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GEOprojects

Asezrd ranmimg mapn & atlases

cruising maps. ...
® Basingstoke Canal any e River Way Nevigations £4.50
* Birmingham Canal Navigations £4.95
® The Broads €495
* (Caledonian Canal and the Graat Glen £4.95
® Cheshire Ring £4.95
* Chesterfield Canal and the River Trent €450
Wast Stockmith fo Novily Chiton
* Coventry and Ashby Canals £4.95
oluaing e Brmingham and Faseey Gamal
® Foeth & Clyde and Unlon Canals £4.95
* Grand Unio
Map 1 o Forvy Stratiord £495
Msp 2 Braunsion i Kings Langley £495
Map 3 Fenny Stratford (o the Thames £4.95
Map 4 Lescaster Line, Soar Navigation £495
and Erawash Conal
o Huddersfield Broad and Narrow Canals £4.00
® [ntand Walerways of Britain (68 route plannsr) £575
® Kennet and Avon Canal £495
® Lancastar Canal vwith the A0 Link £4.95
® Loe and Stort Navigations with the £ London Ring  £4.00
® Leeds and Lverpoal Canal £495
® Liangollen and Montgomery Canals £4.95
® Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal £4.00
® (xford Canal £4.85
® River Nene & Nane-Ouse Link, Paterborough S March £4.95
* Shropshire Union Canal £4.08
® South Penning Ring £4.95
. ire and Worcastershire Canal withthe  £4.95

Staffordehire and
River Severn and Gloucester & Shapness Cana/
* Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon €495

* Thames, Me river and the path £495
* Thames and London Rings Atlss E11.75
® Trent and Mersey Canal
Msp 1 Prestor Brook & Fradiey Junchion £485
Mgp 2 Great Haywood Junction fo Northr Ciffan £4.95
* Worcester and Birmngham Canal £4.00
Wit e Draduach Canals * pustage

GEOprogects (UK) Led

8§ Southern Court » South Street

Reading » RG1 4QS,

Telephome: 0118 939 3567 Fax: D118 959 7556
E-mail: sales@geoprojectenet

Website: www.geoprojects. pet

Call for derails of credit card payment.
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SuppLIERS OF RoPE & TWINE
* No VAT * Makers of Traditional rope fenders * Rope for decking *
* Suppliers of rope and twines * Mooring lines * Tow ropes *
Decorative cotton rope * Bannister ropes and fittings *
Garden features * Cotton rope sitting hammock @ £59 + £7 p+p

Ir It Is MADE OF RorE WE CAN MAKE IT
www.getknotteduk.com

Tel: Alan 01926 410588 (24 hr answering) Fax: 01789 778953
Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick CV 34 5DP

Saul Junction Marina bocrzsbicaigod S S
from M5 [J.13]

4y LAND & WATER Unique and
attractive location
beside Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal

Good Facilities ~
Competitive Rates

To reserve a mooring
-~ or make enquiries:

Tel- Land & Water Estates
01452740 043
Email-
saul-marinz@btconnect.com
Web-
weww.land-water.co.uk
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€ CHarman's Coumn - @

ince my last column exciting events have taken
place within the H&G Canal Trust as we go from
strength to strength.

At the AGM in July we welcomed Bernard Ingram
as a co-opted Member to the Council of Management
following the loss of Nigel Bailey, due to his move to
Wales. Bernard is a regular volunteer at Oxenhall
and Yarkhill and has many areas of expertise to offer
(fiow many Canal Trusts have a chatnsaw wielding vicar
on thetr Council?). T am still your Chairman, so a few
more columns to come — Cliff, I will try to get up to the
required word count!

I had written my last column before the purchase of
Llanthony was finalised. One of the frequently asked
questions while out with the sales and displays is - fow
are you going to join fo the network — now we can give a
positive answer. It may be a number of vears ahead
but the route is there and in the meantime we have a
steady income from the lock cottages and another area
for our volunteers to get stuck into - scrub bashing, lock
clearing and bridge painting.

Qur 25" anniversary events continue to attract
both members and non-members. A very enjoyable
anniversary dinner at ™" Wharr House was followed
a month later with the buffet and lecture on Thomas
Telford by Nigel Jefferies - his expert talk and enthusiasm
for the subject made for another very good evening,.

Permanent reminders of our 25 anniversary will be
in place this summer with the unveiling of milestones
at Yarkhill, Over and Oxenhall. These illustrate the
diverse skills of our volunteers (see how they were made
on page 8) - they will have more practice as we acquire
more lengths of canal in the future!

Six months of major roadworks on the A40 at Over
should not put you off visiting ™ Wrarr Houst and enjoy
the riverside terrace — I am hoping for a good autunmn
— the less said about this summer the better . . .

Recent newspaper reports have quoted figures for
the increase in canal-based tourism, not just for boats
but as long green corridors. 34 miles from Hereford to
Gloucester will be a wonderful addition to this network
- to quote from The Times, “Canals are calming
antidotes to the stresses of modern life. Their past is our
future”, Does that sound familiar? (Qur motto is on the
inside cover of The Wharfinger)!

€ Janet Moult, Chairman
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‘ EDITORIAL ’

It’s just another challenge!

Long-term readers, Members and
supporters will know that our
policy is not to have any problems,
just a series of challenges - of differing
sizes and grades of complexity! It is so
easy to forget the many challenges
that we have successfully overcome
- some that others have considered
insurmountable!

From the outset, the establishment of
the original Canal Society was a challenge
for the founding Members; but less
complex than many that followed! Our
subsequent Charitable Trust application
just happened to be when the Charity
Commissioners introduced an exceedingly
complex upgrade to procedures. We
became a “trial” of their very thorough
new system — after I8 months of hard
voluiary work we succeeded! Protection of
the route of the entire 34 miles of Canal
{and essential diversion routes) followed.
Quite rightly, each (of what was then 7
Local Authoritics) required convincing
that we were a credible organisation
with achievable long-term aspirations.
A great deal of hard voluntary work,
extending over a number of years
(including a Public Inquiry), resulted
in ‘mission accomplished’! Plans for a
Hercford Bypass, to the cast of the City,
would have blocked the Canal 2 miles
short of the terminus. A major challenge
by any standard and, for over a year,
a considerable drain on our voluntary
resources. A Public Inquiry decision
that full provision should be made for
the Canal, as a part of the Bypass costs,
when (if) the Bypass was built to the
east rewarded our considerable efforts.
This decision subsequently helped to
secure three new bridges in Hereford
City - demonstrating that success in
overcoming one challenge can present

by CIliff Penny

other opportunities. Many more challenges
have come our way (large and small) and will
do so in the future; talking of which ...

We thought the summer floods of 2007,
with the section of the A40 adjacent to
" Wiarr House closed for two weeks in
peak season, were quite a challenge . . .
thanks to hard work by all the staff, and a
‘lostbusiness’ clause in our comprehensive
insurance cover, last vear was still a
good trading year — continuing to build
the business from strength to strength.
However, no-one could envisage that the
same section of road would present a
muich bigger challenge this year!

If you have approached Over from any
direction in the past two to three months
you will have come upon advance signs
warning of major roadworks on the
A40. Local radio traffic reports and
the press reinforce the message - stay
away whilst an additional (bus) lane
is constructed and both carriageways
are totally reconstructed. All rraffic
is running on a single carriageway
contra-flow basis between the Over and
Highnam roundabouts; no right turns are
permitted. All visitors to the Canal (and
" \WHARF House) from the Cheltenham,
Gloucester or Ledbury direction have to
drive all the way from one roundabout to
the next - and then re-trace their steps
virtually all the way back again! Instead
of turning right 250 vards from Over
roundabout they have to travel almost 3
miles! Whilst tralfic from the Ross and
Hereford direction (via Newent, Dymock
and Highnam) can still turn left into the
Over site they have to join the very slow
moving contra-flow traffic to get there.
Really helpful to our trade at ™ WHARE
Housk — in particular as far as our growing

™ Wharfinger
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lunchtime business trade is concerned, rather
than being readily accessible, we may as well
have re-located to Birmingham!

