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CANAL CRAFT

Dabsor’s Boatyars. Shardlow, Dardy, DET2 200

1-. S
Visit our Website - hitp://'www.canalcraft.co.uk Carperate Mambar

If you want to buy a boat, or sell your boat ...

...Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd is the trusted leader in narrowboat sales

‘ ’ Exists to help you ‘ ‘ %

... the company is staffed by enthusiasts who's canal
experience totals over a hundred years!

If you wish to buy ...

* we issue comprehensive stock lists — newly printed each day
(usually over 70 boats)

* boats prices range from £7,000 to £70,000

* we handle residential boats in all areas

* we can supply fully fitted or part fitted new boats
or assist you in a design and build project

* we are licensed credit brokers and arrange insurance for your boat

* first time buyers guide free on request.

If you wish to sell ...

* we will meet you at your boat anywhere on the connected system
* we provide a free on the spot valuation but there is no obligation to
use our service.

I @ The trusted leader in narrowboat sales €

Incorporating: Dobsons Wharf Boats Ltd.
Where common sense + quality = value for money.
Narrowboats built to your requirements,

Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd., Dobsons Wharf,
The Wharf, Shardlow, Derbyshire, DE72 2G)

Tel: 01332 792271 Fax: 01332 799880
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Celebrating ...
25 Years
along the Canal!

‘ CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN ‘

What were you doing 25 years ago?

What was [ doing 25 years ago? 1 had not discovered
canals; it was another 5 years before I became involved
with the Kennet and Avon Canal (whici is where my late
husband Brian and I got the ‘canal bug’ before we moved 1o
Herefordshire).

What was going on in the big wide world?

The Thames Barrier was raised for its first emergency,
we could now watch breakfast television, first class
postage was raised to 16p and we were urged to ‘Clunk-
Click” by Jimmy Saville!

What was happening in the canal world?

Negotiations to link the River Avon with the Grand
Union Canal at Warwick failed (they are still trying), one
of the early waterside developments was taking place
in Sheffield (tle econonic value of a canal view was at last
being realised), navigation on the Upper Severn was being
investigated and, following extensive lobbying, Blisworth
Tunnel on the Grand Union Canal in Northampionshire
(part of which had collapsed severing a vital north/south link for a
munber of years) was being repaired.

And in Hereford . . .

A group of enthusiasts held a public meeting in
April 1983 (at the Red Cross Hall in Blackfriars Street)
and the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Society was formed; I am very pleased to say that some
of the founding Members are still very active in the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The first newsletter was 2 duplicated A4 sheets,
working parties were held at Monkhide, and there were
canal walks at Canon Frome and Oxenhall. A bottle of
whisky was offered for a title for the newsletter — The
(Hereford) Wharfinger was born (does anyone know who
won the whisky?)

Details of our 25™ Anniversary Events are listed on page 7
(others are being planned for later in the year).

We are pleased to welcome Bill Wiggin, MP for
Leominster, as a Vice President (further details are on page
12) and we hope he will be able 1o attend, with our other
Vice Presidents, some of our special 25" Anniversary Events
during 2008.

Please do support us and come along wherever possible — we
would welcome your help with 25™ Anniversary Events (or with
our Trading Company Outings — further details are on page 21);

you would be most welconze. & Janet Moult, Chairman
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HEREFORDSHIRE'S LEADING Bﬁfk\(‘ <

(i b\ Brewing beer in the traditional way
b N "

- “w..'

» 'y
TMpmi to refresh Canal Volu'nte&sl
\

cindl

wvvyn‘Mmut j
;. 9
&L

'  Tel: 01981 580555 Fax: 01981 580275
, HEREFORDSHIRE'S LARGEST STOCKIST FOR

CANOES, KAYAKS AND ACCESSORIES

Suppliers of Old Town, Necky, Dagger,
Pyranha, Palm, Nookie, PeakUK, Mad River

Burhope Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8EU

www.hbcanoekayak.co.uk
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‘ EDITORIAL ‘

A Long Time?

hroughout this edition are frequent

references to the celebration of the
25" Anniversary of the formation of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society; it is perhaps inevitable
that some may (wrongly!) say “it’s 25 vears
since they first decided to restore the canal”.

In fact the original objectives of the Canal
Society did mot include the restoration of
the whole of the H&G Canal - [ar more
modest objectives (nevertheless important
in terms of the future) reflected both initial
membership strength and the support that
existed at that time for the preservation
of our visible heritage. Any suggestion of
complete restoration from the outskirts
of Gloucester, right back into the heart of
Hereford City, were discounted in those
early days - it was far more important to
try and preserve the remaining structures
along the line of the Canal.

By slowly building awareness of the
Canal, the Canal Socicty gradually
gained increasing support and, as time
progressed, the concept of “problems’
along the line was dismissed in favour of
the more positive vision of only having
‘challenges”! The proposal to widen the
scope to include the ultimate objective of
a fully pavigable canal from Gloucester
to Herelord was first adopted when the
Registered Charity, the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust, was
formed nine years later.

Despite our advancing years we are
one of the ‘vounger’ canal restoration
organisations in this country; a
number were formed over 40 years ago.
[Congratulations to our neighbours, The
Cotswold Canals Trust, wio celebrate their
35 anniversary this year.] Canal restoration
simply does not happen swiftly!

“'T\;thrﬁnger
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by CIliff Penny

By any measure ours is a massive project
and in this modern day and age, whilst we
have access to equipment and techniques
that would not have even been dreamt of
by the original canal builders, we now have
far more than ‘just” the civil engineering
and land acquisition challenges that the
canal builders so successfully overcame
over 200 years ago. The modern day list of
requirements before large scale restoration
and reconstruction can commence is
daunting; but as each vear goes by the H&G
CT is increasingly working its way through
them towards a successful conclusion. It
is a bit like assembling a huge jigsaw, we
have the picture on the box, some of the
key pieces have already been assembled,
and it is just a question of time and resources
(and a great deal of effort!) before they all
link together.

What is common to all of the
successful restorations (a number of
the canals that have been restored
and re-opened in the past decade were
once considered ‘impossible’) is that the
volunteers have persevered, over what at
times seemed a never-ending timescale,
with dedication and conviction to
achieve the ultimate objective! Let there
be no misunderstanding, in this 25
Anniversary vear, with the increasing
level of support and success that we enjoy
{(and all of the ‘foundation-laying” hard
work that has gone before) it is “mainly
a quiestion of time (and resources)” before the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
is (once more) linking the two Cities
—and the towns and villages in between.
The more active volunteers that we have
(in all aspects of our work) the quicker we
will get there! ¢ CRP
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It might be 25 years ago but we still have the original
poster giving details of the inagural meeting!

e Wharfinger 6
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In 1982 an ‘informal steering
group” got together on a
number of occasions in Hereford
to discuss the potential to form
a proposed Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Society.
By early 1983 plans were well
advanced for an inaugural public
meeting, to be held on the 13th
April 1983,

So 2008 is the 25th anniversary of
the formation of the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Society.
Whilst the aims and objectives were
less ambitious than those adopted
nine vears later (when the Charitable
Trust was formed) the enthusiasm
and dedication of the Canal Society
committee, and the small band of
regular  volunteers, undoubtedly
laid the foundations of what was to
come; and we are very pleased that
a number of our founder Members
are still actively involved in the
H&G CT's voluntary work today.
Our celebration of the anniversary
acknowledges these important
beginnings and is intended to help
publicise, to an even wider audience,
the H6G Canal and the current day
work of the H&G CT.

Our second event to celebrate in
2008 the formation of the H&G CS
is a very special evening of archive
film material at The Courtyard in
Hereford — within 4 days of the actual
anniversary of the inaugural meeting!

