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- Green Line
28 to 90 bhp

» Smooth . Does

low speed

running as standard not smoke

with our heavy flywheel ¥
in locks - very

» Two Alternators are standard - high T
low emissions

output domestic alternator at low rpm

» 3.5kVA or 5kVA - 230 volts Travel Power option for your
washing machine, microwave, eic

» Excellent back up service with a 3 year warranty

Simply the BEST

MARINE engines available!

Tel: 01452 723492 www.betamarine.co.uk
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‘ CHAIRMAN’s COLUMN ‘

will not dwell on rain, mud or roadworks - or even

the credit crunch! A bright autumn cheered us all
up and by the time you read this the A40 roadworks
should have been completed,

I will, however, look back to a verv successful 25"
Anniversary year. This involved many of our active
volunteers and our events were well supported by the
membership. We started with the splendid film show
at the Courtyard Centre for the Arts and introduced
Amanda Huntley and her archives to Hereford — perhaps
we can do the same for Gloucester next year? Two events
were held at ™ Wrarr House — our splendid anniversary
dinner and Nigel Jefferies’ enthusiastic talk on Thomas
Telford. A mini-bus tour along the route of the canal
brought more members and friends to see “our” canal.
Three Open Days at Yarkhill, Over and Oxenhall saw
the unveiling of 3 milestones — a permanent reminder
of our 25% Anniversary 2008 also saw the purchase of
Llanthony Lock so securing our route to the national
network — NOT 4 BAD YEAR!

What will 2009 bring? A lot will depend on attracting
more volunteers, not just for physical restoration of the
canal, but to help with all aspects of our work - not least
the sales company outings - a vital part of keeping up the
H&G profile in the national canal world. Grants will be
needed 1o fund future restorations, so grant applications
will need to be made and other fund-raising ideas
put into practice. We know it is going to be a difficult
year ahead but I am confident that our members will
continue to support us in our long term aims.

I'wish you a very Happy Festive Season and look forward
to meeting as many of vou as possible in the New Year

& Janet Moult, Chainman

‘our
EELP SITUATION VACANT
s For 2009 the I'WA’s National
pledse waterways Festival and Boat
Show will be held adjacent to the
River Soar at Red Hill, near Ratcliffe on
Soar, just south of Nottingham (see “Wandering io
Wolverhanpton' on p.12 for the report on the event this
year), We urgently need a volunieer, please, to drive
a hired light van containing the display material and
sales stock to and from the event next August. A
free pass to the event and lots to see and do can be
assured! Janet Moult will gladly give further details.
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‘ EDITORIAL ’

Working Together

n her Chairman’s column in the last

edition Janet Moult referred to our
motto “Waorking fogether in the present,
to revive the past, and secure a better
future®™ - and to the fact that the national
press had (then) recently used a similar
phrase on the positive effect of inland
waterways on the value of nearby property.
Since then the press has been very much
in ‘negative mode’ and, most certainly, it
is easy (o let the current climate (for once
I am not talking about the weather) get you
down! It is so easy to convince yourself that
what a few months ago was a very positive
situation is now the complere reverse. But
what does that achieve? Take a short-
term view, influenced by what is going on
around you, and you may fail to achieve
your long-term objective!

How easy it would have been for
everyone involved at ™ Wharr House 1o
effectively "give up’ once the full extent of
the chaos to be imposed on us by the A40
roadworks had been appreciated. Instead,
a very positive attitude prevailed and we
have thankfully weathered that storm
including the last minuie additional challenges
of severed electricity cables and solemn promises
of the final completion date for the roadworks
failing fo be met. Everyone involved at
" Whiarr House has worked tagether, been
exceedingly flexible and made the best
of the extremely difficult situation that
has been thrust upon us for a period in
excess of six months. As soon as the scale
of the fhuge!) impact on visitor numbers
became clear it was prudent that we
placed a temporary embargo on further
expenditureon fitting-out theupper floars.
Our volunteers managed to make some
progress working with the materials that

e Wharfinger

by Cliff Penny

we already had (thank you). After many
deferrals the contactor who will ¢lad the
steel staircase in hardwood has agreed to
set his team in motion and revised work
plans for our own volunteers have been
drawn up, budgets agreed and targets set.
Now it is all systems go, working together,
to complete the BEB facilities!

We have always stressed that our motto
is also the secret of our success in different
elements of our external liaison {whether
with local authorities, developers or other
bodies). What perhaps is not so obvious
is that the motto equaily applies within
the H&EG CT and our two associated
companies! It is particularly important
that we all do our utmost to work igether
during what clearly will be dilficult 1imes
in the coming months {or more?) - then,
as we have proved time and time again -
by all working together we will succeed!

STOP PRESS -
A40 ROADWORKS FINISHED!

Easy access to Over Canal Basin and
™ WHarr House has now been restored —
the roadworks are finished - do please
come and see us soon. Why not take a walk
around Over Basin, pick up some HEG
CT gifts for Christmas (see pages 22 - 23),
then refresh yourself before vou depart?
Choose morning coffee and cakes, funch,
something from our “light bites’ menu in
the afternoon — or why not book a table
for dinner, pop into Gloucester to see the
Christmas lights, then finish your day out
with dinner at ™ Wxarr House? You will
be made very welcome. ¢ CRP
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The first part of our article about
the skilled volunteer work involved
in the production of the milestones
was published in the last edition of
The Wharfinger (pages 8-9). Nigel
Jefferies now completes the story -
telling how the cast mileage indicator
plates were made - and confirms that (as
always!) the skills of our volunteers have
achieved professional resulis at a fraction
of the cost . . .

When the Council of Management
resolved to reinstate, as part of the 25%
Anniversary Celebrations of the formation
of the Society and Trust, three of the
milestones which were positioned along
the canal 1 felt T could make a contribution,
since 1 had made the cast aluminium
elliptical plaques which we have erected
in the past on buildings and structures
(see A Marque of Success’, edition 83 of The
Wharfinger).

The milestones were positioned at
every mile and half-mile along the canal
on the non-towpath side, since this was

The Wharfinger

embodied in the original Act ul’ Parliament
of 1791. However 1 am uncertain if any
were erected on the first stretch of the
canal from Gloucester to Ledbury, which
was built between 1793 and 1798, because
none appear to have survived. On the
second half of the canal from Ledbury to
Hereford, built between 1839 and 1845;
only one appears o have survived in sitn,
but two others have been repositioned by a
local landowner, as features in his garden.
As David Bick makes the point in his book
about the canal, the simplicity of their
design reflects the Canal Company’s lack of
money — they consist of a stone block with
a cast iron plate recessed into the surface,
which records the distance to and from
Gloucester. The only acknowledgement to
aesthetics is a modest shaping of the top
of the stone and a slight chamfer on the
front edges.

On a sunny afternoon in February last
yvear, with a biting easterly wind and
squally showers (which chilled me 1o
the bone), Brian Fox took me to view the
two milestones which a landowner has
relocated, This enabled me to take detailed
measurements of the stones and cast iron
plates {including the figures). I also ook
some photographs of these two milestones,
Cm a warmer day my wife and I found the
remaining fir sife milepost, which I also
measured. The measurements | recorded
proved that the stones and the cast iron
plates varied in size.

At the next meeting of our Finance
Committee we discussed the likely cost
of making the milestones. 1 pointed out
that I thought 1 would be able to make the
wooden pattern required to make the sand
mould into which the molten metal is
poured to produce the casting. However, |

An oniginal milestons i situ,

Edition 98



would be unable to make the castings, as 1
had in the past. We considered a £200 buget
for each milestone would be realistic,

On a shopping trip to Hereford I showed
photographs of the stones to the stone
masons restoring  Hereford Cathedral;
they confirmed the stone is red sandstone
and gave me details of two suppliers in the
Forest of Dean. | contacted both suppliers
and the most competitive quotation for
a piece of stone 800 x 355 ¥ 203mm was
E150.00 + vat, or for three, £390 + vat,
totalling £458.25,

I liaised with the site leaders at Owver,
Oxenhall and Yarkhill and it was agreed
that the cast iron plates would show ‘4
912 and 27, respectively. I then made an
accurate full-size orthographic drawing of
the backplate and designed the figures as
closely as possible to the original plates. |
made the backplate from plywood and used
oak for the raised rectangular moulding. On
this occasion I had 1o make the pattern in
my garage and was limited to using hand
saws and a plane. When [ made the elliptical
plaques, T was able to use the various sizes
of plastic letiers | had obtained from a
foundry merchant, that can simply be stuck
on the back plate. However on this occasion
I did not have any of a suitable size, so 1
decided to make them using plywood. Due
to the lack of a jigsaw to cur out the figures,
I had to make the three elements af the
Y2 larger than on the original plaques, but
as they would stand alone, and since they
were 1o be replacements, I thought this
was acceptable. The two most important
features of a pattern are that all vertical

e Wharfinger

The finished pattern; draft angles and
a good surface finish facilitate removal
from the mould.

edges must slope or have draft angles
and it must be well finished, to enable
it 10 be easily removed from the
moulding sand. When I had finished
making the figures, I used double-
sided tape to secure the figures to the
back plate.

