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E.B HAYWARD & Co.L1D

Sheet Metal Work, Welding & Fabrications

We are a familv run business established over 50 vears apo, specialising
in sheet metal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titaniom, copper and brass.

® |tems can be manufactured to your own drawings or from instructions,
| ®* Quantities from 1 to 10,000.
A Sizes can range from a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.
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It has been our E"-!.,-:|t.|,|r;,- in supporting the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire

Canal Trust for over 20 years, and we will continue to work fogether in the present,
to revive the past, and secure a better futire. '

Simon Hayward: 01452 T00384, Fax 01452 700740
SHEET METAL WORKS,; ASHLEWORTH, GLOUCESTER, GL19 41)
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+ 32 years of customer centred focus, + Full hydraulic drive and hybrid propulsion
listening to needs & delivering long term options available.

value solutions, + Super silent acoustic housings, 3.5 or 5.0
« Specialists in customer advice & support  kKVA travel power & bow thruster options

at all points of a products life. availahla,

« Superb after-sales service via our « Keel cooled Generating Sets 4 to 58 kVA
network of approved engine installers and  with or without super silent acoustic
service cenires, housings.

+ Extensive range of 14 to 98 HF keel + 5 year self-service warranty®.

cooled propulsion engines with
mechanical or hydraulic gearboxes.

. « «» Our tailored solutions

R —— delivering reliability and peace of mind

www.betamarine.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1452 723492 Email: salesfbetamarine.co.uk
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Trust Business H&G
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From the desk of the Chairman

May | take this time to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Talking of the new year — WE NEED HELP - as you will see in this edition of The
Wharfinger we have a lot going on, a lot planned and to enable us to be successiul in
restoring the canal we neaed more help.

The layout editor of The Wharfinger lives up north. You will see an item on the model of
the Mewent Inclined plane — the maker also lives up narth. Your location is not necessarily
a barrier to helping us. Do you like to work in wood - we need bat and bird boxes for our
sites? We have had requests for sales material at a few visitor centres - some donation
boxes in the form of a narrow beat would be brilliant

Electronic communication. Helping us to spread the word on all social media platforms
available could be done by someone who uses LinkedIn, Instagram or Pinterest. We have
many great pictures that we could share, but we need help in getting the material cnline.

Our administration lzam neads help with sending out invoices; someaone o visit our
buildings. boats, plant and ensure we are coverad for insurance purposes. In addition, the
board would like a Minutes writer. We currently have a Trustes doing them - but it is
difficult to take minutes and partake in discussions. Our meslings are currently done on
Zoom, 5o again could be done remolely,

With the new environment laws coming we need fo up our game and understand how we
can ensure we are meating the Bio-Diversity Met Gain plans that the government is

pushing ferward. This may be something as simple as using coir roll on the offside of the
canal to give nature a start or how to consider the canal can be used as an eco-highway.

We have applied for planning permission for Malswick — this has taken a huge amount of
time and work in the background by the project team. We have also been working on a
piece of land that will enable Yarkhill to extend further towards the A4103. We would like to
get other teams up and running to take on the next projects.

Whalever you do | am sure we could find something for you to help with the Trust and the
ultimate aim of restoring the canal.

Leoking forward to 2021 - hopefully, the social evenings can start up again and we are
already scheduling the Promaotional events that the Trust will attend, and planning an Open
Weekend at Overin July.

A note - most of the articles within this Wharfinger had been created prior to the knowledge
of a new English lock down. Please keep safe.

Ralph Barber
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Buying or selling your
DREAMBOAT?

Then make Braunsion Brokerage (.r
- af the heart of England's
waterways = vour first port of call!

Established in 1988, we are
a major plaver in the selling
of narrowboats - new and
secondhand - with a
reputation for professionalism
that is second to none.

Our marina offers the fullest
range of SUpport services.
Uniguely, we have two dry
docks on-sife for surveys,

hull-blacking, repaints, sign-

writing and below waterline
repairs. Also engineering and
refit facilities.

Sell your Dreamboat
where it will be seen!

t‘h“"sro # For full information - including our

i_ competitive brokerage package -
. I

contact Tim Coghlan at:

ik -h-h-.