The Wharfinger
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Anniversary Events

- Sat/Sun. March sthlsth thisth &

Oxenhall Daffodil Weekend
12 noon-5pm H&G CT volunteer Brian Fox
will lead canal walks - details will be
g posted at Oxenhall Villaee Hall. e

£ 'l'hursday April 17, 7, upm .
‘ at The Courtyard, Hereford

An evening of rare historic archive film
of Canals and Railways, with an emphasis on the

‘3, Western Region and GWR. See details on page 8

C

Advance notice of just some of the other 25™
Anniversary Events in 2008 (further details of
these events — and others — will be included in the
next cdmon of The Wharfinger:-

~ Samrday. June 2157 gt
Hereford Walking Festival
Canal Walk - Kymin to Monkhide and return. Watch for
Festival Publicity for details and booking arrangements.
& H&G CT volunteer Chris High will lzad thls walk

Wednesday, July o™
25" Anniversary Dinner at

™= \WHARF House "

-

o Sunday. August 10™ "

Yarkhill Open Day &
Suﬁaﬁ. Atiémt 3 =
Mini-Bus Tours of the Canal
Over Open Day o
3 _ﬁsﬁl;day. September 14™ g
S Oxenhall Open Day =
! Edition 95



"Anniversary Eve

T A
pril, 7.45pm at
COURT'ARD

HEREFORDSHIRE'S The Courtyard, Hereford.

An evening

Irist

Brought to you and presented by the Huntley Film Archive,
this special one night only programme is in support of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.
We will turn back the clock and look at the transport of the
past when trains were steam and boats were horse drawn!

Our earliest film will be a brief glimpse at Hereford Station
in 1900, King George V at Bulmer Siding.,
and canal boats on the Grand Junction.

If you love transport this will
be a wonderful night!
Tickets £8 available from
"/ The Courtyard Box Office -
0870 11 22 330

e Wharfinger




Once again we have some great prizes for this year’s

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2008

andg .md

wi
\l?ﬂg"e°
co o fOF

Glouoeshershive Canal Trvst - H&GE

GRAND D HOLIDAY DRAW 2

Two nights

e Whane HOUSE, Over,
848 for 2 at Pevworn Farm.

m:-nunwnnmm*

Aﬁzin this year, due to popular request, we
ve sent you two books of tickets to sell to
family and friends. More books can be sent to
you if required (please contact Janet Moult — see
nside back cover).

We are very pleased to report that the printing
of the tickets this year is once again sponsored
by Eastnor Castle — thank you.

Prizes to be drawn late afternoon at
the National Waterways Festival, at
Wolverhampton, on 25 August, 2008.

Our grateful thanks to Black Prince
Holidays, Mrs J Thomas and ™ \WHarr
Housk for donating the Holiday prizes —
so every pound raised is a pound towards
restoration of the Canal.

We appreclate that some recipierts are not prepared to
buy or scll draw tickets - we apolog se but we do not have
the resources 1o be selective in who receives tickets. There i
no obligation 10 retern wnsold tickets. In order 10 save costs we
have nol included tickets in coples of The Wharfinger sent
1o Councillors, Local Authorities et If you wish to suppoet us
please contact Janet Moult on 01432 264 366 and she will be
delighted 1o send you some tickets. Thak you

‘ FormaL Norice oF 2008 AGM ’

To BE HELD ON TuEsDAY 15TH JuLy,
AT THE RoyAL OAK, MucH MARCLE, AT 7.30pPM.

his is the formal notice of the 2008

AGM in order to give Members the
opportunity to make a note in their
diary; this year the AGM will be held
on Tuesday 15th July. The Agenda and
Annual Report will be in the next edition
of The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G CT's Articles
and Memorandum of Association those
Members of the Council of Management
who are retiring on rotation but offering
themselves for re-election do not require to
be formally nominated to serve an additional
term. However, new nominations to serve on
the Council of Management are welcomed
and have to be made in writing, in a

The Wh-rﬁngef

prescribed form.

Nomination forms are available from Liz
Connors [see Contacts on inside back cover] to
whom they should be returned fo arrive not
less than 7 days nor more than 28 days prior to
the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to vote
at an AGM may appoint a proxy to vote in
his/her stead. A proxy must be someone
entitled to vote at the Meeling.

Proxy forms are also available from Liz
Connors and must be completed, signed
and returned to her at leas: 48 howrs prior to
the commencement of the AGM.

Thank you.
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KEesTOoRATION
at Oxenhall by Brian Fox

his year we had a break for
Christmas Day, but left New Year's
Day open for those who felt they might
need a bit of exercise and fresh air - but
nobody volunteered; I had thought there
might be a few wives who were fed up
with having their men folk around any
longer! However, we had a [ull team the
following week but the weather then
imposed another break in work so that
could have been the end of my report for
this edition - but the Editor might not be
well pleased?
During one of those days of enforced
inactivity I got to reading a small book
given me for a present

containing “quips and  .c, ie t00
quotes for the voung al l-'f eis learn
heart”, which passed ghort {0 ¢
an hour and got me German

thinking, which I

suppose isn’t a bad thing!

One of the quotes was “life is toe short to
fearn German” — which may be true but it
got me thinking about what else might
not be achieved in one’s lifetime? Funnily
enough the first thing to spring to mind
was the restoration of any canal, including
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal. It takes long enough to type it, and
you can always shorten it to H&G, but you
can’t shorten canal restoration!

We are often being asked if a date has
been set for completion of the restoration
of the whole canal from Gloucester
to Hereford; the answer is “no” and I
generally add - “nor in my lifetime”. We
are all volunteers (at the moment the only
paid employees are those staff working
for ™" Wharr House Company) and there
is only so much time and effort each one
of us in the H&G CT is able, or maybe
willing, to give to canal work. There
is also the small matter of money, and
where it all comes from, to pay for any
significant restoration. There is no doubt

The Wharfinger
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Michael works on the lock
wall on the towpath side.

that the canal (or any other of ithe
successfully  completed  canal  restoration
schemes elsewhere in the cowntry) would
never be fully restored if it was left
solely to unpaid volunteers. There will
always be a place for small dedicated
bands of workers, as we have at Oxenhall
(and at Yarkhill and Over) who are happy to
work one or 2 days a week; but the role
of the H&G CT is more and more being
channelled into taking advantage of
opportunities as they arise and setting up
partnerships with interested parties who
wish to develop canal land and can be
persuaded to incorporate the canal and
pay for the restoration as part of their
plans.

The work at Over was a prime example!
Since then we have had the Harper
Housing and Aylestone Park sites in
Hereford and the latest proposals in the
City are based on the Holmer Trading
Estate (as seen in previous editions of
The Wharfinger) and, of course, the
Edgar Street Grid which will include a
new Canal Basin and approach canal as
a centrepiece. The H&G CT spend many
hours, weeks and months [and even

Edition 95
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“age wrinkles

the body, quitting
wrinkles the soul”

- ‘__‘v-.’
vears! — Ed. ] in progressing these plans in
partnership with the relevant Council and
the developers; at the end we should have
further lengths of the Canal open to the
public. The physical restoration may not
be undertaken by Members of the H&6G CT
as at Monkhide or Yarkhill but this is the
way forward. Another quote to finish with
—"“age wrinkles the body, quitting wrinkles the
soul”. We may have been called ‘wrinklies’
in the past (although that title has now
been dropped by popular request) but we
certainly aren’t quitting yet! We are still
lads at heart who enjoy getting involved
in something worthwhile and going
home dirty and tired at the end of the
day knowing that even short lengths of
restored HEG Canal are important pieces
of the jigsaw that one day will be pieced
together to complete the whole project.

WORK ON THE LOCK

Despite the seasonal activities, and
the weather, we have continued to make
progress in the last quarter on our Tuesday
work day. Work on the aqueduct has been
suspended whilst we undertake repairs
and strengthening to the wing walls
below House Lock. The non towpath wall
has been built precisely with mortared
stone and this is now being made a
bit higher, and extended as far as the

™ Wharfinger
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Above: Keith and Geoff work

on the non-towpath wing wall.
boundary hedge, using the same
construction methods. The other

wall (adjacent to the towpath) is also
being extended using some of the large
stones, weighing up to 200lbs, which are
unsuitable for the aqueduct, Our tractor
is being put to good use in ferrying them
up the 200yds from the compound to the
work area so by the time we are finished
the once large stockpile of stone will be
looking very small.

