

Abave: Nigel Bailey on the appropriatehy
named ‘Bailley' bridge at Cver Basin,
giving a recent conducted four fo the Farst
of Dean Local History Society,

Over the years many differentvolunteers
have travelled near and far giving talks
about the H&G Canal. We are grateful to
Wigel for being one of them. His role in
‘spreading the word' will be taken over
by Ted Beagles. Ted therefore joins Nigel
Jefferies on our inside front cover under
the “Talks and Walks’ listing. Currently
Brian Fox also gives occasional illustrated
talks about the H&G Canal. In addition
to the time travelling to and from the
venues, plus the actual presentation itself,
it takes considerable time and effort to
organise the presentations. We are grateful

™ Wharfinger
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io all. From the ‘feed back" received we
know that this is an important role that
is assisting in building the credibility ol
our work to an ever increasing number
of people. Many of the organisations to
whom the talks are given also make a
donation to our funds — Migel Jefferies
reporis that his recent talks to Leominster
& District University of the Third Age
resulted in an donation of £30 and his
talk to the Ross on Wye Probus Club
{about mining in Cornwall and West
Devon) received £23 - thank you.

Cliff Penny has recently ‘retired
from this part of his voluntary work;
he tended to concentrate on talks to
organisations at more distant locations
which, apart from the more obvious
places such as Birmingham have
included Lichfield, Southampton,
Aylesbury and Chelmsford. Back in
1998, the Chelmsford Branch of the
Inland Waterways Association had
agreed to make a £50 donation when
the talk was arranged; however,
seeing Cliff's photographs of own
‘Bailey’ Bridge (then having just been
purchased with £1,000 raised by the
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire TWA
Branch}, and hearing that we were now
secking to purchase the ‘launch nose’
for the bridge at a further cost of £250,
the Chelmsford Branch increased their
donation to £250 - making this the largest
‘talk donation’ received by the H&G CT

so far!
*

WANTED PLEASE ...

Nigel Jefferies is looking for a
portable projection screen for
his illustrated talks. If anyone help
with this request please contact Nigel
Jefferies (details inside back cover).
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The LOCK HOUSE at Oxenhall

by Brian Fox

Furlher to the second part of my
article on Lock House on page
34 of the last edition, Mike Patts has
been in touch to say that he wrote an
article in The Wharfinger, in 1990,
which contains the first apparent
reference to a Cottage. Unfortunately
he cannot remember where the
reference came from.

Mike has provided a couple of
pictures, taken in the early 1960s,
showing Oxenhall Lock House just 3
before it was condemned as unfit for 3
habitation. The plaque on the front is
interesting as it depicts “Oxenhall Pool
Lock 1796" which is about the correct
date for the lock (but not the Cottage
as that was built many years later). On
closer inspection the plague was found
to be made of cardboard so is clearly a fake
put up at a later date. & BF

| praciical

Lef Lock House in the early 1960's
— unfit for human habitation.

Above: The window pansl above
the door reads 'OXENHALL POOL
LOCK 1738

Photos: Mike Pollg
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On page 25 of the last edition HYG CT
volunteer Barry Havsman reported on a
very stccessfud “team building” day spent at
Over by staff fromi HSBC Bank. Received
too fate _|r:|i" inclusion was an article, and
photographs, from HSBC organiser Wend)y
Alfen ."L".;"L"'J'.r]'-.'n‘_:! ot the day . . .

n a somewhat grey day ™ WHanp

House was visited by a group of
volunteers from HSBC Invoice Finance,
The intrepid team were made up of 18
people who had travelled from various
parts of the country including Worthing,
Taunton & Birmingham to lend a
helping hand.

I had spoken to Nigel Bailey before our
visit about the tasks we could help with
and had been advised that we could spit
inte groups as there would a mixture of
outdeor & indoor events lor us to tackle.
The weather didn't look promising that
day but we were all looking forward
to getting stuck in! On arrival we
were given a tour of the building & an
overview of what had been done so
far. It truly is a picturcsque location
the project is stunning to behold and
well worth a visit, After the tour we were
rariig ta go!