= : I ; Telephone 01788 891373
Fax 01788 891436

akox E-Rhe Website: www. braunstonmarina.co.uk

Email: sales@braunstonmarina.co.uk

Braunston Marina Limited, Braunston,
Nr Daventry, Northants NN11 7JH

|
"
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Over Site News H&G

. T
FProgress and Covid-19 "

It is true to say that following the almost complete shutdown of the site during the spring,
progress has been made on several of our projects during the summer. Considerable
steps forward have been made in some areas, although not all of these have yetto
translate into obvious prograss on the ground.

It is also true to say that in some areas, the rate of progress has not been as high as we
would all perhaps like - but for very good reasons. Some projects have bean hampered by
a combination of reasons,

These include the weather, and also the affects of the Coronavirus on our voluntear
numbers at the present time. Some of our members have been shielding, others having to
self-isclate as a precaution through possible contacts,

Thankfully though, none of our regular volunteers have found themselves to be positive for
Covid-19. Long may that situation continue in the future ! Working within the requirements
for Covid Safe operations brings its own challenges at times, but despite this we continue
to make progress.

Site upkeep

Generally, the site is now looking cared for and tidy, with most of the grass cut and the
canal banks trimmed. The reeds at the basin end of the canal have been cut back,
although there is still a lot of work to do to clear more reeds along Vineyard Hill,

Maintaining the water level in the canal has caused a few problems recently, due largely to
the big vanation in the level of the River Leadon, where water is extracted fo pump into the
canal. For much of the time, the level has bean very low- leaving the end of the suction
pipe out of the water,

In between, there have been a number of very high tides or bores in the River Severn,
which flood into the Leadon bringing up logs and branches. This debris then in turn gets

- tangled and fouled up with the suction pipe,
needing to be cleared when the level drops
again.

The pictuves show some of thiz debiris being removed.
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Compare the water level to that in this
picture showing whean tha bore comeas up.

Mr. Maysey repairs.

Some of the metal work repairs on the hull
have been delayed, partly dus to weather
being unsuitable for welding and also due o
demands on the Malswick team for their
expertise in getting other pieces of essential
equipment from various sites back in good working order, However, work on the cabin
rebuild has begun and replacement timber for the work has been procured, (We are now
much wiser about the minefield surrounding “Marine Plywood” )

The picture here is part of the cabin rear
bulkhead, showing the result of using a
varsion of "Marine ply” that seems to have
complied with the British Standard in name
only.

It is certainly the intention that the rebuilt
structure will have a significantly longer life.

Machinery
Our Roper ride-on mower has been a bit under the weather for a considerable time.

Following some initial work on site, it was decided that more drastic measures were
needed, and the machine was transported to Malswick.

Whilst there, the Mechanical Magicians of Malswick performed their special brand of
rmagic, with the result that the Roper is now back on site in a better condition than it has
been for a very long time.

The Water pump has also been brought back from the bank of the Leadon to be stored for
the winter and serviced ready for next year

Heritage Boats

Renton continues to operate well and is, at
the moment, the most effective means of
keeping the waterway along Vineyard Hill in a
navigable state.

After a long period of starter motor problems,
Alder is now fully functional and also being
run along the canal
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Mote - we appreciate that crew travelling
on the side deck of the boat is not
normally recommended, but social
distancing on the rear deck of Alder is not
a practical proposition

With this being the only boat on the canal,
the side deck is considered the lesser of
the evils.

Mill Barn

A considerable amount of time has been given both at Over and by members of the Board,
to developing plans for the building of a new facility. Associated with this will be the re-
location of some of the storage containers and the fuel storage tank.

There is no evidence of this on the ground at the moment, but plans are being worked on
and there are more details of this elsewhere in this edition.

Volunteers

There will ke a considerable amount of work to do in the coming months and more
voluntears will both be needed and welcomed,

We will be dalighted to hear from anyone who would like to help to maintain and develop
the present site and facilities at Over, and also hopefully to work towards extending tha
canal further towards Hereford.