A huge amount of time has been
spent talking to The Highways Agency,
Gloucestershire County Council and other
parties in order to try and minimise the
cffect of these works and to eventually get
temporary direction signage to guide our
intrepid customers to the door. On our
part, changes were swiftly implemented
to try to maintain income during the
period of significant impact caused
wholly by these roadworks, ™ WHaRF
Housk extended opening hours to include
Sunday and Monday nights, mounted a
positive campaign in the local media and
delivered promotional leaflets to selected
areas with special discounts in order to
tempt customers to make the journey.
Thanks to the steps taken, to 22nd
July (the start of the floods last year)
turnover was only 4% down. However,
our planned growth in business this year
will not be achieved thanks to these

roadworks - and the work on fitting out
the bedrooms has had to be dramatically
scaled back, delaying this additional
promotional and income resource.

The roadworks will continue until
November {over 6 months in total).
Please do visit ™ WHARr House - whilst
you should allow a little longer for your
journey your support will be doubly
appreciated by all concerned { your discount
voucher is o page 23). Rest assured that the
huge amount of work that has already
been taken to build both the trade and
reputation of ™ Wrarr House will start all
over again in December ... the H&G Canal
Trust is determined that ™ WHarr House
will be utilised to the full, as intended, to
promote and contribute (in all respects)
to the restoration of the H&G Canal.
Working together, we will overcome the
challenge! [Despite all this, there have
been yet more excellent reviews of ™ \WHARF
House in the media; the miost recent in the
September issue of Cotswold Style.]

¢ CRP
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Celebrating ...
2 P ey =T

Anniversary Events

Reporis of Anniversary events:
Anniversary Dinner at ™ WHaRF H)bSE page 22
Yarkhill Open Day page 23
Over and Oxenhall Open days will follow in the next edition.

CAYLESTONE pABK) Canal Trust

CANAL PROJECT

25™ Anniversary \ Craft Fair

Celebrations Please support our very own
Craft Fair. An ideal opportunity

pARTY ON to purchase that special gift!

THE PARK
Saturday, November 8*
18th October 2008 g by
S St Katherine’s Hall,

The Aylestone Park Association

announce that they are hosting Ledbury

a ‘Party on the Park’ to
A wide selection of

celebrate both the completion

of the first stage of the works crafts on sale

on Aylestone Park and the Th T
wn
25" Anniversary of the i s:f‘:: :t a:do
H&G Canal Trust.
A display of restoration
Further details of entertainment photographs.
and other arrangements were not
available in time for inclusion Home made cakes, filled
here but will be announced in rolls and other refreshments.
the local press and
iy HP&G’ . Oﬂ'm of help or to request a craft
web site — or can stand, please contact
be obtained from Pat Skeet —
Martin Danks, 01568 797 032
01432 344 488. r
7 ~ Edition 97
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During the Council of Management
discussions about the commemoration
of the formation of the Canal Society
25 years ago it was decided 1o hold a
number of events in both counties; CofM
also considered it would be appropriate
to celebrate with something that would
be longer lasting.

LESTOMES

s was common on many parts of

he inland waterways system the
H&G Canal had milestones marking
each mile (and half mile) along its length. These consisted of
a large sandstone block with a cast iron mileage plate at the
top. Over the years most of the original milestones have
disappeared although it was possible for measurements
to be taken from 3 original stones; they were not
precisely the same, probably due to the individual
styles of the stonemasons involved.

It was decided that 3 replica milestones should
be erected, one at each current active restoration
site (Over, Oxenhall and Yarkhill) and they would
be manufactured as close to the original pattern
as possible. The stone itself was identified as a
sandstone coming from the Forest of Dean and we
were lucky enough to find a source in the Forest,
the rough stone being purchased (at a discount rate)
through the owner of Cope’s Quarry, who left his
card at ™ WHARF HOUSE on a visit some time ago. Once
an offer af help is made it is filed away and never forgotten!

Left: the three large rough sand-
stone blocks ready for shaping.

Above: Jeff Hopper dresses one
of the milestones.

Right: A finished stone, complete
with its mileage plate {cast from
& wooden pattern made by Nigel
Jeftferies) for the Yarkhill site.

e ——————————————————————— —————————————— 8 e ———————————————————————————————————————
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The stones have been dressed and
shaped by the Oxenhall team, mostly
Geoff Hopper, and CofM member Nigel
Jefferics has made wooden patterns from
which the mileage plates have been cast.
They have made something which will
hopefully last another 200 years or so!

It is intended to affix a small plaque
to each stone, at a later date, indicating
the reason lor the erection and the date.
The first milestone to be unveiled was
at Yarkhill. The unveiling formed an
important part of the Open Day there
in August (see report on page 33). The
milestone at Over followed (unveiled
during the Open Day held there at the
very end of August) and the third stone
was unveiled at the Oxenhall Open
Day in mid-September (just as we were
going to press). Detailed reports and
photographs of the Over and Oxenhall
Open Days, and the milestone unveiling
ceremonies, will be in the next edition
of The Wharfinger.

Whilst this article has concentrated on
the sandstone part of the mileposts the
cast iron mileage indicator plaques form
the other vital part of each milestone! In
the next edition an illustrated article by
Nigel Jefferies will tell us more about this

part of the work. ¢ BF/CRP

The Wharfinger

Serenity

E

comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

¢ Inland Waterways

sed marine insurance
SIS 1N person
* Boat Contents insurance available for

residential craft

cai 0800 515 629

or visit
towergatemardon.co.uk

Atowergate mardon

formerly Mardon Marne

Towergate Mardon & a tradng name of the Towergate
Urderwriting Group Limited. Authorsed and reguiated
by the Financial Services Authority.

2D rWW

Edition 97



” - \
: THE OAK INN
STAPLOW + HR8 INP » TELEPHONE: 01531 640954

RESTAURANT OPEN EVERY DAY
Booking Recommended

Real ales, real fires, and a very warm welcome awaits
you at the newly refurbished Oak Inn at Staplow

Large Car Park & Beer Garden at the rear * Parties catered for * Dogs are welcome
The only pub In Herefordshire that abuts the line of the Canal

Tel: 01981 580555 Fax: 01981 580275

HEREFORDSHIRE'S LARGEST STOCKIST FOR
CANOES, KAYAKS AND ACCESSORIES
Suppliers of Old Town, Necky, Dagger,
8 Pyranha, Palm, Nookie, PeakUK, Mad River
- Burhope Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8EU

www.hbcdnoekayak.co.uk
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“We have an
interesting project for
you at Llanthony”

That is how it was put to Paul %
Henshaw who is leading the work on
our new acquisition in Gloucester,

“My initial reaction was why
Wales” said Paul!

From the very first visit to the new
location, it was apparent that the site has
tremendous potential for improvement
for it to become a positive attraction in
the local area.

Over the coming months we
will be carrying out exploratory
surveys and from these,
developing  specific  work
programmes  which  will
not only stop the site from
deteriorating any further
but will start the long haul in
realising its full potential.

Already it is clear that we will

be carrying out some preventative
maintenance on the cottages to ensure
that they do not deteriate for the winter,
Other priorities include the creation of
car parking facilities for volunteers and
visitors to the site, and starting a regime
to cradicate the Japanese Knotweed
which is prevalent on the northern
section by the lock area.

In the longer term
we will be clearing
all the undergrowth
from around the lock
to stop any further
deterioration of the
brickwork and the
footbridge will need
some attention.

\% " dek

"oy

Lianthony lock under a blanket of vegetation.

We are looking forward to building a
team of volunteers to help. Initially we
will be working on Tuesdays and then
will extend this to Satwrdays. So, if you
have DIY skills or you just enjoy working
out of doors for a change, give Paul a call

on 01684 292 997. You will be made

most welcome. There is something
here for everybody and it is an ideal
opportunity to get involved at the
very start of the project. ¢ PH

WE HAVE THE POWER!

Gloucester City Council has
erected a new wind turbine just
behind our two cottages by the lock at
Llanthony. We have been able to support
this sustainable resource by agreeing that
they could connect their turbine to the
National Grid by means of the supply at
our cottages. This saved half the cost of
installation and, in return, we receive the
spare electricity whilst the Council has free
power for its pump to keep the wetland
on the island
well  watered.
£ They also keep
the “Renewable
Obligation
= Certificates”. A
win for GCC and
for H&G CT.

¢ DRP

The wind turbine at Llanthony is 15 m high
and will generate over 5 kw/h of electricity.

11 aame
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The top coping stones have now been laid to complete one

[ you have a few hours to spare

on a Tuesday and like a breath
of fresh air then why not call in at
Oxenhall and see what we are doing?