The teams undertook various
tasks such as painting the exterior
fences, weeding & general gardening,

Th: Wharfinger

varnishing cupboards and even some
earth moving. There was something
for everyone to get their teeth into. To
ensure that we could all get involved
with every part of the work we had a
change of task halfway though the dav.
This was especially useful for those doing
the wvarnishing who appreciated some
fresh air! When we had a break for lunch,
which was kindly provided for us, most
people chose to sit outside, This gave us
an opportunity to enjoy the location and
appreciate the project even more.

The weather had stayed on our side for
most of the day and even though there
were a few drops of rain everyone worked
away happily,
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When all was completed, at about 4pm,
the team were weary but happy, A fantastic
day had been had by all.

I would like to thank all of the
volunteers at ™ Wharr House for making
us feel welcome and commend them on
a fantastic achievemeni. The UK has a
fantastic inland waterways network and 1
hope that HSBC helped to contribute in a

o e The HaBC
team amive in the car
park.

Baiow el The
wioden fencing on
the tarace and the
new extension got
2 good coat of
presarvative.

Righi: Many hands
make light work: of
maving a heap of
topsoil.

small way o maintaining and promoting
the enjovment of the H&G Canal at

Ower
- ¢ WA

We greatly appreciale visits [0 the HeG
Carnal by businesses such as HSEC and are
always willing to arrange similar days at
Over fand elsewhere on the Canal). — Ed.

i Monmouthshire and Brecon canal.

.+ Boat WorkshopiSlipway

Herons Rest Marina is offering
50 quality moorings on the

villages of Llangattock and Crickhowell in a
renocwned area of oulstanding natural beauty.
with panoramic views over thae Usk valley
lendscape.

The marina offars:

= Guaranieed privacy & security for mooring,
away from tow path

= Securs jetties with electricity and water

= Quality todlats, showers and laundry facility

= Indoor/Outdoor viewing gallery including
sell-service vending machines

= On-3ite fuel and pump-out station

For Further information please:

telephone: DB45 230 2814 ¥ HRM
emall: enquirles@hrmarina.co.uk .
ar visit: www.hrmarina.co.uk I
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Ptagin: Jobn Ghappel

A NATURAL
EXPLANATION?

John Chappell continues his very
interesting and informative series
about what is growing all around
our volunteers at Oxenhall — last
time cooking up rose hip syrup, this
time identifving a plant that forms a
key ingredient within many a thirst-
quenching brew . .

ops, Humulus lupulus, seen here

growing wild at Oxenhall, should
be familiar to all of us. The plant’s
tiny white flowers in early summer
are barely noticeable but later in the
year conspicuous, papery. pale green
cones of ‘fruit’ hang from the vines and
it is at this stage it becomes useful. It
is cultivated for use as a commercial
crop, however, for those with a garden
fence to cover there is a fetching yellow
leaved variety, Hunnlus luipulns *Aurea’,

The main use for the cultivated
forms is as an ingredient to flavour
beer and thus improve its drinkability.

e Wharfinger

Hops were introduced to British
beers in the early 15th century whilst
in Germany hop cultivation can be
traced back to the 8th centurv. At
one time the main variety used was
‘Fuggles’ which was developed in the
late 19th century and is still preferred
by some for its juicy, woody character
but now there are as many varietal
names of hops as there are beers!

Dwarf growing varieties have been
developed to make harvesting easier but
Herelordshire folk will long remember
the 20-251t frames that marched across
the countryside and were used to carry
the vines. Modern day harvesting is
undertaken by machines but before
mechanisation the need for massed
labour at harvest time meant hop-
growing had a big social impact, Many
of the hop pickers in Herefordshire
were from the Midlands for whom
the annual migration meant not just
money in the family pocket but a
welcome break from the grime and
smoke. Whole [amilies would arrive
and live locally for most of September,
even the smallest children helping in
the fields.

As with grapes
the land where
hops are grown
affects the ‘fruits’
characteristics
and the soils of
Herefordshire, Kent
and Sussex are well
suited to producing
flavorsome  hops.
Special ocast houses
were  built  with
¢ three or four storeys
. of perforated floors
on which o spread
and kiln-dry the

Laft Hops, Humulus
lupuius
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MOORINGS

BW's mooring
vacancies are now

advertised online.