Malswick Excavator H,

The Malswick excavator was due a service from the

engineering team and, on cue, it suddenly refused to start, The
usual suspects were checked (fuel, battery, stuck solenoids etc. ) to
na avail, A faulty starter motor seemed to be the maost likely culprit,

Unfortunately, the starter motor is in an extremely awkward position
and Chris Phelps spent a couple of hours hercically removing the
exhaust assembly and associated bits. A small wire from a sensor
was found dangling near the starter motor. Whan it was put back in
place the beast sprang back inte life. Some fun was then had
trying to get all the removed parts back in their rightful places,

The service was then carried out and the Kubota is once again ready for action.

Alan McBride
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EAT - DRINK - SLEEP

Acclaimed modern British and European cuisine served in a relaxed
Seven individual rooms and one family room with great facilities and
views; the perfect setting for an.array of functions.

apiwi 1 |
ns Te Wegnmetu

= THE

LOCK KEEPERS

Quote Canal 2021 for 15%off food only, from any day between the 1st Jan 2021 to the 31st

To book call 01452 332%00 or email eat@thelockkeepers.co.uk
Horseshoe Drive, Over, Gloucester, GL2 BDB
(For sat nav use GLZ 80.Z)

PRINT
PLUS

01432 272025

126 Widemarsh Street «+ Hereford HR4 9HN
F*E:«: 01432 353962 - Email: enduaniesf@prniplusherelond oo,
[l

_ tard.co. uk
WWWL DT ntplushen
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Moat Farm Trees

Al Moat Farm we have clearad many brambles
and reeds from the path of the canal, but we
have also planted many trees.

Some of the finest are the alder that Martyn
Tilford and his son George planted 6 years ago.
Alder trees thrive in damp locations as the ane in
the picture clearly shows,

During the last routine maintenance of the site
we saw a volary of long-tailed tits in this very tree
- alas no camera handy.

Mearly all of the other saplings that were

planted at around the same time ara also
growing well (mostly spindle, wild cherry

and birch).

Alan McBride

H

[; I.
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H&G member Ginny Birkett loves nature and, for

some time, has been potting up the nuts, seeds and self-
sown seedlings of local trees, found in her garden, and on
local walks.

When she got ta 100 pots, she offered the more mafture
saplings to us for planting along the canal. The Malswick
team have created a nursery bed for saplings already
collected, and Ginny brought down her first batch to be
planted in there too,

Mext autumn, they will all be ready for planting into their
final positions on the Malswick project site,

Here is Ginny with the first wheelbarrow load.

9
The Wharfinger Edition 146



TRANSPORT | BULK EXCAVATION EXCAVATORS | DUMPERS | BREAKERS
RECYCLING| STONESUPPLIES | SKIP HIRE FORKLIFTS | ATTACHMENTS | DOZERS

01452 300567 0BOOO0 155666
transport@keyway.co.uk I hire{@1stcallplant.com
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Newent Crossing H ‘G

YT

We have talked before about getting the canal across the road at Newent. We
received a number of emails after the piece about the inclined plane, mentionad in
Wharfinger 141. Different ways were proposed, considered, and refined. So, how are we
getting on?

Each of the emails received helped us to focus the salution further and whilst drawings can
help, how about a model?

Thank you to Meil Muckley for his crafting skills. A retired Design and Technology Teacher
he has created an initial model that will help us focus on the solution of getting over the
road.

Two tracks can be seen going through the station. An idea for one track is a carriage that
could be used for a café or display area — remaining static in the station. Anyone have a
spare railway carriage in the back garden and would like a new home for it?

The second track is designed for the inclined plane. Initially a passenger boat riding a
carriage — going from the canal on one side up and over and down the other and back
again.

Once the canal is open to boat traffic the carmiage will take passing boats up and aver.

In the meantime, the model is under development up north. It is great to see not just local
voluntears, but also those many miles from the canal,
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Oxenhall and Newent H.
Some progress has been made on the retaining wall by the lock and we have now
finished the concrets foundations for about 10m which is half the total length. The nest
challenge is to lay the stonework on top to finish the wall up to towpath level. Unfortunately,
the stones we will be using are very large and heavy and certainly not a job for one man or
even two to lift. A risk assessment for the job has already been done which involved the
use of a steel tripod with non-adjustable legs with a block and tackle attached but
unfortunately it proved to be too heavy and extremely difficult to raise into position over the
stone to be lifted. So on to plan B.