Regular readers will be aware that our
primary task at present is rebuilding the
aqueduct which carried the H&G Canal
over the Ell Brook. Bricks and stones (or
masonry 1o be technically correct!) are
what we work with and training can be
given for those interested. It also involves
pushing wheelbarrows, mixing mortar and
concrete, cutting, lifting and transporting
said stones and bricks 1o fit them in their
requisite placce on the wall. Not a job for
the faint hearted and by the end of the
day it is time for a hot bath and feet up.
Anyway, you will be pleased to know
that the aqueduct is nearing completion
and if vou really want to build up the
muscles then don’t delay. The top coping
stones have now been laid to complete the
upstream side and our efforts are directed
at the other side. There is still a bit of work
to do under the arch — where it can get a
bit wet!

There are many other jobs which we

;‘Twharﬁnger
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side of the agueduct.

tackle, mainly associated with mainten-
ance of the length of canal which has
already been restored. It was reported in
the last issue that the spillweir over the
temporary dam below the Cottage was
not coping with excess water and would
need to be redesigned and built. Martyn,
who has some experience in working

7

Hedging, laid last winter, has burst into growth.
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FPhotos: Brian Fox

with water, came up with a design for a
new weir and started on the construction
together with Keith and Peter. This
involved a lot of earth moving, relaying
a new channel lined with more of the
bricks and blocks retrieved from Over, on
a bigger scale than the original, and with
3 overflow pipes feeding into it. All we
need now is another July deluge to test
it - well October would be better! By the way,
there are now hundreds of fish (mostly
rudd, I think) in the pound which was
only refilled in March. We suspect a bit of
restocking has been going on.

Another maintenance job is, of course,
just cutting the grass and trimming
hedges 1o keep the towpath clear. Potholes
and general unevenness in the track to
the Cottage are levelled so that vehicles
are not inconvenienced. More substantial
hedge/tree maintenance is undertaken
(out of nesting season) and is quite
popular on a winter’s day — especially with
a bonfire thrown in for good measure. I
can report that the experimental hedging
which was laid last winter has now burst
into growth along the full length so we
shall be continuing with this work next
winter. Lucien’s cuttings have also started
to shoot so they will be used to fill any
gaps in the hedge.

!
)

Two stob planks have been 'removed from the

The Wharfinger

lock.
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STOP PLANKS

Replacement of the stop planks at
the lock has now been put high on the
agenda. On close inspection it was
discovered that the top one was rotting
and the next one down not much better
so they have now been removed, lowering
the water in the pound by about 8”. A
search is now going on for a sawyer 1o cut
some lengths of more appropriate timber.
While the water is lower it is not flowing
over the spillweir and through the culvert
under the Cottage so we shall take the
opportunity to inspect the lining of the
culvert and also relay the bricks on the
spillweir because they are coming loose.
The culvert under the towpath will also
be inspected. And, finally, some repairs
must be made to the canal bank where
the swans are accessing the water and
wearing away the ground! We
can’t afford to have cars sliding off
the track to the Cottage and into
the canal!

Our top priority at the moment
is shaping three commemorative
milestones which are to be located
at our 3 active restoration sites and
unveiled this summer as part of
the 25" Anniversary Celebrations.
Further details are in the article on
page 8. We didn't imagine the
masonry skills that we have learnt
at Oxenhall would assist the H&EG
CT to create replica milestones
- and another stone has been
inscribed with initials and the date
for insertion into the structure of
the aqueduct when it is finished.

Edition 97




MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT

EsTABLISHED 24 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwintertransport.co.uk
email: info@midwintertransport.co.uk
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If there is nothing to appeal so far then
how about some maintenance of various
bits of machinery? We do not have any
mechanics among us at Oxenhall at the
moment but basic servicing is undertaken
on the tractor, saw bench, cutting wheel,
mowers, strimmer, concrete mixer, etc,
Speaking of which our concrete mixer
finally gave up the ghost and could not
be cajoled into working again so, alter
mixing tons concrete at the lock (and
more recently for the aqueduct), it has
to be scrapped. The word was put about
and John Forrest discovered an electric
one in his back garden (which was in the
way!) so he kindly donated it to the Canal
Trust - and, as we already had a portable
generator to power it, that should see
us through to the end of the aqueduct
- which is what matters for the moment.
I must point out that this all happened
the week before John got married and
went off on honeymoon! Thauks John and
please come back soon, we are working up a
progranume wihich requires your skills.

COME AND SEE'!

If any of the above appeals to you then
please come to Oxenhall on a Tuesday 1o
introduce yourself, or have a word with me
on the ‘phone beforehand if you wish.

For those who don’t like (or are unable)
to participate in the physical stuff then
there is much background work to be done
and those of us who sometimes like to
get dirty, wet and cold couldn’t continue
without this essential input — so if you are
prepared to use your negotiating or other
professional skills to assist our progress
please get in touch with Janet Moult, or any
of the team mentioned on the inside back
cover, to discuss. And if you are unable, for
any reason to get further involved, then
please continue to pay your subscription
and just read about us in The Wharfinger!
Armchair Members are an essential part of the
composition of the Canal Trust and the more
Members that there are then the more influence
we lave when promoiing the ongeing restoraiion
of the H & G Canal. ¢ BF

™ Wharfinger

As Brian says ... if you haven’t
already done so, pick up a leaflet
today and help us restore this
Canal by joining the Trust or
recruiting a new Member!

HEREFO§DSHIRE
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Membership forms are available from
™ Wrarr House or Membership Secretary,
Nigel Jefferies. (see inside back cover)

N
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Work at Yarkhill 5,6 sigh
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' Welcome to ‘New Boy' Paul Hatt, who comes §
L complete with his own vintage tractor!

YR

. -~
At 7 e

t Yarkhill the last three months and ditch bank has already been cut and

has seen a mixture of rain and
warmth resulting in rampant growth of
vegetation. Much strimming, mowing
and ditch clearance has taken place
but, in the shorl term, nature is winning!
Paul Hatt is a welcome addition to our
team. Paul comes with an added asset — a
vintage fraclor with topper and side bar culting
Jacilities! The top of the towpath, canal

Seicw. Alarge tree stump is removed.

The Wharfinger

500 yards of the dry canal bed mown.

Despite the maintenance workload,
‘wildside’ restoration has still been
moved forward. Willows that were
already on the ground have been cleared,
stumps have been dug and pulled, and
logs moved to storage at the site hut.
Soil deposits have been dug and moved
to the site hut dam and bumps and dips

A considerable improvement here ...
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levelled. We now have a 310 yard streich
of reasonable access which will assist
further restoration. Plans are being made
to carry out digger work and to prepare
for this a height survey ol 1owpath,
canal bottom and ‘wildside’ bank has
been carried out. The results showed less
variance than visual inspection suggested
—but could also indicate that the towpath
has settled and could need raising along
its whole length.

The towpath has also attracted our
attention with the addition of hardcore
in several wet places, the planting of
two donated horse chestnut trees on the
ditch bank and the preparation of the
milestone site. Coppicing of two years
ago is now bearing fruit and hawthorn
‘hedge’ trimming has been started.

Visitors continue to appreciate our work
at Yarkhill and we were pleased to be part
of the Herefordshire Walking Festival
when we took twenty-two walkers from
Kymin through to the River Lodon and
back.

Our sincere thanks to all the landowners
ot only for allowing access but also for the
considerable preparatory work that they

carried out. ¢ CH

and here. .,

T™e Wharfinger

Above Twenty two visitors from the
Hereford Walking Festival enjoyzd
their walk along the Canal.

Esiow: Bernard Ingram uses his new
chainsaw gualifications 12 make a useful
brench from a fallen tree

s -y N
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Braunston Historic
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No one can ever say that Janet Moult is
other than a most active Chairman of
the HZG CT (and of the Canal Trust’s
Trading Companies). She also has a
myriad of other roles within the Canal
Trust as well (not forgetting writing for
The Wharfinger). Here we learn that
Janet is also an early riser . . .!

Herefordshire was looking beautiful
at 5.30am on June 28" I was
on my way with a loaded car to the
Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally
in Northamptonshire. After meeting
up with Member Steve Bence (and a
welcome cup of coffee) we went to set
up the H&G CT stand at Braunston
Marina. The marquee was alongside
one of the wharves — probably the
nearest to a narrowboat at any show I
have attended.