STATION SITE

The two illegal caravans that I reported
on last time have now been broken down
into smaller pieces by our volunteers and
are awaiting removal to the scrap vard.
The old station area has now been tidied
to its previous state anc large blocks of
stone put across the entrance 10 hopefully
prevent any further unauthorised access.
Our proposals for the further restoration
of the Canal through this area are still
being researched and planned; as always
there is a huge amount to do before we
can proceed with a specific project on the

ground. ¢ BF
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Bill Wigggin MP

Bill was first elected to Parliament in 2001 to represent
the Leominster constituency and was subsequently
re-elected, with an increased majority, in 2005. His first
appointment was the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Select Committee, then promotion to the Conservative
frontbench (as Shadow Environment Minister) in 2003.
Shadow Secretary of State for Wales followed and in
December 2005, he was given his current Agriculture and
Fisheries portfolio.

Bill is married with three young children; he spreads his
time between Westminster and his constituency home in
Ledbury, where he has a small-holding. In his spare time Bill
breeds chickens, sheep and cattle and his Parliament herd
of Herefords won a number of prizes at shows in 2006,

Bill has always been a strong advocate of British agriculture representing one of the
most rural English constituencies. He has strongly criticised the government over its
crippling budget cuts to British Waterways.

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 years, and we will contiue to

work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better ﬁ";".{f&T

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - o SAPth | ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 7 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 < GL19 4JJ
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The Restoration Fund

t is now over six years since we

launched our Restoration Fund,
designed to raise ‘ring fenced’ funding
for specific projects along the 34
mile length of the H&G Canal in both
counties. Our volunieers invariably turn
the money into work that is worth many
times the amount of the funds raised!

HOW IT WORKS

We invite Members and supporters to
contribute a small regular payment each
month which will be used to help finance
specific projects (and take this opportunity to
again thank those who already contribute).

® Contributors pay a minimum of £3 per
month by Standing Order. Gift Aid
can enhance this sum at no cost to the
contributor.

® Annually The Wharfinger will report
how the money has been spent.

® Annually we invite contributors to an
exclusive social event at an H&G CT
restoration venue that has progressed
during the previous year for a talk and/
or tour — and a buffet or BBQ.

Please supporl the Restoration Fund
— this source of funding really is greatly
appreciated by both the HZG CT and our
volunteers! Thank you for your support.

Above: Some of the Restoration Fund
subscribers viewing the restoration work,
completed with their support, at Oxenhall
last year.

™ Wharfinger
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I wish to contibute to the

H&GCT Restoration Fund

Name

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

I wish The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust 1o treat all subscriptions/donations
that I make from April 6™, 2001 until 1 notify you
otherwise, as gift donations.

Signed: Date:

Please return to:
Liz Connors, 18 St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3BF

BANKER'S ORDER
To (Narme and address of your hant)

Please pay 1o the account No. 11600694, sorting
code no. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust at the Royal Bank of
Scotland, 21 Broad St., Hercford HR4 9AP, the sum
of £ on this day and thereafter monthly
on the Ist of the month until further notice,

Signed: Date:

My account no:

Sort Code:

....................................
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ntil the end of October we
continued our work at the lock
end of the canal. Considerable
progress was made in the clearing of
brush, saplings and roots from the
canal bed and banks.

In November the Over work team
visited (during a day out having a ‘quided
tour” of the Canal in Herefordshire!) and
I was able to give them a tour of
the Yarkhill site before they moved
on to Hereford. Further tidying
work was carried out on both

towpath and ‘wild" sides,

adjacent to our access from
the field, before returning
to the task of coppicing the

‘wild" side ditch bank that we

started last winter.

The  recently  acclaimed
Thursday work party of ten has
now been superceded with thirteen on
site one day! A further two new volunteers,
Patricia Tierney and John Robinson, helped
achieve this and are proving 1o be valuable
members of the team,

The Waterway Recovery Group [rom
London paid a working visit in November.
I gave them the challenge of removing
the last four ‘biggish’ roots from the canal
bed as part of their work for the weekend.
Those not engaged on the roots carried
out brush clearance and coppicing of the
‘wild" side ditch bank. The coppicing team
slowly grew throughout Saturday as the
required ‘personpower’ extracting the roots
diminished. Uprooting was completed
by the end of play — sorry! — work on the
Saturday, which meant the whole team
were able to apply themselves to brush
clearance, burning and coppicing on
Sunday. The burning was a very necessary

b_¥ »

~ < RS a

Toe: Coppicing and brush clearance.

Photos: Ralph Ward, Alisen High and Chris Hgh

riset: Chris coppicing in the ditch. task as by now it was not only cold it was
Vigoie. Site hut end is tidy once more. wet as well! Many thanks to London WRG
Bottorn: Barr's Lock end is tidy too! for their efforts.
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CELEBRATORY WALK

December the 13™. saw us celebrate
two years of regular work parties at
Yarkhill, The occasion was marked with a
walk down the towpath from Barrs Lock
to Kymin with the kind permission of
the landowner, Peter Clewes. I say walk,
but it was more of an assault course with
the added interest of having to transport
Stella’s chocolate cake housed in a large
plastic container as well! The team
made Kymin for lunch, which George
Hicks kindly allowed us to take (along
with Eileen’s mince pies) sitting on the
banks of the canal in his garden at Canal
House.

A return visit by WRG - Southwest
in January notched up the 300th work
party at Yarkhill in just over two years.
You guessed it — brush clearance, burning
and coppicing were the tasks set and
accomplished! We were exceptionally
fortunate with the daytime weather
over the weekend and our thanks to
the Southwest WRG team for struggling
through rain, wind, snow and floods to
get there — and for the significant work
they achieved.

Interested in joining our reqular Thursday
work party at Yarkhill? Then please contact
Chris High on 01568 615 575

¢ CH

e Wharfinger

Too and midde: Teamwoerk gets the
walkers through the undergrowth.
Bottom: Ralph takes an unexpected ‘rest’.

Balow. The walkers rest at Canal House
and sample Stella's chozolate cake and
Eileen's mince pies!
: B s Al

Phodo: Raiph Ward
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of wood chips, and transplanting
plants into the newly formed gardens,
has been undertaken and we have
also restored some of the earlier
disturbance in the flower beds caused
by service trenches and the digging of
foundations. Around the site there
has been clearance of vegetation from
the flood plain and a path has been
made through to the ‘Bailey’ bridge
for easier access. Some willow trees,
bordering on both sides of the lower
Canal, have been cut down and the
hedgerows have been trimmed ready
for spring.

Member Ron  Shackwell, from
Govilon near Abergavenny, has
donated 17 well made wooden bird
boxes (thank you) which we have
tailored for various bird types. Mike
Bowden has secured them in well
chosen trees and hedgerows round the
site. It is our intention that at one of

Too msei: One of the bird boxes secured , Foll ¥, i‘t
around the Over site Ll 9&‘
Large photo: Serub and flood debris has ¢
been cleared from the fload plain.

Midole: Neat edging blocks encircle the

yew free in front of the Visitor Centre

Right: The side walls of the ‘cycle cave'

are started.
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species’ - all done to have no impact

e

the forthcoming Open Days we have
a competition for children called
‘find the bird box’ or ‘spot the bird

on the birds themselves, of course.

We have dug trenches connecting
previous ducts from ™ Wiarr House
down to the containers to allow us
to install electricity, and laid the
water pipes and tap (with its own
cabinet) ready for connection.
This activity has already improved
our productivity and reduced our
reliance on battery powered tools
and alarm systems (and given us
somewhere to go and warm up in
our work clothes in the very cold
and wet weather).

