free to members

WORKING TOGETHER IN THE PRESENT TO REVIVE THE PAST AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURE *




HEREFDIEDSH[RE Wenk Em;ﬂﬁowitoa&?m
GLOUCESTERSHIRE Iﬁbfﬂﬂf*‘tm" b {;M
CANAL TRUST

Vice Presidents:
R E Barnes TD.
Jomes Hervey

Bathurst CBE

Duff Harr-Dawis
Mark Harper MF
Sir John Lushington Bt
Ciang Organ
Bill Wiggin MP

Council of
Management;
Chairman: Janet Moult
Vice Chairman:
Martin Danks
Committee:
Tory Austin-Bailey
Liz Connors
Birar Fou
Bernard Ingram
Migel J=fferies
Cargling Jones
Maggie lones
W fones
CIiff Penny
David Penny

Finance:
Treasurer/Chairman;
Liz Connors
Commities:
Martin Danks
Erian Fox
hires High
Migel Jefferies
Jlanet Moult
Diawict Peniy

THE TRADING
COMPANY

Herefordshire
Aylestone Site
Leader; Martin Danks
Lengchsman:
fudith focobs
Yarkhill Sice
Leader: Chris High
Glowcestershire
Llanthony Siee
Leader:

Poul Henshaw
Ower Site
Weds, Leader;

Ted Beagles
Sat. Leader:

Barrie Haysman

Maggie Jores

oy Bognham

falcolan Cloxton

Pl Henshaw

Dianvied Periny

Jolin Rogers
Lengthsman;

Ted Beogles
Oxenhall Site
Leaders.

Brian Fox

John Forrest
Lengthsman:

Peter Moore

Chairman/manning: Janet 4

Who does what?

Health & safety
Tory Austin-Bailey
Liaison
Local Autharity/
Planning:
Penny Environmental
& Plonme
Wally Thrush
Land owners;
Erian Fox

Publicity
Press liaison:

Fobin Smithert
Website Development:
Team Leader:

Magzgie Jones
Web master:

MNick Bymott

Ted Beagles

Liz Connors

Colin Cymott
Caroline Jores
Photo Library/Press
Clippings:

Lucien Peming
Membership serwices

SECretary:

Migel lefferies

Gift Mid;

Liz Connarg

} THE CAMNY

cull, Treasurer/com Rep’ Co, Secrecary:
Mail order sales; Sales goods: Henther Worth, Bazaar: For Sheet
Commitbee: Barbara Moses, Ray Moses, Derel Weaver, Penny Shetiiffe

Social Events:
Janet Moult
Restoration Fund

Secretary:
Pearer Lawrence

Talks and walks
Co-ordinaror
Migel Jeffenes
Support to Council
of mana gement
Minuces and Admin:
fony Austin-Sailey
WA nominated
memb-er:
Caroling Jones
The Wharfinger
Editar:
Cliff Penny
Design/Production:
Maggie Jonas
Advertlsing:
Cotin Dymott
Postmasters:
Jaret Moult
L angd M Groy
Honorary posts

Archaealagist:
Ron Shoesrmith

Those in taics are Aol (rachars.

Liz Connioxs,

H® G (anal Sales
Mongarer Holmes, Mike Hodmes
0 WHARF DONATING ALL PROFITS TO THE CANAL TRUST

Waterside Restaurant, Tea Rooms, Visitior Centre, Supernicr BRE
Telaphona 01452 33 2 900 www.thewharfhouse.co.uk

Chalrman: Janer Moult, Company Secretary: Liz Cornors, Commercial Director:

Owver Gloucester GL2 808 David Penny. Book-heepar: Mariyn Baiderstone. Website: Natasho Tumey



Contents

GEOprojects

Azrurd sminming mape & arlaie

page
INLAND WATERWRYS OF BRITAIN SERIES 3 Chairman's Column
5 Editorial - Keep on Growing!
7 The Transport Trust Awards

B Aylestone Park —
- The Crucial Connection

10 Llanthony Lock in the late
nineteenth century

12 Llanthony Lock

14 Canal Trust Winter Bazaar
15 Restoration at Oxenhall
18 Work at Yarkhill

Worcest I:I'EI’-
Birmingham Canal

ik e iy £

cruising maps . ... y .
« Basingstuie Gl and e Flver Wey Navigations. £4.50 20 Social Evenings at The Royal Oak
* Rirmingham Canal Nawagations Ed .95 E 1
o Tho Brode b 21 Triple Open Day!
& Caledonian Canal and e Sresf Gian £4.85
o Cheshire Ring gt 23 Over Update
® Chesterfield Canal an e River Trent £4.50
wmﬁﬂm 27 Model Boat Club at Over
L [MBIHE .
P ;T“mw;*mﬁ;m,w i 28 The Trading Company —
* Forth & Chyde and Lirson a3 an Croas Cand! E6 95
* g non Carsl i Half "'I"!.Eﬂrllhl' Report
EE wﬁmﬁgﬂmﬁmm E:'EE 30 The Diaries of Stephen Ballard -
o Thamnes B
M 4 gﬁmmﬁmm £49% Part Two
= Indand watmmﬁm of Britain 65 oo plannay £5.75 34 A Matural Explanation?
® Karmed and Avon Canal E4.65
® Lancester Canal with the Atbée Link £4.95 37 Qur Corporate Members
= | i and 50rl Navigations sath e £ Loador E4.00 X
* Leecs and Lluaﬂlul-g:a Bud s 39 Not Quite the Last Page
® Llanoollen and Montgomery 5 B4.05 i
5 Rt iats o ene Goarts s : Handyman Required
* [iord Canal £ags Logs for Sale
& River Nans & Nene-Ouss Link, Pelahorough B Mack E4.85 -
ol i songoraend e * Ride-on mowers needed please
® Soutth Penming Ring £ 55
* Staliorishire and Worceslershire Canal with e €469

Aiver Savern and Gouceser & Sharmpnats Canal

& Stratiord-upon-Avon Canal and the Rivar Avan  B4.05
® Thesmes, e jiver and ihe Dath EAES
® Thamss end London Rings Atles EH1.75
# Trent and Marsay Canal
Map T Presion Srook fo Fadiey Amoion £4.65
Map 2 mrwmmmw £4.95
* \Worcesler and Birmingham Caral E4.ED
ittt e Drotiadcd Canais » postage

Axailable from shops and warerside outlets or direct From:
GEOpaajects (UK Led

8 Sputbeern Coun * Ssueh Seeeer

Beading = RGL 405,

Telephone (0118 950 3467 Fax 0118 50 7356
E-maik sales Fgenprajeces.nes

Wechsbte: wim geaprojects.nel

Call far denails of czedit card payment.

Front Cover; Llanthomy Lock in the Lote Ninetsenth
Century, Courfesy of Kaith: Hickmon of Thornbury

e Wharfinger Edition 101



Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high cutput when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

Tel: D1452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk

I

The Wharfinger Edition 101



Chairman’s Column from Janet Moult

This is the |3th eolumn | have written as your Chairman,
50| thought | would look back and see what changes have
occurred within the H&G Canal Trust. So many good
things have happened over the past couple of years.

The unexpected legacy and the opportunity to buy Llanthony
Lock (and the cottages and adjacent land) secured our access
to the netwark. ™ Wharr House survived floods and
roadworks and it is gaining a reputation for good food in a
lovely setting. The gardens around the Basin are bedding in
nicely and now Alder is moored it is a CANAL Basin again.
Yarkhill is starting to give a good impression of how our
mainly rural canal will look in the furure and the Ell Brook
aqueduct shows off the skills of our Oxenhall team; Aylestone
Park will soon have its own slipway. Apart from physical
restoration/rebuilding/improvements at all of our sites
volunteers expend an increasing number of hours each year
‘just’ maintaining each section — this vear breaking all records
in the need for grass cutting etc! And we must not forget the
vitally important ‘behind the scenes' liaison and negotiations
— one of the most crucial in these recent years secured the
routing of the massive National Grid (Transco) gas pipeline
safely over Oxenhall Tunnel,

The Trading Company (see page 28) had mixed fortunes
with the weather but has managed to donate nearly £10,000
to the H&G CT in the past few years.

