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Sheet Metal Work, Welding & Fabrications

We are a family run business established over 50 vears ago, specialising
in sheet metal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

® ltems can be manufactured to your own drawings or from instructions.
® Quantities from 1 to 10,000.

| | ® Sizes can range from a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

' We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust for over 20 years, and we will continue to work together in the present,
to revive the past, and secure a better future, © "7
Simon Hayward: 01452 700384, Fax 01452 700740
SHEET METAL WORKS, ASHLEWORTH, GLOUCESTER, GL19 4JJ
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Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Voilts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

wwW.b'etaniarine.co.uk. =

Tel: D1452 723492 :
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk}
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Editorial By Cliff Penny

Exceeding Expectations

As | enter my 23" year as Editor of The Wharfinger | look back with
interest. Years ago | struggled to fill the pages; now — | hope that |
don’t tempt fate - it is very difficult to squeeze everything in!

It is not just the amount submitted by our many contributors that, together with Maggie
Jones’ design and layout expertise, hopefully results in an interesting all-volunteer produced
magazine. The content is equally important — in the last 18 months this
s . has exceeded all my expectations. New sites acquired, Llanthony Hydro,
1y = Flood Relief and new Lock Scheme announced, an ‘in house’ Legal and
Project Development Team created, further partnerships established
(including that with Gloucester Quays/The Peel Group), another length
of the Canal restored within months of acquiring the site ...

Mystery Benefactor

The H&G Canal Trust has received a great boost with a
substantial donation from a mystery benefactor. The banker’s
draft had a note attached from the donor asking that we respect
his (or her) decision to remain anonymous and expressing the
wish that “it might give a temporary fillip to your band of faithful

followers™. The donor stressed that they placed no restriction on
the use of the money and suggested that the ensuing publicity
would also be beneficial. The note concluded with the comment
that it was from “a life-long canal lover/walker ... who shall
remain nameless”.

The H&G CT Council of Management was absolutely delighted
and amazed to hear the news of this totally unexpected and
most generous donation. Every effort will be made to select a
project that will utilise the money as a catalyst to attract further
donations/grants. Also, for the location of the chosen project to
be readily accessible by the public so that the money has the
added benefit of encouraging further and ongoing support for
the work of the H&G CT.

As with everything that we do the options need to be carefully
considered and this is likely to take some time. A decision on the
expenditure of the money will be reported in a future edition of
The Wharfinger. In the meantime our most sincere thanks to
our mystery benefactor.

850 additional copies of this edition have been printed to keep
residents at Aylestone Park and Dymock informed of progress - see
pages 7 & 8. Our thanks to the team at Print Plus for getting
this edition printed on a restricted deadline. ¢ CRP
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Our third major new site to be
announced in just over a year!

Having completed Vineyard Hill in 12
months, and commenced Moat Farm, we are
very pleased to be able to announce another
new site - this time in Herefordshire ...

Thanks to the generous support of the
landowner we are able to access a further
1,000 yards of the Canal at Kymin East -
part of the wider Withington Project to
restore the Canal from the existing Yarkhill
site to Withington.

The Kymin East length is intended to be
a showpiece of how we will continue to
restore other stretches of the H&G Canal -
on the basis of minimum intervention and
the maximum retention of existing trees.
The primary objective is that from the
adjoining fields the site will retain a look
much as today and that upon ultimate
completion of this length public access will
also have been delivered so all can fully
enjoy this attractive stretch of the Canal.

e Wharfinger
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Waterway Recovery Group held their
annual National Reunion Weekend during
the second weekend in November — and
chose the H&G Canal as the venue - with
over 125 WRGies attending from all over
the country. As a part of their activities on
the H&G Canal that weekend WRG cleared
an agreed defined line of the Canal and
towpath at Kymin East. Excavation is
planned to take place next summer and
this will be another site on the H&G Canal
to be restored and delivered within 12
months of gaining legal access ..

The Withington Project will be managed in
accordance with the new methods of working
(already successfully implemented at both the
Vineyard Hill and Moat Farm restoration sites)
with overall control coming under Wilf Jones
as the Withington Project Chairman. We are
very pleased that landowner JJ° Clews has
agreed to act as Conservation Advisor for the
Withington Project.

(Full report and photographs in the next
edition of The Wharfinger) ¢ DRp
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Chairman’s Column By Ralph Barber
Lﬂello from your new Chairman

| have been a member of the H&G CT since we moved to
Herefordshire five years ago but I have long had an interest in
canals. My first memory of canals is cycling along the towpath of
the Leeds and Liverpool in Bradford, followed by fond memories
of family holidays on hire boats along a number of canals.

Moving here we were thrilled to find that the Canal — barely a stone’s throw away from us
— was in the process of being restored. It may be a few years away but I hope to see
narrowboats passing along the canal just a field away from us in the not too distant future.

In the meantime I get on the water when I can - at present canoeing on the Wye, Severn
and the Lugg. Also by the time you read this I will have done that trip I believe a number of
us would like to do - in London, turn right out of Limehouse Lock and up the tidal Thames
on a narrowboat. I'll let you know how I got on in the nex: edition of The Wharfinger.

I'would like to congratulate everyone who worked so hard over the summer at the Open
Days at Yarkhill, Oxenhall and of course at the grand opening of the new section at Over as
well as promoting the interests of the H&G Canal at shows like Crick, Stroud-on-Water and
others. I look forward to seeing you along the H&G Canal soon. ¢ RB

The Trading Company, H&G Canal Sales

A Charity Commission requirement that charities such as the H&G CT had a separate
trading company no longer applies. The Council of Management approved a recommendation
from Treasurer Liz Connors that H&G Canal (Sales) Ltd (reg no. 2710215) be wound up
and all activities be transferred to the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust (reg.
no. 2704407). This action has been approved by the CoM. In practical terms no change will
be apparent to Members and supporters — Janet Moult will chair a new H&G Canal Sales
& Promotion committee, comprising the original team, within the H&G CT structure. A
Gloucestershire Sales & Promotion team has been formed - to be led by Maggie Jones.

The Restoration Fund

We have been reviewing the methods of collecting revenue for the H&G CT balanced with
the different ways we are asking Members and the general public to support our overall aim
to get 34 miles of canal back in water. The CoM have approved proposals to close the
Restoration Fund at the end of December. The balance in the fund will be transferred to the
Land Fund.

Existing regular subscribers to the Restoration Fund have received a letter from our
Treasurer advising them of the proposals, repeating our thanks for their support and inviting
them to agree to transfer their regular payment to the Land Fund in future. ¢ CRP

The need for improved communications is one of the issues identified by the team
undertaking the review of the CoM - see page 39.
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Reviaed Plarming Application

Dymock

By David Penny
As reported in The Wharfinger this
time last year (page 6 of Ed 110) the
H&G Canal Trust leads a partnership
of Dymock Parish Council, Two Rivers
Housing Association and the Landowner
to restore the Canal in the centre of the
village and deliver 15 social housing
and 5 open market housing units — as
well as a new village car park and
play area. The H&G CT is committed
to deliver the Canal on the site within
12 months of the transfer of the land
once planning consent has hopefully
been granted.

The original planning application,
submitted by the H&G CT and registered in
March 2012, was subsequently withdrawn
to permit changes to be made to reflect
further  discussions with the planning
authority and other interested parties.
Revised proposals led to further detailed
discussions which have resulted in the new
plan reproduced here.

Provision is made for a 20 space car park
to meet the severe shortfall in the village as
well as a new play area to replace the one
that is on the line of the Canal. A key part of
the application is the development of
affordable housing to keep Dymock a vibrant
community and ensure the survival of the
village school and other facilities. A vision
was formed between the Parish and Canal
Trust that all this could come about with the
Canal as the axis upon which it all hinged.