By searching the local editions
of ¥ellow Pages 1 found a foundry
in Thrupp near Stroud, Gloucestershire
and after emailing them a photograph of
the finished pattern, D. M. Foundries of
Stafford Mill, agreed to cast the plates in
aluminium alloy or cast iron for £42,30
inclusive of VAT, So far we were well within
our budget of £200.00 per milestone! I
duly delivered the pattern and decided
to have them cast in cast iron, in-keeping
with the original plates. Trust member
Don Gaunt, who lives at Stonehouse,
collected the castings and brought them
lo a social meeting to aveid me having to
make another journey to Stroud.

During the interim, Brian Fox told me
that the owner of Cope’s Quarry had
left his card at The WHapr House, with an
offer to assist us in the future. An inquiry
revealed he had three suitable picces of
stone at £20.00 each, inclusive of VAT! The
stones were shaped as was illustrated and
explained in the previous edition of The
Wharfinger. Consequently, themilestones
for which we had budgeted £200.00 per
stone, were made for just £62.30 cach; a
testimony 1o what can be achieved by our
volunteers “Working fogether!” and, if 1
might say, the careful use we make of our
financial resources,

Incidentally, on the original plates 1
could find no trace of paint, but they are
of course more than 160 years old. Cast
iron does not rust, but when first exposed
to the atmosphere the surface develops an
orange discolouration, so it was decided
to paint the plate black and pick-out the
surface of the figures in white. ¢ NJ
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he day started misty and
murky with a promise
of sunshine later (which unfortunately
never malerialised). Thankfully the
rain held off and, despite a slow start,
the visitors turned up in good numbers
so the ladies in the kitchen providing
refreshments were kept busy - and
Penny on the Sales stand also did some
good business. The car park was full to
capacity for much of the afternoon and
the overspill field, kindly made available
by Member (and Lock Cottage owner)
Nigel Freeman, was much appreciated.
Thank you, Nigel.

Downon the canal everythingwas looking
tidy and the volunteers were standing by
their handiwork ready 1o chat and answer
all the questions — well most questions!
Seats had been provided at strategic points
for those unable 1o walk too far and we
must also thank the new tenants of Lock
Cottage for their forbearance at having
their Sunday so disrupted by myriads of
visitors. They were also good cnough 1o
provide cups of tea throughout the day to

The Cxenhall milssione,

™ Wharfinger

The Ceanhall milestons was unveiled by Deputy
Mayor ol Newent, Counciflor David Blick,

the volunteers on duty and some volunteers
were lucky enough to have a guided tour of
the Cottage. It is difficult to imagine how a
family with 5 children and 3 lodgers could
have lived here {as the 1861 census tells us
they did)!

Al precisely 2pm a small party was seen
to be walking down the towpath to the area
just below the lock where a mystery object
had been noticed covered with a plastic bag
and tied with a pink ribbon. The answer
to one of the questions was revealed as
the ribbon was cut, the bag removed, and
another of the commemorative milestones
was unveiled by Councillor David Blick,
the deputy mayor of Newent. This was the
last of the three stones to be unveiled as
part of our 25" Anniversary Celebrations
and was then inspected with many
complimentary comments made by those

present. ¢ BF
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TRADITIONAL RoPE AND FENDER MAKERS

SuppLIERS OF RoPE & TWINE
* No VAT * Makers of Traditional rope fenders*Rope for decking *

* Suppliers of rope and twines * Mooring lines * Tow ropes *
Decorative cotton rope* Bannister ropes and fittings *
Garden features * Cotton rope sitting hammock @ £59 + £7 p+p

Ir It Is MADE OF RoPE WE CAN MAKE IT
www.getknotted.co.uk alan@getknotted.co.uk

Tel: Alan 01926 410588 (24 hr answering) Fax: 01789 778953
Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick CV 34 5DP
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Sﬂmewh:rc between heavy showers and the major
roadworks on the A40, we successfully held an
Anniversary Open Day at Over, Our local volunteers
had put a lot of work into getting the site looking good.
4 The road signs were put up some distance from Over
Lo encourage visitors to brave the contra-flow and join
in the fun. Thousands of leaflets were distributed,
posters displaved and local event websites and media
all alerted. So after a slow and very wet start we just
crossed lingers.

It paid off - Paul Brown's car park team did stirling work
controlling the traffic, Even the over-spill car park became
full. Chris Clarke organised vintage cars and even a fire
engine! Refreshments were available at both ™ WHARF
House and by the Basin run by Gill Beard and her team.
There were stalls of local produce and plants, and local
crafts people joined us. Tug boat Alder toured the Basin.

Atove: The car park fills up Eileen Shacknell made a magnificent cake depicting
Below: The local fire station many details of our Canal. The place was buzzing by
showe support the time Mike Pott's mini bus tour of the Canal arrived.

The Over Milestone was unveiled by Nigel Jefferies and

Phales: Ted Boagles, Barie Havsman, G Penny Colin Dwmatt. Chris Ceska

Mike Potts, two or our original members.
Thank von everyone
¢ MJ

Rigie: Tearmwaork —
Migel Jeffaries says
& faw words and
Mike Polts unveils
Ihe milasione.

Above:r Old friends meet up. Tha whola place was buzzing

fAight: Chris Clarke's Lanchester ook the milestone
L E"I|I'II" party alcng the towpath in styls.

vvvvvvvvvv x S vvvﬂu*ﬂvﬂq
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Wolverhampton
Icuuld have given you another picture

of mud (inside the marquee this
time!) but I think we will try and forget
it this year. The National Waterways
Festival was held at a rather soggy site
in Wolverhampton but our campers
and caravanners were moved to the
Racecourse so we had exira facilities
there. The Festival site was served by
a Park and Ride from the Racecourse
so there were no worries about getting
the car off site this vear.

Many thanks 1o Derek Weaver for
braving long queues, and one-way
systems, 10 get the van nearer to the
marquee than last year! He and Taryna,
Dies Pick and Ray and Barbara Moses
were joined by Kelly and Matthew 1o
form our team this year.

THE TRADING COMPANY

Becca and 1 went up on Monday (it
was the first time for many years that
the August Bank Holiday had not been
taken up with the ‘National’). As usual,
Des was on great form selling Grand
Holiday Draw tickets and we were very
pleased that Tim Coghlan of Braunston
Marina made the Draw for us.

Great interest was shown in our plans
and many congratulations were received
on our purchase of the Llanthony site.

Next vear the Festival moves to the banks of
the River Soar - so we hope the water stavs in
tie river and that we can have a dry sitel! [We
are seeking your help with next year's event,
please see botiom of page 3] ¢ M

for non-football fans — Walverhampton
Wanderers is the local football team!

PRINT
PLUS

the complete printing service and more

Tel:01432 272025

» stationery * leaflets * mailers « posters « newsletters * brochures
* prospectuses * calendars * magazines * books « exhibition panels

| 26 Widemarsh Street + Hereford HR4 9HM « Fax: 01432 353962 - ISDN: 01432 262988
Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk + www.printplushereford.co.uk
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The Grand Holiday Draw 2008 broke
all records and raised £2,692; our
sincere thanks, once again, to everyone
who bought and sold tickets and {in
particular} to those who donated the
prizes - Black Prince Holidays, The Wharf
House, Mrs J Thomas ai Penwern Farm
aind British Marine Federation. As the cost
of printing the tickets was sponsored by
Eastnor Castle every single pound raised
has gone straight into H&G Canal Trust
Funds = thank vou evervone!

The winning tickets were drawn on
25" August at the MNational Waterways
Festival in Wolverhampton by Tim Coghlan
of Braunston Marina — thank vou, Tim.

15T PRIZE ticket no 10915 -
One week narowboat holiday for four
donated by Black Prince Holidays...

Mrs Judy Malet, Pudlestone, Leominster
280 PRIZE ticket no 0B0OS7T =
Dinner, B&B for 2 at ™= Whasr House...

Mrs E Hale, Gloucester

3°® PRIZE ticket no 05872

One night B&B for 2 in the Brecon Beacons
ME donated by Mrs J Thomas, Penwern
Farm... Mrs Anne White, Llanwrst

Phalo: Janel Moull

Tim Coghlan (right) of Braunsion Marina
draws the winning tickets aided by
Maitthew Dyer (left] and Des Pick fcentra)

The following people each won a pair of
tickets to The London Boat Show 2009:
- ticket no 4410 Des Pick, Newbald
Verdon, Leicestershire

ticket no 5176 Mr JP Lock, Langport,
Somerset

ticket no 5317 Mrs G Woodhams,
MNorthampton

ticket no 6328 Mr A Riley,
Rickmansworth

ticket no 1848 Mr & Mrs ML Winney,
Rosz-on-Wye

We hope that the winners all enjoy their prizes and our repeated thanks to
everyone who helped, in any way, o make the draw this year such a SUCCess.