Richard improvised a trolley on wheels for moving the stone about site, but this proved
impraclical so on to plan C. This invalved the use of three scaffold poles clamped together
in the shape of a tripod and with one shorter leg o cope with the differing heights on the
site, It did work but was deemed not lo be safe lo use so Richard has now volunteerad to
have another altempt at a tripod - we wait with bated breath.

While these tests were underway a small section of the towpath collapsed into the canal
and neaeded urgent repairs so we have put up some temporary shuttering to stabilise it and
then fenced it off.

During this last week our job pricrities have changed again and we will have to abandon
the wall for now anyway. Readers will recall that about two years ago we had to do some
urgent work on the remains of the old railway bridge by Newent station. The bridge itself
was taken down many years ago leaving 4 stone pillars overlooking the main road. A
casual inspection had revealed that one of these pillars had been disturbed by the roots of
a frea growing adjacent to it and it was leaning towards the road. Weighing about 2 tons it
could clearly not ba left so the council safaly demolished the pillar and the offending tree
was cut down.

The three remaining pillars, which still stand overlooking the road have now been closely
inspected revealing that they are covered in ivy and there are small trees growing close by
but are not a danger. The bridge remains are now owned by the Trust and we have been
informed that we must clear all vegetation growing on and arcund them and to keep them
cleared in the future. Exactly what is involved has yet to be determined but it will probably
not be possible to do it all with volunteer labour.

Brian Fox

Yarkiill phovos by Bob Comba and Chris High - from fop

Tangle af frees - fypical af the challenges we face.

Trunk cleaned and parily winched on fe fhe iow path

Brigfly the hoat came into use

Even higeer trunk pulled from canal

Tree rigged for pulfing < premanely = i5 wirs still affached to the wild side hank |

Fiew of clearance so far

12
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Beyond Yarkhill

Last year John Kilpatrick ligised with Major Bames and,
following a site meeting, it was agreed that the Yarkhill
Team could carry out some clearance work on the
Major's stretch of canal just up from the site hut to the
road.

Initially we concentrated on getting a work access along
the tow path then a start was made removing the fallen
trees from the canal. It soon became clear that this
would involve access to the wild side so the boal was
brought into use. This approach was hard work, even if
fun, which | am not allowed to have, PS5, there were no
other volunteers for this job. | was forced o accept
Harold's offer to make us a pedestrian access down the
wild side. He started digging removing the major bumps
and filling holes and then just kept digging week after
wesk! It wasn't long before Paul joined him at this task.

Ralph and Penny Ward came back to the Team and
joined the rest of us clearing and buming the brush
whilst Rabin followed cutting and logaing up the larger
wood, [t was about this time that Matt Padden, a
professional tree surgeon joined us which greatly
assisted us with the wild side access and canal
clearance. Harold and Paul were sfill digging!

It was then time to addrass the more senous large tree
daebris in the canal. Ropes, grappling hooks and
winches came into use. The hot dry period provided a
vary low water level and easier access which enabled
considerable wood clearanca, Work continues. Flease
halp by noting and obsarving that currently there is no
public access to this part of the Yarkhill Site - Thank you.

Cheiz High

The Wharfinger Edition 146



Kymin Canal Walk H s

Well - we manageed it! -
September the 5th was a bright and sunny day,
which was fortunate as we arranged for cars to park
in Mr Clews field — but not if pouring with rain,

People parked up and then either walked the canal
at Kymin first - some carrying on up and around
Yarkhill — or they fortified themsalves first with taa
and cake in the Chairman’s garden before setting off.

The Grillo had done stering work in clearing a wider
path for walkers. Thanks to the team at Yarkhill for
making the canal look very neat and tidy.

Fortunately, a quick inspection walk down that
maorning proved useful as part of a tree had come
down the previous day on the Yarkhill section on the
‘wild side”.

A guick tidy up cleared it away in short order.