The weed boat has now been
finally launched and the huge task
of getting the weed removed from
the Basin has started. Wilf and
volunteers [rom the Gloucester
and District Model Boat Club,
with some of us thrown in for good
measure, have started removing
large quantities of weed from the
Basin and moving it to the base
of the hedgerows to break down into
compost. This is ongoing virtually every
Wednesday until March to get the weed
under control and allow the Basin to
be used by model boats again and, who
knows, even a regatta at one of our Open
Days in the summer!

™e Wharfinger

oo feff: The ground is graded around 'Skew

Gardens’,

Too ngnt: Top soil is preparad for ™ WHarF
Hou~e herb garden.
ido'e; The banks of ‘Skew Gardens' have
been p!amed with shrubs.
Bziow: A wavy retaining well has been started
in Skew Gardens'.
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Above: Walls painted and the ‘under the eaves’
cupboards completed.
Rigti: Some of the first floor doors near completion.

™ WHARF HOUSE FIT-OUT

™ \Wrarr House project has progressed to a point
where, on the top floor, we have finished the painting
of the ceilings and walls and all the doors, architraves,
cupboards, wardrobes have had their final coats of
varnish. Over the Christmas and New Year period a
great deal of effort has gone into repairs of the teak
flooring in the tea rooms/restaurant and the visitor
centre of ™ Wrarr House. After 8 days of intensive
work filling and sanding the floor was given 4 coats
of commercial grade resin. Whilst the ground floor
was clear of obstacles we took the opportunity to
rub down the skirting, window sills, tables, both
counters and cabinets and finish them with their
respective coats of varnish, linseed oil and hard wax
oil as well. The walls were also painted and brought
back to their former finish and whilst all this was
coming (o a conclusion a major
kitchen ‘spring clean” occurred
just for good measure!

We would like to say thank you to
everyoite wiho gave up some of their
hard earned holiday to make this

happen. ¢ BH
Midaie: Barrie has panelled the
fitted wardrobes in the eaves.
Lat: He has also made some
bath panels ready for mosaic
tiling.
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MIDWINTER:
TRANSPORT

EsTABLISHED 24 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

—~ a1y

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276
Fax: 01531 821303
Littie Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED

www.midwintertransport.co.uk
email: info@midwintertransport.co.uk

19

The Wharfinger Edition 95



€ ocials d

Social ((jvem'zzys al The Woya/ Oak *

veryone is welcome to our monthly meetings held on the
third Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for an 8pm start.

MARCH 18™ MAY 20™
Gloucestershire and The River Nene
Warwickshire Railway Dick Skeet
Tony Bowles A visit to the other side of the
Our trains evening is another couniry —one of E?Sl .f.nglia’s
restoration project in one of major river navigations
our counties
JUNE 17™
APRIL 15™
: The Forest of Dean
The first (or last) miles A speaker from the Dean
of the H & G Heritage Centre will give a talk
(Re-scheduled from a flooded January) on the Forest on our doorstep
David Holton
A personal view of the JULY 15™
remains of the canal in Hereford :
with 200+ images Annual General Meeting
7.30 start

An apology to anyone who turned up ai the Roval Oak
for the January Social Evening. It had 10 be cancelled
at short novice due to the weather conditions with severe N a7 N\, Ledbury
flooding, particularly in the Hereford area; Janet Moult N
‘phoned as many of the regulars as possible. This is
the first time we have had to cancel, torrential rain in
the past has started during the meeting, but this time
we made the decision in the light of the authorities’
warnings against travelling unless essential to do so.
Our speaker is now re-scheduled for April 15%.

If the weather conditions are donbiful, please do
not hesitate fo ‘phone Janet Moult (in her capacity as
Social Evenings organiser) before travelling.
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The H&G CT would like to attend all the shows below
and others to which we are invited

Please see page 7

; for information about ’ Please contact Janet Moult if you may be able to

attend any of these events, it is 2 good day out, you

25th Anniversary | will be made very welcome and we always try to leave

i Celebration some time for you to look around. ¢ M
Events. , April 6 Gloucester Boat Jumble

—— May 24 -26  Crick Boat Show
May 25-26 Trail Boat Rally, Tiverton

The Inland June 7-8 Moira Canal Festival
Waterways
Association June 28-29  Braunston Boat Show
July 5-6 Saul Boat Show
G':u“:t:drs:!m & August 23-25 Tibberton Fete
I:;: gra:clll;e September 6 Newent Onion Fair
October 19  Oxenhall Apple Day
Meetings at Gloucester November 8 Ledbury Craft Fair

Yacht Club at 7.30pm

% 1

6 March 2007 - AGM s e _) v’
plus a talk by lan Jarvis - Ner S pe n
(British Waterways Manager, South-West) (] ays 2008

The Gloucester Quays Visitors are always welcome at Over

Developments but on Open Sundays throughout
s the summer we are offering even
3~ April 2008 more, including:
: guided tours * boat rides
Somethmg If(notty photographic exhibitions * handycrafts
= 5:3” Sel . model boat demonstrations
2n IS ong o1 the most well known rope th
makers in the UK. i.e. fenders to specia Sunday. July 27
effects for films. A clever and famous man. Sunday. August 314
For further details of any of the above: 25th Anniversary Celebration
Martin Turner 01291 650605 Sunday, September 28"
® 4 0
21
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THENY/HARE HOUSE

Tm: \WHarr House finished last year
hosting several weeks of Christmas
parties and seemed to gain many more
happy customers if the latest independent
review on So Glos is an indicator.

Geoff Wickham, of Gloucester, gave
the restaurant nine out of ten and wrote
recently:

I've visited The W, ‘T"'! ouse a few tires u)xu
will J neart h\ reconmnend it 1o anve :h W 1".‘1 s
inoris '}.u (}n”(t, oster. I admit T ant ¢ '('h'
J‘.';'L‘f.\'.l'uh L M d I hay Ve tried most g‘l‘ the '!“.".\'
restaurants, but the food at The Whar{ House
is fabulous - flavoursome, freshly prepared, and

always looks so good it sex nu a 3;'1 e 10 m’.'

it down! Plus taking a stroll u.m.u, e canal is
also a great way to let dinner go dowen m':vn the
weatier peratifs.

Thank you for your kind words.

WHARF

In the short quiet period between
Christmas and the New Year ™ WHARP
House closed for refurbishment. It was
soon open again for business four days
into January.

IWA ANNUAL DINNER

The Gloucestershire and Herefordshire
IWA Annual Dinner, mentioned in the last
edition, was held in January. Organised
by Branch Chairman Martin Turner, it
almost filled the restaurant to capacity.
The guests included Liz Payne, Chairman
of the Cotswold Canals Trust, Ian Jarvis
from British Waterways and our own
Chairman, Janet Moult.

A you can see from the photos opposite
a great rime was had by all and it was
agreed to make it an Annual Event.

¢ MJ

A fine blend of

setting & dining...

..explore the
Visitor Centre
& Canal Basin.

Lunches served: 12 noon - 3 pm
Evening Restaurant: from 7pm

Prior booking s advised.

Morning coffee and cakes: 10 am ~- 12 noon
Afternoon Tea and light bites: 3 pm - 5 pm

OVER GLOUCESTER

01452 33 2 900

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk

™ Wharfinger

Al peores yom ™ Wisinr House wil be used
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Some of the guests at the local IWA Dinner

e — David Penny
Peter and Liz Payne

; Sue and Martin Turner

L gy and lan Jarvis
Maggie Jones and

Jan Thomas

Darek Osbourne
and Liz Connors

Clive Field Derek and Sue

Starkey ¢ 2

Advance Noticel e ——
The H&GCT will be holding a 25th Anniversary Dinner on July 9" (see page 7}

72
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THE TUG

FPhotos: Carcline Janes

i\\lb.IQJEi_

by Caroline Jones

the last edition of The Hhmjqu

HA
( 'LL

.?."“'l.; de u‘ngl lv’k i

fical u al u.).JL\
l‘\f
id supervising the
vizes 1o Over r‘ 1511,
- Bethan,

janiy are now

5T Neosl e ’
il e si 1l

noviig of
Together 1
Sani, the
the restoration begins . . .

ow that the tug Alder is safely

alongside the basin at Over, work
can begin on getting it restored to a
working tug — something where there is
a task for all the family!