All of the land comprising the green area
around the Canal, and the Canal itself, will
be transferred to the Canal Trust with the
development making annual contributions
towards the restoration, maintenance and
management of the Canal, and in addition,
the Canal Trust will secure a small percentage
of the end value of the open market
properties to assist with the delivery of the
Canal elsewhere in the village.

This is yet another example of the H&G CT
working in partnership to deliver not only its
own vision of a vibrant Canal for the benefit
of all to enjoy but also facilitating much
wider benefits for the communities through

which it passes. ¢ DRP

Did you know?

Do you have access to the internet?

If you do, and had registered for our
occasional email newsletter, then you would
have heard about our new site at Kymin East
early in November rather than reading about
it for the first time on page 6.

To register, please send a blank email with
‘count me in' in the subject line to

newsletter@h-g-canal.org.uk. You will

receive an automatic acknowledgement that
you have been successfully added to our
specialist emailing software. Your details

will not be released to any third party and
each message that you receive will include
details of how to unsubscribe.

The occasional email newsletter is
intended to ensure that readers are made
aware of significant items of H&G CT
‘breaking news' as soon as possible. More
detailed reports on all such news will always
follow in the next edition of The
Wharfinger so readers who do not have
access to email (or who do not wish to
subscribe to the email newsletter) will not
be disadvantaged. ¢ CRP

The Wharfinger
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The first of what will be a series of
official highway specification signs,
indicating the presence of the H&G
Canal, were erected by WRG volunteers
during their Reunion Weekend at three
locations where roads cross the Canal in
Hereford City. More details will be in the
next edition of The Wharfinger.

¢ CRP
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\y«‘nqyard Dﬂnl][l is OPENEDS -

Over chtnml Wes a great successt All our efforts c&{ -
restore Vineyard Hill, paint the tug boats and put on = ZA
a celebration weekend were rewarded with many -
uisitorsboming to see us. The eraft marquees buzzed,
the mams dancersdaneed (md beer ﬂowed!
) 4 \‘a:‘ o

g ™ cut the ribbon to open the new
length at Vineyard Hill.

A wide variety of boats including
a katakanu, model boats, steam
boats and a rowing boat joined the
regular tug boats and trip boat on
the new length of the Canal.

The fire brigade not only brought
engines to view but also gave a
water rescue display. Trips on
Mister Maysey were extremely
popular along the doubled length
of restored waterway.

The plant and produce
s Stalls did a roaring
a4 trade as did the

::“"-"#" refreshments.
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On the Sunday Prunella Scales and Timothy West
joined us in style in Chris Clark’s Lanchester. They unveiled
a plaque at the start of the Vineyard Hill length and had a
good look around the many stalls and stands, including
that of the Gloucester and District Model Boat Club. Then
they too took to the water and cut a second ribbon for
Vineyard Hill!

By popular request canal horse Gypsy Queen made
another guest appearance.

A VERY BIG THANK YOU to all those who
took part, or in gny way contributed to
the Festival. We couldn’t have done it
YINEYARD

HILL *» M

HECCT - " . o s (
< T S
“CALES g TvADY <N yLeY =
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o\ et |
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s

-
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Chris Byrne, Borboro Eventt, James Fryer [soglos, Oiff Pery, Chris Roberts
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Restoration Project

Vineyard Hill

By Ted Beagles

‘the summer, dcspuc the weather, and

m finally in place for the

e the dam between the Vineyard Hill and

Basin sections of the Canal had dried out
sufficiently, so that it was safe to work from the
top of the dam, Paul ventured out with the
excavator. Whilst the rest of us admired his skill
he quickly and efficiently proceeded to build up
a large pile of wet clay on the towpath as the
dam was removed. Twenty five minutes later it
was gone, and we had unrestricted navigation
into the new section of the Canal.

The first of our boats to venture along was
Alder, crewed by Malcolm and John. On a sunny
July morning she cautiously edged her way
through the water lilies, along to the winding
hole at the far end, before turning and making
an uneventful journey back to Over Basin.

Back on dry land there was still plenty left to
do. The towpath top was trimmed to be smooth
and even, and the back was dressed to remove
debris and form the finished profile. The
towpath was then surfaced with wood chippings
to provide a surface suitable for all weather
conditions. Because our Roper ride-on mower
was out of service we were unable to use it to

Top: Emest wheels more
wood chip for the towpath.
Middle: Woodchipping the
towpath.
Above: The towpath is
levelled.
- For left: The water levels
are lowered fo expose the
dom

TR ove removed.
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tow the trailer to carry the woodchip at
first, and so resorted to traditional
methods of wheelbarrows and shovels to
do part of the job. Fortunately the trailer
was available to finish the work at the far
end! With the towpath completed and the
ride-on mower back in service it was a
simple job to place a bench seat and
reposition the half mile post to complete
the far end.

What a difference!

Two views from the same spot — top

D

September 2012 - the op
L%, el ¢

e ﬁhdfﬁnéer

photo is October 2011

ening flotille sails down Vineyerd Hilll

The commemorative plaque, designed
and procured by Nigel Jefferies and Wilf
Jones, was mounted on a suitable boulder
(a surplus stone from our Oxenhall site)
and placed alongside the towpath at the
start of the Vineyard Hill section.

This is the last time I shall be reporting
on Vineyard Hill as a separate item, as all
of the main works have been completed.
There are still a few minor things to do
before the construction phase
of the project can finally be
closed, and I will cover these
in future Over Basin reports.

wilf Jones (Project
Chairman) and [ (Site
Leader) would like to thank
all those people who have
contributed in any way to the
successful completion of this
project. In addition to our
own Canal Trust and
Waterway Recovery Group
volunteers there are many
others, including members of
the Vineyard Hill Trust and
the general public, who have
made this possible. Thank

ou all.
o ¢ TB

The ‘34 miles to Hereford" sign
is relocated at Vineyard Hill.

Edition 114



Restoration Project

Over Basin

By Ted Beagles and Chris Byrne

We have been very busy throughout the
summer getting the site and the boats
prepared for the September Over Canal
Festival and opening of Vineyard Hill.

Mowing the grass has been even more of a job
than usual for Malcolm due to the wet weather,
and a series of punctures of the ride-on mower
tyres; hopefully the self-sealing gel we have now
put into the tyres will prevent this problem in
future - watch this space!

With the completion of the overflow weir
brickwork by Bob, Ivor and Andy, the first phase
of this project is finished, and the gravel towpath | . B .
has been reinstated through to the start of  The completed overflow weir.
Vineyard Hill.

We were fortunate in having Lyn and Julie
come and spend a day volunteering with us as
part of an Ecclesiastical Insurance charity day
scheme. They did an excellent job in painting
the Bailey bridge and gate at the site entrance,
and the pedestrian barrier below the lock, ready
for the Festival weekend. We hope they will be
able to come again in the future.

A memorial bench to Over volunteer Tony
Boonham has been donated by his widow
Dorothy and we have located it overlooking the
Canal Basin below skew gardens.

The Heritage Fleet

Belinda, Pat and Jane have returned from their
summer cruising and been busy completing
painting the outsides of all three of our heritage
boats, and Mr Maysey, in the H&G livery. They make
a fine sight to everyone visiting the Basin; their
efforts are now turning to sorting out the cabins. At
the engine room end the mechanical team are
engrossed in solving a problem in the fuel system
that suddenly afflicted both Alder and Renton
during the open weekend. Thanks to the efforts of

e Wharfinger ’ " 14 Edition 114
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Mister Maysey high and
dry on the slipwoy until ~ of the building as
the leak has been fixed. quickly as possible.