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES

REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT

WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY

OQUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING

13
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A&D Marine
Services Ltd

HEMPSTED DRY DOCK,
338 BRISTOL RDAD,
GLOUCESTER GL2 sDH

Telephona: (01452) 415430
Fax: (01452) 307674
www.admarinaservices.co. uk
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OVER WILLOW
FOR SALE!

The wet summer has been good
for some things. The Osier bed at
Over has grown well and a number
of colourful varieties are now
avallable:-

Fresh cut rods suitable For ‘living
willow’ structures and sculptures.

These are ideal to plant in the dormant
season until about early April

3 varieties about 5ft to 7Ft in length:
Britzensls’ Crangey-red bark;
Chinese’' Bright grean bark;
‘Leentjes' Mid green bark

All ot 20p per rod.

Fresh cut
thinner
rods
svitable
For
basketry.

5 varieties about 3ft to 4ft in length:

The obove three varieties plus:-
‘Green Dicks' and 'Daphnoides’

All ot 5p per rod.

All proceeds go to HE&G CT Funds.

Please contact Mike Bowden
{on site ot Over on most WWednesdays)

or phone 01452 790 459.

e Wharfinger
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THE TUG

ALBER

-

band

by Caroline Jones

he main job undertaken was to
repaint the main roof area of the
cabin; this was by far the most corroded
and in need of protection. In the few
dry spells we had this summer the roof
was sanded 1o a stable surface, coated
with zinc anti-rust treatment and, at the
August Open Day at Over, given a good
coat of ‘red raddle’. ‘Red raddle’ being a
sort of substitute red oxide coating with
additional ingredients to make it more
hardwearing. Traditionally the roofl of
a narrowboat would have been given
an annual coating of red oxide paint to
keep it in good order, we can't do that
today as traditional red oxide has a lead
content and, in any case, we'd rather
not have the annual job - so ‘red raddle
was the product to use. The raddle,
along with the other top coating and
sign-writing paints, has been supplied
at a very good price by a Blrmingham
company Rapidpaint Ltd, their
narrowboat range is called appropriately
Narrowboat Colours and can be found
at their website www.narrowhboatcolours,
co.uk. We are very gratefil for the assistance
they have giver botl with the cost of the paint
and valiabie advice,
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The next painting job will be the
sides and ends of the cabins. We have
at last (afier a long wrangle with the
manufacturers) got a pair ol new
portholes for the boat and as soon as
these are fitted the painting can proceed
— weather permiiiing of course!

Following favourable reports on our
progress in restoring Alder news has just

Alder toured the Basin on the Over
Open Day, avoiding the small model
boats that ware sharng the water

boats from their workboat fleet.
These are Renton, an ex Grand
Union Canal Carrying Co. maotor
boat, which was sold to the Ministry
of War Transport in 1943 and
shortened to become an icebreaking
tug; and Tow an ex River Class butty
converted by British Waterways
into a mud hopper. The ‘new” boats
are both in good working order, if
a little tatry, and are currently afloat on
the waterways svstem. Renton is at
Batchworth on the Grand Union Canal
just north of London and Tow is at
Icknield Port in Birmingham. There will be
more informarion en the boais and, hopefully
more photograplis next tine,

We need to get the two boats to
Gloucester and as both are afloat and

Phodo: Tad Beaples

come through from British Waterways

: licensed 1 feel an expedition coming on
that we can take possession of two more

to bring the pair to Gloucester in the
traditional manner! On a more serious
note the tug and hopper will need to get
to Gloucester by water, that is a tripwe are
currently organising and if anvone fancies
a day out to help anywhere between
Gloucester, London and Birmingham
please do give me ring on 01452 315224
{weekdays) or 01594 561286 (weekends)
so that when we finalise dates 1 can let
you know. Hopefully this will all happen
this year but, if the River Severn is not
accommodating, we may have to do the
river section next spring ¢ CJ

Renton (above) — ex Grand
Jnian Canal Camying Co.
Motor boat, which was
shortensd to become an
cebreaking tug.

fow (right) — ex River Class
utty corverted by British
Naterways into a mud hoppear.

15
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MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT

EstaBLisHED 25 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

TOTALLY COMMITTED
T0 DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwintertransport.co.uk
emall: info@midwintertransport.co.uk
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: Tesd Baagles and Barrie Haysman

15

]_I d nth O ny I_OC k Paul Henshaw reports

Wﬂrk has been
progressing — clearing
undergrowth from the

southern side of the site to
make way for a small car
parking area for visitors and
volunteers and to provide
an area for landscaping.

A new steel gate, for the
entrance (o the footbridge,
is in the process of being
fabricated by Ted Beagles
and work has been started
renovating the outside loo at
one of the cottages. ¢ PH

The undergrowth is burnt
on the bonfire as the site

is tidied.

Below: Paul and Ted survey
ihe cleared area.

™ Wharfinger

A small team of voluntesrs do
a fine job of clearing a badly
cvergrown area south of the river.

Abave: A mature black poplar
tree graces cne end of the site.

Below: The foottridge over the
river will be getting a new gate.
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ThE quarter has been a challenging
one with the focus on making the
site presentable for the H&G CT's 25"
Anniversary Open Day at the end of
August. Our gardeners did sterling
work in the run up to make the site
look good for all the visitors attending;
the road works on the A40 made the
day uncertain in terms of numbers but,
at the end of the day, it was judged a
success (Maggle Jones reporis on the Open
Day on page 10).

All year round our gardeners have done
a wonderful job and the site has been at
its best ever; the increased amount of
work they have 10 do now has been taken
on board by all! The newly built flower
beds are showing colour and the car
park. flood plain and the front gardens
of ™ Waare House have been given even
greater attention 1o ensure that they make
a good first impression to those coming
to explore the Visitor Centre or to have
a meal. Skew Gardens have been soft
landscaped and the first shrubs planted
and these are currently in flower. A base
for a seat has been laid in a semi-circle
of slate and a temporary sear (whilst an
appropriate permanent one Is sourced)

e Wharfinger
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The Gloucester & District Mode!
Boat Ciub enjoy the clear, weed-free,
water that they help to maintain.

has been placed for visitors to enjov the
view of the Canal Basin - and bevond.

Our volunteers working on ™ WHarr
House project have completed the painting
of the external doors and have moved
onto works on the first floor. In the saff
room alcoves have been started and, on
the stairway, cupboards are being boxed
out and panelled {and shelves finted ). The
build of the balcony has further progressed
with a second coat of paint having been
applied and the ornamental wall supports
have been made and fitted. The electrical

o

m et e
The frashly laid towpath surface made easy
walking for our Open Day visitors.

Edition 98
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wiring has been completed to enable
lights to be ftted into the underside of
the balcony making an inviting entrance
when coming from the car park.

Bridge Training volunteers have been
hard at work assisting in cutiing grass
and strimming. One team has been busy
rubbing down all the containers on site and
painting them and have also helped with
the second coat of paint to the balcony.
Bridge Training have also assisted in
clearing the Canal Basin of weed, this
was hard work throwing rakes with rope
attached into the Basin and dragging the
weed out — then barrowing it to break
down into fertiliser under the hedgerows.
The Gloucester and District Model
Boat Club has also been assisting getting
the weed out of the Basin (thank wou) so
they can race vachts around buoys placed
down the middle. It"s not unusual to sce
up to six yachis competing here! Apart
from vachts [ have seen submarines, motor
torpedo boats, customs cutlers, steam
tugs and all types of speed boats (all in
miniature and remote-controlled!) en our
water. The road works have affected the
numbers of modellers coming but with
the works due for completion before this is
published T know we are going to see our
walter being used much more - especially
on most Saturdays.

Our mechanical crew have also been
very busy. The sit-on-mower needed
major works including welding on the
drive pulleys for the cutters and the ‘out
of commission” wheeled strimmer needed
safety works (having shaken itsell apart
during operation!}. Brackets and a plate
have been fitted underneath and a rubber
protection mat {ingeniously made from
a lorry mudguard) has been fixed to the
rear to safeguard the operator [rom flying
debris. One of the hand held strimmers
had a brush curting blade fitted - simple
vou would think, not a bit of it, hundreds
of lefi-hand thread screws in the shop
— not onte fitted — it needed a special order
to the manufacturer and many visits to
make it happen (thanks Mike). ¢ BH

e Wharfinger

Above: Al the anlrama tD Ih:e "u'isntul Centre
Henry Clarke and Andy Smith take a
mament to inspect thair handiwark.

Above: A model boater adjusts his craft on
the slipway.

Balow: A number of moorens have been
nesting at the far end of the Basin and 50

the waed has naot been d|smme-:|
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= . ! DECEMBER o
(505’1 a/ GUEHI:g ) ﬂ'{ Please note: mo meeiing in December

575(? ﬂoya/ czé JANUARY 20™

(Sverj.rﬂne is welcome to our
monthly meetings held on the
third Tuesday of every month,
7.30pm for an 8pm start.
Janet has put together some great
topics for you to enjoy over the
next few months, We look
forward to seeing you there.