The purchase of the historical papers from Bonhams and
the share certificate from Spinks has encouraged a great
interest in the history of the H&G Canal. We thought that
there were very few artefacts and documents remaining
but more and more are coming to light. Please keep your
eyes open at antique fairs and car boot sales - you never
know what you may find!
The CoM is working to full capacity and we must remember
that they are all volunteers. Unlike some other Canal Trusts
we do not have paid project managers and administrators,
Many of our forthcoming projects are big ones and we are
still seeking people to fund raise, write grant applications
and help us to progress these interesting engineering projects.
Please do get in touch with me if you can assist.
I hope that some of you will have been able to see our progress
at Yarkhill at the Open Day in August — and please come on
Sunday September 6th to our Triple Open Day and see the
progress that is being made to restore OUR Canal in
Gloucestershire (see page 21, & Janet Moult, Chairman
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As we were (yet again) cursing the
weather and its effect on our (canal)
holiday | realised that there was at
least one benefit to be derived from
the rain — there was a good depth of
water in the eanal. But there was the
downside that the persistent rain and
(almost) seasonal temperatures were
encouraging a virtual forest to grow
along the towpath.

On the H&G Canal we learnt a long time
ago that the weather conditions have a huge
influence on our voluntary efforts - already
this wear our stalwart volunteers have
expended a grear deal of time and effort in
keeping nature in check on our sites along
the Canal for which we are very grateful.

The two weeks of Waterway Recovery
Group Canal Camps working to construct a
new slipway in Hereford at Aylestone Park
no doubt would have benefitted from drier
weather — a report on their progress will be
in the next issue. Ower the border in
Gloucestershire a very successful launch of
‘Tapas on the Terrace' at ™ Wrarr House has
subsequently been restricted at imes thanks
to the rain but trade is growing again
following completion of the roadworks. The
(well watered) garmdens are looking wvery
good - even through the weeding has
required a lot more effort!

Just as nature has proved to us, time and
time again, that things will in general keep
on growing they need to be managed, and
even harnessed, to get the maximum benefits.
Hence our volunteers undertaking tasks in
the autumn such as hedge-laying in order to
develop denser, stronger and more
manageable hedgerows, Our detailed plans

™ Wharfinger
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Keep on Growing!

for a given site always seek 1o gain maximum
benefits from nature — ensuring that clean
surface water run-off from the majority of
the paved areas of the Stauntons Hill
development at Over were directed into the
Canal (and not ‘lost” to the River Severn)
being a very good example. More recently we
have obtained Planning Permission for photo-
voltaic cells on the roof of ™ Wharr House
and this project will proceed soon (subject to
appropriate grants being forthcoming) - we
st ensure that nature works for us and not
against us whenever we can!

Just as in nature the H&G CT needs to
keep on growing. Given the current economic
climate many voluntary and charitable
organisations are suffering  significant
downmurns — in our last financial year
however our membership numbers have
remained steady (and whilst we have lost
just one verv small business Corporate
Member we have gained two new ones —
who are welcomed on page 37). Thank you
to all of our Members and Corporate
Members for vour continued support.
However, we cannot be complacent, so
please do consider assisting us by recruiting
a new Member (or twol) - please see page 14
for details of how you can obtain copies of our
new and completely revised recruitment
leaflet.

The launch of the new website (www.h-g-
canal org.uk) has received good publicity
both locally and in the waterways national
press (and it continues to be developed and
improved - it keeps on growing!). A number
of publications included a colour image of
the cover of our 100th edition of The
Wharfinger to illustrate their report. Thank

you to all of them. & CRP
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Caroline Jones put a large
amount of work into the negotiations
with British Waterways that resulted
in our successful acquisition of our first
‘heritage workboat’ Alder and into the
ongoing restoration of the vessel. She
has also spent time researching and
applying for possible grants to help fund
the work. Little did she know that she,
and hushand Neil, would be travelling
to London to receive an award — and a
much appreciated cheque ... !

As vou may know the Transport Trust
awarded us a grant of £500 last year. The
award was made towards work required on
our workboat Alder and was at the time very
gratefully received as it paid for the new
portholes and paint required to tidy up the
boat. Circumstances have prevented the
works being completed in time for the award
ceremony bur undeterred Neil and I wenr to
Hendon for the ceremony on Wednesday
June 245,

The Transport Trust make a number of
awards annually, always for the preservation
of British Transport, this years winners were
quite varied encompassing transport on
land and water as well as in the air. The
big winner was a gentleman who had
masterminded the retrieval of a WWII
Hurricane aeroplane from India and its full
restoration to flight by a team of
engineers and researchers.
Other winners included
tramears, trolleybuses, seagoing
gailing ships, steam engines
and, of course, our little
workboar, At the ceremony
we felt quite humble ta have
been included in what seemed a
quite prestigious sathering of -
restoration  projects  from  all
over the UK.

The Wharfinger

Alder is craned into the water of Over ofter resforation of the hull.

Caroling Janes receives the Trenspart Trust Award
framn His Rayal Highness the Duke of Kent,

The ceremony was held at the RAF
Museum Hendon, the awards being made by
His Roval Highness the Duke of Kenr, patron
of the Transport Trust. Everyone was
expected to make a short speech and mine
included thanks to the Transport Trust for
the vote of confidence they had given us and
our work on both the bost and the canal,
and to the small but dedicated team of
volunteers who have helped out with the
work on the boat,

We still have work to do on Alder and now
have ‘Renton’ to also add to the list of jobs. If
anyone would like to join the small band of
volunteers undertaking this varied work please
do get in touch. Tel: home 01594 861286 or
work 01452 318224,

¢ O
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The Crucial Connection

As regular readers will know the H&G
CT have been working hard, as a
significant part of the partnership with
Herefordshire Council, to help deliver a
new park for Hereford. Qur Aylestone Site
Leader. Martin Danks, describes recent
work that (together with all the rest!) will
hopefully be appreciated by visitors to
Aylestone Park for years to come ...

The “Bermuda triangle” path by the car
park at Aylestone Park was left hanging 1m
above the car park and able-bodied walkers,
at least, had difficulty negotiating their way
even in clement weather. So we offered to
build just a bit of connecting path, about
10m long ...

So out came John Forrest with me one
evening with his level and his staff (the
graduated pole, not more volunteers!) and
the possibility of several different routes
were considered; namely A, B and C. Next
came the necessary go-zhead from
Herefordshire Council Parks and Countryside
Service, an estimate of the plant and material
needs and costs and alerting the volunteer
workforce. (Note: I always add 17/6d, or
equivalent, to any cost estimates to follow
the example of the canal builder's precise
estimates of Exxx,xxx 175 6d to complete a
canal!). Our suggested route B was agreed.

Hence to work on May Bank Holiday
weekend, marking out and preparing to drop
two kerb stones and careful “fun” with the
brick saw slicing up said kerb stones. Each
side of me our volunteers, Ashlyn Dunlop
and John Peeney, had a bucket of water
apiece, cooling the saw, lubricating the cut
and keeping down the dust. Then 1 ‘clocked
it with a sledge hammer - and it broke in
the wrong place ... The second one worked
beautifully. A very uselul person (henceforth
to be known as a VUP) suggested 1 speak

T Wharfinger

with “Mike" down my street in Hereford for
a couple of 6" kerbs ready made, zoing
begging, and a couple of ‘droppers’ too. Two
shallow kerb stones duly collected on
Saturday evening - thanks, Mike.

I' then discovered the quarry two miles
away. How | have previously missed this
opportunity for local stone is beyond me,
bur T W Jones obliged by gently pouring
Y4 ton stone scalpings into my trailer. Ashlyn
wondered whether she should sit in the car
on the weighbridze and be weighed as well
as the empty trailer! After the second trip,
and the trailer showing signs of its age, they
agreed to deliver 5 ton in a small tipper
truck. Thank you, Brian.

The following weekend saw our adult
‘toys’ arrive from Power Plant hire having
organised the rest of the materals during
the week. You know, bits of wood, nails,
terram cloth — everything needed for a
superlative path. So Friday evening saw
John Forrest and I make the first cuts with
the digger and Saturday was fixing the
wooden edges at just the right angle. Having
knocked the bubble out of the level, another
VUP arrived with his electronic spirit level
and experience of “Schedule M” of the
Disability Discrimination Act. This sets out
the gradients of paths, resting points and
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Phiins: Alesiair Gibbs

Above: Maortin Donks
concantrates ot he
develops his skills in
axcovator driving whilst
helping to construct the
missing link path.

Below: The survey sketch
plan.

dimensions for users of *hand powered’ wheelchairs. It seemed
sensible to follow his guidance. Thanks, Al!