Chris and John we were able to keep them
both running throughout the event.

Mr Maysey is now looking splendid, with
a new fibreglass roof fitted by Dave, Mike
and Paul, and a new paint job in the
established H&G colour scheme by the
painting team, to match the heritage boat
fleet. Refitting the outboard motor and the
steering and control gear all went smoothly,
and we were soon off for a test run to the
far end of Vineyard Hill and back; however
the small leak in the hull that we have been
monitoring during the year suddenly got
much worse and the reliable operation of
the bilge pump became very important.
Boat trips were very popular during the
Festival weekend; we had to carefully
monitor the leak throughout and no
passengers got wet! Thankfully, the leak
stopped when we partially grounded her
on the slipway and we are now awaiting a
suitable opportunity to get her out of the
water for investigation and repair over the

winter. ¢ TB

™ WHaARF House

During the early hours on the Saturday
morning of the Over Canal Festival we
unfortunately had a large diameter water
pipe burst under one of the bathrooms on
the first floor. {a pipe joint failed - it was
part of the first fix’ plumbing installed by
professional plumbers — Ed. }

David Penny swiftly isolated the water
supply to the building and then had his
work cut out dealing with the guest in the
affected room (who panicked and rang the
fire brigade and set the fire alarms off)
whilst also trying to get as much water out
The Wharfinger

Sadly the guests in the affected room
refused repeated attempts to let the team
assist them in finding alternative
accommodation. However, once they had
been reassured all the other guests returned
to their rooms and, despite all the
disturbance, left happy the next morning.
One guest re-booked 9 days later and
another has booked 4 rooms for next year!

Even with the prompt isolation of the
water supply the floor of the bedroom was
saturated and torrents of water leaked
down through the ceiling into the kitchen
and flooded the floor (and that of the
restaurant and visitor centre) before
pouring out of the doors. I (Chris Byrne)
arrived at "™ WHarr House around 5.20am
and David and I were able to repair the
plumbing and restore the water supply to
the building. Our next task was to check
over the electrics, making them safe, then
the restaurant and kitchen were deep
cleaned. With the staff all working very
hard we just managed to be ready for
breakfast. Then we had the first day of our
busy Festival and Opening Ceremony
weekend ... by the time it opened to the
public at 11am some of the team had been
hard at work for nearly 6 hours - the show
must go on!

When the hire shops opened in the
morning a couple of dehumidifiers and a
wet ‘n’ dry vacuum were acquired to get as
much water out of the carpets and moisture
from the room as we could.

After the Festival weekend the carpet
and floor boards were lifted to enable
experts appointed by our insurers to check
to see if there had been any further damage
to the building structure beneath the
bedroom floor which, thanks to our prompt
action, was given the all clear. A couple of
weeks later the floor and carpet were relaid
in the bedroom, the vinyl floor replaced in
the bathroom, and the room was put back
into service again. —
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The specialist’s inspection in the kitchen
confirmed damage to the ceiling and floor
that, in order to remedy, will require the
temporary removal of everything from the
kitchen. The insurers’ plans for contractors
to remedy this have been postponed by us
in order to limit further disruption to trade
Lo a more convenient time later in the year.
Meanwhile we have taken the opportunity
to make some changes to the kitchen waste
pipes, moving the grease trap from inside
the kitchen to underground outside (with
access still for cleaning). This has freed up
space in the kitchen for additional shelving

DOUBLE

the Benefit!

By Cliff Penny

During the Over Canal Festival and Grand
Opening of Vineyard Hill we were very
pleased that one of our Viee Presidents,
Tim Parker, and his wife, Bernadette,
were able to see the finished ground floor
bedroom at ™ WrARF HOUSE.

As previously reported, a cheque for
£5,000 from Tim enabled the fit-out of
this special room to be completed.

™ \WHars Housk has since paid £5,000 to
the Canal Trust’s Land Fund to assist in
the Trust delivering its objectives — giving a
double benefit from Tim's donation.

Whilst there may not have been a Grand
Opening Ceremony for the room it is already
in regular use by our less able B&B guests
who really appreciate the high standards
that have been achieved creating a very
welcoming and comfortable room. It also
has a strong following being suitable for
our guests with four-legged friends! Thank
you Tim - your generosity and support is
not taken fOl‘ granted! ¢ CRP

e Wharfinger
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and has made the essential regular
maintenance of the grease trap easier and,
just as importantly, has considerably
shortened and reduced the costs of the
eventual shut down.

Our Saturday volunteers have continued
their clearing of unwanted vegetation in
the car park, and around ™ WHarr Houst,
keeping the gardens and adjacent areas

tidy as we go into Autumn. ¢ CB/CRP

Want to get involved at Ouver then please ring:
Ted Beagles 01452 522 648
Maggie Jones 01452618010

|2
Views of the

completed
bedroom and
bathroom.

' Edition 114




Pocord Breaking ...
GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2012

A record breaking £3,584 has been raised this year - over £800 greater than our previous
record — our thanks to everyone who bought and sold tickets (and especially to our ‘star
sellers’). The draw was once again made at the September Social Evening at Much Marcle, on
Tuesday 18th September. The draw was made by the speaker at the meeting, Edward Helps,
who is the Managing Director of the ABC Leisure Group. The winners were:-

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize

A weeks Narrow Boat One Day's Boat Hire on One night Dinner, Bed &
Holiday for FOUR - either the Kennet and Avon Breakfast for two at
donated by Black or Mon and Brec Canal, ™ WHARF Housk,
Prince Holidays. donated by Over Basin, Gloucester.
TICKET NO 0846 UK Boat Hire. TICKET NO 08378
John Arnold, TICKET NO 04093 Mr & Mrs Peberdy,
Hereford, Mike Taylor, Cheltenham. Hereford.

Our grateful thanks to Black Prince Thank you to all who supported the
Holidays, UK Boat Hire and ™ WHarF HOuse  Grand Holiday Draw in any way. Every
for donating the Holiday prizes and to Bulmers  pound raised is a pound towards restoration
for sponsoring the printing of the tickets. of the H&G Canal.

THE WIDEST RANGE OF GARDEN MACHINERY IN THE COUNTY
BEST PRICES FOR MILES

SALES e SERVICE e SPAREPARTS

MOWERS * TILLERS
SHREDDERS + BRUSHCUTTERS

HEDGETRIMMERS
BLOWERS + POLE PRUNERS
CHAINSAWS

:._:—; ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS
4 NEWTOWN ROAD 168 WIDEMARSH ST
WORCESTER WRS 1HF www.ronsmithandeco.co.uk HEREFORD HR4 9HN
01905 738 800 01432 343 433
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Gift ideas fom” WHARF HOUSE

\ Udl 2
Canal Jrust Calendar 2013

A smort desk calendar with each month showing on C['\}[[Stmag Caj(dg
H&G CT view or aclivity. All photes have been token by
our H&G CT volunteers, It comes in o plastic display Our own H&G CT Christmas Cards.
wollet 191mm x 110 mm and will make the ideal gift The designs, printed on quality card,
or desk accessory for the New Yeor, Avoiloble from feature images from our own volunteers’
WHARF HOUSE ond Trading Company. photographs. They come in packs of 5 cords,
Price £5 wgh s.ellfzsecling e':v:lope&
(plus £1.50 UK postage and packing) il L
There are two designs to choose from:
Thank you to all our photographers who have made * Bulrushes in the snow at Over
this possible. A fuller credit will be in the next edition, * Snowdrops at Oxenhall,
from  WHARF HOUSE ond Trading Company.
Price £3 per pack

(plus £1.50 UK postage and packing)

Food and Drink Villeroy and Boch

Christmos ot WHARF HOUSE comes with the

: A : Villeroy and Boch tableware maokes the perfect
rh Y 3 X . ¥
ooty lo o vl ood ok e wh st el i v o sk e
deares!, We hove o wide range of delicious Trockleman's °"d| sovvy shapes mulka l'he ideal accompaniment
chutneys and marinades. They make the perfect gifi or fo the stylish foble, ; g s'pulm p!ares, porly
mpaniment 1o your festive feast. pl(mevs or cappuccino cups with a unique hwist,

At~ WHARF HOUSE
we have competifive prices
vith special deals to make
Christmos much brighter!