How green was Mr Brindley’s
stinking ditch? = Dick Skeet

A different approach to canals.

FEBRUARY 17 ™

50 years on the water
Norma Perry

A member's memories
of holidays afloat.

MARCH 17 ™

Royal National Lifeboat
Institution
We are very pleased to
have a speaker from one of
our regular advertisers.

A h

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel.
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass,

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
mstructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press.
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 vears, and we will contiue to

work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better firture.
& H&GCT

Fax: 01452 700740

e Wharfinger

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER

GL19 417
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THE W HARFE H OUSE Sesr o Gredanit

he road works on the A40 have

caused a major impact on the trade
at ™ Wrarr House right through the
summer. On occasions it was a challenge
to find any entrance through the mass
of traffic cones and the contra-flow. The
good news is that the chaos will be over
by the time vou read this

PIRATES IN THE DOCKS

As customers were finding it hard
to get to ™ WHarr House,
it was decided that
" Wharr House should
go to them! On the
weekend in October when
Gloucester Docks became
overrun with pirates, the
staff ‘jumped ship® and
set up on the quayside with
a pig roast to feed the hungry
‘pirates’. This proved to be very popular.

WATERSIDE RESTAURANT

Celebrate this Christmas at 7 W
location for family reunions and festive parties.
We pride ourselves on our [reshly preparcd dishes
using only the best of local produce,

Our nevw Christrmas menus for 8+ people are from only
£18.95. visit www.ithewharfhouse.co.uk to view our
festive menus, or contact us now to reserve a table.

. @ fine blend of setting and dining ..

A ot o~ W esse Hovusm il b usad fir ha evceseiion sy metiosrion o the Herséond ond Siousester Conal

227 The Christmas Season is here and

new seasonal menus are available
o tempt partying groups and family
gatherings. There is a choice of 2 menus
with a good range of seasonal fare and
ves, turkey is not on either of them!

IWA ANNUAL DINNER

The lecal Branch of the Inland
Waterways Association will once more
be partying at ™ WHarr House for their
Annual Dinner in the new year. Their
last visit proved to be very popular and
so it was agreed that they should make a
return visit on Friday 27th February 2009,
Il you are interested in joining the Dinner
please get your booking in early to Martin
Turner on 01291 650605,

PLEASE NOTE: ™ Whaer Housg
will be closed from Monday, 22

December until Friday, 2 January
except for private functions,

w1 Houss, the perfect ,.i:

Lunches served:
12 noon - 3 pm
Evening Restaurant:
from Tpm
Fricr Gaohing b odvised
Moming coffes
and colgs:

10 am - 12 nason
Alemoon Tea
cng dgnt Dles

3 pm-3 pm

WHarr Houss a7

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk 01452 33 2 900

Tee Wharfinger
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Gift ~dess {rom MENGHARE HOUSE

THE
HEREFORID

Ii;'! \

Om :Ei}:i‘f}'f’(

CANAL

Dlaviad Eick

THIN CHAK TS LS0TS FRE S

Every Member and supporter should Nigel Bailey's book ‘Over and Over
have a copy of David Bick's book *The Again’ takes readers back through a
Hereford and Gloucester Canal’; it also fascinating 750 vears in the life of Over
makes an ideal Christmas gift, = defimitely one for vorr baokshelf!

£8.95 from ™ Wiarr Houst, BB i ™ Witir Hevilss

of t:"'r" post ET u*q's inciuding P&p from of D"r' post 51.95 inciuding P&P frorm
Heather Worh s2e inside bock cover, Heather Worth ses nsicas m':::. i covar

Share Certificate

You can now have your own high

~E ]ifufmwm i'_rq#%prirrﬂrﬁ D) quality copy of the 1793 £100 share
e h.ﬁ-rﬂai‘hﬂ;mwﬁﬂiﬂmﬁﬁmh from the first issue of shares in the
(o Qanal Nﬁp..mé navigation — purchased by the H&G CT
Ol Wit Rl s in April this year (see page 39 of adition
96) — or it makes yet another unusual
s il Wi P e o » Christmas gilt.
WL T AT
. et Ha 'cr‘\i:.-/v
{::'r')!'ﬁ',.._..'..e.'. Bt M E?"‘"I'"I WH H WISE,
ey e or by D‘D‘TETB fing P&F frorm

Hadther Worth see insice back cover
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THE er—‘ HOUSE

Treat your fnends c:r::lf::m v 1o a lunch, dinner
of aftemaoon tea ot ™ WHarr House

Vouchers flom £5, presented in an Over Basin card
by Garth Alien,
For detfails confact ™ WHarF House

™ Winaor Howuse
e Yo Gl srier

Trh Pt Giaics rem

o '_ on 01452 33 2 900.
L Free pstoge and pocking for ordars over £25,
w—
' ﬂ—“r,:m Remember! g‘#‘ﬁl
i All profits frem ™= Wrarr House ‘3
\ will be used for the promotion i D,)"\T-l
and restoration of Hereford & .
Glouceslar Canal. M
Ll £
Gt membersbap of the - —
_ il i HEREFUfDSHIRE
36 HEREFOEDSHIRE | GLOUCESTERSHIRE
GLOUCESTERSHIRE '

CANAL TRUST &

Gift Membership of the HEG Canal Trust is an
unusual gift for a friend or relative for Christmas that
lasis all year!

Just provide their full name and address, your own
details — including your telephone imember fn case there are
any gueries — and the relevant subscription (see inside
back cover for rates).

We will send a H&G CT card at Christmas advising
them of your gift and their details will be passed on
to the Membership Secretary who will enrol them for
12 months Membership of the Canal Trust.

T Wharfinger %
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k at Yarkhill ., curis migh

he last edition of The Wharfinger

had a number of ‘stop press’ reports
on matters relating to Yarkhill. I now
catch up with the Yarkhill Team's thanks
to the Courtyard Management Team for
their enthusiasm and hard work during
their day at Yarkhill; also to all the help
we received at Yarkhill in preparing for,
and organising, our successful third
Open Day — many thanks o all invelved.

Sitemaintenance continued throughout
July and August with much strimming,
mowing, log retrieval and rubbish
removal. A broken branch was winched
from its precarious position above the
towvpath ditch bank and logged up whilst
two ash tree spurs with considerable
spread across the towpath, that were
considered to be a safety hazard, were
felled and clearcd away. Further work was
carried out to provide the team with a safe
access and working area for coppicing on
the “wildside’ in the autumn. Qur thanks

to Rod of Stevens & Son Plant Sales,
Whitestone, Hereford who has been on
site and helped with this latter work,

In ecarly September, following a couple
of days persistent rain, the canal was
in water - briefly! This gave some of us
the chance to have fun and use a small
dinghy to ferry us to and from our work
site. Mud lines on the tractor wheels, the
ditch banks and in the site hut, suggest
a significant flow of water occurred. This
being confirmed by the demaolition of our
sandbag dam! Following the drop in the
water level, and the double handling of
some 150 wet sandbags, the dam has
been rebuilt. On a more positive note
Paul investigated a report of runmning
water, found a leak, and carried out an
instant temporary fix with a couple of
sandbags {more permanent work to folfow)!
Realising the extreme likelihood of further
wel weather o come, more hardcore
has been added to the site hut access.

Photas: Chns High

™ Wharfinger
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Top: Rod sterts work,
on the "wildsida'.

Above: Volunieers
from The Courtyard,
in Haraford, spand
a busy day cutting
back the scrub.

Above: A very welcome addition to our site is the
portaico extension!

Below: A tidy towpath with the hedgerow starting
to fill ot

™ Wharfinger

A further beneficial addition to the
Yarkhill infrastructure has been the
installation of a ‘portateilet’ in a purpose
built cubicle.

Now that the crops are ofl the fields
it was time to burn the rubbish we had
accumulated. Someone must have read
my thoughts for, all of a sudden, our
site numbers doubled as team members
returned  to  site  following holidays,
other commitments, convalescence and
marriage! S welcome back 10 Colin, John,
Ralph. and Steve — it's good 10 fave wour help
once again; in fact the help was so good the
maess of accamnulated riebbish i o more!