The first job is the preparation of the
hull for painting; apparently it was last
taken out of the water for painting in
1991 - so this job is rather overdue! The hull
needs to be scraped to remove 16 years of
silt and (presumably now dead) molluscs;
it will then be attacked with a needle gun
to remove areas of loose rust. Before this

.Ih;l son

IR SRV O TAN
o tne stage wihere

Insicle Alder's gutted cabin

The Wharfinger

The bow has good ines that will look even
better when cleaned off and re-painted

can begin, the compressor we hope to use
nceds some work, this way we can save
money on hiring one for the job. Scraping
has begun and revealed one small hole
in the bows (this of course is for letting
rainwater out!); the bows have already
been patched in places so a few more
patches won‘t be out of place! The hull
and cabin will then need rust treatment,
priming and painting, both inside and
oul. The propeller is cracked and we have
just removed it for repair; while that is
being done the stern tube ‘stuffing box’
has also been removed for inspection
and for new bushes to be fitted. Once the
propeller is refitted and the hull has been
patched, made watertight, and ‘blacked’,
the tug can be launched into the basin at
Over, when internal works can begin.

The hold in the bow had 5 inches of
water in it and we have ‘made’ a better
cover for it to hopefully keep the rain
out! [Does anyone have a small submersible
or bilge pump that could be used to help to
keep the hold dry, please?] We removed 9
inches of water from the cabin so it has
been gutted. It will need to be completely
refitted to give simple accommodation for
the crew taking it to waterway shows in
the future. We already have a bottle stove
from a working boat to fit in the cabin
and a primus stove for cooking!
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There is no urgent work
required on the engine (as far
s as we know), the Lister fitted in
% the 1960s appears to run well.
£ We will, however, want to get the
= electric start working again, and a
47 preliminary boat safety inspection

the diesel tank so that will have to
be resolved. The engine will need
servicing and the engine room a
good clear out and a repaint.

If anyone would like to have a
go at scraping the hull or painting Alder's front hoid.
when the time comes, please do give
me ring on 01452 318224, weekdays,
or 01594 861286 weekends. We will have to wait for
dry weather for all the jobs on the current list, butas g0 oc vendor who donated
soon as we get a dry weekend we hope to be at the 500 rowands the refurbishment
Basin, chiscls, scrapers and wire-brushes in hand! of Alder - Ed.

¢

Peter Bell's

SILVER REED EX133MD
Portable Electronic
Typewriter

FEATURES

' LINE 16 CHARACTER OISPLAY

32K STORAGE MEMORY

WORD AND LINE CORRECTION

B0LD. UNDERLINE & CENTRE PRINT

50k DICTIONARY

AS SEEN IN THE
NATIONAL PRESS

£149.95

10 & 11, Bridge Street, Hereford HR4 SDF
Telephone: 01432 341408

Our grateful thanks 1o the

12
n
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A5L JUMBEER Uk

Our Members Ray and Barbara Moses
organise and ‘man’ an important part of
our fundraising by attending the annual
Boat and Watersports Jumble at
Gloucester Docks each year — for witich we
are very grateful. However, the success of
their annual efforts does depend on having
dppropriate items to sell . . .

Once again we are organising a stall
at the Gloucester Boat and Watersports
Jumble in April. As usual we require items
1o sell please, either donated or to be sold
on commission. The items must have a
waterways connection, however tenuous,
but please, no magazines as we still have
plenty left from previous years.

We can collect items from the March
Social meeting at The Royal Oak. If this

is not convenient, please phone 01989
780325 or ¢-mail r_w_moses(@ yahoo.co.uk
to make alternative arrangements. 7The
more donated items we get, the more money
we can make for the H#G Canal Trust.

The Annual Boat and Watersports
Jumble is held at The National
Waterways Museum, Gloucester Docks.
This year the event is on Sunday 6™ April
from 9.30am to 3pm. Admission is £3.50 -
accompanied children are free. Whilst the
actual Museum is closed for refurbishment
entry to the Jumble includes a ‘Waterways
Festival’, and the steam dredger and tugs
should be operational, making it a good day
out for all the family. If you would like to help
us on the day please do get in touch — you will
be made most welcome, ¢ RM

e Wharfmger
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NO PASSPORTS
NEEDED!

As volunteers it is very easy each
week o concentrate on our own
patch forgetting that out there is
another 34 miles of canal, as well as
other volunteers toiling just like us,
and relics of the past (that is in gaual
archeology terms ot volunteers — before
anyone gets the wroing idea). We'd read the
book (well The Wharfinger anyivay),
we even have the teashirts and so it
was time to make the pilgrimage to the
Hereford sites!

It was a bright November morning when
around a dozen volunteers from the Over end of
the Canal set off to look at the Hereford stretch.
First stopwas Yarkhill where Chris High was waiting
to give a conducted tour, and share knowledge.
I think the thing about Yarkhill, that struck
those who hadn’t been before, was just what a
long stretch it was. It can’t always be envisaged
from the photos in The Wharfinger.

Next stop, of course, was the pub for a drink
and sandwiches before setting off to Skew
Bridge and the surrounding stretch in water.
From there is was time to move on to Aylestone
Park. Although the Canal is not completed,
the work of removing the silt is done. We then
visited the Holmer stretch next door to Avlestone
and were shown the entrance to Avlestone
Tunnel, lving hidden from general view by much
undergrowth.

On to Hereford city centre and the ‘Farriery
College’ where the diverted Widemarsh Brook
marks the future Canal route very clearly, complete
with recent bridges. We finally looked at where land
was cleared by Widemarsh Bridge in readiness for
the Canal to lead out from the brand new basin that
will one day be the hub of the major regeneration
project within Hereford.

You can imagine we had walked some considerable
distance by this time. David Penny had filled in
many details and given small detours to complete
the picture. I think we all gained something from
the day and it was great to get the following note of
thanks from two on the trip. ¢ MJ

= r— 27
The Wharfinger

Eonor: Dversion route reserved for the
Canal in Hereford adjacent to the A49.

Thank you for or;ams)ng.!.'Jim-.y's.:;
yesterday. It was very ‘r;!e:'e?sg,;bwnr,‘r‘
informative to KNG¥ what s n-,:,-.rn}.',_ _,,’
and to see some of tie 0id structures gnd
archaeology from past times.

Malcolm & Sandra Claxton

If you would like 1o see more of the
Canal there will be some mintbus tours
organised in the surmmer as part of our
25th Anniversary Celebrations.
Details on page 7.
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We're here

Customer Services: 0845 600 1616

(calls charged at local rate)

here

Technical Helpline: 0845 722 7853

(calls charged at local rate)

and here.

www.castlecement.co.uk

K CASTLE cemenT

S— — m —
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Just one day in the life of Over Volunteers!

may be in the midst of winter
but here is a typical Wednesday in
February at Over Basin.

Before the mist has cleared Ted Tedaldi
and his team from the Gloucester and
District Model Boat Club, row out
on to the Basin to continue clearing the
weed. Down by the workshop John is
overhauling an outboard motor.

As the sun breaks through the mist Paul and Barrie can
be seen continuing the brickwork of the wavy wall in the
newly nicknamed ‘Skew Gardens’.

Mecanwhile, Henry and Andy are on site to continue work
on the balcony for ™ Wearr House, and Mike and Dave are
on the slipway working on the weedcutter. There were other
volunteers gardening and planting around the site.

Work is always varied at all our sites along the H&G;
would YOU like to join one of our teams?