™ Wharfinger ~ Edition 114



CHRISTMAS MENU NOW AVAILABLE

RELAXING RESTAURANT » LUXURY BEDROOMS » FINE WINES
OVER * GLOUCESIER * GL2 8DB

Turn off the A40 at traffic lights 250 vards west of Over Roundabout (junction of A%2/A417). GRSO 816197

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk
Al picfits from The Wharf House will be used for 1he promafion ond sestoration of the Hera'ord ong Gloucaster Canal.

"“\WHARF HOUSE

Christmas Opening Times - As in previous years, ™ \WHarr Houst will close after lunch
on, Sunday 23™ December and re-open on Thursday 3" January.

Gift Vouchers for the Restaurant ~ “Weaer House

< "\"ﬂh-...ﬁm:, e
o fize Biend
Why not surprise your loved ones this yeor with “"--':Zn
o gift voucher for use ot W HARF HOUSE, !'
offering the chance to somple sumptuous locel foed, iﬁ

cracted with flair ond imagination,

Vouchers can be purchosed in denominotions from £5 = £20. m

Books and quaﬂltg giﬂts

Every member should have a copy of David Bick's
book ‘The Hereford and Gloucester Canal’ - it
makes the ideal Christmas present — as do our wide

range of books {not all are of them are about canalsl)

Why not come and see us soon - we have many other gift ideas so why not do your Christmas shopping
in the Visitor Centre then join us for a meal - a far more relaxed way of working through your gift list!
The Whirﬁ;wr 7 . 19 - Edition 114



www.ukboathire.com
0845 126 4098
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Social Evenings
at the Royal Oak

Please support our monthly meetings! e
note on the calendar and tell your frient
neighbours; we have an excellent venue

interesting speakers on a wide range of toplcs
Why not share transport and make an evening
of it - everyone is welcome!

The third Tuesday of every month (except December)
at The Royal Oak, Much Marcle 7.30 for 8pm start.

December

There is no meeting in December

January 15% J
Dick Skeet:
Forgotten waterways

(that Dick has remembered!)
The H & G is no longer forgotten but
many other walerways are waiting

to be discovered.

February 19

Edward Helps, the Managing Cirector of the ABC

Roger Foster: Leisure Group, draws the winning tickets for the
nd Holiday Di h ial.
”le Mon 8 BfeC' Cana[ Gra oliday Draw ot the Segtember Socia
An update on our neighbour over the
border SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER TALKS
Our Autumn programme commenced with a
March 19 very entertaining talk on running a business
on the canals by Ed Helps. In October we
Tony Condor: welcomed Ray Wilson for another look at

i Gloucestershire’s amazing industrial history,
Gloucester D ocks - then and including two contrasting carals - the Coombe

now and the Gloucester & Sharpnass. Please do join
The changes over the years of an even us for future social evenings - we have a good
nearer neighbou. venue and interesting speakers. ¢ M J

™ Wharfinger - Edition 114
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Derek Gray, who sadly passed
away aged 85 in October, was a
long-standing Member who first
served on the former Canal Society
Committee in 1987; I first met him
when I joined the committee a year
later. Shortly after the formation of
the H&G Canal Trust Derek migrated
from the Council of Management to
the Trading Company committee
and, ultimately, the then Boats
Group. He ‘retired’ from that group
in 2000.

Despite his advancing years Derek

was a regular, reliable and well liked

volunteer who undertook a number
of different roles for as long as he
was able. By way of example,
together with his wife Margaret, he
regularly assisted at various events.
Whilst a number of us were rather
concerned for his well-being his
rather frail figure and unassuming
manner seemed to combine to make
him the star Grand Holiday Draw
ticket seller of his time.

As the years progressed his
physical involvement naturally
became less but for many years,
together with Margaret, he played a
key ‘behind the scenes’ role within
our small despatch team undertaking
the somewhat thankless task of
‘sticking and stuffing The
Wharfinger, a role that in more
recent years he had to (I suspect
very reluctantly) leave for Margaret
to continue. Our sincere condolences
to Margaret and family. ¢ CRP

The Wharfinger

Lock 200

report |

The 200th anniversary of the
opening of Gloucester Lock to
commercial traffic was celebrated
on the 8th — 9th September.

There was a gathering of decorated boats
in the main basin and stalls on the North
Quay. Two boats re-enacted the original
opening, rising in the lock to the sounds of a
band playing, a gun firing and spectators
cheering! The event was organised by the
Gloucester City Centre Community
Partnership and the Gloucestershire &
Herefordshire Branch of the Inland
Waterways Association.

Our stand, in a prominent position outside
the Canal and River Trust (former BW)
offices, was run by H&G CT volunteers from
Gloucester, headed by Andy Fowler. Saturday
was busy with many learning about the
existence of our Canal for the first time and
there was much interest in our restoration
work. We sold lots of Grand Holiday Draw
tickets. Sunday was a different story; strong
winds swept through the docks and ensuring
the gazebo stayed on the ground, let alone
keeping the displays in place, was a constant
challenge! We persevered for most of the day
but, with fewer visitors, all stall holders
chose an early pack-down. ¢ MJ

Our newly formed Gloucestershire Sales &
Promotion team welcomes new helpers —
please give me (Maggie Jones) a ring on
01452 618 010.
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Restoration Projects

Yarkhill and
Aylestone Park

By Chris High

The continuing work by the Yarkhill
Team at Aylestone throughout the
summer has curtailed our progress
at the Yarkhill site.

All the necessary Yarkhill maintenance work
and planning took place for our Open Day in
August. My thanks to the volunteers who
helped with the event. This year we had to
console ourselves with the quality of our
visitors rather than their numbers!

Work has progressed at a good pace at
Aylestone and practice and experience have
now fine-tuned the manual method for weed
and reed removal from the Canal. The most
productive method is to suit-up in waders,
thick waterproof jacket and gauntlet gloves
plus (depending on the temperature of the
water) extra under layers. Armed with a well-
sharpened grass hook and using the boat as a
buoyancy aid, navigate to the next area to be
cleared. Grass hook in-hand and using it like
a knife, cut through the reeds to detached a
“manageable” chunk of growth from the bank
and adjacent vegetation.

Some of the visitors to the Yarkhill Open Day.

Excellent progress made clearing the excess reeds at Aylestone Park. It's

24
The Wharfinger
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all looking neat and fidy.
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Now stand back, to avoid being
splashed or worse, whilst the bank
contingent “accurately” despatch
their grappling hooks (providing
they are not standing on the rope!)
into the segregated chunk. Pulling
now takes place as the chunk is
carefully floated across the Canal
to the lower towpath bank when a
significant and sustained heave is
essential to get the chunk up on to
the towpath. Meanwhile the
‘transport section' is continually
loading the accumulated piles of
rubbish onto a trailer and
transporting them to the spoil pile.
Whilst all this is going on any spare
hands tackle further work on the
banks.