The weather was great
(no rain on the Saturday)
and the crowds were out in
force. A wedding was blessed
on one of the boats and the
boat parade needed the skills
of the owners to manoeuvre
72 ft narrowboats into 73 ft
spaces!

I went off for an early
lunch and came back to find
a cheque for £200 had been
presented to the H&EG CT by
long-standing supporter Tim
Coghlan, owner of Braunston
Marina, and David Suchet
(thank you).

Close of show, return to
Steve's, a welcome break

The Wharfinger

Braunston Church is a well known waterways
landmark overlooking Braunston Marina.

and then a drive back to Hereford. Derek
Weaver and Penny Shetliffe travelled up
on Sunday and met up with Des Pick (our
demon draw ticket seller) and another
good day ensued. The displays and stock
were packed up and returned by Penny
to my garage. What a change - they were
dusty but not muddy! ¢ M
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Phofos: Paul Bannett

Steve Bence (centre) ns-presemed with the cheque by
Tim Coghlan (left) and David Suchet.
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The Crick Boat
‘ Show 2008

Our regular readers will see two
Jamiliar names here - one of our
annual Trading Company visits is
to Northamptonshire where we have
been an exhibitor to (what is now

even spending their money and showing
interest in ‘our” canal. And then there
was Sunday when the rain started. Stair
rods, coming sideways. One of the
advantages of being in the large marquee

called) the Crick Boat Show since its was that it was dry inside and for much
inception many year ago. Our display, of the day we entertained good numbers
and the volunteers who ‘man’ it, are of {very soggy) people escaping from the
made very welcome on site — just as elements outside. It must be the Crick
this contribution to The Wharfinger Boat Show - with business as usual!

is welcomed from our immediate past The Monday Bank Holiday morning,
Chairman, Dick Skeet. however, was dry, the wind having blown

S ) away the worst of the rain overnight.
W¥M is it with the Crick Boat Show?  ynforunately it had also blown away

he first year was ﬂopded out. Two some of the smaller marquees and
years ago there was a major fire nearby  rendered the larger ones too dangerous
which meant many visitors were unable for public access. At 10.15 the order was
to reach the site. Last year it was so cold given by the show organisers to pack our

that the trip boats were prevented from

running because the canal had frozen o Give The show: quite literally, was over.
over. (I exaggerate, but only a little = certainly

10 one would have wanted to be on a trip boat On a more positive note we are pleased
anyway!) to report that takings over the two days
e this yvear were actually up on the three
days of last year and an ever increasing
interest was shown in the H&G Canal.

belongings immediately and evacuate

But 2008 was brilliant, the jinx was
broken. After setting up on Friday, the

first day of the show dawned with blue
: ! x 5 nks to all e who suppo 1
skics and warm sunshine. This year was Our tha those who supported us

going to be different. Unless, of course, you over this memorable wcckcfnd. 5
had heard the weather forecast . . . Next year? ] suggest meving Crick to the
Saturday” was busy with: a steadv Canal du Midi = or would that be too

stream of people coming to our stand, wanm? ¢ DS
Steam Trains into Snowdonia
Country Walks from Stations
Spectacular Waterfalls
Cafeés, Gift Shop, Free Museum
Easy Parking at Tywyn Wharf

Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd
01654 710472 enquiriesitalyllyn.co.uk

www.talyllyn.co.uk
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Hartpury

K College Open Day g Boat Show

In a clever test of our versatility, and
with the success that we had at the Tall
Ships event at Gloucester Docks, Janet
‘entrusted” the Gloucershire volunteers
with the running of our Trust Stand at
this year's Hartpury College Open Day.

aving never visited the college

before we were a little naive as to
the best place to pitch our gazebo. “Just
go along that row and when you find a
space set up your stand’, we were told by
a friendly event organiser. Well, the first
place was found and we prepared to off
load the equipment but were stopped by
‘you can’t pitch there, move elsewhere. by
fellow traders.

We moved on up the row; lovely view
of the events arena and surrounding
countryside. We set up the stand,
expecting more people to arrive further
along. But no, we were at the end of the
line, Not the best place for the greatest
foot-fall past our stand. Most visitors got
as far as the giant beef burgers and hot
dogs and turned around.

The nice man on the loudspeaker
noticed. ‘Do not forget the stands at the end’
he said and listed us all included a plug
for ™E Wharr HoOusE.

The sun was glorious, the dog agility
display cntertaining, but trade was
sluggish. I grabbed some Grand Holiday
Draw Tickets and headed off to the man
with the loudspeaker. “0lt’, he announced,
‘I am being handed something here” He read
out the tickets in detail and encouraged
people to come to us. It worked! Several
people were back at the stand by the time
[ got back and we also sold them to visitors
whilst they paused over their giant beef
burgers. What we lost in other trade we
sort of made up for in draw tickets!

¢ MJ

™ Wharfinger
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Again the Gloucester volunteers were
allowed out with the Trust Stand! We had
a couple of experienced team members on
the Saturday, Barbara and Ray Moses.

Lasl year saw this event cancelled
with flooding, so it was good it was
able to be held this year. Janet had
wisely booked a space in the marquee.
The weather was changeable and the
wind became strong. Several gazebos
had to be taken down so we were glad
to be safe in the marquee.

There was a good steady flow of visitors
over the two days and a lot of interest
shown in our Canal, especially the
Llanthony purchase. We gained eight new
Members and again sold plenty of Draw
tickets and copies of The Wharfinger. Our
hosts, Cotswold Canals Trust, made us feel
very welcome, thank you. ¢ MJ

THE TRADING

Remaining outings for 2008

The H&G CT would like to attend all the
shows below and others to which we are
invited.

Please contact Janet Moult if you may be
able 1o attend any of these events, itis a
good day out, you will be made very
welcome and we always try to leave some
time for you to look around. @+ JM

October 19  Oxenhall Apple Day
November 8 Ledbury Craft Fair
R i o= = = e o
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Social ((juenizzys at The Jf?oya/ Oak

Gveryone is welcome to our monthly meetings held on the
third Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm for an 8pm start.

Janet has put together some great topics for you to enjoy over
the next few months. We look forward to seeing you there.

SEPTEMBER 16™ NOVEMBER 18™
River Severn part 1 By canal to
Brian Draper Switzerland
We start a trip along the Severn Jeremy Coles

— you will have to wait until

: a trip abroad on
next year for the second part! I

a winter's evening

OCTOBER 21°7 DECEMBER
a4 Please note: no meeting in December.
Wild in West Wales ndn ictd Mgt
Les Kedward For the Inland Waterways Association
Superb photography for our Gloucestershire and Herefordshire
natural history evening Branch meetings please see page 28.

2417 N\,

Just some of the large
audience who attended
a 2008 Sccial Evening.

Phalo: Magge Jones

Ll«f
()

E Please see page 7 for information about our forthcoming ,
25th Anniversary Celebration Events.

21
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THENYHARE HOUSE

CANAL TRUST
ANNIVERSARY DINNER

T™E  Wharr House hosted
the Trust’s Anniversary
Celebration  Dinner in
early July. Nigel Jefferies, a
Member for all those 25 years,
warmly welcomed the diners
and applauded the work and time
given by the Trust’s volunteers.

Top right: Nigel Jefferies addresses the
assembled diners.

Above and below: The Members and their
guests enjoy the Anniversary meal.

Ane Wharﬁnm

arlier in the year the Bristol

Austin 7 Club met at Tz Whagrr
House for coffee during their St.
George’s Day run. H&G CT Members
Ray and Barbara Moses now own this
1930 Austin 7 which was driven from
Peking to Paris, in the summer of 2007,
by drivers Kip and Carmen Waistel of
Hereford to raise money for charity.
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TASTE

THE \Wrarr House played a major role
in the local food fair, Taste, at Gloucester
Docks in August. Mr Elgie’s fruit juices
from the banks of the Canal at Oxenhall and
the wines from Strawberry Hill Vineyard
were featured. Also on the stand, were
tempting nibbles from ™ \WHarr HOUSE's
own kitchen and a display promoting the
objectives of the Canal Trust.

CHRISTMAS MENUS

THE \Wrarr HOusE has
launched its enticing
seasonal menus for

« Christmas Partics. These
Wab can be viewed on www.

thewharfhouse.co.uk.

Or, if you prefer, phone
01452 332 900 for further
details, and to book.

...............................................