Sunday dawned and a Waterway Recavery Group Camp Leader
was commandeered to help in the afternoon. He gave a sublime
performance on the excavator, dropping mere shovelfuls of
scalpings in just the right place, minimising the strenuous rake
work — and what a performance on the walk-behind roller!
Thanks, Martin T. He was allowed to escape back home to
Berkshire at 5pm when Jude came to “baby sit” me on the excavator
as we finished up for the day.

Volunteer day on Wednesday saw the majority of the top layer
of fine limestone collected, poured, placed and spread. Thanks,
Eddie for help and advice and to John F, on site vet again, despite
the drizzle and feeling under the weather (sic/sick). Brian Fox
then helped out while we still had the plant on hire and before the
weather was due to break.

Oh what a lovely path! Made possible by the help and assistance
of many volunteers cajoled and persuaded into action! The
buggy pushers, hobbling gentry, pedalled go-karters (as well as
the specified wheelchair users) will love vou and be forever

erateful! ¢ MD
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LLANTHONY LOCK in the Late Nineteenth Century )

s

By Hugh Conway-Jones

One of our long-standing
Members is  well known
maritime author and historical
researcher Hugh Conway-Jones.
Our purchase of Llanthony
Lock set Hugh delving into the
records and here he gives us an
insight into the traffic passing
through the Lock at the time
the photograph was taken.
At this time the H&G Canal
had been closed for some 17
years and the Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal provided an
alternative route for some of
the earlier traffic to and from
locations downstream of the
Lock on the River Severn ...

e Wharfinger
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The photograph shows Llanthony Lock as it was in
the late nineteenth century, with the weir channel to
the left and the lock keeper’s cottages to the right.
The view is from the pedestrian footbridge over the
GWR Docks Branch railway line thot crossed the river
by o swing bridge, part of which can be seen in the
bottormn right comer. The side girder of the bridge has
the original balloon-shaped top flange designed by

| K Brunel, so the phote must have baen token

before 1899 when this original span was replaced.

A good impression of the traffic through the lock at
the time can be obtained from a register for the years
1898-1924 now held in the British Waterways Archives
in Llanthony Warchouse. This shows that in 1898,
barges made a total of forty cargo-carrying trips
through the lock, the most regular being the barges
Finis and Rapid, both owned by Frederick Wood of
Westbury on Severn. Between them, they made 25
trips upstream, evidently carrying Forest coal to the
riverside brickworks above Gloucester and to Butlers
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Caroline Jones put a large
amount of work into the negotiations
with British Waterways that resulied
in our suceessful acquisition of our first
‘heritage workboat” Alder and into the
ongoing restoration of the vessel. She
has also spent time researching and
applying for possible grants to help fund
the work. Little did she know that she,
and husband Neil, would be travelling
to London to receive an award — and a
much appreciated cheque ... !

As you may know the Tramsport Trust
awarded us a grant of £500 last year. The
award was made towards work required on
our workboat Alder and was at the time very
gratefully received as it paid for the new
portholes and paint required to tidy up the
boat. Circumstances have prevented the
waorks being completed in time for the award
ceremony but undeterred Neil and I went to
Hendon for the ceremony on Wednesday
June 24%,

The Transport Trust make a number of
awards annually, always for the preservation
of British Transport, this years winners were
quite varied encompassing transport on
land and water as well as in the air. The
big winner was a gentleman who had
masterminded the retrieval of a WWII
Hurricane aeroplane from India and its full
restoration to flight by a team of
engineers and  researchers.
Other winners ineluded
tramears, trolleybuses, seagoing
sailing ships, steam engines
and, of course, our little
workboar, At the ceremony
we felt quite humble to have
been included in what seemed a
quite prestigious gathering of 4
restoration projects from  all
over the UK.

The Wharfinger

Alder is craned into the woter ot Over ofter resforofion of the hull.

Caraline Jones receives the Trensport Trust Award
from His Reyal Highness the Ouke of Kent,

The ceremony was held at the RAF
Museum Hendon, the awards being made by
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, patron
of the Transport Trust. Evervone was
expected to make a short speech and mine
included thanks to the Transport Trust for
the vote of confidence they had given us and
our work on both the bost and the canal,
and to the small but dedicated team of
volunteers who have helped out with the
work on the boat.

We still have work to do on Alder and now
have Renton’ to also add to the list of jobs. If
anyone would like to join the small band of
volunteers undertaking this varied work please
do get in touch. Tel: home 01594 861286 or
work 01452 318224,
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The Crucial Connection

As regular readers will know the H&G
CT have been working hard, as a
significant part of the parinership with
Herefordshire Couneil. to help deliver a
new park for Hereford. Our Aylestone Site
Leader, Martin Danks, describes recent
work that (together with all the rest!) will
hopefully be appreciated by visitors to
Aylestone Park for years to come ...

The “Bermuda triangle” path by the car
park at Aylestone Park was left hanging 1m
above the car park and able-bodied walkers,
at least, had difficulty negotiating their way
even in clement weather. So we offered to
build just a bit of connecting path, about
10m long ...

So out came John Forrest with me one
evening with his level and his staff (the
graduated pole, not more volunteers!) and
the possibility of several different routes
were considered; namely A, B and C. Next
came the neeessary go-shead from
Herefordshire Council Parks and Countryside
Service, an estimate of the plant and marerial
needs and costs and alerting the volunteer
workforce, (Note: I always add 17/6d, or
equivalent, o any cost estimares to follow
the example of the canal builder's precise
estimates of £xxx,xxx 175 6d to complete a
canal!). Our suggested route B was agreed.

Hence to work on May Bank Holiday
weekend, marking out and preparing to drop
two kerb stones and careful “fun” with the
brick saw slicing up said kerb stones. Each
side of me our volunteers, Ashlyn Dunlop
and John Feeney, had a bucket of water
apiece, cooling the saw, lubricating the cut
and keeping down the dust. Then I ‘clocked
it" with a sledge hammer - and it broke in
the wrong place ... The second one worked
beautifully. A very useful person (henceforth
to be known as a VUP) suggested 1 speak

e Wharfinger

with *Mike” down my street in Hereford for
a couple of 6" kerbs readv made, going
begging, and a couple of ‘droppers’ too. Two
shallow kerb stones duly collected on
Saturday evening — thanks, Mike.

I then discovered the guarry two miles
away. How | have previously missed this
opportunity for local stone is beyond me,
but T W Jones obliged by gently pouring
Y% ton stone scalpings into my trailer. Ashlyn
wondered whether she should sit in the car
on the weighbridge and be weighed as well
as the empty trailer! After the second trip,
and the trailer showing signs of its age, they
agreed to deliver 5 ton in a small tipper
truck. Thank you, Brian.

The following weekend saw our adult
‘toys’ arrive from Power Plant hire having
organised the rest of the materials during
the week. You know, bits of wood, nails,
terram cloth — everything needed for a
superlative path, So Friday evening saw
John Forrest and I make the first cuts with
the digger and Saturday was fixing the
wooden edges at just the right angle. Having
knocked the bubble out of the level, another
VUP arrived with his electronic spirit level
and experience of “Schedule M™ of the
Disability Discrimination Act. This sets out
the gradients of paths, resting points and
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Above: Martin Danks
concentrates as he

develops his skills in
excavator driving whilst
helping to construct the

missing link path.
Below: The survey sketch
plon.

Photas; Alostair Gilibs

dimensions for users of ‘hand powered’ wheelchairs. It seemed
sensible to follow his guidance. Thanks, All

Sunday dawned and a Waterway Recovery Group Camp Leader
was commandeered to help in the afternoon. He gave a sublime
performance on the excavator, dropping mere shovelfuls of
scalpings in just the right place, minimising the strenuous rake
work — and what a performance on the walk-behind roller!
Thanks, Martin T. He was allowed to escape back home to
Berkshire at Spm when Jude came to *baby sit™ me on the excavator
as we finished up for the day.

Volunteer day on Wednesday saw the majority of the top layer
of fine limestone collected, poured, placed and spread. Thanks,
Eddie for help and advice and to John F, on site vet again, despite
the drizzle and feeling under the weather (sic/sick). Brian Fox
then helped out while we still had the plant on hire and before the
weather was due to break.