There have been various observations made.
There has been a total lack of volunteers to
undertake the cutting process. The ‘bank
contingent’ and ‘transport section’ have disagreed  Top: Steering through the reed-free water.
with the cutter's interpretation of the word  Apove: Tom takes a boot trip.

“manageable”. And ensure that the water level is
as low as possible before starting work ...
Passers by continue to appreciate the team’s Anyone interested in lending a
efforts, as do I, but one comment - “wouldn’t a e e SO
long reach excavator and a dumper truck be a lot Lo, e COITWR
easier ?” Chris High 01568 615 575

Oh! - I hadn’t thought of that! ¢ CH

Cheis High

Weeds and reeds no longer obsiruct the canal.

— 25
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Restoration Project

Moat Farm

By Martyn Tilford

Despite our record breaking wet
Summer we have been fortunate
with the weather on Tuesdays at
Moat Farm enjoying some glorious
days and just a couple of short rain
showers.

Much of our time has been spent mowing,
stimming and raking to keep those
previously cleared areas under control. For
those without 4x4 wvehicles there was
always a chance of getting stuck adjacent
to the access gate so some minor land
drainage work has been carried out to
improve this persistently boggy spot.

On a pleasant afterncon in mid August
Paul and Hilary - Moat Farm owners -
hosted a very fine BBQ on site for the
volunteers and guests. Paul’s culinary skills
were fully expressed with an excellent
range of grilled delights and some of us
even managed to do some more work
afterwards. Thanks to Paul and Hilary — a
great time was had by all.

The Wharfinger

Day begins with Paul, Ralph, Penny and Wendy
sprinfing fo site to get starfed!

Our Kubota excavator has remained at
Over for the Summer in order to carry out
further work in connection with the
Vineyard Hill project but it should be with
us at Moat Farm by the time you read this.
It is said that ‘variety is the spice of life’ so
as a change from scrub bashing, mowing
and strimming Ted, myself and a couple of
skilled volunteers at Over have been
undertaking excavator
maintenance and repair tasks.
Perhaps the most important was
the replacement of the failed
crawler track upper rollers. Both
brain and brawn were required in
equal measure and the job was
successfully completed with the
normal array of tools which
included large hammers, hacksaw,
car scissor jacks, metal wedges,
lots of WD40 and a very fine
Axminster carpet!

With the arrival of Autumn

BBQ in full swing, Paul is poised to serve
more grilled delights

Edition 114



serious vegetation clearance in the
canal bed has restarted and the area of
very dense growth at the South end of
the site became our focus. The Goat
Willow trees in this length are
particularly difficult to deal with. Paul
and Ted have used their chainsaw felling
and lopping skills and training to deliver
a safe and satisfactory start. The rest of
the team assisted with raking, dragging,
bonfires and log stacking. Several days

will be required to work through this :
length but I am sure an enjoyable time sc:,:r_ uﬂemf w": ::’:7“ ik i

will be had by all!

Finally, a landmark was passed in
late September with 100 volunteer days
now spent here. Once again many
thanks to everyone who has helped at
Moat Farm and, as always, if you are
thinking of joining us on Tuesdays
please come along — you will be made
very welcome. ¢ MT

Just o few hours loter, the cenal bed is deared and
the logs stacked on the railway track bed behind.

... and the day ends with ‘big George"

apparently asleep leaning or the mower!
eiled crawler track roller — i ] i

not ¢ ball-beoring in sight. Would you like to be involved? You will be
Martyn T«lford ) 01452 790 358 or

PLEASE NOTE:
Wilf Jones 01452 413 888

T™he Wharfinger _ildition Il4




Restoration Project

By Paul Henshaw

At the time ;] wntmg. we aré geumg f «9‘33‘@?@ &
to the end of the grass cutting season ¢ ?‘
_whichthis year has seen quite prolific ¥'0 S

mh. Our trusty mower’ has just

sngwtthcdcm ich
mmd it during the summer.

As reported in the last edition much
work was carried out by volunteers
renovating the vacant cottage and we are
delighted to welcome our new tenants
Gill and Calvin and family who moved in
at the end of July.

Three new windows have been fitted at
the rear of the properties. New cills have
been added and the exposed brickwork
has been boxed in. Work has resumed on
the refurbishment of the iron railings at
the front of the cottages and we are now
turning our attention to carrying out tree
management work around the site. This
has included the removal of a large _
leylandii tree where the root system was - *g’ X
in danger of undermining the foundations ¥ oo £ o r -“. ", "
of one of the cottages. P e 3
- ﬁ s
ittt
il H

Would you like to join our team
at Llanthony? Please call Paul
Henshaw on 01684 292997

Alan Mcnde

Removing the lower branches prior to felling.
U
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Replacement Par
o ¢, including Marine ‘-‘-"w \
A Il NOW AFTER YOU'VE BROKEN DOWN,

WE CAN PICK UP THE REPAIR BILL

r

* 24/7 Natonwide cover on all inland waterways

* Covers a huge range of specified parts,
including the gearbox & drive plate, couplings,
starters, alternators and many more *

-
RCR

* Pays up to a maximum of £1,000 per repalr

* You can make up to & claims per year

= annual membership f,',‘,'{;'

tel: 01785 785680

www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk

THE OAK INN
Staplow HR8 1NP
01531 640954

A VERY WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR NEWLY KL' URBISHED INN
OFPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY IN OUR COSY BAR AREAS OR RESTAURANT
GOOD SELECTION OF REAL ALES - GOOD BEFR GUIDE 2009 & 2010

REAL LOG FIRES, FLAGSTONE FLOORS, OLD BEAMS & HOPS
PRETTY BEER GARDEN ~ PARTIES CATERED FOR -~ DOG FRIENDLY
THE ONLY PUB IN HEREFORDSHIRE THAT ABUTS THE LINE OF
THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL

FOUR EN-SUITE B&B ROOMS NOW AVAILABLE
www.oakinnstaplow.co.uk ¢
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Restoration Project

Oxenhall

By Brian Fox

A review of our work programme for
the next few months revealed that
many of the items we would need
were scattered around other H&G CT
sites so we decided to hire a suitable
vehicle.

Collecting the materials from Over.

After collecting a truck from Rotherwas,
Hereford and picking up Geoff and Peter,
the first stop was at Aylestone Park where
Chris was waiting to help load 8 fencing
panels and stands to enclose our work on
the aqueduct. Then on to Canon Frome to
pick up the sheer legs and planks left after
completion of that job (see p.30 of edition
113). We then drove to Oxenhall to
offload, snatched a quick coffee and
loaded a concrete guide post and 3 large
stones for Over (one of which was used to
affix the Vineyard Hill opening ceremony
plaque). We travelled to Over, had lunch
and offloaded before picking up reinforcing
mesh required for our concrete pours plus
a large pipe (to replace one in a culvert at
Oxenhall). A last minute addition was
some fence posts and rails for delivery to

Malswick and we then set off on the home~

run. About 10 hours, and a few aching
muscles later, it was back home to a hot
bath and a well earned rest!

e Wharfinger

Stripping off the soil ready for the concrate pour.

Concrete Membrane over the Aqueduct

» This now allowed us, once again, to focus
on the aqueduct. A start has been made on
the concrete membrane to be laid over the
top of the arch to strengthen it and make
sure it will last for another 200 years. This
will not be a quick job as there are tons of
soil to be removed before we can get down
to the stonework - it certainly is not a job
for wheelbarrows and shovels! Robbie Hall,
a new Member, lives just down the road
and volunteered the use of his JCB and
dumper to excavate and remove the material
to a convenient location. This can’t be too
close to the working area as there has to be
room for the concrete lorry to get close.