Talking of help - we can always
do with more. If you would like to try
us for a fun day out, {or twe, three or for
life!} then give me a call, Chris High
01568 615 575. ¢ CH

The Inland
Waterways
Association

Gloucestershire &
Herefordshire IWA Branch

Thursday 4* December 2008
at Stables Cafe, Saul, at 7.30pm

Cotswold Canals Trust

Thursday 5" February 2009
at Gloucester Yacht Club, 7.30pm

Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

EEssms s e -

Friday 27" February 2009
= WHARF Hous, at 7.30pm

Annual IWA Branch Dinner

For further details of any of the above:
Martin Turner 01291 650605
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- - WES 5 ' -
Oxenhall volunteer, David Mordaunt, takes a

mament o enjoy the sunshing whilst his bonfire
genthy bums.

t the beginning of the year a list

f jobs was made which would
supposedly keep us all occupied for the
next couple of years, This is a necessary
part of the planning together with Risk
Asgsessments, budgets and making
sure we have sufficient tools and
equipment in good order to undertake
all the various tasks. Over the last 6
months however, Keith, Martin and

Fhafn; John Chappsll

at Oxenhall vy Brian Fox

Peter who were responsible for the
completion of the new spill weir have
gone- 2 to get ‘proper jobs” and Martin
has a long term sick note but hopes to
be back next Spring! Dave G. has also
disappeared, we hope temporarily, and
Michael just disappeared. Summer
holidays have taken their toll and we
are now down to about 6 regulars
{which was not in the plan). Thanks
to all those who have helped us and a speedy
recovery fo those who gualifu

Preparation of the 3 milestones was
not in our original programme either,
but was an additional task willingly
taken on. Now that they are completed
and positioned in their respective resting
places we are getting back to completion
of the Ell Brook aqueduct, The 4 corner
buttresses are now being prepared
using some of the large stone still in the
compound and Bernard is manufacturing
our own capping stones to finish off
the job. Unfortunately there were not
enough blue stones (enginegering brick
‘specials) to complete the coping on both
sides and we are looking for anather 40
so that we can finish that job. The ones
which we have used so far came from
the old station platforms at Newent and
there are similar coping stones on the
parapet of Skew bridge at Monkhide but

Fhode: Bran Fox

Blue enginesring coping stonas on the aquaduct - wa need mare like thass o complate the ather side.
26
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I think there would be objections il we
removed them to finish our job! We do
have a deadline on this jd!! s we frave already

placeda siem in the wall inscribed HGCT withh BEACON PARK BOATS offers a superh flest
the date 2008. Do you know a source of blue af 10 beautiful narrow boats and two electric
aarf f ke mlagee cee below riaht o day boats (o cruise the stunning
..}{gmmn_r_@l ,I‘.l’,h ks; r; lease see below right 1o R e
hefp us achieve this! Thank vou, Relax and wawind aa pou discover i beaity,
: ; , wildlife, fishing, and lovely walks,
Peter has been doing sterling work gt the MmaoMTicand Ehuenty BbeOns:
trying to keep the vegetation down along Cholce of start sdf“'-mgg;hp?.:'. breaks or
# L & - Iranguil weeks Sleeping Z-6. welcome
the towpath. The mower has been on the Pl noe el Wl s o B B st
go at least every other week and a new information or to request a brochure.

strimmer has been purchased to keep

the heavier stuff at bay. The hedges have
also been growing like mad and Dave has www.beaconparkboats.com
already had a couple of good bonfires to —

burn all the stuff accumulated over
the summer and there is nearly
cnough 1o justify another very HE
soon. Bernard is looking forward to

using his newly acquired skills on
the chainsaw - but he is too busy

with the coping stones at the moment
= some jobs just have to wait.

Geofl opted to go on a beginners
course to learn driving a tractor and
had a wonderful weekend at Holme

Lacy driving different sorts of tractor WANTED

and developing his skills. 1t was a bit of

a come down when he got a go on our BLUE ENGINEERING BRICKS

little Massey Ferguson which is now . :
over 30 years old and looking a bit like it. dimensions - 350mm x 150mm x
; 150mm with two curved corners

Fortunately it still serves us well and Mr :
Prout at Dymock gave it a good service as in the photograph above.

at a very reasonable cost recently so it Do you know a source, please?

should go for a bit longer vet. A couple

of coats of paint on the rractor is vet If you are abile to help us find the blue

another job an our list. So if you feel like bricks to finish the coping this year it
would be appreciated - please getin

lending a hand with this or any other A
task why not join us down at Oxenhall louch (see Conlacts, inside back cover)!

on a Tuesday? You will be imade very Thank you.

welcome. & BF
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The {by Bobbie Blackwell) was used
baoth in & flier delivered to 2,000 households
and as the front cover of a programme.

Narrowboat holidays on the
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal.
Gentle cruising through the spectacular
Brecon Beacons Natiomal Park.
Modem fleet of 246 berth namowhoats,
competively priced. Pets welcome,
short bresks available.

lel: 01874 730 850

Web: www.countrycraftnarrowboats.co.uk

T Wharfinger

he idea of a barbeque on Aylestone
Park, Hereford, to go with a bonfire
of the pile of logs left from the pollarded
poplars was floated nearly a vear ago at
an Aylestone Park Association meeting. A
discrete little growp of local residents. enjoying
d soiree. Then the idea of a folk band to
entertain was mooted. Why not invalve
young people? This was expanded to
celebrate completing Phase 2 of work
on the Park and coinciding with the
H&G Canal Trust's 25" anniversary.
Some months on an outline budget was
developed and a (successful!) bid made
for a Herefordshire Council Community
Projects Grant,

From small beginnings the project grew
to include 5 marquees, 12 musical groups
and entertainers, some 15 tons of wood
moved to the bonfire site - and commercial
caterers. Not forgetting all the volunteer
time in preparation {over 30 individials
gave thefr time fo putting on the event), gifts
of materials and services and local firms
willing to place adverts towards the costs of
the publicity material. We've had banners
and fliers, and posters and listings, and
entries and bunting!

The objective was o put Aylestone
Park “on the map” for local community
use; over 40 acres of public park between
Aylestone Hill and College Road. The
network of over 2km of footpaths and
cycleways having been constructed by
canal volunteers. 4 MD

All the planning came together in mid-
October when, at dusk. the huge bonfire
was lit by the head boy and head girl from
Aylestone High School. Entertainment
included puppets, Indian dancers, folk
groups, heavy rock, reggae . . . something
for almost evervore, The headline act was
‘Brandon Steep’, Herefordshire's own indie
rock band, who plaved Glastonbury last
year and performed numbers from their
new CD. The evenit was declared a great success!
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" THE OAKINN

STAPLOW * HR8 INP * TELEPHONE: 01531 640954
OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY IN OUR
COSY BAR AREAS OR RESTAURANT Booking Recommended

Cood selection of real ales * Real log fires * Flagstone floors * Old beams & hops
A very warm welcome awaits you at our newly refurbished inn
Large car park & pretty beer garden at the rear * Dogs welcome
Parties catered for * Good Beer Guide 2009

CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN

YE \fA LLE

ER EWIH"‘r

" 3
HEREFORDSHIRE'S LEADING BW‘ERf
}-‘1{ Brewing beer in the traditional way

“ﬂ 1
The.pint to refresh Canal \’uluniem!

s,

Wye Valley Br &

Hereford
wwwwyenBerhrewery.ouk
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It is 50 easy o take nature for granted — how
much move intevesting life can be if we are aware
of our surroundings = and this s most certainly
triee ai our Cerhall site. What never ceases (o
aiaze we s the sheer diversity of the plants thar
our reqular colunmist Jolm Chappell describes
for us (aid the wealth of natvral remedies thal
appear to thrive there) . ..

Snuwtlmps, seen here at the Oxenhall

site, are very welcome as winter
releases its grip and they are well known
as the harbingers of spring and a symbol

of hope. A medieval name 'Fafr maids of

February' is often heard, which compares
the snowdrop’s petals to the long, white
dresses worn by village maidens when
they went to church to celebrate the
Feast of the Purification of the Virgin on
February 2™. On this day they would
light candles and worship the Virgin
Mary; hence Candlemas Day.

The botanic name of our woodland
snowdrops is Galanthus nivalis, from the
Greek gala = milk and anthos = flower;
the specific name means winter. You
might well imagine the plant is a British
native and a once commonly held belief
was that the Romans brought them to
our shores. Today, however, perceived
wisdom has it that snowdrops were
introduced as ornamental garden plants
at a much later date, their history being
traced back in print to sixteenth century
herbals and floralegias. Shakespeare, who
died in 1616, was fond of wild flowers
but never once mentions the snowdrap
in his writings. However it is agreed that
the bulb's beginnings in this country can
be traced to human habitation, usually
historic sites and from such places have
spread and naturalized, a testament to the
suitability of our climate.