We would like to recruit YOU to helpl
If you would be interested in joining one of our
teams on the Hereford and Gloucester Canal
please contact one of the following: —

Over teams

Saturdays: Maggie Jones 01452 618010
Wednesdays: \Vilf Jones 01452 413 888
Oxenhall team

Tuesdays: Brian Fox 01432 358 628
Yarkhill team

Thursdays: Chris High 01568 615 575

n
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Canal Trust Craft Fair 2007

Saturday November 10th 2007 was the
day when HE&G Canal (Sales) - on behalf
of the HEG CT - once again 1ook over St
Katherine's Hall in Ledbury for our annnal
Craft Fair. Our Trading Company volunteer,
who undertakes all
the organising, is
Pat Skeet (thank
you, Pat!). Here
is her account of
an exhausting but
rewarding day . . .

ust prior to the

event, I was
in total despair.
Three of my
“usual” helpers
had had to cry off
and two of the
stallholders had
cancelled! Thanks
to the valiant
efforts of the other helpers who could
come, and the miraculous arrival of a
Fairtrade Craft stall at 36 hours’ notice,
we were able to open for “business as
usual”.

The day went very well, with hot soup
and rolls served for lunch instead of
our more normal cold rolls! Our cakes,

Ledbury Craft Fair 2005, T

at Ledbury

as usual, were extremely popular. The
atmosphere was warm and friendly, with
a steady trickle of customers. We ended the
day with general enthusiasm from the all
staltholders to repeat the experience next year,

aprofitof £185.00

and even more
people becoming
awareofthe HEG
Canal and of our
voluniary work.
My  heartfelt
gratitude 1o all
wiho helped so
willingly.

The 2008
* Craft Fair is
on Saturday,
-\ November 8th,
{ again at St

Katherine’s
Hall in Ledbury.
If you know of anyone who would like
to have a stall there, or if vou can come
along and help, please contact me on
01568 797032. If not, please put the date
in your diary now, before you forget, and
come along and shop early for Christmas, in
comfort and with a wide choice of beautiful,
unusual gifts. ¢ PS

Steam Trains into Snowdonia
Country Walks from Stations
Spectacular Waterfalls

Cafeés, Gift Shop, Free Museum

RHEILFFORDD

TAI.YLLYN

RAILWAY

Easy Parking at Tywyn Wharf

Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd
01654 710472 enquiriesi=talyllyn.co.uk
www.talyllyn.co.uk
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A mardon marir_ne

iAsurance
you can trust

from one of the leading marine insurance providers

for IWA and

e Official ¢
NABO members

unt policie

e Fitting out, Residential, Commercia

and Private Pleasure policies

e Highly competitive quotes and

expert advice

For an immediate no obligation

quote and instant cove

4t mardon.co.uk
orcall 0800 515 629

nours

New Zealand House, 160-162 Abbey
Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6AL

Tel: 0800 515 629 Fax: (870 156 6378 { B

Emaik marine@mardon.co.uk E
Mardon Marine b a rading name of the 2
Towergate Undenwriting Group Ltd. i
Authorised and regulated by the Finandal Services Authority ¥

™ Wharfinger

_ﬁeport

his year’s SKittles
match  held in

January, was held at the Rising
Sun at Hartpury. Over volunteer, Tony
Boonham took up the challenge to
organise and co-ordinate the volunteers,
and a grand job he did, with 30-40
volunteers and their families turning up
from both ends of the Canal.

With Wilf Jones at the
score board, it naturally
became a battle of the
sexes and although 80
there were some good
scores on both teams the
women thought it best
to let the men win in the
end. This was evened up by our
closing game of ‘Killer’. Anne Hanscombe
came out as clear winner, with Franco,
who claims this crazy English game is
never played in his native Italy, being a
close second.

Thank you to Tony lor organising
the cvent and thank you also to
Caroline, Neil Beth and Sam for all the
‘sticking-up’ they did throughout the
evening.

¢ MJ

~0. Neil Jones
Vidide: Anne
Handscombe g
Malcombe f
Claxton -
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The LOCK HOUSE at Oxenhall

by Nigel Jefferies

When the first part of Brian Fox’s two-part 1990, containing the first apparent reference
article about the naming of the dwelling to a Cottage in our magazine, but that he
adjacent to House Lock at Oxenhall could not remember where the reference
was published (page 32 of Ed 92 of The came from.

Wharfinger) I had no idea that the subject Since David Bick wrote the most
1" \l,",‘l till he | Aicer ;. i ] > l1ter! . .

wouldstiil be in discussion 4 issies later! - authoritative accounts of the canal my
Nigel Jefferies dons his historical hat i search started there. In the chapter entitled
(continue) the debate . . . to be a House “Along the Towpath”, on page 48 of the
or a Cotiage, that appears to be the first edition of his book The Hereford &
o Gloucester Canal (published in 1979), he

have followed with some interest the refers to “House Lock, adjacent to Lock cottage.”
rticles in The Wharfinger by Brian However on page 50 there is a photograph of

Fox and in particular when the House the building and the lock entrance, entitled
was first referred to as a Cottage since, in “Lock House and House Lock, Oxenhall” On
1996, I made the plaque which the Trust page 76 (which gives details of the Industrial
affixed to the property which states Archaeology) it is also referred 1o as

“LOCK HOUSE".
In Old Industrial Sites
in Wyedean, by A G
R Cross (published in
1982), on page 94, there
is a photograph entitled
“Tow Path and Lock Cottage
near Oxenhall”, Tt shows the

“Lock Cottage Oxenhall”; I
wondered if I have been
party to an error?

The cast aluminium alloy
plaque was one of anumber
I made and before making
the plaques I was careful
to establish the wording

required, so on reflection I The plaque on the building from the north, with
have been wondering how the frontofthe propety.  a wooden fence and overgrown
building adjacent to House Lock, hedge in front.

has come to be referred to as a cottage. In In Walking Canals, edited by Ronald

the last cdition of The Wharfinger (o1 pygeell (published in 1984), in the walk
page 33) Mike Potts recorded that an article along part of the Hereford and Gloucester
had appeared in an edition published in Canal (on page 66, contributed by David
Bick) it is referred to as “Lock Cortage” and
David refers to its Palladian style and that
it was built in 1838 to Stephen Ballard's
design. At the top of the same page is a map
showing the section of the canal between
Newent and Dymock on which “Lock &
Lock Cottage” are annotated.

In 1994 Oakwood Press printed the
second edition of David Bick’s book and in
the chapter Along the Towpath” (on page 72)
there is a new, full page photograph showing
“Lock Cortage in 1976" and the entrance
to House Lock, with a young child in the
foreground, presumably 1o show the scale.

Moo G Panny

Lo
[39]

e Wharfinger Edition 95



On the following page he now records that
“Both House Lock and Lock Cottage are Listed
structures but in a badly deteriorating condition.”
Moreover in the Industrial Archaelogy (sic)
(on page 102) David made a change from
the first edition and refers to it as “Lack
Cortage”.

Oakwood Press published the third
edition of David Bick's book in 2003, on page
71 there is a new photograph showing part
of the canal pound restored by the H&G CT
(immediately to the north of House Lock)
and, in the background, what David refers
to as “Lock Cottage” in the unrestored state.
On page 72 he includes a photograph, taken
by Alfred Watkins c1882, which originally
appeared on the dust jacket of the first
edition. This was mistakenly thought to be
of House Lock, Oxenhall and the adjacent
building; however, he correctly identified
the photograph as being of the lock and
building at Rudford. In the text on page
73, he acknowledges the mistake came to
light after the careful work of Brian Fox and
David Bick stated, “... my only excuse is that the

two lacks and leck cottages did indeed look very
mich alike.”

In conclusion; I would have been
disappointed if I had been responsible for
perpetuating any inaccuracy that might
have compromised the historical name
of the building concerned. However,
unless further evidence comes to light, it
would seem that David Bick referred to
the building as a both a *Cottage’ and a
‘House’ in the first edition of his book,
published in 1979. In subsequent editions
of his book and in writing elsewhere, he
then referred to the building beside House
Lock solely as a ‘Cottage’, and this is how
the change has arisen.

ps. Witen looking through some documents,
since writing this article, I discovered a copy of
the (mid 1980's) ‘Notification of Listing" of
the building adjacent to House Lock - which
is identified on the official ‘Notice' as “Lock
Cottage”! ¢ NJ

continues overieaf...