WATERSIDE RESTAURANT

Rclax at " Whaps House ... the perfect location
... @ fine blend of setting and dining ...
Choose from our menus, created with flair and
imagination and freshly prepared using the best
§ of local produce.

Enjoy a riverside walk or a gentle stroll around
our restored Canal Basin.

OVER » GLOUCESTER www.thewharfhouse.co.uk

01452 332 900

e m m m e . .- - ----------. .- e eeeEEE----

The Wharfinger

* \WHARF HOusE staff member, Natasha
Turvey. helps to promote the restaurant and
some of our local producers at Taste.

Open 7 days o week
10am -5pm and
6.30pm onwards

WITH THIS
VOUCHER

s10 OFF

o o

£20 OFF

3oth offers exclude
Salurdey evenings
and any sef manus

Valid until
30th October.
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The summer quarter has been a
demanding one again with most
of the rain seemingly falling on the
Wednesday volunteer days, and with our
gardeners playing ‘catch up’. The rain
and sunshine is perfect growing weather,
which is bad news for us, speeding the
growth of the vegetation! It has been
a major task just to keep pace with
cutting the grass and strimming round
the hedges and the flood plain - with
planting in the flower beds and grass
seeding thrown in for good measure,
And the willow beds are thriving so
Mike is now looking for more outlets to
sell them to.

Most of the bird boxes are now in use
with second clutches in some of them, it’s
SO nice to see many new varieties of small
birds coming to the Over site (which does
have some drawbacks for them because
it has also attracted a kestrel to hunt on
the site!). The Kingfishers have sensibly
moved their nest from under the ‘Bailey’
bridge to the bottom of the site away
from any danger posed by the cats from
the nearby houses.

“ WHARF Houst project has moved
its attention to the maintenance of the

™e Wharfinger

The ™ Wrarr Housk sits well with the nearly completed ‘Skew Gardens' in the foreground.

external paintwork. We have rubbed
down the annex door, the front door and
that to the visitor centre, undercoated
and completed two top coats. We have
also started painting the restaurant
doors, rubbing them down and the first
undercoat has been applied. At the same
time we took time to repair some earlier
damage to the doors.

The build of the balcony has progressed
to a point nearing completion. The side
railings and side floor panel has been
welded in place and the flooring has been
sealed and waterproofed. The underside
of the balcony (which is over the entrance
to the Visitor Centre) has been given its
first coat of paint and a plaque fixed to
the front commemorating the handing
over of the shell of ™ Wharr Housk 1o
the H&G CT in 2005.

The construction of ‘Skew Gardens’
has continued to progress to a point that
vou can see the completed walls and the
coping stones on top. The gardens have
been ‘soft” landscaped and contoured,
from the new walls to the edge of the
path, shaping the earth into a marked
‘v’ shape. 30 wheelbarrow loads of wood
chip have been moved from the car park

Edition 97




Pholos:. Bamie Hayman

and spread on the earth and the first of
many shrubs planted.

Hartpury College has been bringing
horticultural students to site to assist
(thank you!). They have built a herb garden
for ™ Wrarr Housk and started planting it. - : ¥
Anather of their projects has been building p—

a floating moorhen island (of pallets and  pEroRg Aswork began on the footmgs tothe
straw bales) in the canal basin - and in wavy walls.

any spare time they have also assisted our
volunteer gardeners in cutting grass and
strimming those areas that needed it.

Our ‘mechanical’ crew have been very
busy and had some notable successes. A
water pump and outboard motor which
had been submerged during the floods of
2007 have been stripped down and new
components fitted; we can report that they
are now running well. We had a minor
hiccup starting the water pump, in the
absence of John we used a lft handed

The wavy walls of ‘Skew Gardens',
starting handle so we put a lot of effort into NOwW with the coping stones in position.
turning over the engine, used a lot of quick

start fuel and failed miserably. The next week  Below: ‘Skew Gardens' showing soft landscaping
we found the right-handed handle and it started  and a good position for a bench.

first tinte of turning!

Bridge Training (working for the Job
Centre) have been providing the Over site
with up to 8/9 volunteers on a Mondays
and Thursdays. They have been doing
various works around the site. They have
dug a pathway across bottom of ™ \WHARF
House bank, removing the hardcore
which was hard work. Another task given
to the Bridge Training crew has been
continuing the chipping path down B
to the end of the canal basin.  «gJyjs Preslgl
With the round trip now being ; d well
900 yards the moving of the IS alive an
wheelbarrowloadsof chippings working, for the
has become a marathon! This H&G CT”
work was led, believe it or not, by a
gentleman named Elvis Presley — so we
can now tell evervone that “Elvis has not left the
building” and that he is alive and well working
j;"l' the HEG CT! ¢ BH

Right: The marathon wocd chip moving and
tow path laying is completed by volunteers
from the Bridge Project.
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Farewell to a friend - ROY JAMIESON

L is with much sadness

that we report the death of
one of Over’s volunteers, Roy
Jamieson.

As a young man from the
North East, Roy trained as a
teacher but gave up teaching for
a preferred life working on the
canals for British Waterways.
He had a fantastic knowledge of the
waterway system and in later life, as his
health deteriorated, he took up a job at
the Waterways Museum in Gloucester
working on the archives for the
Waterways Trust. He had many stories
about life on the canals and hopefully
some of this knowledge will be passed
down for generations to come.

Roy worked with us for a number
of years, building the Basin at Over,
landscaping the area around the Basin
and then working with the volunteers
on the fit-out of ™ Wrarr House. He was
a true volunteer, who would turn his

The neatly frimmed grass and freshly

-

taid

The W?nrﬁnéer

T

woodchip

hand to any task required
despite not being of the best
of health. He suffered from
kidney failure some vears
previously and although a
transplant gave him some
years of reasonable health,
his last few vears were
controlled by three trips a
week to the hospital for kidney dialysis.

Roy had a love of painting
and woodwork. He also taught
himself the keyboard and
joined a choir in his later years.
Roy leaves two sons, Simon and Alistair,
their wives, Carrie and Vicky and three
granddaughters. The family have asked
that instead of floral tributes, donations
can be made in memory of Roy to cither
“The Cotswold Dialysis Unit’ or The
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal Trust'. Thank you.

All donations should be made via Co-operative
Funeralcare, Northanpton.

¢ MJ

o W,
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towpath makes a pleasant walk at Over.
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COURTYARD
TURN THEIR
SPOTLIGHT

Senior Managers at The
Courtyard, Herefordshire's
Centre For The Arts, had a team
building day with a difference recently
— when they volunteered to go down and
get dirty with our volunteers at Yarkhill.
Vanessa Winters, the Courtyard’s Sales and
Marketing Manager, describes their day on
the HE'G Canal . ..

The idea came about after the H&G
CT hosted a very successful evening at
the popular Hereford city venue, with
screenings of rare and archive footage
of the old canal and rail networks which
once linked the two cities, as well as much
of the country. Courtyard Operations
Manager, Alex Green, who worked with
the Canal Trust to help organise their
event earlier this year, explains, “Our sernior
management team had been discussing ideas
for a team-building day for a while, but we
couldn’t agree on an event which suited us
all. Helping the Canal Trust seemed like a
fantastic idea — not only did we have to work

as a team to clear our designated section of

the old canal, but we were also able to play a

part in the restoration of a wonderful part of

our local heritage.”

So, on a sunny Thursday in July, the
9 members of The Courtyard’'s senior
management team donned wellies and
gardening gloves and trekked with rakes,
shovels, saws (and sandwiches and flasks
of tea!) to a peaceful 900m stretch of the
old canal at Yarkhill. Under the watchful

T Wharfinger
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Courtyard managers report for ‘scrub-bashing’ at Yarkhill

guidance of Chris High, volunteer co-
ordinator for the Yarkhill site, the team
set to work cutting back scrub, raking
out the canal banks, and tidying the old
towpath. 7 hours later, the dusty and
dishevelled team were rewarded with a
freshly-cleared section of old canal, and
another small milestone for the Canal
Trust as the restoration work continues.