VISIT:
www.waterscape.com/
bwmooringtenders

T:01923 201120

"fruit” after it had been stripped from the
vines. The buildings, with their conical
cowls that turned in the wind helping
to disperse the smoke, are instantly
recognisable but now that most hops
are dried industrially many of the old
oast houses have been converted into
dwelling houses.

Hops have several medicinal properties;
they will produce sleep when nothing
else will and a pillow stuffed with hops is
the country remedy for inducing a good
night's sleep. An infusion of the flowers
is said to rectify indigestion and improve
the appetite. However, available from
herbalists is a tincrure which is alleged
to curb excessive sexual desire in men
(really, I am not making this upl). With
this in mind we must decide whether to
remove the plants at Oxenhall or keep
them and start our own brewery!

4 JC

™ Wharfinger

A mardon marine

insurance
you can trust

from one of the leading marine insurance providers

urit policies for WA and

4t mardon.co.uk
ar cal 0800 515 629

Mew Tesland Houwe, 160-162 Abbey

Faregate, Shrewsburg, 5¥2 GAL
Fol: 0200 515 629 Fax: 0870 158 6378

J IEl'i'l shilarse

Emailt: marined@mandon oo uk =
Mlardon Maring is a trading mamg of the §
Towergate Undervriting Group Lid =
Muharied and regulated by the Financial Servoss Autharity %
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Lifeguards

How can we save you
If we can’'t see you?

Swim at a lifegquarded beach

For help in finding beaches visit rnli.org.uk/beachwise

& Charity registered in England, Scotland and the Republic of Ireland
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Prralos: Migel Baley

‘ Kot 442 - - THE LAST PAGE ‘

Celebrate ...

DE Vs -
29 _/.: cal's ’
s reporied on page 7 of the last edition of The
Wharfinger, 2008 is the 25th anniversary of the
formation of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society. The H&G CT CofM wants to celebrate
the anniversary to acknowledge these important
beginnings and to help publicise, to an even wider
audience, the H&G Canal and the current day work of
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

Do YOU have any ideas for a ‘one off’ event to be a par!
of these celebrations? If so Janet Moult would welcome
a call to discuss how vour idea could help us to celebrate
in 2008

Remember the Wigloo Featurad in edition 827 It was built
by volunteers at a Gloucester school earlier this year. We
thauwght you would like to know what becams of the woven
sticks in the summer. As you can see it flourished and
gained a wondarful leafy summer coat!

THANK YOU

Our sincere thanks to
the following:-

Tim Boddington, H&GCT
Member from Macclesfield,
who kindly donated a
generator to assist in our
restoration work.

— &
Alistair a1 ASD Marine
who loaned the H&G CT an
outbeard metor Lo enable
Mr Maysey Lo participate in
the September Open Day.

L 4

WANTED PLEASE ...

Ray and Barbara Moses
will, once more, be raising

funds for the H&G CT
at the annual Boat and
Watersporis  Jumble in

2008; however, they are
looking for a volunteer
{or a couple) 1w take
over this role from 2009
onwards. This is a very
rewarding day out; why
not assist Ray and Barbara
in 2008 and ‘learn the
ropes’ — you will be made
most  welcome.  Further
details fromm Ray and Barbara
cn 01989 780 325,

Please  support  our
advertisers  whenever
you can - support our

supporters!

COFY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

14™ January, 2008

The Wharfinger n
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunston Brokerage e
— af the heart of England’s
waterweays — vour first port of call!

Established in 1988, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats — new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none.

Our marina offers the fullest
range of support services.
Uniguely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,

hull-blacking, repainis, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs, Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

For full information - including our
competitive brokerage package —
contact Tim Coghlan at:

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH

Telephone 01788 891373
Fax 01788 891436

Wehsite: www. braunstonmarina.co.uk
Email: sales@hraunstonmarina.co.uk

\, S
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CONTACTS

A 0
H’f‘ i 1o !*Cf-;’-‘f? The Canal Trust is always in need
of new volunteers as our activities continue to expand. We
can normally find a use for any skill from gardeners to first
aiders, brickies to those willing to help with a shovel or pen,

= : : R ) Y
Cendac] Ay of Thete sdnty TODAYI

Janet Moult
1 8. Coningshy Court,
Comingsby Streer,
HEREFORD,
HE1 2DF
Tel: (D1432) 264 366
jrottleir tiscali.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, 5t Ethelbert Close,
Suttom 5t. Nicholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel: {01432) 880 155
lizéx lizoonnors.crangehome.co.uk