> Monmouthshire and Brecon canal,

N landscape.

Herons Rest Marina
Last few Available...

Quality moorings on the

The marina is situated just outside of the
villages of Liangattock and Crickhowell in a
rencwned area of outstanding natural beauty,
with panoramic views over the Usk valley

The marina offers:

* Guaranteed privacy & security for mooring,
away from tow path

« Secure jetties with electricity and water

* Quolity tollets, showers and laundry facility

* Indoor/Outdoor viewing gallery including
self-service vending machines

* Boal Workshop/Sipway

* On-site fuel and pump-out station
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continued from overleaf,..

Dear Editor,

In the 94th Edition of The
additional article by Brian

attached to that

May | take
Potts from all
myself alone!
passers-by
something

such s

m = =i 1\ =

the house | obtained a
with acrylic paint.

The wording was painted in a fair imitation
research at that stage that | wrongly assumed the

such was the state of

Wharfinger there appears
Fox on the Lock House at Oxenhall which
contains a photograph Dy Mike Potts relating to a
puilding in the 1960's. In an editorial comment Dy
yourself is contained a hint of some practical joke on the part of Mike.

this opportunity of completely exonerating Mr.

ons ~
As the then owner of the
frequently commenting on the
to do with the railway then,

storm drainage channel?” that as part
section of hardboard and did a mock-up signboard

(on page 33] an

false name plague

is none other than
property | had got sO fed up in
lines of “was this old cottage
and is that ditch some kind of
of the works then proceeding 10

the culprit

of late 18" century script, but

puilding was of the same date as the construction of the adjoining canal

and lock. It was only later, when someone
of shorthand in which tne notebooks of

the obscure form

{held in the Hereford Record Office) were
translated to get the correct building

your

As a side issue, may | draw

picket fence of the property? Th

when | purchased
of old barrel staves.

Canalside, Huntworth,

Regards,

de‘{)l;g:kRycl))L_l for your contribution to the
gl obin — I am pleased to hear that
e Potts is innocent! And thanks to the
research by Nigel we now know that the
apparent confusion in the name occurred
be{bre the building was first referred to as
a ‘Cottage’ in The Wharfinger in 1990
However, is it correct for us to assume
‘t}t;at, just bt.:cause it is adjacent to
caﬁu‘s‘e‘ Lock’, the dwelling was ever
ed ‘Lock House’? The property was

" Wharfinger
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is was the original fence
the house and was constructed
As such it was
rating through old age, and | replaced
steel paddock fence made from scratch. including
a gate, to my measurements by Tony Woolrich of
near Bridgwater. | am Very
glad to see this attractive fencing has been readapted
and repainted Dy the present OWner.

Robin Stiles. Bristol

had taken the trouble of learning
Stephen Ballard
largely written, that they could be
date; ie. 1838,

attention to the front

finally deterio-
it with a mild

Robin had made.

not built until nearly 40 i
part of the Canal wasy openyeeda l;f) f}?c?i.tl)l:li
could well have been called ‘House Lock’
on account of another building in the area
~ perhaps long demolished?

_Also, can a house be a i
is interesting to note thafm:!l}fc Iull:
gunedncd!) definition of such a buildin
in Th“e Concise Oxford Dictlonarf'
reads “cottage n. 1. labourer’s or villager’s

small dwelling; small c
L g country or suburban
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L‘» Waterways

AVAILABLE

MOORINGS

BW's mooring
vacancies are now

advertised online.

VISIT:
www.waterscape.com/
bwmooringtenders

T:01923 201120

Takéecrtise throth
aN tf‘aﬁl Park

P W P ¥ 4 .
BEACON PARK BOATS offers a superb fleet
of 10 beautiful narrow boats and two electric
day boats to cruise the stunning
Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal.
Relax and unwind as you discover its beauty,
peace, wildlife, fshing, and lovely walks,
amongst the magnificent Brecon Beacons,
Choice of start days, enjoy short breaks or
tranquil weeks.Sleeping 2-6. Pets welcome
Please call Alasdair or Sarah for further
information or to request a brochure.

01873 858277
www.beaconparkboats.com

PRINT
PLUS

the complete printing service and more

Tel:01432 272025

* stationery * leaflets * mailers * posters * newsletters * brochures
* prospectuses * calendars * magazines * books * exhibition panels

126 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HN « Fax: 01432 353962 + ISDN: 01432 262988
Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk * www.printplushereford.co.uk

The Wharfinger

h
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ABC Leisure Group

Narrowboats......Wide Horizons

... for boat owners, we offer full marina services
from 8 locations:

Diesel / Gas / Pump-out / Moorings
Repair, breakdown and re-fit work
Boat painting & sign-writing
Boat lift outs or dry docking

. for buying, selling and new boats
from 8 locations:

Brokerage service including full colour internet listing
Selection of boats for sale
High quality bespoke narrowboats built

... for the finest fleet of holiday hire boats
from 11 UK Locations:

Over 200 self-drive narrowboats, from 2 to 12 berths
Tourist Board inspected and star graded annually
Dayboats from Goytre Wharf & Hilperton Marina
RYA Inland Waterways Helmsman Courses

For more information

or our free Holiday
Brochure

Call: 0845 126 4098

or visit:
www.ukboathire.com ABC LEISURE GROUP
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A NATURAL
EXPLANATION?

Regular visitors to the HEG Canal will
often remark at how the surroundings
change as the seasons progress through
the year. However, few can be quite as
observant as our reqular volunteer John
Chappell, who continues his fascinating
series about what is growing alongside
the Caunal at Oxenhall = but watch out
Jor the bears . ..

R?msons. botanically Aliitai wrsinuin,
is a bulbous, wild relative of chives
and belongs to the onion family. It is
also known as wild, wood or bear’s
garlic. Brown bears are evidently
partial to bulbs of ramsons and dig
up the ground to get at them (and
the botanic name is derived from the
Latin wrsa, — bear). Fortunately, we don't
encounter too many brown bears at Oxenhall
- although some of the grunts we hear from
the direction of the stone saw when there is a
problem, makes s wonder!

The plant grows mainly in swampy
deciduous woodlands, being most
common in areas with slightly acidic
soils. Flowers are produced before
the trees break into leafl and the air is
filled with a characteristic strong, onion
smell. Given a position in semi-shade,
preferably in moist conditions under
trees it will succeed in most soils and left
it toits own devices will grow abundantly
forming a dense carpet which can be
very invasive. The banks of the canal at
Oxenbhall are an ideal habitat.

All parts of the plant can be eaten.
The glossy green, spear-shaped leaves
are delicious raw or cooked and in mild
winters can be harvested as early as the
middle of January. They have a distinct
garlic flavour adding something special
to a winter salad and can be used as
flavouring in soups and stews being
milder than garlic cloves. The white, star-

™ Wharfinger
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Ramsaons, Allium ursinim

shaped flowers have a somewhat stronger
flavour and open as the leaves lose their
vitality. They can be used in exactly the
same way making a decorative and
tasty addition to a salad. Bulbs of wild
garlic, despite being small and fiddly to
harvest are best gathered when the plant
is dormant from July to January; like the
flowers and leaves they can be caten raw
or cooked and have a strong, but mild,
garlic flavour. Wild garlic has most of
the benefits of the cultivated form and
when used regularly is a very beneficial
addition to the diet. It is particularly
effective in reducing high blood pressure
and blood cholesterol levels so promoting
the general health of the body.

If you really like the look of this plant
it would be easy to introduce it into the
garden and we can offer seeds or bulbs
10 interested gardeners! I wonld caution
however that it is very invasive and once
introduced to your plot you will never be rid
of it. However, something to consider is
that Ramsons were once used as fodder
and it is said that cows fed on them gave
milk that tasted slightly of garlic. Butter
made from the milk was said to be very
popular in 19th century Switzerland.
Garlic bread anyone? ¢ JC

Edition 95
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Lifeguards

How can we save you
If we can’t see you?