Courtyard Chief Executive, Martyn
Green, comments, “It was a very successful
day and I'm delighted that we were able
to play a small part in supporting anotier
deserving local charity. As a charitable
organisation ourselves, we know just how
vital the role of volunteers and supporters
is, and we certainly got a lot out of our
day. I would recommend it to other local
organisations looking for something that bit
different as a team-building day!” ¢ VW

We greatly appreciate corporate  team
building visits such as this (sce the report on
another recent team building visit to Oxenhall
on page 29). Apart from wmaking a small but
important contribution to our progress it also
increases awareness of the HPG Canal (and
of our volumtary weork on it) whilst forging
links between the business conmunity and
the Canal Trust. Such visits are welcome at
any of our restoration sites — please comntact
the relevant co-ordinator (see inside front and
back cover for Contacts) to discuss. - Ed.

Edition 97



| ' The Inland
WA Waterways
Association
Gloucestershire & i‘ﬂ'& e
Herefordshire IWA Branch o R e i
Autumn Meetings at AVAILABLE
Gloucester Yacht Club at 7.30pm M oo RIN G s
Thursday 2™ October 2008 :
They come covered in chocolate BWS maoori ng
IWA Reglonal Chalrman Peter Kell vacancies are now
Thursday 6" November 2008 advertised online.
Restoration on the VISIT:
Herefordshire & www.waterscape.com/
Gloucestershire Canal bwmooringtenders
David Penny 3
For further details of any of the above: T' 01 923 201 1 20
Martin Turner 01291 650605

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago. specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press.
concrete, materials handling. feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 years, and we will contiue fo
work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better ﬁ:t_y:fdm

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194J)
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2 at Oxenhall

In July we had a visit by volunteers
from the Mid Counties Co-op who
were looking for some voluntary work
to get them away from their office
environment. They are allowed so
many hours per year and are keen to
take advantage of any such concessions
given by their employer. Similar groups
have worked on numerous tasks at Over,
but we have not had any such group at
Oxenhall before. A few of them came to
look at the site a couple of months ago
and were shown some potential jobs
which they could be involved in so they
went away to think about it! They soon
got back to us to say that there were
about 8 of their staff who had shown an
interest in what we had to offer and a
date was fixed.

On the day only 4 could attend, 3 ladies
and a gentleman colleague. The job we
had planned involved working in the bed
of the Ell Brook to clear excess deposits
ol soil which had accumulated over the
years and were impeding the smooth
flow of the water through the aqueduct.
This had been highlighted last July when
the rains came and we had floods all over
the place including Oxenhall. So here we
were, exactly one year after, keeping our
fingers crossed that the rain would keep
off and the water level would be low
enough to work in safely.

Fortunately the water level was at its
lowest of this summer so far, and there
was no need to consider the jobs we had
in reserve. Our electric hoist was set up
on the scaffolding and after a Health and
Safety briefing, and demonstration of
how to work the hoist, our visitors were
left to get on with the task. They were
dedicated to the work and determined to
get on with the job and have something
to show for their efforts at the end of

e Wharfinger

The Mid Cou

the day. Meal breaks were convivial
affairs with a chance to chat to the local
volunteers — but no longer than was
absolutely necessary. They had all put in
a great effort and worked very well as a
team, A considerable amount of soil was
been barrowed away, although there is
still plenty left for the next team which
we have been promised will be coming
next month. Well done and thank vou
ladies (and not forgetting Michael who
did his share) and we look forward to
your next visit. ¢ BF

29
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Our regular reports on restoration at Oxenhall
frequently refer 1o our work on the aqueduct spanning
vy the Ell Brook - just one of the many natural obstacles that
=" were successfully overcome 200 years ago when the navigation
was first constructed. Oxenhall volunteer
(and a reqular colwmnist in The Wharfinger)
John Chappell decided to delve deeper into this watercourse . . .

he Ell Brook (the name is miles. During heavy rainfall the
[ D o said to be derived from ‘elm’) local red sandstone is capable
h Y rises on the slopes of May Hill, a of absorbing huge amounis .of
well known local landmark ecasily water and when saturation point
recognised by its  top=knot of is reached this is rapidly released,
trees. The brook is fed by several resulting in a flash flood through
tributaries rising in Kilcot, Gorsley the narrow valley running down 1o
and around Four Oaks, a total Oxenhall (just outside the town of

catchment area of some 16 square Newent),

30
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Pholes: John Chappell

At the H&G Oxenhall site the Ell Brook
has carved a 15ft deep channel and in
times of flood the water can rise from
6ins deep to bank high in a couple of
hours. When this section of the canal was
built, in 1795, the depth of the channel
through which the brook flowed required
an aqueduct to be built to carry the canal
over it. When our restoration of this stone
aqueduct was first considered the initial
survey suggested that the deterioration
and extent of collapse of each face was so
severe thatit was beyond repair and would
have 1o be demolished. Further expert
assessment suggested otherwise and our
restoration work took high priority before
further deterioration occurred.

Ell Brook Aqueduct with our steel former
in place at the height of the flood.

Work had to be postponed on more
than one occasion as, when the Ell Brook
was in full spate, it was a force to be
reckoned with! In the past scaffolding
has been swept away and deposits
of stone and silt washed down from
upstream making it difficult, in the early
stages, to work from the river bed. As
reported in The Wharfinger, despite
these hazards, when conditions allowed,
restoration work continued and is now
almost complete, a credit to all involved.
There is still much to be done in the area
and wet winters will always hamper
progress on site. Summers too are likely
to be wetter if global warming forecasts

The Wharfinger

A Iivé willow fence keeb; the bank stable
adjacent to Ell Brook Aqueduct.

are correct and it seems likely the ‘angry
red water’, written of by locally born poet
John Masefield, will be seen more often
throughout the valley!

The EIl Brook waters used to be
sufficient to drive several mills along its
length, the first being Crookes” Mill close
to the site of the present work in Oxenhall.
There is nothing left of this today; it was
demolished in 1896 when a pumping
station was built. A further six mills were
supported by the brook before it reached
Malswick and along this section the canal
closely followed the brook. In the days
when goods produced by the mills were
transported to their various destinations
by the H&G Canal the valley must have
been a hive of industry.

Several mills survived (though not
working) until the Second World War ‘
when many pieces of the mill machinery
were claimed for scrap metal. Malswick
Mill itself was an exception, and was still
in use in 1945 despite being in a poor
state, and some remains having been
converted to private dwellings. ‘

Curiously after the mill at Malswick
the Ell Brook becomes known as the
Leachford Brook which eventually joins
the River Leadon at Limbury. The last
section of the Leadon runs close to the
H&G Canal, at our Over site, where its
waters are discharged into the River
Severn a short distance upstream of

T \Wrarr House, ¢ JC
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A NATURAL EXPLANATION?

John Chappell, one of our regular
restoration volunteers, continues his series
about nature in the Oxenhall area. When
I heard that this time we were covering a
plant with links to cannabis he had ine
worried — and it might explain how some
of our Oxenhall volunteers keep on going,
regardless of what the weather throws at
them . . . and, thanks to John, we now
know there certainly is no excuse for them
to stay at home if they have a feverish cold
— the cure is on site!

upatorium camiabinum or Hemp

Agrimony is perhaps one of the
most striking plants growing by the
side of the canal at Oxenhall.

The plant is a very handsome, tall-
growing perennial and is common on
the banks of rivers and ditches which
tells us that it needs a damp situation
to thrive. Blooming in late summer and
early autumn the flowers are arranged
in crowded masses at the top of the
stems and the leaves are similar to that
of Hemp, hence both the English name
and the Latin specific name which is
derived from cannabis. Unfortunately
for us volunteers the resemblance ends
there!

Loved by bees and butterflies it is
avoided by rabbits, sheep and cattle, in
fact it is said that only goats will eat it.

Medicinally it can be used as a cure

for feverish colds and influenza using a
homeopathic tincture or, more simply,

Hemp Agrimony
Eupatorium cannabimum

a tea made with boiling water poured
on dried leaves; this is said to give
prompt relief at the onset of catarrh or
influenza.

Eupatoritm cannabinum is a useful
plant for the back of the garden border
and is easily raised from seed sown in the
spring in a cold frame or even straight in
the ground. There is an attractive double
form sometimes encountered in garden
centres.

Next time you visit Oxenhall check for
this plant, there is some growing both
above and below the lock, it's worth

-1 1
looking out for! ¢ JC

Services L

Prolo: John Chappelt

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES

HEMPSTED DRY DOCK,
338 BRISTOL ROAD,
REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT oo o O e b

WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY N

elephone: (01452) 415430
OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING L2 eRe e e
www.admarineservices.co.uk
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to the unveiling of the Yarkhill
milestone

Avery successful Open Day
was held at Yarkhill as part of
our 25th Anniversary Celebrations
in August. A number of guided walks along
the canal towpath were organised together with
the unveiling of the first of three milestones along
the line of the H&G Canal.