We plan to place the concrete in 6 pours so
that our efforts can be concentrated on one
at a time and the whole job will be more
manageable and be executed more efficiently.
The JCB and dumper were set to work and
after a few hiccups the bulk of the soil
covering the first area was removed. The
final few inches had to be dug out by hand
as we couldn’t risk the heavy bucket on the
JCB damaging the arch. This wasn't easy as
the depth meant that it was not possible to
run a barrow in and out so we resorted to
the electric hoist last used when we
constructed the former for the rebuild of the

. #spandrel walls. This worked very well and it
was soon time to form the shuttering to hold
the concrete in place, Heavy duty plywood
was cut to fit the shape of the arch supported
by a framework of scaffolding poles.

Edition 114
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The chollenge of getting
the lorry through the gote.

Heavy rain prior to
the day of the concrete
delivery meant that
the hole was a foot
deep in water which
our generator and electric pump cleared
just before the large concrete lorry arrived.
The next challenge was getting the lorry
through the gate at the rear of our compound
but it wouldn't fit no matter how hard the
driver tried. Asmaller lorry wasimmediately
dispatched and managed the gate with no
trouble. The actual pour went like clockwork
and 10 tons of concrete, with added
reinforcing mesh, were placed in the hole in
2 an hour (we had been allowed % hour
but for every minute over there would be
an excess charge of £11).

The following week the shuttering was
removed and a coat of waterproofing
bitumen was painted on the top of the
concrete - the first pour successfully
completed! We showed off our efforts on
our Open Day in mid-September but the
weather has been most unkind since then;
it has rained every Tuesday and the heavy
concrete lorry would chew up the ground
and make the footpath very muddy. After
we have undertaken the next 2 pours it will
be necessary to remove the Bailey bridge
before we can do any more.

The concrete pour.

™ Wharfinger
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OXENHALL SREN BAY

Our Open Day turned out to be bright
and sunny with a steady stream of visitors
walking the towpath and enjoying the
home made produce on sale in the hall.
There was a chance to show them the
work being done to strengthen the
aqueduct and to discuss the plans for
restoration of the next % mile of canal as
far as the fire station in Newent.

Winter Maintainance

Now that the autumn is upon us thoughts
turn to maintenance and management of
the trees and other vegetation, the growth
of which has been rampant this summer. A
couple of large trees have been singled out
for felling as they were looking very
unhealthy and a potential danger to
walkers if they shed large boughs or fall.
Pollarding will continue ¢n the willows as
time permits and we shall even be re-
pollarding one willow which was first
tackled about 6 years ago.

Nature Watch

We have had 2 swans in residence most
of the summer but no young ones, a family
of moorhens appear to have used the
artificial island to raise young and last
week a kingfisher was spotted skimming
through the lock. Blue tits have used both
the nest boxes in the compound. A cluster
of four Dymock plum trees has been
discovered this summer on the offside
bank after they produced a good crop of
fruit. It would appear that one or two of
the volunteers over indulged themselves
and the ripe plums didn'tlast long! Nature
can be unpleasant when it is pouring with
rain or there is a howling gale but it does
offer compensations for those who keep
their eyes open.

¢ BF

Would you like to join our team at
Oxenhall ? Please call Brian Fox
on 01432 358628
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Iit's not all hard work|

By Brian Fox

The Oxenhall Team, accompanied &

by friends and family, took a day -

n{fmdmforam'pon the ;-
‘Monmouthshire & Brecon canal %
near Abergavenny - hiring 2 boats <

as we couldn't all get into one! Goytre
Wharf was the starting point and
we got as far as Llanfoist where we
turned round and had lunch moored
alongside the towpath.

Those who fancied a turn on the
tiller were given a quick lesson but
there isn't much room for mistakes on
such a narrow canal and the bank got
a bit too close a few times! A couple of
heavy showers were ignored as we
cruised under a leafy umbrella and a
good time was had by all. ¢ BF

ACER TREE SERVICES

Web: www.acertreeservices.com
Tel: 01432 860839 Mob: 07774 134 577
email: joe.brandt@btconnect.com

ALL ASPECTS OF
WORK MANAGED TO
BS STANDARD

3998/2010

\JW\\)

www.porkandtwoveg.co.uk
email: joe.brandt@btconnect.com

Tel: 01432 860839 Mob: 07774 134 577

P RARE BREED FREE RANGE PORK

e Wharfinger
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Hews from the frieuds
wW NTIONAL

¥ WATERWAYS

U W . By Chris Witts

A week after the H&G CT'’s Over Canal
Festival another of memorable note was
Gloucester Lock 200 held on Saturday
8th September. North Quay was full of
colourful stalls including one from the
Friends of the Waterways Museum. The
Ladies Craft Group were displaying their
handiwork as well as demonstrating
their skills to the many people who came
to look. The men, not to be outdone,
were entertaining children in the art of
rope making. A very successful day and
hopefully more like it in the future.

At a recent fund-raising meeting the
Friends agreed to concentrate on raising
funds for the narrowboat Northwich.
Northwich is used regularly as a floating
exhibit by schoolchildren and is in need of
urgent attention.

Indeed, we have now reached the end of
the steam dredger HLF programme whereby
during a four day period in October,
schoolchildren visited the Waterways
Museum to see SND No 4 in steam. They
spent time in the Museum with craft work
and on the dredger operating valves to start
the large steam engine. ¢ CW

Roger Holmes - Archive Waterways Films

The Inland
Waterways
Association

Gloucestershire &
Herefordshire IWA Branch

Gloucester Yacht Club, 7.30pm
Thursday, 1* November Ben Self
A Ropey old Talk

Thursday, 6 December

Christmas Social
with entertainment from Spanlel In The Works

Thursday, January 3rd
Paul Barnett - Boats of Sharpness

Thursday, February 7th

Thursday, March 7th
AGM and CRT speaker

For further details contact:
Roger Holmes 01594 840316

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES

REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT

WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY

OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING

T Wharfinger

A&D Marine
Services Ltd

HEMPSTED DRY DOCK,
338 BRISTOL ROAD,
GLOUCESTER GL2 5DH

Telephone: (01452) 415430
Fax: (01452) 307674
www.admarineservices.co.uk
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e Canal Wharves
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Behind the Fire Station on the Newent
to Dymock road, on the line of the H&G
Canal, is a curious area of flat land
underneath an almost vertical face. This
has been the subject of much speculation
between Oxenhall site volunteers during
coffee breaks, with the longer-standing
colleagues being convinced it is the site
of a wharf.

David Bick’s book ‘The Hereford and
Gloucester Canal’ states “Newent Wharf
was on either side of the road to Dymock,
and the basin is still visible in part, cut from
solid rock behind the fire-station”.
Unfortunately he never quotes his sources.
I have reservations about this; it did not
seem likely that a wharf would be sited at
this point with no direct access to the road
so 1 decided to investigate further.

In the early part of the 19" century most
of the land adjoining the Canal in Newent
was owned by James de Visme, the builder
of New Court, now demolished. In 1845
he decided to sell his estate and produced
a detailed map and description of the
property. This map was used in my article
‘Shocking Ruffianism in Gloucestershire’
(see edition 100, page 38). However, the
crucial piece needed for this article is off
the page so the missing bit is reproduced
here.

On the accompanying map the road to
Ledbury through Dymock is shown on the
left with the winding Ell Brook forming the
northern boundary of de Visme’s land. The
Canal goes across the centre with the ‘basin’,
protruding like a carbuncle, just in from the
left. In the sales particulars accompanying
the map the various plots are given
descriptive rustic names like “Dead Well
Meadow”, “The Two Acres”, “Rough

The Wharfinger

By John Chappell
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Gloucestarshire Archive., Ref P225a M1 1/9.