Swim at a lifeguarded beach

For help in finding beaches visit rnli.org.uk/beachwise

A Charity registered in England, Scotland and the Republic of Ireland
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‘ Not 44%¢- - THE LAST PAGE ’
25 things to de in 2008 ...

Please enter into the spirit of our 25" Anniversary Year by seeing just how many of
the boxes you can tick - if you are able to say to some “I already do that” — then thank
you! By the end of our 25% Anniversary Year we will have listed 25 boxes to tick . . .

Recruit a new Individual or
Family Member to the H&6G CT
(information leaflets, which include a
Membership Form, are available at
= Wrarr House, at our monthly

Social Evenings, or by post from
Janet Moult.)

Sell (or buy!) Grand Holiday
Draw tickets (see page 9).

Take a friend to ™ Wrarr House
for the first time for morning coffee

& cakes/afternoon tea and light

bites (for opening times see page 22).

THANK YOU

Following our request for a portable
projection screen (at the end of the
article on Talks and Walks, on page 32
of the last edition of The Wharfinger)
screens were donated by Members
Michael Wright and the Rev Peter
Lawrence of Malvern (who donated a
projector screen and stand and kindly
delivered them to Nigel Jefferies).
Several other Members contacted Nigel
with offers, which he individually
acknowledged and thanked at the time.
Our repeated thanks to all concerned.

Help to run a H&G CT Open Day or
other event (please see page 21
and contact the relevant organiser;
you will be made most welcome).

Subscribe to the H&G CT
Restoration Fund (ser page 13).

Attend a 25" Anniversary Event
(see page 7).

To be continued (19 imare to come!)
_in The Wharfinger throughout 2008

CANAL BOOKS FOR SALE

On page 39 of edition 93 we reported that
the H&G CT had been donated over 150 canal
books; whilst many have been sold there are
still some good ones left! Janet Moult has the
updated list and would be pleased to pass on
details. All proceeds go to HEG CT funds.

Please support our advertisers whenever
You can — support our supporters!

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

14™ April, 2008

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES

A&D Marine
Services Ltd

HEMPSTED DRY DOCK,
338 BRISTOL ROAD,

REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT & 0UCESTER GL2 SDH

WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY

Telephone: (01452) 415430
OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING ~ [elephons: (01452)

e Wharfinger

www.admarineservices.co.uk
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunston Brokerage (
— at the heart of England'’s
waterways - your first port of call!

Established in 1958, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats — new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none.

QOur marina offers the fullest
range of support services.
Uniquely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,

hull-blacking, repaints, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

For full information - including our
compelitive brokerage package -
contact Tim Coghlan at:

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH
Telephone 01788 891373

Fax 01788 891436

Website: www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
Email: sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk

. )
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CONTACTS

WAM 1o h)  The Canal Trust is always in need
of new volunteers as our activities continue to expand. We
can normally find a use for any skill from gardeners to first
aiders, brickies to those willing to help with a shovel or pen.

Contact Atnig oﬁ 1hese mamer TODAY!

Janet Moult David Penny
18, Coningsby Court, Tel: (01452) 332 900
Coningsby Street, thewharfhouse@ yahoo.co.uk

HEREFORD, Brian Fox
HR1 2DF 1, Holmer Hall Cortages.
Tel: (01432) 264 366 Roman Road.

Hereford, HR4 2QU
Tel: (01432) 358 628
briandfox@ tiscali.co.uk

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661
nigel jefferies@ virgin.net

jmoult@ tiscali.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St. Nicholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel: (01432) 880 155

liz@ lizconnors.orangehome.couk  Martin Danks
Tel: (01432) 344 488
Cliff Penny Chris High

“Coppice”, Burley Gate, Tel: (01568) 615 575
Hereford, HR1 3Q8 chris.high@lineonc.net
Tel: (01432) 820 866 Maggic Jones
canal(@ penny-ep.co.uk Tel: (01452) 618 010

maggicjones@ bluevonder.co.uk

UK Subscription Rates

Annual Life
Individual £7.50 £150
Joint/Family £10.00 £200
Senior Citizen £5.00 £80
Joint Senior Citizen £7.00 £110
Corporate £20.00 £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and donations are treated as being made under the
Gift Aid scheme uness you state that you do not wish us 1o da this. Fayment mace

by Standing Order greatly assists us and payment remains under your control,
All payments to: 6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

&

- -g-canal.org.uk

wilf jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888
wilfred.jones@ homecall.co.uk
Ted Beagles
Tel: (01452) 522 648
Peter Moore
Tel: (01531) 820 671
Lucien Perring
Tel: (01989) 768 441
Robin Smithett
Tel: (01981) 540 334
robin@ smithett.co.uk
Peter Lawrence
Tel: (01684) 564 075
Heather Worth
M Oroer SALes,
12 Hewitr Ave., Kings Acre,
HEREFORD, HR4 OQP
Tel: (01432) 270 552 javenings oniyt
(07889 853 017 (orher times)!
Heather@ worthh.fsnet.co.uk

Advertising in
The Wharfinger

Show the support of your
business by advertising in
The Wharfinger. Raies siar
at £17, there is a series
discount and we will gladly
design vour advertiszment
free of charge.

Colin Dymott has the details.

Tel. 01981 540488
colin.kd@virgin.net

Unless specifically stated opinions expressed are thase of the
authar and do not necessarly reflect the palcy of the Hereferdshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust. As a Registered Charity, with
defined objectives, wa cannct endarse the content of any specific
adver cuct or The Trust accapls na kabilty for
&y maer, of Mng contained in this magazine. Rmoducm
of extracts from the newskemer is d that ful
edgement is given.

Membership records are computersed. Your entry & avaliable for
nspection if you 22nd a SAE 10 the Membership Sacretary.

Whilst we try 10 ensure dates are correct please verify them with
@ relevant Organiser.

© 2008 Published by the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust

The Wharf House Company Lid [No, 4627931]
and H & G Canal (Sales) Ltu, [No., 2710215] are part
of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust
Ltd, group of companies. The Herelordshire and
Gioucestershire Canal Trust is a non-profit distributing
company limited by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is &
registered charity [No, 1010721]. Registered Office: -
3 Norfolk Court, Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 1LJ.

Printed by Print Plus, Wid

h Street, Heret

HR4 9HN (01432) 272 028
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The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not completed until 1845, making this the last major
route built in Britain, but for the navigations of Birmingham and the Manchester
Ship Canal. The canal stretched for 34 miles from the River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the city of Hereford, utilising some 22 locks and
3 tunnels. The Canal was formally closed in 1881 to allow construction of the
Ledbury to Gloucester railway which in its turn was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

Crew's Pitch
s, Wharf
280
Aylestone » B4214 KEY
s ("J~ Ashperton Blue text shows
T 1 [ Tunnel the current
Ad1 g A4103 restoration sites
Edgar. 38 A Areas suitable
Street A 3 Yarkhill s for walking
Grid % Project Skew g

Hererord A »‘"}

Oxenhall Project Site
went Station Site

The Canal Trust Newent pazis
The Canal Society was formed in 1983 A7
and in 1992 became the Herefordshire -
: The Wharf House

anq Gloucester_shlrc Canal Trust, a A o Over Basin
registered charity. The Trust has an 3

. 2 Gloucest«
ordinary and corporate membership of Docks
some 1,300 from all over the country TEE
—and abroad! Our objective is to fully GLOUCESTE
restore the 34 mile Canal, from its
connection with the 2,500 mile inland Dlonse Aot Uniees inicated) I ahockt ot 1
waterway network at Gloucester to be essumed that Rights of Way exist. Wo aro
the centre of Hereford. We have major e L e
restoration sites in each county, which - please help the Trust fo maintaun its good
together extend to some 4 miles. Folaons nl s,