©Oh what a lovely path! Made possible by the help and assistance
of many volunteers cajoled and persuaded into action! The
buggy pushers, hobbling gentry, pedalled go-karters (as well as
the specified wheelchair users) will love you and be forever

grateful! ¢ MD
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LLANTHONY LOCK in the Late Nineteenth Century )

By Hugh Conway-Jones

One of our Ilong-standing
Members is well known
maritime author and historical
researcher Hugh Conway-fones.
Our purchase of Llanthony
Lock set Hugh delving into the
records and here he gives us an
insight into the traffic passing
through the Lock at the time
the photograph was taken.
At this time the H&G Canal
had been closed for some 17
years and the Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal provided an
alternative route for some of
the earlier traffic to and from
locations downstream of the
Lock on the River Severn ...
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The photogroph shows Llantheny Lock as it was in
the lote nineteenth century, with the weir channel to
the left and the lock keepar’s cottages to the right.
The view is from the pedesirian footbridge over the
GWR Docks Branch railway line that crossed the river
by o swing bridge, part of which can be seen in the
bottom right corner. The side girder of the bridge has
the original balloon-shaped top flange designed by

| K Brunel, so the photo must have been token

before 1899 when this original span was replaced.

A good impression of the traffic through the lock at
the time can be obtained from a register for the years
1898-1924 now held in the British Waterways Archives
in Llanthony Warchouse. This shows that in 1898,
barges made a total of forty cargo-carrying trips
through the lock, the most regular being the barges
Finis and Rapid, both owned by Frederick Wood of
Westbury on Severn. Between them, they made 25
trips upstream, evidently carrying Forest coal to the
riverside brickworks above Gloucester and to Butlers
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tar works at the Upper Parting. They also  owned by coal merchant Henry Cooper of
made 4 trips carrying sand to the brickworks ~ Westbury Flat  (near the present Severn
and 5 carrving limestone to the limekilns  Bore pub on the A48), about eight miles
just above Llanthony Lock. William Halling'’s  below Gloucester. On such trips, a boat
barge Mystery made 4 trips downstream  would have been accompanied by
with stone, presumably to protect the river  bowhauliers on the bank or may have
bank, and a steam barge owned by William  drifted with the tide, probably dragging a
Butler passed upstream on her way from  heavy weight on a long rope when needed
Bristol to Worcester. to slow the boat relative to the current and

. : p so make the rudder effective.
A tricky swing bridge /. One entry in the lock keeper’s register for
’ ; . the boat Fanny on 24 September has an
One difficulty for barges using this stretch i i n
of river was that the Great Western Railway :idi';;{::'i I:__.!D: Eﬁ;{;l:ﬂﬁ: {Eﬂ :xl;clgins
Co stafl were sometimes reluctant to open ok hannened. Ot Rii v it T
their swing bridge just upstream of the lock. PPES: | y F::-s d hi
Frederick Wood made several complaints ::::;h:t? sk;PE:: d?nli?afﬁinﬂiﬁmr:;
about vessels having to wait until low tide d PPe B Ll o e
to ger underneath the bridge and sometimes S athm“é. - ni:ed an Y
for several days when there was a great deal EDIT?ETHE ks fun hi: }hgeai mmregu;ﬁ;;
of fresh water in the river, It was said that docks “abu?ﬁ Galf deiak® Wil e 6
the bridge-opening mechanism had become Fimb o d t;c T
defective, and it had needed two or three 5 0 o Oorel MOOE e e
i t,ﬂ Nike  omove. The CANE doing this he fell into the water and was
management denied there was any problem, Srouimiel ¢ HC-J
but the following yvear they did replace
the ancient wrought iron span

designed by Brunel with the riveted Matsamore
s:eeilgstruc‘mrc seen roday. (For more ‘ s Lk g
about the railway bridge, see the }“}B'E-‘-'C"L'a; . & ”
Journal of the Gloucestershire Society 'f;e ks qu
for Industrial Archaeology 2005.) & é‘%%
=
T - Iz Alney &

1898 - a fatal mishap i island

Aswell as the barge traffic in 1898, b, Over
a variety of locally owned narrow L 8 g
canal boats made almost eighty o 5l
cargo-carrying trips through the W ou S
lock., About half of these were e 24,
collecting hay from the riverside 5 '_'-:“zﬁ
meadows for sale in Gloucester, 24 i B,
carried Midlands coal downstream Approx 1 mile 2 L& | Bugucester
and 10 carried stone downstream. e N @GFF e =
The coal passing downstream was ™ & Gougester
evidently destined for riverside : — Ducks
communities below Gloucester, the Weir & Lock Glgucester Quays

most regular trader being the Fanny
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substitute so a trawl
around the vard revealed
some suitable lengths of
well seasoned oak and
work has commenced on
cutting and shaping.

The water level has been
lowered while we removed
the 2 worst planks and
whilst the level is down 2=
repairs are being made to
the canal bank where it is
collapsing; this is partly &
due to the swans that use ¥ &
it as a route in and out of #
the water! We don't want #
a car turning around at the
Cottage slipping into the
Canal. A stone retaining
wall was constructed in the past but this has
not proved successful and the decision was
made to use gabions to make a permanent
job of it. A gabion is a galvanized wire basket
filled with large stones which is covered with
turf when finished and soon blends into the
surroundings. The smallest size available
was chosen but it still takes a lot of stone to
fill and with over 20 vards of bank to repair
that is a lot of stone to find. There just
happens to be a large pile of debris taken
from the aqueduct when we started repairs a
few years ago so that will go and at least our
vard should be even tidier when we have
completed the joh!

Maintenance

Further repairs have also been made to the
bank of the Ell Brook where it is slipping
away. The old engineers did not always doa
good job or this problem would not have
occurred. The aqueduct was built in 1796
and wing walls were built on either side to
prevent erosion of the foundations, then in
1883 the railway took over the canal and
builc a bridge just upstream from rthe
aqueduct - again with wing walls.
Unfortunately the railway engineer did not

™ Wharfinger

doughter and the other valuntears.

quite join his wall to the agueduct wall,
leaving a gap of only about 8ft but enough
to allow the water to get to work. | suppose
it has taken over 100 vears to erode but a
simple construction of a concrete block wall
has now rectified the omission for the time
being (and used the last of the blocks which
came from Over).

Grass cutting and strimming are taking
place every week now as we trv to keep pace
with the growth, some of it untouched for a
few years and threatening to take over our
storage yard and encroach onto neighbouring
properties as well. A large (about 4ft long)
arass snake(?) was disturbed last week but
quickly disappeared again. Chris has
volunteered to come down from
Kidderminster with his scythe mower to help
with the big stuff; but [ haven't told him
about the snake|

For several years now there has been a
family of swans raising young after nesting
on the island behind Lock Cortage. This year
was no exception and the 2 proud parents
have been showing off their 7 cygnets every
week. One cygnet disappeared after about a
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month and we suspect it was taken by the
mink which was seen in the Ell Brook
recently but the remaining 6 were growing
nicely and all were guite happy. Another
swan family was in residence further up the
canal with another 7 youngsters. But drama
last week when the upper pair decided for
some reason that their patch was not good
enough and decided to take over the canal
by the Cottage. The new occupant of the
Lock Cortage informed me that the 2 male
swans fought for about 2 hours, although he
tried to separate them, until the ‘Cottage
swan' was dead and the remaining mother
and her 6 cygnets were driven off. No sign
of the mother and family this week and the
new swans are proudly showing off their
new territory. Nature can be cruel,

4 BF

Your

' HELP

p.ffcrst"-"

The Lock Coftoge swans show off their brood
befare the unforfunote attock.

The pressure for us to obtain a ride on mower is growing by the
week so if anyone out there just happens to have one they aren’t
using, please give Brian Fox a call (see page 39).

Saul Junction Marina - B

from M5 [J.13]

NGW Open _4y LAND & WATER Unique and

The Wharfinger

attractive location
beside Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal
Good Facilities -
Competitive Rates

To reservé a mooring
or make enquiries;

Tel- Land & VWater Estates
01452 740 043
Ermnail-
saul-mainai@btecnnest.com
‘Wab-
www.land-water.co.uk
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April saw a return visit from
WRG - BITM (Waterway
Recovery Group — ‘bil in the
middle’; the latter loosely
describing the areas of the
country to which their
volunteers  travel!) The
aroup split into two with
the first team removing
brush from trees previously
felled across the Canal.