Cliff Penny
“Coppice®, Burley Gare.
Hereford, HR1 305
Tel: (01432) 820 420
canali@penny-ep.co.uk

David Penny
Tel: (01452) 332 900
thewharfhouse( vahoo.co.uk
Brian Fox
1. Holmer Hall Cortages.
Roman Road.
Hereford, HR4 9QU
Tel: (014321 358 628
briandfoxi scall.couk
wigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661
nigel.jefferiesi virgin.net

Martin Danks
Tel: (C1432) 344 488
Chris High
Tel: {01568 615 575
chris high lincone.net
Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618010
maggiejonesi blugvonder.co.uk

4
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Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888
wilfred_jonesit homecall.co.uk
Ted Beagles
Tel: (01452 522 pd8
Peter Moore
Tel: (01551) 820 671
Lucien Perring
Tel: (01989 768 441
Robin Smithert
Tel: (01981) 540 334
rabind smithei.co.uk
Heather Worth
Mo Orogr Sares,
12 Hewitt Ave., Kings Acre,
HEREFQRD. HR4 0QF
Tel: (D1432) 270 552 (ermings any
WOT389) 853 Q17T jiher iwes!
Heatheria worthh. fsnet.co.uk

UK Subscription Rates
Annual Life f"l.d-"-'erﬁfriﬂg in

Individual £7.50 £150 The Wharfinger

. - Show the support of your
Jomt/Family £10.00 £200 buginess by advertising in
Senior Citizen £5.00 £80 The Wharfinger, Rates start

. : S at £17. there is a series
Joint Senior Citizen £7.00 £110 discount and we wil gladly
Corporate £20.00 £400 design vour advertisemen:

PLEASE NOTE: all subscriptions and donations are reated as being made wder the
Gift Alg scheme unless you state that you da not wish us 1o do this. Paymend made

by Standing Order greatly assists us and payment remans under your comtnol
All payments to: 6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

free of charge.

Codir Dymoit has the deealls.
Tel. 01981 540488
colin.kd @@ virgin.net

Unigss specilically staled opinions expressed ane these of the
auhar and do not necsssanly refect the policy of the Hesslardshin
and Glowcestershire Canal Trust. As a Registered Charlty, with
daelined objeciives, we canmdl endonss the condent of any speciip
achersemant, product of sesvices. The Trusl ascepts no liabilly ke
any mater, or acverisng, contined in this magazine. Reproductan
of &xdifacs o Ié Adws b 15 weloomed proviced fhai ful ackngwl-
sdgamant i5 ghen

Membership records are computerised, Your entry ts avallable for
inspciion il you send a SAE o tw Membership Sacretany
Whilst we iry bo engime dates are comecd please verify them with
a relevam Organiser
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The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Waork started in 1792 but was not completed until 1845, making this the last major
route built in Britain, but for the navigations of Birmingham and the Manchester
Ship Canal. The canal stretched for 34 miles [rom the River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dvmock and Ledbury to the city of Herelord, utilising some 22 locks and
3 tunnels, The Canal was formally closed in 1881 to allow construction of the
Ledbury to Gloucester railway which in its turn was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964,
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registered charity. The Trust has an -~ ..
ordinary and corporate membership of Docks
some 1,300 from all over the country

—and abroad! Our objective is to fully GLOUCESTER

restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
conntection with the 2,500 mile inland

“,0- '_____.Oxtnhqjl Project Site
o+ A Mewent Station Site
The Canal Trust Newent paz1s
The Canal Society was formed in 1983 \ A417
and in 1992 became the Herefordshire ﬂ_’
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust, a ﬂ.ﬁuﬂﬂf Bm‘

Please note: Uniess Ingicated it should not

walerway network at Gloucester to bemumirha{r:fgmguﬁ:ym- Ve ara
- To : - working on the Canal wa co-operation
the centre of Hereford. We have major of the:nd owners and their neighbours

restoration sites in each county, which = jl.:i:,‘_ﬂ!'ﬂ m the Truat Trf m:ﬂmm its good
¥ e tham. TR O
together extend to some 4 miles. e e