The snowdrop is a bulbous plant
increasing readily by division, botanists
allege that it is sterile i.e. does not set seed
and you will rarely find a seedling plant
amongst a colony in a wood. The bulbs

The Wharfinger

Photer: John Chisppedl

Snowdrop Galanthus nivalis

prefer a damp, even wet, situation and
the banks of the Ell Brook suit it perfectly;
it relishes short term flooding with the
blooms emerging as the winter flood-
waters recede. Clumps of snowdrops on
river banks sometimes get washed out,
broken up and carried down stream to
form new colonics and this gives us a
clue to good management of the plant.
A large, established group of bulbs can
often be shy to flower and, if dug and split
into smaller clumps, will flower better the
following year. Spring is the best time to
split snowdrops and also the best time
to buy bulbs ‘in the green’ i.e. with the
leaves attached. Dried bulbs, planted in
autumn, rarely succeed and indeed may be
already dead when purchased! Legislation
now controls wild-collected bulbs and
gardeners should be vigilant and only buy
‘in the green’ from reputable nurseries. It s
an offence. punishable by law to take bulbs from
the wild withowt the landowners permission,
The snowdrop plant is mildly poisonous
in all its parts, grazing animals will
shun it, but recent research shows that
an extract from the bulbs and Howers,
called Galantamine, can be used for the
treatment of mild Alzheimer's disease and
other memory impalrments. What a wide
range of treatments we have available to
us at Oxenhall! ¢ JC
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|  DAVID COTTERELL

1

J

t is with sadness that we repor

the death. in mid-September,
of Member and supporier David
Cottrell. David had been deeply
involved with the restoration of the
Lower Avon Navigation from the
outset in the 1950s. On completion
of the Lower Avon, he went on to
support the Upper Avon through Lo its
restoration and re-opening in 1974,
and remained a tireless supporer of
other waterway projecis in the area,
including the H&G Canal Trust, As
a Solicitor. his well reasoned letters
of support in respect of the Hereford
Bvpass Inguiry and the Forest of
Dean Local Plan were typical of his
willingness to assist; he rarely missed
our AGM and always ook a keen
interest in our achievements.

In 1968, he purchased a boatyard in
Tewkesbury, and lounded the marina
there, still run by his family, partly
to ensure the continued viability
and demand for use on the Avon
Navigations.

David was a former Chairman and
President of the Gloucestershire &
Herefordshire Branch of the TWA. He
served a term as Lord Lieutenant of
the former county of Herefordshire
& Worcestershire and, latterly in the
marine trade, a three-year term as
Chairman of the then British Marine
Industries Federation.

Janet Moult represented the H&G CT
at a memorial service at Tewkesbury
Abbey early in November.

4 IWA/CRF

Saul Junction Marina
Now Open

e Wharfinger

J LAND & WATER

Wide Variety of
Cruising - Minutes
from M5 [].13]

Unigque and
attractive lecation
beside Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal

Good Facilities -
Compaetitive Rates

To reserve o mooring
or make enquiries:

Tel- Land & Water Estates
01452 740 043
Email-
saul-marina@btconmect.com
Wab-
wiww, land-water.co.uk
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@ Al the emd of August four
mini-buses took 44 passengers
on the 253% Anniversary Guided Tour of the
He!G Canal. Particular thanks to passcngers
Shetla and John Campbell for their report
on the very successful day (which has been
supplemented by reports from Angela and
Rupert Cook, and the Reverend Robin
Noble and hiis wife, Janet),

We have been Members of the H&G
Canal Trust for less than a handful of years
and view in happy admiration the carly
members who started the whole thing
twenty five years ago - whose dedication
and enthusiasm, together with that of
other long-serving committee members,
has ensured that amazing things have
happened ever since! Some are the ones
who cheerfully spent the last Sunday in
August driving mini-buses full of *armchair
members’ like us around the country, giving
an excellent commeniary as they went. Why
do they do 12

The day dawned to a lowering,
grey and moist looking sky, which
fulfilled its promise of intermittent
rain ahead. At times the rain was
torrential; thankfully mainly whilst
we were safely within the small
convoy of white mini-buses, their
windows condensing the breath
of the occupants, who spent the
day following a wraith through
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire. Mayhbe
‘will o' the wisp” would be a better word,
for certainly looking for what remains of
the Hereford and Gloucester Canal is a
game of ‘now you see if. now you dmr't’. Having
assembled in Hereford Bus Station car
park we headed up College Hill and past
the Avlestone Tunnel and on to Aylestone
Park to see the partly restored stretch of
channel with, encouragingly warter in
it, As we pressed on, our expert drivers-
cum-guides knew exactly which deep and
narrow lanes would allow a glimpse of
water reflecting the sky through a canopy of

The Wharfinger

Skew Bridge, Monkhide

trees, or a view of the cottage at Withington
with the word "WHARFINGER' written in
ghostly letters high on its end wall. Now
we Jave actually seen where our magazine The
Wharfinger got ifs name! Unfortunately the
conditions rendered a visit to the Yarkhill
site impractical so our journey continued a
little further before the next stop,

Mot all the things we were shown were
wraith-like, by any means. Ballard's Skew
Bridge at Monkhide is an incredible and
very solid reminder of the heyday of the
Canal. The rain held off as we followed each
other along the towpath Lo stand beneath
its arch and gaze up at the astonishing
spiral pattern of the bricks. Built by Stephen
Ballard in 1843 (o carry a minor no-through
road, it is reputably the most askew bridge
on the entire inland waterway system, and
is not only an amazing piece of engineering:
the varying colours of the bricks have turned
it into a work of art! Also very impressive
was the work of the volunteers who had
restored the
once  indistinct
channel 1o water
in the earlier
days of the
restoration work
- on the Canal,
Leavinig
Monkhide, our
attention  was
drawntohitherto
unheeded features of the landscape which
we now know indicate the route of the
Canal; an unusual ridge on the skyline of a
field was a canal embankment, now covered
with wheat; lumpy hillecks in a field were
created from the spoil dug out of the tunnel
at Ashperton; followed by the impressive
cutting and high road bridge - with yet
more glimpses of water below! Moving
closer to Ledbury, a lane with a hump-back
bridge over nothing at all gave a clue to
where the canal had once been. We then
headed for Dvmock Village Hall, where vet
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more dedicated people had been beavering
away all morning preparing a delicious
multi-choice lunch for some fifty people
and would be doing the
washing up alterwards.,
Thank yo!

After lunch, as both
time and site conditions
precluded a walk to the
Oxenhall Tunnel portal,
the focus was on House
Lock at Owxenhall. It
had been restored by
volunteers who had
overcome the inevitable
Qxenhall problems  jor  shondd
we say challenges?) assoclated with such a
process, and learned the art of bricklaying,
lime mortar and handling stone as a bonus!
Photos of 12 years ago showed just how
much work the trust has done here and it
all looks very well restored. The volunteers
spent one day a week for five years before
they achicved what they set out to do,
This is Perseverance with a capital P! With
that ‘little’ job behind them they are now
tackling the nearby Ell Brook aqueduct,
another restoration triumph that is nearing
completion.

The question arises in my mind again;
wity do they do it? The project of restoring the
Canal is vast, and will take a verv long time,
motre time than most of the people working
on it have left to them. I have asked some
of the volunteers why they do it, and have
found no-one who was able articulate the
reason, Perhaps it's too deep for that, and Is
a mixture of many things. My own feeling
is that connecting with the past and paying

tribute to the achievement

of people now gone is an
i important factor. Being part
of a successful enterprise
bigger than oneself is a
good feeling. and the bonds
of friendship generated
in such a situation are
invaluable. There is another
reason which is possibly
an underlying influence.
Peopleareattracted towater,

“Hove

The wharﬁnw
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as was demonstrated at ™ WHarr House at
Over, which was our final destination. An
Open Day was in progress when we arrived,
and despite the inclement weather, crowds
of contented people were strolling by the
waterside. The effect of water on ws frusan
beings should not be underestimared.

Some other comments on the day:-

It was an intense, informative and
enjoyable day The remaining obstacles to
full restoration are daunting, but if this dav
taught us anything it was that the members
ol the H&G Canal Trust are not the sort to
be daunted. Many fine and impressive feats
have already been accomplished and these
people know that there are no problems, only
opportunitics. The whole fine endeavour
grinds on slowly, and although some of us
fand somre of them!) might not last to see
the completed restoration, there is a great
comumitment to strive on in faith because
it is worthwhile, and a worthy bequest to
succeeding generations. The Trust members
are people of enerqy and vision and it is a privifege
to be assoctated with thenr,

Everyone on the Minl Bus Tour, and the
H&G CofM, wish to thank Mike and
Joyce Potts for all their hard work on
the day {and before!) in organising the
Tour; in fiern Mike and Joves wish to thank:-
DRIVERS:- Tony Austin-Bailey,

Brian Fox, Nigel Jefferies, Mike Potts
CATERING:= Liz Connors, Jill Southall,
Ann Wood, Heather Worth

WASHING UP:— Rodney Wood

GEMERAL HELP:— Janet Moult,

Joyce Potts

USE OF DRIVE FOR MINI BUS
PARKING:- Chris Clarke

ard finally, THE PASSENGERS:- For
turning up because without them we
wouldn't have had a trip!

Mike ard Jovee are already thimking aboit a
Suure trip (o0 incliede somre stops that were
mof possible s fme). Owur repeated tHhanks
to them and everybody else who helped
to make he day a success - despite the
weather!
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25 things to do in 2008

In ihe last ifwree editions of The Wharfinger we asked vou to enter inte the
spirit of our 25™ Anniversary Year and see just how many baxes you could tick
— here are ihe lasi 6 — and jusi o resmind you we are repeaiing the first 19 . .