April’s 'furning green’ 1o June’s farest,

The small and medium trunks were hauled
from the canal using the ‘Fergi™ and logging
up started, (*Paul’s old Ferguson Tractor.)
The team changed direction on Sunday and
spent the day removing the sandbag dam
and rebuilding it at the 630 vard mark. The
second team set about stump removal from
the towpath bank and achieved a good
number of ‘extractions’ during the weekend.
Cir thanks to them all for their hard work
and achievements,

The Yarkhill team followed on from BITM
eutting the larger trunks so that they could
be hauled from the canal. Logging up
continued and several loads were moved
to the site hut area, Levelling of the ‘wild
side’ has continued but not before a rescue
mission by Stella and Peter who spent a day
trans-planting cowslips before they became
buried. The area around the site hut has had
the vegetation cut back, the ditch cleared by
our ‘water babies' and the rough woodpile
logged up. A load of the logs has been
donated to Yarkhill Village Hall.

Strimming and mowing are now a constant
occupation but still the ‘turning green’ of
April has turned into a jungle, Seven tonne
= of brick hard core has been collected from
ey Hereford for future use — our thanks to Mr

Tl U T

bl o el N S e .
J':....-::'*. "’*1-'1; Eﬁ;__,- . L 7 e T and Mrs. Tyrer especially for the donation to
Pt ':W‘f“d'.i-‘ﬁ"ﬁr W Ts 0  offset transporting costs!
) o O
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Serenity

~|.t||1l e the areq amund the site huf has the
ation cut bock and the ditch cleared by the

comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

» Discounts available tor Inland Watenwvays

Association members

= Speak to our UK based marine insurance
specialists in RETSHM

= Boat Cortents insurance available for

residential craft

a1 0800 515 629
E:;::Qrgatemardon.cn.uk

on both land ond waoter,

If vou wish to join our work at Yarkhill
then please give me a ring on 01568 615
575 you will be made very e il 5 not
all work, we do have some fun too!

' ¢ CH
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Social Evenings at The Royal Oak

Please support our monthly meetings,
make a note on the calendar and tell
your friends and neighbours; we have
an excellent venue and interesting
speakers on a wide range of topics.
Why not share transport and make an
evening of it — everyone is welcome!
The third Tuesday of every month
(except December), 7.30 for 8pm start,

SEPTEMBER 15 ™ )

Bats
Rebecca Collins
The fiying sort. not those made from willow!

OCTOBER 20 ™ )
H & G CT’s Heritage Fleet
= so Far

Caroline Jones

The history of the boats and progress with
their restoration.

NOVEMBER 17 ™ J

River Severn - part two
Brian Draper

Brian returns to give us a second instaliment
of this trip along the Severn.

The Royal Qak, Much Marcle

OUR JULY MEETING
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The meeting opened with & welcoming
address by our Chairman, Janet Moult, in which
she reviewed the many events of our 25 vears
Anniversary in 2008, Membership Secretary;
Nigel Jefferies, reported on our membership
figures which have largely remained steady and
Liz Connors, Treasurer and Company Secrerary,
followed with a comprehensive breakdown of
the Trust's accounss.

Nigel Jefferies and ClLff Penny were re-
elected on o the Council of Management and
Bemard Ingram offered himself for appoinmment
as 2 director, having gat on the Council for the
past twelve months, Wilf Jones was nominated
as a new co-opted member of the Council of
Management. After David Penny had given an
update of new projects in the pipeline we had a
shart break.

This AGM ok on a slightv different format
to previous years, in that the repors from each
restoration site were gwen afier the formal
meeting and accompanisd by a Ted Beagles
Powerpaoint presentation on our progress up t
February 28th, 2009, Each of the site leaders
spoke to the photos giving Members an update
of the work that had happened along the Canal
route. This included Caroline Jones, who spoke
of the work on our Heritage boars. € M

F,
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Teiple Upemn Day) !

Su_lﬁy, September 6" 11 am - 4.30 pm

. A chance to visit three
L of our restoration
sites in one day!

A guided riverside walk
of 1.6 miles will take you
from Over to Llanthony.

(We hope to offer transport
between the two.)

oo ’ y r ’ s
o Seegou here!.

-, p
“- .' - \.
See the restoration of ‘
Over Basgin, House Lock,
Ell Brook Aqueduct =
and the stretches of ’

adjoining Canal. &
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www. ukbnathlre com
0845 126 4098

by (RELF r-hs' ;I
- rrerE
E" } ._I::_’;i* 1?‘25 !'\-]_'.l MARRDWEOATS

Other Services Available

narrow boats... ..wide horizons
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Skew gordens is o mass of flowers this year.

Our pardeners have been hard at it during the summer
period weeding and cutting back the prolific growth
of the plants and now the flower beds are showing a
wonderful display of colour and variety. Sometimes it's
all our gardeners ean do to cut the grass around site and
do some weeding in a day.

Tiwo large compost heaps have been built and are successfully
transforming suitable waste from ™ Wrapr House into compost
for use on site. The logs resulting from the tree surgeons cutting
trees down around the site have been moved to a cenral
location ready for some lucky buyer (see p.39). Spraying of
weeds has been completed around the walk areas, the edge of .
the Canal, the bottom of ™ WHarr Houst terrace and the Car gnTh: mmpﬂiie:dq;:::
Park, The information signs around the site are being renewed 14 o small free frunk until the
and those on the bank have been made removable 1o ease grass  |ocal bee keeper moved them
cutting by our volunteers. te a naw hiva.

There are now four bee hives al Ower, The Birds and the Bees

Moorhens have adopted our floating island
and have produced a clutch of 4 chicks; 3 have
survived and are nearly fully grown. The island
has been very popular with wildlife - ducks have
tried to nest there, but were chased off by the
moorhens, and a heron uses it as a base for his
fishing. We have been very fortunate this year
with kingfishers — a family of 4 have been
spotted on site - the flashing turquoise green

) T - colouring must be one of the most beautiful
T s i T LW sights in nature.
23
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One of our Over volunteer Members has
lectured on beekeeping at a local college
and, following his advice plus a detailed
risk assessment, a local beekeeper has
positioned 4 beehives on site. He started
with 2 and we were fortunate enough to
have a swarm arrive on site - and he
moved them into a hive. The bees have
been flourishing and with any luck before
long we will be selling Over honey from ™
Wiapr House. With bees reported to be
reducing in numbers nationally it is good
for the H&G CT to be supporting them.,

& Mechanical Challenge!

The Mechanical Team have continued
work on bringing Mr Maysey back into
service, hopefully in time for our Open Days,
the engine, fuel tank, controls and skipper
seat being permanently fixed to the stern.
Work had to stop for a week because a
swarm of wasps decided to nest in Mr
Maysey so it was not safe to go near her until
the beekeeper came and removed the nest.

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel.
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 years, and we will contiue te
waork together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better fu “‘.ffm

A nest on the comer of tha floofing island.

Mika Hunt and Dave Human odd a smart new rail
oround the stern of our Irp boat, Misier Maoysay, os
port of the major overhoul.

T Wharfinger

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward — ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL19 41J
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I's & bigger pump, but will it work?

We have had to change the old 3" pump
which could not pump enough of the
surplus water from the Leadon to the
Canal Basin. Waterway Recovery Group
have loaned us an even older Lister 6"
pump which should be man enough for
the job but considerable works need to be
done to it before we can reap the benefits
of its larger pumping capacity. Our thanks
to WRG who have also promised monies to
help us repair the pump.

The side of the storage container facing
the houses has been rubbed down and re-
painted (someone suggested Banksey be
invited in!) and railway sleepers placed
under it ready for the hole left from
removing the old site hut to be filled with
earth. We have also started stacking some
heaps of bricks on pallets ready for
relocation.