The milestone at Yarkhill was very Kindly unveiled

Mrs Clews unveils the by local landowner Mrs Clews, who said she was
milestone with Chris High very honoured to be asked to perform the unveiling

The Wharfinger

FPhotos: Werren Marsh and Colin Dymolt

ceremony. She expressed her admiration for all the
hard work and improvements that were being made to enhance
the Canal, providing an attractive walk for everyone at Yarkhill,
and that she and her husband always enjoyed their walks along
the towpath.

Early Sunday morning preparation included reclaiming the
wind-blown gazebo from the field on the opposite side of the
Canal! Despite this, and spells of rain, over sixty visitors enjoved
the unveiling ceremony, including subscribers to the H&G Canal
Restoration Fund (see report on page 34). More than one-hundred
and fifty visitors called at Yarkhill Village Hall to see the exhibition
and take refreshments - and in excess of 100 braved the weather
and enjoyed the walks along the Canal. ¢ CD/CH
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HAPPY RETIREMENT!

avid and Helen Dawson have

for many years supported
the H&G CT both in the form of
Corporate  Membership and with
full page advertising for their highly
successful CanalCraft (Boat Sales)
and associated businesses - in
more recent years based at Dobsons
Wharf, Shardlow, Derbyshire. They
have recently advised us that they
are retiring and that the business has
been sold; we wish David and Helen
a long and happy retirement.

Closer to home Hereford advertiser
Peter Bell has announced that he
is closing his well regarded office
supplies business and retiring; thank
you for your support, Peter, and we
wish you and your wife a very happy
retirement too.

\_ ¢ CRP)

RESTORATION

The HEG CT Restoration Fund raises ‘ring
fenced’ funding dedicated 1o a specific project
each year: contributors are invited to attend
a gathering fo see how their money has
been spent (with our volunteers invariably
turning the money into work that is worth
many times the amount raised). Over
the past year the money has specifically
assisted work to progress on iwo siles in
Herefordshire. Within weeks of taking over
the Restoration Fund Secretarial duties Peter
Lawrence organised a very successfidl day ot
(and found that his duties extended to report
writing for The Wharfinger) . . .
q conducted tour of Aylestone Park
y Martin Danks on a wettish
August Sunday gave subscribers to the
Canal Restoration Fund a good idea of
where their money goes. The need to
give Hereford folk a new place to play,
walk, delight the eye and dally by a

PRINT
PLUS

the complete printing service and more

Tel:01432 272025

* stationery * |eaflets * mailers * posters * newsletters * brochures
* prospectuses * calendars * magazines * books * exhibition panels

126 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HN -« Fax:01432 353962 « ISDN: 01432 262988
Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk * www.printplushereford.co.uk
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FUND DAY OUT

Some of the Restoration Fund members
viewing the work completed at Yarkhill,

restored canal became plain as they
followed the laboriously laid paths that
our volunteers had constructed around
the 43 acres of the new Aylestone Park.

They moved on to Yarkhill; it was also
the Open Day there. Walking down to
the canal, work was explained by Ralph,
before the splendid new milestone was
unveiled before some 60 people. The
group explored the full length of the site
and then were served a very good lunch
by Janet Moult and helpers. It gave a
chance to find out more about the Canal
Trust from Council Members as we sat
together around a table.

A fulfilling if long and tiring morning.
Just a few pounds cach month, from a
small but increasing number of members,

Restoration Fund members eat a hearty
lunch after viewing the work at Yarkhill,

F
2
:

1 wish to contibute 10 the
H&GCT Restoration Fund

Name
Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

GIFT AID: [ wish The Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust to treat all
subscriptions /donations that T make from April 67,
2001 until I notify you otherwise, as gift donations,

Signed: Date:

Piease returi to:
Liz Connors, 18 St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3BF

BANKER'S ORDER
To (Nawte and address of your iink)

Please pay to the account No. 11600694, sorting
code no. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust at the Roval Bank of
Scotland, 21 Broad St.. Hereford HR2 9AF the sum
of £ on this day and thereafter monthly
on the 1st of the month until further notice,

Signed: Date:

My account no:

Sort Code:

really does combine to enable our “hands
on” volunteers to get going with specific
elements of projects like Avlestone and
arkhill (this past year) - and at Oxenhall
and Over in earlier years. If you want to
become part of the Restoration Fund,
whose members give more than just the
membership subscription to the Canal
Trust, please complete the above form and
return to Liz Connors. Thank you. ¢ PL

The Wharfinger
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25 things to do in 2008

In the last two editions of The Wharfinger we asked you to enter

into the spirit of our 25" Anniversary Year and see just how many

boxes you could tick — just to remind you we are repeating the first

13 — and adding a further 6 — with 6 more to come!

| Recruit o new Individual or Fomily Member fo the H&G CT. [

P] Sell (or buy!) Grand Holiday Draw fickets. [:]

gj “Take a friend to '~ Whasr House for the first fime for moming  —
coffee & cakes/affernoon fea and light biles. ]

I'¥ Help run a H&G CT Open Day or other event.

ﬂ Subscribe fo the H&G CT Restoration Fund. [:]

[J Attend a 25" Anniversary Event. ]

[ Attend o H&G CT Social Evening (and bring @ friend who has not been beforet).
[ 1f you are on individual Member of the Canal Trust please consider ‘upgrading fo
Joint/Family Membership.

[ sell (or buy?) another book of Grand Holiday Draw Tickets.

T[1) Recommend an interesting speaker for a Social Evening.

m Re-cycle The Wharfinger — give if to a prospective Member and
fhen please encourage them to join the H&G CT.

|3 Attend the AGM on the 15th July.

000 oooo

LEJ 1 you pay Income Tax, please ensure that you have agreed fo 'Gift Ald" your subscripfion.
14 Display a H&G ‘cor sticker’ on your car. They are avallable for sale in 3 e
"= WrARF House Visitor Centre at Over or by post from Mall order Sales
— Contact Heather Worth (see inside back cover). [

[E Recruit a new Corporate Member fo the H&G CT ~ perhaps your own business (or
that of your employer) or a business thal you regularly deal with can be persuaded

to join? Currently Corporate Membership is just £20 per annum (or £400 for Life

Corporate Membership) — they will be made very welcome! ]
| [ Give some frade fo one (or more!) of our advertisers, and fell them that you did :

s0 1o support the supporters of the H&G CT. ]
L/ Have lunch or dinner at = WHARrF HOUSE — and why nof fake a friend t00? L]

LB—HeIp to ‘man’ our promotional display of an event that is local fo you. Jane! Moult will be
pleosed lo discuss opporfunities with you, and you get free eniry fo the respective event foo!

m Collect some Membership Forms (our colour folded leafiet that includes a brief history
of the canal, map and Membership application/rates) and disiribute them fo friends and
colleagues (see poge 15). Everyone can help fo recruit new Members! hank you. D

" If you able fo say “I already do that” - then thank you. By the end of our
25" Anniversary Year we will have listed 25 boxes for you fo fick!
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We're here

Customer Services: 0845 600 1616

(calls charged at local rate)

here

Technical Helpline: 0845 722 7853

(calls charged at local rate)

and here.

www.castlecement.co.uk

K CASTLE CEMENT

HAEIDELBERGCEMENT Group
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Lifeboats

‘A lifejacket buys
you vital time —
but only if you're
wearing it.