Extract from 1845 Map of De Visme's estate.

Ground” etc. Plot 1, on the left of the map
(lying between the Ell Brook and the Canal),
is called “The Company’s Meadow”. A note
states that the plot was ‘given up by the
Hereford and Gloucester Canal Company
upwards of thirty-two years without any
rent being paid. It was surrendered in part
payment of the money due for Lands taken
for making the Canal’. It doesn't take much
imagination to see why this plot is called
“The Company’s Meadow” as presumably it
could have reverted to them after 32 years.
Today it is behind the John L. Dennis
Transport depot.

The Apportionment, a list associated
with the 1838 Tithe map for Newent, also
names this plot (Plot 353 on the Tithe
map) as “Company’s Meadow”.

No map exists of the Canal ‘as built’
¢1797. The only way to investigate the
origins of this plot is to look at the Land
Tax registers. These are quite useful in
the early 19th century as they usually
give a description of the land, ownership
and occupancy as well as the tax to be
paid. The last registers were made in
1832 after which date the arrangements
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were changed by
Parliament.  Fewer
details are given
further back in time,
but it is possible to
follow a plot by noting
the tax details.

Starting with the
1832 registers, I
needed to find a plot
owned by de Visme
that had previously
been owned by the
Canal Company, and
to hopefully find a
description. This
search proved to be
successful.

These are the only
entries for the Canal
Company (the main
wharf, under what
became the Newent
Station, was too small
to be subject to Land o o ,
Tax). The Table shows  saction of 1838 Tithe Map for Newent.
exactly what would
have happened. The Canal Company was So there we have it! Until 1832 there was
buying up land in 1795; de Visme later a wharf each side of the road — but the
took an interest in the wharf and ‘basin’ was not the location.
eventually acquired ittoadd to his estate. ¢ js no coincidence that in 1832, when
Perhaps he used it as his private wharf?  the Company abandoned the wharf sold to

Glossmstershire Archive. Rel GOR/T1/126.

Date Owner Oceupier Description Tax
1832 de Visme Richard Warne Canal ® Little Meadow 57
1826  Drew Hannah de Visme ® Canal Comp  Canal Wharf 57
1821  Drew Mrs Canal Co @ de Visme Canal Wharf & Land 5/6:
1814  Drew Mrs Canal Co ® de Visme Canal Wharf & Land 5/6%
1805  Canal Company Themselves 5/6Y
1800  Camal Company W Hatchett 5/6v:
1799 Canal Company late Drew 5/6v:
1798 Canal Company late Drew 4/-
1795 Canal Company late Drew 4/-
1794  Drew Wid. Philip Vowles 4f-
B ———
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de Visme, they purchased a
piece of land to enlarge the
main wharf. This has been
documented in David Bick’s
book (Page 30 of the 2nd
Edition) but the plan is
reproduced here for
convenience.

\J

So what was the ‘basin
behind the fire station? I
believe it was simply a
winding hole. (The i in ‘wind’
is pronounced as in ‘tinned’).
Because the width of the
Canal channel is less than the
length of a full-length
narrowboat it is not possible to turn such
a boat in the Canal. Winding holes are
typically indentations in the off-side (non-
towpath side) of a canal, allowing
sufficient space to turn a boat. When the
Canal was built they were expecting a lot
of traffic from the Newent coal fields to
both Gloucester and Ledbury. Because

oucesarshire Archive. Ref P225 IN 3/3

G
f
;.‘

folders * programmes

stationery * leafless © mailers

pasters

A map of 18

32 showing Alond purchased by the Canal Company.
Note the road crossing the canal by o ‘drowbridge’.

some boats would not have made the
complete trip from Ledbury to Gloucester,
or Gloucester to Ledbury, there had to be
a winding hole near Newent and this is it.

My thanks to Gloucestershire Archives for
their co-operation and for permission to
reproduce the images in this article.
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&) Model Boat

>/ Club

By Ted Tedaldi

The Gloucester & Distriet Model Boat Club
has enjoyed a varied summer sailing. The
weather has dictated so much, but one
superb Sunday saw twenty five members
with thirty four eraft.

However, not all our time at Over is spent
boating - with three evenings in August de-
weeding up to the new storm overflow.
Three days later the water was almost weed
free and a delight to sail.

The highlight was the Over Festival weekend
and the opening of the new section. We had
twenty plus boats on display each day and sailed
almost continuously. We joined in the daily
flotillas, even assisting Mr Maysey with two tugs
and a pilot boat! Timothy West and Prunella
Scales made a request to visit our stand and had
a five minute chat with a number of members
about their models.

Several members are into steam models. Phil
is in the process of building a Mersey Steam Tug.
The engine is 22 cc capacity and, with a 2%inch
propeller, quite capable of pulling Mr Maysey!
The boiler is of a large capacity giving about one
hours steaming. The model is about three feet
long and twelve inch beam. Unfortunately it will
be a two man lift when completed.

A young passenger aboard Mister
Maysey odmires a model boot.

™ Wharfinger 37

» Above: The large

display at Over
Festival.

steam tug.

We have sailed
the canal length

many times and the
August Bank Holiday Monday saw
us use the full length in competition.
The idea was to guess how long to
walk your boat from the slip to the
winding hole and back. Estimates
varied from sixteen to thirty minutes,
The nearest was fifty seconds out on
his estimate of sixteen minutes.
Sailing (as in wind power) has been
much enjoyed on a Wednesday with
the scale sail boats a delight to
watch., We have also had our
fortnightly Micro Magic Racing
competitions which have seen the
ladies control the men!

¢ IT
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Wo rking with Nature seeds are formed. Each seed is attached to a
fine hair which helps with wind dispersal

The Bulrush and when fully ripe the heads disintegrate

into dense cottony fluff.
By John Chappell Most of the plant is edible. The rhizomes

(large fleshy roots) can be harvested during
winter and are highly nutritious. In spring,
when young and tender, the base of the
leaves can be eaten raw or cooked. Later, the
sheaths can be removed from the developing
flower head and cooked and eaten like corn
on the cob! In some under developed
countries the plant is used for water filtration
as it is capable of extracting poisons,
particularly arsenic, from the water. This
should be borne in mind if gathering plants
from polluted water but we thankfully have
no such problems at Oxenhall.

There is another variety of Bulrush, the
Lesser Bulrush (Typha angustifolia) that is
rarely seen. This narrower leaved variety has
its male and female flowers separated by a
section of bare stem. ¢ JC

|
|
|
|

John Chappell

The bulrush is

a familiar plant,

occurring where there

is water. It is most at

home in water about two

feet deep and the edge of the Canal at
Oxenhall makes an ideal habitat.

Also known as reedmace, the variety
pictured here is the Common Bulrush (Typha

latifolia) which h d like | ttached
Rt imepeipll Unrivalled luxu
ultimate relax

top of the stem are numerous, tightly packed,
male and female flowers forming the familiar
busby-like spike. The picture was taken after
the pollen had been shed and when the male
flowers had withered leaving a ‘rat’s tail
effect at the top. The tiny female flowers
remain in the familiar sausage shaped
section at the bottom and, once pollinated,

Unwind however you choose, and for as long as
you like, in the splendour of the Brecon Beacons
on the Menmouthshire and Brecon Canal.