The Wharf House Fit-out

© Wharr House project has seen the
professional Carpenters continue fitting the
oak stairway and the adjacent cupboards,
the inside of which our volunteers have
papered and painted. We have finished
rebuilding and decorating the Staff Room
and varnished and fixed skirting in the
Bathroom of Bedroom 1. We have also
completed the bath panel in Bathroom 2

™e Wharfinger

A bath panel is tiled and fitted with blue
downlighters for that WOW factor]

(with inbuilt downlighters for an extra
wow factor!) and in Bathroom 3 the wall
has been adjusted and re-tiled in order to
fit a corner sink unit — and we have started
on the bath panel. Steady progress — why
not join us = Maggie Jones would be pleased
to hear from you. ¢ BH

country craft |

Narrowboat holidays on the
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal.
Gentle cruising through the spectacular
Brecon Beacons Natonal Park,
Modern fleet of 26 berth narrowhouts,
competively priced. Pets welcome,
shon breaks available,

Phoios: Bamia Flaysmnan and T Bcigis

Tel: 01874

T30 850
Web: www.countrycraftnarrowhoats.co.uk
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PART TWO

The original Diaries of
Stephen Ballard  Stephen Ballard, who
(1804 1890}  successfully completed

the HE&G Canal to

Hereford, are safely held at Herefordshire

Record Office but are written in a form of

shorthand not in use today! As Caroline

Jones explained, in her introduction to

this series in our last edition, the lengthy

transcripts tell only part of the story with
much additional material available in the
form of his original notebooks and within
other material held in ‘The Ballard

Collection’. As promised, this time we ook

at Stephen Ballard the boy, man and

engineer — based on his autobiography
and other notes within the Collection ...
The H&G CT would like to thank our

Member Rosemary Ballard (the wife of

the late Stephen Ballard I11) for her willing

agreement to our publication of this series
of articles and the staffof the Herefordshire

Record Office for their assistance and

co-operation.
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The Dianies of S iep/wn Ballard

Stephen Ballard was born in 1804 in Link
Villa on Malvern Link Common. He had
seven brothers and sisters, Thomas, Phillip,
Robert, Edmund, Anne, Charlotte and
Betsey; Edmund died in infancy and was not
remembered by Stephen. His father was an
attorney who, it is recorded, unfortunately
drank rather too much leaving his mother to
bring the family up in relative poverty. He
went to school from an early age beginning
with “an old woman below the Cockshot on
the link where I suppose I learned my A.B.C."
He later attended schools at the bottom of
Malvern Link, ar Barnards Green, Ledbury
and finally the College School in Worcester,
He did nor have a high opinicn of any of his
school masters or mistresses, considering
that he had wasted much of his younger life
in arending the various schools, indeed his
headmaster at Worcester he considered very
disagreeable and ran away from home to
avoid returning to school after one holiday!
When he returned home and was asked why
he had not returned to school his explanations
of the headmasters conduct were enough to
persuade his parents not to send him there
anymore,

Stephen then continued his ‘education’ at
home, he was given a flock of Malvern Hill
sheep by his father and tended these with
great care, profiting from the sale of their
wool. He also took a great interest in the
family garden, improving crops for the
family table, and studying botany taking a
particular interest in British wild plants. In
1822 when Stephen was 18 years old the
house, Link Villa, was let to the Marchioness
of Donegal. On seeing his work in the garden
she found him a position at the nurseries of

Image of one of the diary pages showing
the ariginal shorthand,
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On his many fac-finding tours Stephen Bollord
visited Porteysyllte Aqueduct — fortunately lor

is it unfortunalely? he did not manoge ta
incarperate such o vast aquedud within his
plans for completing the H&G Canal!

Messrs Lea & Kennedy at Hammersmith;
thus Stephen left Worcestershire for London,
He stayed at Hammersmith for nearly 2
years moving on to work in the gardens of
the Earl of Plymouth’s Hewell Grange near
Bromsgrove, His wages at this time were
10/- per week and he lodged ar “Hunts at the
Olde wharf close by the canal”. This was
possibly the first time he came across a canal
in his daily life, in this case probably the
Worcester & Birmingham Canal. At this time
he began to take an interest in geometry and
bought a copy of ‘Euclids Elements', on credit
from a Bromsgrove bookshop, he worked
hard to pay for the book and having studied
its contents decided to give up the gardening
he so loved as a career.

In May 1825 Stephen took an
apprenticeship with a Cheltenham builder,
Mr Lucy. He was paid 12/- a week in his first
year and worked almost exclusively on
carpentry on the many new buildings being
erected in Cheltenham at the time. He
worked hard and studied the new buildings,
carefully storing knowledge of both building
principles and business management for the
future,

™ Wharfinger

Working for the Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal Company

By the spring of 1827 the building business
had died down and he left Mr Lucy's employ,
he applied for the position of clerk to the
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal
Company and on the 13™ August 1827 was
appointed at a salary of £60 per anmum,
“with house and travelling expenses”,

During his time as Clerk to the H&G Canal
Co Stephen travelled a great deal inspecting
other canals and works. In 1829 he began a
tour of works which would take him to see
the Shropshire Canals and the Ellesmere
Canal; in  particular the Ponteysylite
Aqueduct. In the same area he visited slate
works and saw mills, closely examining the
machinery, and he alse visited the new
Conwy suspension bridge and a stone single
span arched bridge over the Dee. Further
north he toured Liverpool and Manchester,
the Bridgewater Canal, the Rochdale Canal
and the Mersey and Irwell Navigation.
Having seen over 100 miles of canal he went
home to Ledbury via Birmingham. All the
time that he was touring, inspecting and
seeing new marvels of engineering he was
sketching and making notes for the benefit
of his employers, the H&G Canal Co.

His work with the H&G Canal Co seems to
have been both enjoyable and hard, He puta
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lot of effort into finding engineering solutions ~ commented, at the end of 1841, that “This
to overcome challenges on the canal, he  year [ have been very much engaged. Not a
drew up plans and sections both of the Canal  single day, not even Sundays have [ been
and the River Severn and both rode and  disengaged from the work on the canal ...”

walked many, many miles in surveying the All the rime he was working for the H&G
line of the Canal and keeping an eye on Canal Co he was studying plants, trees
works. He took a great interest in the and farming methods. In 1836
Severn, recording its flow and he published a treatise on
{al-‘in_g sections to calculate the “This year I have been ‘the Pruning of Small
locations of scours and shaals. very much engaged. Trees  that  was
Hisworkincluded overseeing 4 eventually translated
contractors  and  other Not a single day, not even into French and
workers and his earlier Sundays have I been published. His work
experience as a gardener of disengaged from the work with trees was used on
poor pay and uncomfortable on the canal ...” the Canal as all the
living made him a tolerant and, boundary hedges were
when possible, a generous master. pruned in accordance with
His work on the H&G Canal was well hiswishes. He also published studies
respected and drew some attention from the  on the eradication of weeds.
Institution of Civil Engineers; this in turn led The Canal opened in Hereford on

to other work on buildings, roads and  wednesday May 21¢ 1845, Stephen and
railways not connected with the Canal. BY  phillip Ballard let water into the Canal, no
1837 he had his brother Phillip working with ~ gne from the City of Hereford was present
him, mainly on surveying and helping out 354 Stephen only stayed to witness the
with general engineering matters. InJanuary  Jifting of the stop planks. That same day he
1839 he was presented with the Telford  jeft Withington for London to begin work on
Medal of the Institution of Civil Engineers  the Middle Level Drainage system in the
for his design for an icebreaking boat that  EFens, However, he continued to keep in
had been launched from Ledbury Wharf en  toych with the Canal Co, receiving copies of
20" December 1837. their accounts and attending meetings.

In October 1839 his salary was increased Berween 1848 and 1851 Stephen worked
to £400 per annum payable until completion g5 the Great Northern Railway, specifically
of the Canal. He worked hard for this and  he engineered the Peterborough to London
line though the Fens, difficult terrain that he
worked hard to master. He then moved to
Holland working an the new Dutch Rhenish
Railway from Rotterdam to Utrecht, this
was partly across soft peat land similar to
the Fens and his experience there served
him well.

Ballard - the Family Man

In 1854 Stephen married Maria Bird; her
father was an agriculouralist whose land
had been split by the route of the Great
Northern Railway through the Fens. He met
Maria in 1847 when she was only 17 yvears
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Part of the Ballard Collection at Herefordshire
Recard Office,
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COrver 40 years after his waork an tha H&G Cenol
wes finished Stephen Ballard was responsible
far constructing Tha Jubiles Driva, of Malwarn,
to commemerate the 50tk year of Guean
Victoria's reign in 1887,

old, and 25 years his junior, they married at
Yaxley Church near Peterborough. They
honeymooned in Holland and Germany and
though many people thought they were
unsuited to each other they went on to have
a happy marriage and eight children. They
lived on an estate at Colwall and were known
as generous and kind people, though Maria
must have spent a great deal of her time on
her own when Stephen was away with his
work, Stephen was very involved locally, he
was a founder member what is now the

Malvern Hills Conservators, he built a
workmen's hall and Temperance Hotel in
Malvern for Maria to run as a charity and he
built the Jubilee Drive to commemorate the
50" vear of Queen Victoria's reign in 1887.