B8 Recruit o new Individual or Family L3 Recrult o new Corporate Member to
Memiber 1o the H&G CT. ] the H&G CT. L]
3 Sell (or buyh Grand Holidoy Draw L[] Give some trode to one (or more!) of
tickats. ] our advertisers, and fell ihem that you
did 5o to suppori the supporters of the
EJ Take a friend 1o ™ Wrarr House for H&G CT. ]
the first fime for morning coffee &
cokesyaftemoon ea and ight bies. ] LI Hove lunch ot ™ Wisare HousE -
SR A — — and why not fake @ friend foo?
[ Help run a H&G CT Open Day or other
event. !:] L] Help to ‘man’ our prometional display
el e o —— ot an event thaf is local bo you. |:|
EJ subscribe to the H&G CT Restoration O T it S i oy R et
Fund.
g S . distribute them fo friends and
[ attend o 26" Anniversary Event. [ colleagues. Everyons can help
e fo recruif new Members!
KJ attend a H&G CT mnim Eﬂw?lng (ond _Ei] - :
bring o friend who has not been ive  relalive o friend on
baforel). unusual gift for Christmas S
Ij_lalriu urﬁ_un i.n;ﬂviduu! Marﬁhar of the : T!hm“mlubﬂ.us :,:FF oo =
Canal Trust please consider ‘upgroding Canal Trust ey
to Joint/Famiky Membershig, D
EJ seil (or buyt) another book of Grand ﬁ P l‘:gg a'; Lmh:‘l’eﬁer
Hnlldu_'gf EHI:IW "““e.” R _.[:;] r 1ha:|ﬁ;vnyr naTHsanl:l ihem one of
"EAWHARE HOUSE Gift
L['] Recommend an inferesting speaker for a ASERORE ~ 5aa Tl
Social Evening. L] - Gift idens from ™ WHaRF
¥ Re-cycle The Wharfinger — give it - House'onpoge 22. [ ]

to o prospective Member and then
pleose encourage them lo join the

i P A A [ P11 Pisase remember The Herefordshire &
[E Aftend the AGM on the 15t July. |:| Gloucestershire Canal Trust (Registered
— Charity No, 1010721) In your will;
EE] if you poy Income Tax, piease ensure there is no need 1o advise the H&G CT
Lrbmlmg:e agreed o "Gift Al your of this now If you do not wish; however
el SR el Jaonet Moult or Liz Connors would be
L] Display o H&G ‘cor sticker’ on your more than happy to discuss the matter,
o ] in confidence, should you wish. ]

4 =
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E Every Member and
supporter should
have a copy of
David Bick's book
‘The Hereford and
Gloucaster Canal;
and it makes another
ideal Christmas glft —
05 does Nigel Bailey's
book "Over and Over
Agaln’ — furfher ceiails of
boih ore on page 22,

Do you remember
Ihe article obout
the H&G CT's
purchase of a first
edifion share
cerfificate? Well
You can now own
your own high quality
copy — or it makes yel another
unusual Christmas gift - further

oefolls are on page 22

¥T] show The Wharfinger fo o business
that you know and persuade
W ihem i0 advertise — curmently
full colour rafes start at just
€17 per issus - Cofin Dymoit
(01281 540 488) will be plagsed
1o hear from then. EI

FL] Piense have another look at our list -
if there |s anyithing thot you could
do fand hove not dane 5o alreaal)
we really would appreciate your
support — help us fo build on the
successes of the last 25 years!

Thank you.

Thank you for helping
to make each year a
success for the
H&GE Canal Trust -

we cannot do it
without you!

The Wharfinger

GEOprojects

Nawnd wianing saps & atfoirs

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITRIN SERIES
prsal

Blrmingras

cruising maps .. ..
& Bacinggipke Canal and e River Wey Navigabions £4.50

* Bimingham Canal Mavigations £4.85
* The Broads £4.85
* Caledonian Canal ang e Graar Gien £4.05
® (nigshire Aing £4.05
® Cheslerfieid Canal am e River Trent E4.50
Wit Stk fo North E'.ng
® Coweriry end Ashby Canals E4.85
iy five Bermnglam and Fazelsy Canal
* Form & Chwde and Linion Ganals B4 as
* [Grand Unign Canal
Map T Bimmngham i Femy Stradon B A
Map 2 Bravsion ip Kings Langley B4 58
Map 3 Fermy Sieafioed fo i Thames 485
Map 4 Leicesier [inn. Soar Nawgaton £4.06
andT Erawash Cany
* Hucderstield Braad and Marrow Canals £4.00
® lnland Waterways of Brkain 68 roufe planmer) £5.75
* Kennet and Avon Cangd £4.85
* Lamcaster Canal mith me Aibdve Link £4.05
® Lee and Stort Navigalions wim e £ Longor Ang 24,00
® | secs and Liverpoo! Canal £4.05
* Lianpalisn and Montgomery Canals £4,85
* Monmouthehing and Bracon Canal E4.00

* (ndorg Canal

® River Neng & Aewe-Ouse Lk Prtariovough t March

® Shropshine Union Canal

* Spulh Pereline Ring

* Staffordshine and Worcestershing Ganal i fie
River Severn and Siacester & Shapeess Canal

£4,95
E£05
£4.85
]
EL95

* Siratlord-upaon-Avor: Canal and the River fwan  £485
* Thames, s rver sod the paif i
* Thames and London Rings Alles 1175
* Trent and Mersey Canal
Map T Preston Srook f Fradey Juwnchion £455
Map 7 Geeat Haywood Ametiod fo Norlh Chifag £455
* Warcester and Birmingharn CGanal £4.00
il e Deoibact Canw's + poEfa

Availuble fram :hnnps- and waterside outlers ar direct fram:
G EOprojects (UK Led

Reading » RGI 405,

Telephoms: 0118 239 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7356
E-mail: salesi geoprajecinet

Weebstie: www, praprojecs.oe

Call far dewaih af credin cand paymem
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Lifeboats

‘A lifejacket buys
you vital time —
but only if you re

wearing it. A

On average, RNL crew members rescue 22 pecple a day.
So thisy kniow what can make the difference to being
resoued alive, The Fact is, wearing a lifejacket will more
than double your chances of survival in the water.*
‘Wearing a lifejacket can buy you vital sunvival time,
but only if you wear it. Why not switch your way

of thinking? Our advice is to put a lifejacket on the
mcment you board your boal And should yeu want
o rernove it, think carefully about your dedsion.

For advice on choosing a lifejacket and how to
wear it correctly, call us on GB00 328 0600 (UK)
of 1800 789 580 (Rol) ar visit aur website
mill.org.uk/wearone

Bhave v o Frelrngs ol Poplisia i Topiie, cp oo Y

Useless unless worn

'
'
' . L thty e i S, e ko s o B o by
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Memories of
86 Newtown
Road,

Hereford

Member John Preece lives in
Oxfordshire: a recent article in
The Wharfinger siirred
childhood  memories  and
prompted a visit to Hereford 1o
mitdertake some exploration.
Johm recotints past times and
sugqgesis that e might be
able to clafir to have been the
first to create @ new puddle
bed on the He'G Canal — at

(=

the age of five . . .

alk of the 25™ Anniversary and plans
A for the Edgar Street Grid have set
me remembering years gone by, The
appearance of 'No Passports Needed' in
edition 95 of The Wharfinger, with its
photographs, spurred me into putting
fingers to kevboard (if yvou'll excuse the
update of an old saying).

The photo of the proposed diversion
of the canal line must have been taken
very near to the upper gate into what
was number 86 Newtown Road, until
its demolition in the 1960°s, The lower
gate/vehicle entrance was further down
the slope, across the field, just bevond the
elderberry trees, They were there when I
knew the house in the 50/60's! Recently
I re-visited the area and found, near o
where the picture was taken, a railway
sleeper set upright in the fence-line, This
would have been the gatepost for access
to a line of steps going down the bank -
part of the hinge is still there! T was also able
to see a white lilac bush in flower in the
fence-line of the railway, coming round
from the station. This enabled me to site
the house, as this bush was only a yard
or so opposite the front door, The line

T Wharfinger

John Presce alongside the Lilac bushes that still flourish
close to what would have been the front dogr of No 86,
“By now I was
feeling like part ¢f
Time Team”

of the steps down the bank
continued  straight  along
the back of the house, to
meet the railway line further
round. All this positioned
the house and garden just about where at
present there is some shrubbery against
the line and bridge slope. By mow I was
Jeeling like part of the “Tine Team”!

Why my interest ...

. you may be asking? Well, the last
tenants of what was then a railway house
were Lucy and Sam Curtis, my maternal
grandparents, ‘Big Grant” had been a
blacksmith for the GWR, and moved to
No. 86 between the two World Wars;
living there until just before demolition.
They had a family of Ethel, my mum, and
two boys, Ron and Tom.

I had happy times at the house, train
spotting; being taught how to garden by
‘Big Grant’; being taught how to pickle
shallots by 'Big Nan'; playing cricket and
rugby with my uncles and my elder brother
in the field which eventually became the
Farriery College. I was also shown how
to search there for mushrooms, Growing
so well (according to Grant) because of
the presence, at weckends, of the City
Council's carthorses! As [ got older |
enjoyed the occasional unofficial visit
to the Newtown Inn with Grant and
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joining him in the blacksmith shop at
the station. This was reached by crossing
the canal bridge up the road opposite the
Race Horse pub and cutting through the
coal yvard to avoid Uncle Tom's father-in-
law, Mr. Morris, who was station ticket
collector. On the way back we'd creep
into the Council Depot to examine the
steamrollers — providing there was no sign of
the foreman!