On average, RNLI crew members rescue 22 people a day.
So they know what can make the difference to being
rescued alive. The fact Is, wearing a lifejacker will more
than double your chances of survival in the water.*
Wearing 2 lifejacket can buy you vital survival time,
but onty If you wear it. Why not switch your way

of thinking? Our advice Is to put a lifejacket on the
moment you board your boat. And should you want
to remove it, think carefully about your decision,

For advice on choosing a lifejacket and how to
wear it correctly, call us on 0800 328 0600 (UK)
or 1800 789 589 (Rol) or visit our website
mil.org.uk/wearone

Useless unless worn

3 R,
' ' €ty gt o g\ it sk R o ek
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OUR CONDOLENCES

Following the recent death of
Member Mr N Alder, from Ross on
Wye, his solicitor wrote enclosing a
cheque from his Estate for £1,000 to be
specifically utilised in connection with
our work on the former BW tug Alder
(currently under restoration at Over).
This is greatly appreciated,

In 2003 Hereford Member Mr Allan
Day and his wile Pamela offered 10
collect aluminium cans on behall of the
H&G CT and to act as a point in Hereford
where other collectors could bring their
cans. Mrs Day has recently advised us of
the sad death of her husband Allan and
has very Kindly passed on a collection
that was made at Mr Day's funeral to
the H&G CT. Our condolences and sincere

apprectation.
\ PP )

STILL COLLECTING

Mrs Day has stressed that sheis willing
to continue to collect aluminium cans
for the Canal Trust and to pull together
collections from the Hereford area. If
you have been collecting aluminium
cans (or are willing to start), and
live within a reasonable distance of
Hereford, please contact Mrs Day on
Hereford (01432) 275 443.

£3,000 DONATED FOR
RESTORATION

Council of Management recorded
their great appreciation of an
anonymous donation of £3,000 which
has been given specifically for use on
work on the Canal from Withington
Marsh to Crews Pitch. Details of where
the money will be used will be given in
due course. Thank you.

CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE ADDRESS

In common with many other Canal
Trusts and Societies the H&G CT are
affiliated to The Inland Waterways
Association. Many utilise the IWA
Head Office address as their Registered
Office (rather than that of a volunteer post
holder who will change from time to time
—as may their address) thus giving a more
consistent address for the Registered
Office of the individual Canal Trust or
Society.

We have greatly appreciated the
IWA's ‘hosting’ of our Registered Olfice
Address from the outset. However,
for the second time in recent years,
the IWA have found it necessary to
move offices [New address: The hnland
Waterways Association, Island House, Moor
Road, CHESHAM, HP5 1WA — telephone:
01494 783453].

Now that we have freehold premises

W ——

of our own the H&G CT Council of
Management have resolved to change
the Registered Office Address of The
Herefordshire and  Gloucestershire
Canal Trust (and that of the associated
H&G CT Companies | to ™ WHarr Houst,
Horseshoe Drive, Over, Gloucester,
GI1.2 8DB.

This change of our Registered Office
address does not, in any way, change our
relationship with the IWA. Please also
note that our Registered Office address
is NOT for routine correspondence
- all our day-to-day contact addresses
remain unchanged.

Please support our advertisers whenever
You can — support our supporters!

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

6™ October, 2008
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunston Brokerage /
~ at the heart of England’s
waterways — your first port of call!

Established in 1988, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats — new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none,

Our marina offers the fullest
range of support services.
Uniquely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,

hull-blacking, repaints, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

For full information — including our
compelitive brokerage package -
contact Tim Coghlan at:

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH
Telephone 01788 891373

Fax 01788 891436

Webhsite: www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
Email: sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk

)
40
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CONTACTS

The Canal Trust is always in need

of new volunteers as our activities continue to expand. We
can normally find a use for any skill from %lardeners to first

aiders, bricKies to those willing to help wit

a shovel or pen,

Contact Aitnag o{lﬁmw TODAY!

Janet Moult
18, Coningshy Court,
Coningshy Street,
HEREFORD. HR! 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366
imoult@ tiscali.co.uk

Liz Connors
18. St Ethelbert Close,
Surton St. Nicholas,
Herelord, HR1 3BF
Tel: (01432) 880 155
liz¢a lizconnors.orangehome.co.uk

Cliff Penny
“Coppice”, Burley Gate,
Hereford, HR1 3Q8
Tel: (01432) 820 B66
canal@ penny-ep.co.uk

David Penny
Tel: (01452) 332 900
thewharfhouse@ yahoo.co.uk

Brian Fox
1, Holmer Hall Cortages,

Roman Road. Hereford, HR4 QU

Tel: (01432) 358 628
briandlox@ tiscali.co.uk

Nigel Jefferles
Tel: (01432) 850 661
nigel.jefferies( virgin.net

Martin Danks
Tel: (01432) 544 488
martindanks tiscali.co.uk

Chris High
Tel: (01568) 615 575
chris.high@ lineone.net
Paul Henshaw
Tel: (01684) 292 297
paulhenshawuk@yahoo.co.uk
Maggle Jones
Tel: (01452} 618 010
maggiejonesfa@ blueyonder.co.uk

UK Subscription Rates

Annual Life
Individual £7.50 £150
Joint/Family £10.00 £200
Senior Citizen £5.00 £80
Joint Senior Citizen £7.00 £110
Corporate £20.00 £400

PLEASE NOTE: All subscriptions and conations are teated a3 baing macds under the
Gift Aid scheme unless vou state that you do not wish s to do this. Payment made by
Standing Order greatly a3sists us and payment remans under your confral.

I

it oun Welle

m.n-o'e"'"“"""

wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 415 888
w 1lfrcd. jones@ homecall.co.uk

Ted Beagles
Tel: (01452) 522 648
Peter Moore
Tel: (01531) 820 671
Lucien Perring
Tel: (01289 768 441
Robin Smithett
Tel: (01981) 540 334
robin@ smithett.co.uk

Peter Lawrence
Tel: (01684) 564 073

Heather Worth
M Ospzr SaLss,
12 Hewitt Ave., Kings Acre,
HEREFORD, HR4 0QP
Tel: (01432) 270 552 jevenings oniyt
(O7889) 853 017 (orher mes!
Heatheriz worthh. fsnet.co.uk

Advertising in

The Wharfinger
Show the support of your
business by advertising in
The Wharfinger. Raies starl
at £17, there is a series discount
and we will gladly design vour
advertisement free of charae.
Coline Dymort has the devails.
Tel. 01981 540488
colin.kd@virgin.net

All payments to: 6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

Unless specifically stated op expressad are thase of the
auther and do not nacessarly reflact tha policy of e Hereforashire
and Gleucestarshire Canal Trust. As a Registared Charity, with

we cannot the cantert of any specific
advertisament produdt or sanvices. The Trust mcems no lubl:yfo'
anynwov d 9. n s
fom the magazine is wel dp “muulmn
edgememsg»en

Membershp records are computersed, Your antry is available for
nspaction If you send & SAE 1o tha Membership Sacretary.

Whilst we try 1o ensure dates are correct please verify them with
a relevant Organiser.

£ 2008 Published by the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The Wharf House Company Lid [No. 4627931] and
H & G Canal (Sales) Lid. [No. 2710215] are part cf the
Hersfordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust Lid, group
of companies, The Herelordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust Is a non-profit distributing company imited
by guarantes [No. 2704407] and is a registered charity
[No. 1010721]. Registered Office:- The Wharf Houss,
Horseshoe Drive. Over, Gloucester, GL2 8DB.

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street, Hereford, HR4 9HN (01432) 272 025
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The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not completed until 1845, making this the last major
route built in Britain, but for the navigations of Birmingham and the Manchester
Ship Canal. The canal stretched for 34 miles from the River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the city of Hereford, utilising some 22 locks and
3 tunnels. The Canal was formally closed in 1881 to allow construction of the
Ledbury to Gloucester railway which in its turn was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964,

< Crew's Pitch

%, Wharf
p2 Ba214 KEY
Aylestone
o A "M~ Ashperton Blue text shows
e ’ (5 Tunnel the current y
A4103 A4103 restoration sites >
Edgar 38 A Areas suitable
Street e Yarkhill 8 l for walking 3
Grid % Project Skew 7,
Site  Bridge, N Ledbury T
, Monkhide =
HEREFORD e
Dymoc
Oxenhall Project Site |

The Canal Trust

The Canal Society was lormed in 1983

and in 1992 became the Herefordshire Ada17
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust, a &‘
The Wharf House e/

registered charity. The Trust has an
ordinary and corporate membership
of some 1,300 from all over the
country — and abroad! Our objective
is to fully restore the 34 mile Canal,
from its connection with the 2,500
mile inland waterway network at
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford.
We have major restoration sites in
each county, which together extend to
some 4 miles.

and Over Basin (o ©
= Gloucester
Llanthany Docks
GLOUCESTER

Please note: Unless indicated it should not
be essumed that Rights of Way exist. We are
working on the Canal with the co-operation
of the land owners and their nesghbours

- please help the Trust fo mainfain its Qood
refations with them.  Thank you