By 1862 he was a partner and agent for
the Evesham and Redditch Railway and by
1868 was undertaking the same roles for the
railway from Bedford to St Pancras. He also
helped to build the Evesham and Ashchurch
Railway and the Worcester and Hereford
Railway!

Stephen Ballard died in 1890 and his
estate, valued at £130,000, was left in trust,
administered by his sons Fred and Stephen;
Maria died in 1915. At the time of his death
Stephen Ballard was the oldest listed
Member of the Institution of Civil
Engineers.

In the next article I will begin delving
deeper into the transcriptions of Stephen’s
diaries to find out more about his work on
the H&G Canal ... ¢ CJ

www.getknotted.co.uk

TRADITIONAL RoPE AND FENDER MAKERS

SuppLIERS OF RoPE & TWINE
* No VAT * Makers of Traditional rope fenders * Rope for decking *
*Suppliers of rope and twines * Mooring lines * Tow ropes *
Decorative cotton rope* Bannister ropes and fittings *
Garden features * Cotton rope sitting hammock @ £59 + £7 p+p

Ir IT Is MapE Or RorE WE CAN MAKE IT

Tel: Alan 01926 410588 (24 hr answering) Fax: 01789 778953
Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick CV 34 5DP

alan@getknotted.co.uk
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Time to get to know all
about yet another of the
plants growing at our Oxenhall
restoration site — and also to put that
apron on and get into the kitchen. And
if it all goes wrong and you chop your
finger whilst cooking, or end up with
anunfortunatedigestivedisorder, then
{as regular readers might have come
to expect) this plant will also provide
the cure ...

The plant pictured here, thriving on the
bank of the Ell Brook at Oxenhall, is easily
overlooked despite it being one of our most
common wild flowers. It is a leafy plant with
small, un-exciting, white, mid-summer
flowers. Inhabiting shady places, often in
the lee of a hedge, the country name of Jack
by the Hedge' is not unsurprising. The
gimilarity of the plants’ flowers to that of
cabbage tells us that it is of the Brassica
family and the smell and taste of its leaves
caused countryfolk to give it yet another
descriptive name, Garlic Mustard.

Garlic Mustard, or botanically Alliaria
petiolata - “resembling Allum” (i.e. smelling
and tasting of onion or garlie) - is a biennial
plant. The first year's growth is an attractive
clump of rounded, slightly wrinkled leaves
close to the ground followed in the second
vear by a one metre tall flowering stem with
nettle like leaves topped by a spike of white,
densely clustered, cross shaped flowers. The
flowers produce large quantities of seed and
after its intreducton to America, in the
1800's, has become an invasive species
dominating the understory of the native
forests and crowding out native plants. It is
now considered one of the most potentially
harmful and difficult to control plants in
America,

In this country we are forfunate that the
plant has natural predators and it is kept in

e Wharfinger

} A Natural Explanation? sy john chappeil

Gaorlic Mustard, or botanically Alliaria petiolara.

check by feeding insects, especially seed
and stem mining weevils and flea beetles.
Nonetheless it forms leafy ranks in the
shadow of our hedgerows and acts as a
food plant for many other insects and
butterfly larva. Several species of adult
butterflies will feed on the flower's nectar,
including the Orange-tip butterfly seen in
the picture, The Orange-tip is a striking
example of how two forms can eccur within
the same species, with the bright orange
wing tips of the male being absent in the
female; a rare instance where the male is
prettier than the female!

The first vear’s leaves, flowers and seeds
are edible, have a mild flavour of both garlic
and mustard and can be used in salads and
pesto. In America the young leaves are
harvested as a foodstuff in a vain attempt to
control the plant and surely in these green
times we have no excuse for not using some
of our own native plants!

Edition 101
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Here is a recipe for Garlic mustard
pesto (using the young leaves as you
would basil and parsley etc.):-

| cup garlic mustard (young leaves)

% cup basil

3 cloves garlic

2 oz roasted pine nuts

4 oz olive oil

Juice of 1 lemon
Combine the ingredients in a food
processor, except olive oil, which is
added with the processor running.
Toss pasta or ravioli in the pesto — it
provides a delicious dressing.
Taking the recipe a greener step
forward why not use bulbs of our
native Ramsons Allium ursinum (see
‘A Natural Explanation?’ p37. of Ed 95
of The Wharfinger, Spring 2008)
instead of the garlic cloves?

A handy use of Garlic Mustard for us on
the Oxenhall site {s as an antiseptic. A leaf
applied externally to a wound will act as a
temporary covering until we can get to the
first aid box. Very useful if one of us suffers
a minor cut or scrape!

‘Culpeper’s Herbal', published in 1694,
firmly linked healing to astrology and
according to his doctrines Garlic Mustard is
governed by the planer Mercury, His beliefs
are a fascinating insight into the value of
plants in medicine and in the next edition 1
will be looking at one of the prettiest plants
on the Oxenhall site, a plant Culpeper
believed was governad by Saturn, In the
meantime [ will eschew Culpeper’s remedy
for colicky wind - Garlic Mustard seeds
boiled in wine — as it sounds revolting. 1
think I'll just stick to the wine and follow up
with Bicarbonate of Soda as necessary!

4 JC

J"

THE OAKINN
STAPLOW + HR8 INP « TELEPHONE: 01531 640954 '

OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY IN OUR
COSY BAR AREAS OR RESTAURANT Booking Recommended

Good selection of real ales * Real log fires * Flagstone floors * Old beams & hops
Large car park & preity beer garden * Dogs welcome * Farties catered for
The only pub in Herefordshire that abuts the line of the Hereford & Gloucester Canal
Good Beer Guide 2009 * www.oakinnstaplow.co.uk
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Red and yellow flags
Lifeguarded area: safest
place to swim, bodyboard
and use inflatables.

Red flag

Danger! Never go in
the water when the red
flag is up, under any
circumstances.

e Wharfinger

ALWAYS SWIM AT A LIFEGUARDED BEACH

Black and white flags
For surfboards, kayaks
and other non-powered
craft. Never swim or
bodyboard here.

Orange windsock
Shaws offshore winds or
unsafe water conditions —
never use an inflatable
when the sock is flying.

For help in finding a lifeguarded beach, visit rnli.org.uk/beachwise

RNLI LIFEBOATS, LIFEGUARDS LJFE FIRST
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Our Corporate Members By Cliff Penny

?-l very warm welcome to our J'aresr
Life Corporate Member - Scottish
& Newcastle — the owners of
internationally renowned Hereford
Cider Makers Bulmers.

Welcome also tw new Corporate
Members Terry and Carol Huckerby, the
new owners of Starline Marine.

Our Corporate Members have always
been very important to us - both in
showing support for the objectives of the
H&G CT by their Membership and, in a
number of instances, by their business
assisting our voluntary endeavours in
various ways. Thank you - the support is
not tiaken for granted.

We particularly appreciate our Corporate
Members support [(which, in many
instances has continued for a considerable
number of vears] during the current
difficult financial times. Thank you also o
those Corporate Members who regularly
advertise in The Wharfinger.

Thank you also to our other advertisers
Sor their support and the other firms and
businesses that assist the H&G CT in
various wiays. ¢ CRP

QOur Corporate Members are:
VE & JE Arnold
Bartestree Parish Council

EBlue Haven Marine

Bulmers (Scottish & Newcastle)
Chicory Crops

Gloucester & District Model Boat Club
EB Hayward & Co

Ledbury & District Society Trust
Ledbury Town Council

Middlewich Narrowboats

Ron Mogg

Morbaine Construction

Starline Marine

Tewkesbury Marina

Worcester & Birmingham Canal Society
Wyvern Business Systems

Reqular Corporate Sponsors:
Black Prince Holidays
Print Plus, Hereford

Volunteer N#WHIHHH I.I:Il..ulr'll;hF'd

If you are a m]unteer Member whu
assists the H&G CT in any way you
should have received the first edition
of an oceasional Volunteer Newsletter
written (and sponsored) by our
Chairman, Janer Moult. It is intended
to be a newsletter for active volunteer
Members both bringing them up to
date with news in between issues of
The Wharfinger and to hopefully
contain an exchange of news between
volunteers. If you are an active
volunteer and have not received a
copy then please let Janet know.

The Wharfinger

at the Winter Bazaar, all shapes
and sizes, any food/drink related

content — please bring to a monthly

Social Evening or, for larger quanriries,
please contact Janet Moult and we will endeavour
Thank you.