To know more; 01873 858277
www.beaconparkboats.com
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ESTAMPS = ge£g

A reminder -~ we can turn stamps into
cash for the H&G CT’s Land Fund! It doesn’t
matter if they have already been used, or
if they are everyday first or second class
stamps - together we can collect enough to
raise ££££’s. Please cut the envelope leaving
approximately lem of envelope bordering
each stamp. We can raise more money
from overseas stamps, first day covers,
presentation packs and stamp albums.

Please take them to a Social Evening or
other H&G CT event — or to ™ WHaRF HOUSE.
Or send them direct 10:-

H&G Stamps, ¢/o Steve Bence,
35 Lime Road, SOUTHAM,
Warwickshire, CV47 1EQ

Thank you to all present and future
collectors - together we can make a

i |
difference! Thank you.

.%Eiﬁ naa;Jrg.uk
ww%ljﬁ_’is:e.co.uk

- B3
Visit our Websites

Have vou taken a look at:
www.h-g-canal.org.uk or

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk lately?
Both of our websites have taken on a new
look and are well worth a visit (and thank
You to those involved in the improvements
- and in maintaining the sites - a
considerable amount of work is involved).

Please support our advertisers -
SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTERS

™ Wharfinger
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ig Council of Managementl

In view of the substantial increase in the
nature and extent of the H&G CT'’s activities
the role of the CoM is being reviewed (report,
page 4 of Ed. 112 of The Wharfinger).
Recommendations will also be made for any
changes necessary so that appropriate skills,
experience and management are available to
ensure the success of major projects and to
maintain/improve all of our ‘support services'
for both members and volunteers. Issues
already identified include the need to greatly
improve communications with Site/Team
Leaders, and volunteers, and for policies and
procedures to be more readily available,

The review committee (Ralph Barber, Will
Frecknall, Wilf Jones, Janet Moult and Cliff
Penny) have been joined by Llanthony Site
Leader Paul Henshaw. Recommendations
will be made to, and debated by, the CoM in
the New Year.

Sa:lmnglsubIed at Over

H&G CT welcomes Salling4Disabled to
Over Canal Basin. More news from the Club
in the next edition.

We wush all o[ our readers
a happy, healthy Christmas ¢
and a prosperous ZOI 3

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

MONDAY 14™ JANUARY
Edition 114



Then make Braunston Brokerage
— at the heart of England'’s
waterways - your first port of call!

Established in 1988, we are
a major player in the selling
of narrowboats - new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none.

Our marina offers the fullest
range of support services.
Uniquely, we have two dry
docks on-site for surveys,

hull-blacking, repaints, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

AUNSTo
i o9

B

N

i T 0 sy

Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

For full information - including our
competitive brokerage package -
contact Tim Coghlan at:

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH

Telephone 01788 891373
Fax 01788 891436

Website: www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
Email: sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk

The Wharfinger
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Wiarit To belp)

The Canal Trust is always in need of new volunteers as our

activities continue to expand. We can normally find a use for any skill from gardeners

to first aiders, brickies to those willing to help with a shovel or pen.

com Contact dny of Uere sames TODAY!

Ralph earbu

Brick House, Westhide
Herefordsnire, HR1 3RG

Tel: (01432) 853 086

ralph barter@btinternet.com

Liz Connors
18, St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St. Nicholes,
Hereford, HR1 3BF
Tel: (01432) 880 155
lz@lzconnors, orangehome.co.uk
CHiff Penny
“Coppica”, Burley Gate,
Hereford, HR1 308
Tel: (01432) 820 856
canal@penny-ep.co.uk
Dawid
Tel: (01452) 332 900
david@thewharfnouse.co.uk

Want 2o Join)

Nigel Jefferles
Two Hellylea Ciose, Bartestree,
Hereford, HR1 4DN
Tel: (01432) 850 661
ncjefferies@talktalk.net
Wilf Jones
Tel: (01452) 413 888
wiifred.jones@homecall.co.uk
Brian Fox
Tel: (01432) 358 628
briandfox@taiktak. net
Ted Beagles
Tel: (01452) 522 648
tedbeagles@blugyonder.co.uk
Maggie Jones
Tel: (01452) 618 010
maggejones@blueyonder.co.uk

Chris High
Tel: (01568] 615 575
chris@chrishigh.plus.com

Please support our voluntary work by becoming a Member of the H&G CT.
A membership form is available online or from ™ Wrarr House.

UK Membership Rates

Paul Henshaw
Tel: (01684) 292 997
pauvlhenshawuk@yahoo.co.uk

Martyn Tilford
Tel: (01452) 790 358
martyn@tilford, free-oni ne.co.uk
Peter Moore
Tel: (01531) 820 671
Wally Thrush
Tel: (01989) 750 235
walythrush@btintemet.com
H&G Sales and Promotion
Mail Order Sales,
Janet Moult
18, Coningsby Court,
Coningsby Street,
HEREFORD, HR1 2DF
Tel: (01432) 264 366
jmoult@tiscali.co.uk

V'S|t?6u Weti?ﬂa
e

—_— E .
Anovel_ Life R

Individual £10 £2 -
et o Advertising in
Joint/Family £15 £300 - WII ﬁ
Senior Citizen £7.50 £115 arfinger
Joint Senior Citizen £10 £150 Shiow "“r;“mem;‘:::
Corporate £25 £500 from £15 per month and we will gladly

design your adverisement free of charge.
PLEASE NOTE: AS subscristions end donations ere treated as being made under Contact The Wharf House.

the Gift A scheme unless you state that you do not wish us to do this. Payment
made by Stanging Order greatly assists us and payment remains under your

cortrol. All payments to: 6, Castie Street, Hereford, HR1 2NL

Tel. 01452 332 900
ADS@h-g-canal.org.uk

Unless specifically stated cpmicns expressed are those of the
author and do not refiect the policy of the Herelordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust. As a Registerad Charity, with
cefned objectives, wa cannct endoesa the coment of any specific
product or senvices. The Trust acoepls no lisdiity for
any matter, or advertising, contained In this megazing. Reproduction
of extracts fram the magazine is welcemed provided that ful acknowt-
sdgament ks ghven,
Membership records are computerisad. Your entry & available foe
inspection # you send a SAE 10 the Membership Secretary.

Whilst we Iry 10 ensare dates are correct please verify them with
a relevant Organiser.

© 2012 Published by the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The Wharf House Company Ltd [No. 4627931] and
H & G Canal (Sales) Ltd, [No, 2710215] are part of the
Herefardshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust Ltd, group
of companies. The Hersfordshire and Glouzestershire
Canal Trust is a non-profit distributing company limited
by guarantee [No. 2704407] and is & registered charity
[No. 1010721). Registered Office: The Wharf House,
Over Canal Basin, Over, Gloucester, GL2 8DB.

Printed by Print Plus, Widemarsh Street, Herelford, HR4 SHN (01432) 272 025
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The Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal

Work started in 1792 and reached
Ledbury from Gloucester by 1798. In
1827 Steven Ballard was appointed

to oversee completion of the canal,
eventually reaching Hereford in 1845,
making this one of the last major canal
routes completed in Britain. The canal
stretched for 34 miles from the River
Severn at Gloucester, via Newenlt,
Dymock and Ledbury to the city of
Hereford, with some 22 locks and 3
tunnels. It was formally closed in 1881
to allow construction of the Ledbury to
Cloucester railway which in its turn was
closed in 1964.

The Canal Trust

The Canal Society was formed in 1983 and
in 1992 became the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust, a registered
charity. The Trust has an ordinary and
corporate membership of some 1,300
from all over the country and abroad!

Our objective is to fully restore the 34 mile
Canal, from its connection with the 2,500
mile inland waterway network at Gloucester
to the centre of Hereford. We have major
restoration sites in each county, which
together extend to some 4 miles.
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