MNow to the Canal connection ...

Family legend had it that the house
was originally canal related. Both Uncles,
hearing of my membership of H&G
CT, tell me of the remains of a ‘1ol rate
notice’ painted on the wall of the house,
facing away from Newton Road
towards the level crossing. There
was an odd shaped ground floor S
room, slightly higher than the SESS
rest of the ground fAoor, which §
stuck out from that corner. This
was said to have been an office.

The most exciting thing that I
got up to at No. 86 was to escape
into the field down to the far
end, where the shops arc now.
According (o big sister, this part
always ‘lay damp’. Whenever I
got there it was always gloriously
wet and muddy! I would jump up and
down to create a hole (puddling, maybe?)
and watch it fill with water. I could also

Please support our advertisers whenever
you can — support our supporters!

| Steam Trains into Snowdonia

¥ “part of the

hinge is still IJ
therel” \

create streams through the grass. Then,
of course, back to the house equally
wet and muddy. There 1 would get told
off! ‘Big Nan' usually defended me by
commenting that T wouldn't be a normal
fitele boy it I hadn't gor wet asd punddy!” Since
joining the H&G CT [ have realised this
was, in all probability, the original line of
the canal.

The above raises a few questions:-

* [s there anyone who has memories of
Lucy, Sam, Ethel, Ron, Tom or No. 846
Newtown Road?

* Is the family legend correct = was there
a canal connection - did the “toll rate
natice’ reler 1o the HEG Canal?

* Do my activities in the mud of the field
count as being involved in the
restoration of the H&G Canal
since [ was 3 years old?!

[ hope these memories may
invoke something of the same
in others out there in H&G CT
land. If they do and you would
be happy to share them with us,
at ‘kooti@ stanthonys.wanadoo.
co.uk’ that would be much
appreciated by my brother,
sisters and myself.

Thanks to Nigel Jefferies and
Derek Foxtom for comments  before
publication. ¢ JP

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

12™ January, 2009

Country Walks from Stotions
Spectacular Waterfalls
Cafés, Gift Shop, Free Museum

Easy Parking at Tywyn Wharf

Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd
01654 710472 enquiries2talyllyn.co.uk

3. uk
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We're here

Customer Services: 0845 600 1616

(calls charged at local rate)

here

Technical Helpline: 0845 722 7853

(calls charged at local rate)

and here.

www.castlecement.co.uk

i CAST T

HEIDELBERGCEMENT Group
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunston Brokerage
—at the heart of England’s
waterways — your first port of call!

Established in 1958, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats - new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none,

Our marina offers the fullest
range of support services.
Uniquely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,

hull-blacking, repainis, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

AU N STO For full information - including our
# competitive brokerage package —

] L N contact Tim Coghlan at:

'_.....r.'m-ﬁ.-'iﬂ". i,

NS

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH

. g Telephone 01788 891373
3 : G“o Fax 01788 891436

Wehsite: www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

OK Eah Email: sales@hraugunm;];::cc:;k

\ J

40
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CONTACTS

The Canal Trust is always in need

ﬂF new volunteers as our activities continue o expand. We
can normally find a use for any skill from gardeners to first
aiders, brickies to those willing to help with a shovel or pen,

- Fn '
-:r ety A AfalFL

Janet Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningshy Street,
IIlR]:FDE‘.EI HR1 20F
Tel: (01432% 264 366
inmull-’r_: tiscali.co.uk

Liz Connors
18, 5t Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St. Nicholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel: {01432} BBO 155
lizie lizoonnors.orangehome co.uk

CLiff Penny
“Coppice”. Burley Gate,
Hereford, HR1 305
Tel: (014321 820 866
canali penny-ep.co.uk

David Penny
Tel: (01452) 332 900
thewharthouseis vaheo.co.uk

fudlidnl]

-f_ra-l';-\ -".‘..-'.'

R TS Fial
Brian Fox

1. Helmer Hall Cottages,

Roman Road, Hereford. HR4 9QU

Tel: (01432 358 628
briand o riscali.co.uk

Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432} B50 661
nigel.jefferiesi virgin.net
Martin Danks
Tel: (014332) 344 488
martindanksd tiscali.co.uk

Chris High
Tel: (01568) 615 575
chris.highta lineone.net

Paul Henshaw
Tel: (01684) 292 997
paulhenshawuk vahoo.co.uk

Maggie Jones
Tel: (014521 612 010
maggiejonesie bluevonder.co.uk

UK Subscription Rates

Annual Lite
Individual £7.50 £150
Joint/Family £10.00 £200
Senior Citizen £5.00 80
Joint Senior Citizen £7.00 £110
Corporate £20.00 £400

FLEASE NOTE: All subscripions and donations are ireated a3 beng made wnder the
GHE Ald schemi @niess vou State thal you & Ao wish us b do this. Paymend made by

Standing Order greaifly assists us and payment remars under your coninol

mwlmﬂ

Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452 413 BBB
wllrred,}ﬂnes._:r homecall.co.uk

Ted Beagles

Tel: (01452} 523 648
Peter Moore

Tel: (015311820 671
Lucien Perring

Tel: (O1989) ToR 441
Robin Smithett

Tel: ((1981) 540 334

robind smithett.co.nk
Peter Lawrence

Tel: (01684 564 075
Heather Worth

Mg Orner Sares,

12 Hewitt Ave., Kings Acre,

HEREFORD, HR4 QP

Tel: (01432Y 270 552 jovem

(OTE20) B53 017 ik
Heatheri worthh, Fl-n-:'[ Co, uh

Advertising in

The Wharfinger
Show the support of your
buslness by advertising in
The Wharfinger. Raics stari
at £17, there 15 a series discount
and we will gladly design vour
advertisement free of charge.
Coliir Dymoet s the details,
Tel. 01981 540488
colin.kddvirgin.net

All paymentls to: 6, Castle Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

\Unless specitically staled opanions espressad are those af the
awshar ard da not necessanly rellect the policy of fe Hemlordshine
and Glavcesiershire Canal Trust. AS a Registersd Charity, with
delinad cojecives, wa eannod andors the conlent ol any specilic
achverisement, praduct or services. The Tst acoemis no Aablity for
arvy matier, af advermising, aordsired in this magarine. Reproducion

of axiracts from the magazing |s welcomed provided Thel full scknowl-
sdgement i ghven

Mambarship records are compunenises. Your entry is avaiable for
inapsction i you sand & SAE [ 1he Membarghis Secraarny.

‘Whilgt we Iry to ensure dabes are carrect please verily them with
a relevant Organiser.

© 20089 Published by the Harelordshine
and Glasoesiershire Canal Trust.

The Wharf House Company Ltd [Mo. 4627931)] and
HE& G Canall (3aleg) Ltd, [Mo, 2710215] aré part of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust Lid. group
ol companies. The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust 5 & non-profit distributing company limited
by guarantea [Mo. 3704407] and i2 a registered charily
[Mo. 1010721). Registerad Office:- The Wharf House,
Horzashoe Drive, Over, Gloucesier, GL2 BDB,

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street, Hereford, HRS 9HN (01432) 272 025
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The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not completed until 1845, making this the last major
route built in Britain, but for the navigations of Birmingham and the Manchester
Ship Canal. The canal stretched for 34 miles from the River Severn at Gloucester, via
Newent, Dymock and Ledbury to the city of Hereford, utilising some 22 locks and
3 tunnels. The Canal was formally closed in 1881 to allow construction of the
Ledbury to Gloucester railway which in its tumn was closed by Dr Beeching in 1964.

Crew's Pitch
T

75 Wharf ; e
B
Aylestone pio B4214 ! KEY
Park and *'!'M Ashpertan | Blue text shows
unne Tunnel the current
Adipg AG103 restoration sites.
Edgar & A Areas suitable
Straat PAE".- Yarkhill v for walking
Brid %, Project Skew — for,

A Ladbiy | —————
o Menkhide
HEREFORD A "’w’*"

The Canal Trust

The Canal Society was formed in 1983
and in 1992 became the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust. a

registered charity. The Trust has an and Over Bagin —

ordinary and corporate membership o .
of some 1,300 from all over the Lianthmy Docks
country — and abroad! Our objective GLOUCESTER

is to fully restore the 34 mile Canal,
from its connection with the 2,500

mile inland waterway network at Pisase note: Unlsss indicated il should not
Gloucester to the centre of Hereford. be ﬁgumtj'ﬁ that Rights g;-'-h'-':r exist. We are

1 + " . LR WO o the Canal wi SO0 G
We have major restoration sites in o his i ke it W RGNS
each county, which together extend to - pisase help the Trust fo maintam its good
some 4 miles relgions with them.  Thank you