CoM Olllter:. FEr-_- t-lncf{-d

to collect.

At the July CoM the Fﬂlluwmg Gfﬁeer
appointments were made. Janet Moult continues
as Chairman, as does Liz Connors as Treasurer
& Company Seccretary. Martin Danks was
appointed Vice Chairman and Tony Austin-
Bailey, formerly Minutes Secretary, was
appointed Minutes & Admin Secretary.
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We're here

Customer Services: 0845 600 1616

(calls charged at local rate)

here

Technical Helpline: 0845 722 7853

(calls charged at local rate)

and here.

www.castlecement.co.uk

K CRASTLE CEMENT

HEIDELBERGCEMENT Group
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Not quite THE LAST PAGE

HANDYMAN
REQUIRED

Do you live in or near
Gloucester? Are you
handy around the house,
confident in fixing that
dripping tap or replacing
a cistern washer; able to
fix a shelf bracket o the
wall without drilling
through the nearest pipe
or cable {or needing to
redecorate afterwards!)?

We are looking for a
volunteer handyman (or
handylady!) for = WHapr
House who would be
prepared to undertake
minor ‘Tunming repairs’,
sometimes at  short
notice, to enable us to
maintain high standards
throughout the building.
(The cost of materials/
fittings used would be
reimbursed).

Please contact David
Penny at ™ WrarF House
(01452 332 900) 1o
discuss - you will be made
very welcome as a vital
part of the team,

[0GS «
for'fﬁtEr *‘ -

We have a number of sites where we have logs,
mainly ash and hawthorn, available.
All proceeds support the Canal Restoration.
For more information please call David Penny at

The Wharf House 01452 332 200,

_,.-

p e S€:

Ride-on Mowers
needed please?

You will have read on page 17
Brian Fox's plea for a
ride-on mower for the Oxenhall
site, At Over too, the volunteers
are looking for another ride-on
mower. The present one has
been giving good service for a
number of years, but the
terrain is heavy going in places,

Our present mower al Owver,
(photo taken o few years oga).
It is a cruciol piece of eguipmeni
o keep the grass neot oround
the Baosin, along the riverside
and across the flood plain - it
gets haavily used.

It is becoming difficult ro
maintain this machine and
keep things looking neat and
trim around the large site. It is
regularly breaking down and
although  the  wolunteer

Please support our advertisers
— SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTERS

The Wharhnger

mechanics can fix most things,
it puts it out of action at this crucial time of year. 5o the pressure
for us to obtain a newer ride-on mower for Over, and one for
Oxenhall, is growing by the week. If anyone out there just
happens to have one they aren't using, it would be very much
appreciated if you could give Ted Beagles or Brian Fox a call,
Numbers are on the inside back cover, ¢ MJ

COPY DEADLIME FOR THE MEXT I55UE

MONDAY 12™ OCTOBER
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunston Brokerage
— at the heart of England’s
waterways — your first port of callf

Established in 1958, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats - new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none.

Our marina offers the fullest
range of support services,
Uniguely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,
hull-blacking, repaints, sign-
writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

For full information - including our
competitive brokerage package -
contact Tim Coghlan at:

o |

"I'_I'!"Hqu'%

il

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH

Telephone 01788 891373
Fax 01788 891436

8 . ﬁ lehsite: rh ina.co.uk
ROKERN® by e
R J
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The Canal
expand.

Weart 2o el

Qur activites continue to

gardeners to first aiders, brickies w those willing to help

Trust is always in need of new volunteers as
We can normally find & use for any skill From

with a shovel or pen.

Contacts (10,7408 any of there mames TODAY!

Janer Maoult Brian Fox
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366
imoult@tiscali.co.uk
Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St Micholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel; (01432) 880 155
liz@lizconnoss.or an gehome. co, uk

Cliff Penny
“Coppice”. Burley Gate.
Hergford, HR1 305
Teel: (01432) 820 866
canal@penny-ep.co.uk
Dawvid Penny
Tel; [I}'I-MEH 332 900
thewsharfhouse@yahoo. oo, uk
Nigel Jefferies
Tel: (01432) 850 661
nigeljefleriesBEvirgin,nat

Martin Danks

Maggie Jones

Chris High

Paul Henshaw

Ted Beagles
Peter Moare

Judith lacobs

judithjacobsi@riscall.couk

1. Holmer Hall Cottages,

Roman Road, Herefard, HR4 SQU
Tel: {01432) 358 628
oriandfowi@rallktali.net

Tel: (01432) 344 488
martindanks@eiscali.co,uk

Tel: {01452) 618 010
miaggle|onesiblusyonder.co.uk

Tel: (01568) 615 575
chris@chrishigh. plus.com

Tel: [01684) 292 997
paulhenshawuki@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: (01452] 522 648

Tel: (04531) B20 671

Lucien Perring
Tel: (0198%) 768 441

Robin Smithett
Tel: (019281) 540 334
robinEsmichett.co.uk

Peter Lawrence
Tel: (01&84) 564 073

Heather Waorth
Mall Order Sales.
12 Hewitt Ave,, Kings Acre,
HEREFORD, HR4 QOP
Tel: (01432} 270 552 (evesings ony]
[OTBEY) 853 017 jaiher tines)
Heather@warthh.Fsner.on.uk

Visit our Website ..

UK Subs:ripl:lon Rates www.h-g-canal.org.uk
Annual Life - 'K

Individual £7.50 F150 Advertising in

Joint/ Farﬁ?iy £10.00 E200 “Wh B,I'ﬁllﬁﬂl'

Senior Citizen £5.00 FBD Showy the support of your business by

Joint Senior Citizen £7.00 E110 advrfti;il:g in;h-' fmharﬁ'llaeglﬁms

start at . there is 4 Series discount
Co rporate £20.00 £400 and we will gladly design your

d donations a

--.JH: q

05 LS angd peymeant remains

Al paymentsl:o &, Castle Street, Hersford, HR1 2NL

advertisement free of charge.
Colin Dymatt has the details.
Tel. 01981 540488
colin.kd@virgin.net

Unless spectically stated opinions exoressed are thosa of the
aushor and dp not necessaily reflect the policy of the Harelondshite
and Gloweesberabire Ganal Trust, As a Registarsd Charity, with
delinec objeclives, we cannal andorse the conter of any specific
acherfsemant, product or s=nices. The Trust accepls no Eabilty for
ary malter, o scherliging, consinad in this magazire. Reproducion
of emiracts from the magazng B welcomad provided that idl agkrowk
edigement is gien.

Membership reconds ane computerised. Your emiry ks available for
irapection it you sand & SAE 1o the Memibershio Secretary,

‘Whilsf we try to ensure dabes are comecd please verily them with
a rebevant Drgamiser,

& 2009 Published by the Herelordshins
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The Wharf House Company Ltd [MNo. 4827831] and
H & G Cenal (Sales) Ltd. [Mo. 2710215] are parl of the
Harefordehire end Gloucestarshira Canal Trust Lid. group
of companies. The Herefordghire and Gloucsstershire
GCanal Trust s & non-profit distributing company Fmited
by guaranies [Mo. 2704407] and = & registersd charity
[Mo. 1010721]. Registerad Office:- The Whar! House,
Horsashoe Orive, Cver, Gloucastar, GL2 8DB.

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Streat, Heredord, HR4 9HN (01432) 272 025
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The Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 but was not
completed until 1845, making this
the last major route built in Britain,
but for the navigations of
Birmingham and the Manchester
Ship Canal. The canal stretched for
34 miles from the River Sevemn at
Gloucester, via Newent, Dymock
and Ledbury to the city of Hereford,
utilising some 22 locks and

3 tunnels. The Canal was formally
closed in 1881 to allow construction
of the Ledbury to Gloucester railway
which in its turn was closed by

Dr Beeching in 1964.

The Canal Trust

The Canal Society was formed in 1983
and in 1992 became the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust, a
registered charity. The Trust has an
ordinary and corporate membership
of some 1,300 from all over the
country and abroad!

Our objective is to fully restore the

34 mile Canal, from its connection
with the 2,500 mile inland waterway
network at Gloucester to the centre

of Hereford. We have major restoration
sites in each county, which together
extend to some & miles.

‘é = Merabon sies patatie for pubic Bocees

Map based on onginal by Martin Ludgsie. Canal Boal Magazne
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