We had a good chat with all who visited = except for
the couple who weren't aware of the canal but just
happened to be passing. They parked up, went for a
walk and then sent a donation up to the garden via
another walker.

A generous donation from a member plus lea/coffes
and cake proceeds raised over £400 pounds.

Ralph and Debbiv Barber

Delicatessen and Licensed Cafe %

independant and family owned

Mestled in the centre of the historic market town of Newent
you will find a carefully chosen range of gquality foods.
Artisan cheeses, Hampers, Afternoon Teas and much more.....
Pop in and browse.

10 Church Street , Newent 01531 822940
Gloucestershire GL18 1PP www.allseasonsdeli.co.uk
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Going Back Almost 100 years - Llanthony H&G

Following on fram the asrial photographs in the Iar:l"
Wharfinger Michasl Hunt has told us about this fine
historic aerial photo of Llanthony Lock and Weir from
1928,

To view please go to Britain From Above and either
search by name or put in EPW024157. Alternatively, the
full URL is hitps:ifwww. britainfromabove.org.ukfen/
image/EPWO024157.

The s
image clearly shows the lock and its Ny
approach channels, the weir across the
rivar with the attendant foot and rail
bridges immediately upstream, along with
the overlooking lock cottage,

The Trusts digital image archive contains
a number of other archive images of
Llanthony Lock and its surroundings,
including those shown below.

The upstvean appeoach fe the lock seen fron
Hhe vailway bridge

A high aerial view
showing the former v

power station and He

aszaciated ponds fo the
.I'ulf.l'. nr..l'airl.hrlurj_'l Lack i
Fower contre, and e ;
docks o e Tower i b
right corner. o )
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After a frustrating day working on a tree stump at
Kymin, which is still not moving, the tools were put into
the wheelbarrow for the short walk back to the site
office.

All of a sudden, the wheelbarrow stops, the handler
thinking that it was a bit wood jamming it. Before the
chance to investigate, a very loud bang. The whee| had
had encugh and not just the inner tube, the tyre as weaill.
The wheel bammow now has a solid wheeal!!

Grand Holiday Draw 2020 H.

This year's Grand Holiday Draw has been very different in some ways but not in
others. The Draw took place in the Chairman’s garden and was made by canal
landowners George and rene Hicks,

The winning ticket numbers and winners were
« 02207 MrWoodyatt of Newent
» 09820 Mr Bence of Southam

+ 04148 Mrs N Gilbert of Tillington

Thanks to the generous doners of the prizes - Black Prince Marrowboat Holidays,
Droitwich Waterways(Pamela May) Trust Limited and The Lock Keepers Company and
also for the anonymous donation for the printing of the tickets.

All proceeds go to the H&G CT. Thanks to the support of our members we raised over
£1,300 despite not attending any canal events.

We look forward to starfing again next spring for a "normal year” of fundraising.

Many thanks, Janet Moult

17
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History - Over Civil War Sconce H&G

"0 TR

Adrian Smith received permission from Jon Eeles (o send in this piece to
us about the Civil War Sconce at Over,

Jon Eeles is a Gloucester born and bred resident with an avid interest in Civil War history
and gives talks as well as conducting tours of the City with a Civil War theme. |n this article
he writes about ‘Sconces' which were earthwork based defences used in the Civil War
including one at Over near the H&G Canal.

As many of our members will be aware, the City of Gloucester played a significant part in
the English Civil War from 10th August until 5th September 1643 when 1500 defenders
held out against constant attacks by 15000 Raoyalist troops until the Siege was lifted by
King Charles | due to the threat of counterattacks by other Parliamentary forces.

A fact not known by many is that Gloucestar
had two Sconces that helped defend the
City and these are quite substantial
earthwork defences, usually situated near
strategic defensible areas. They would
have housed men and women too and were
often armed with cannon at each of the four
"star” points. One of Gloucester's was just
over tha River Severn opposite the
Customs House near the Prison. Superbly
placed to contral traffic using the River and
also able to cover the approach o the West
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Gate, in turn it was close enough to the city to also be able to rely on fire support if
attacked.

Sadly, over the last 400 years the river has burst its banks many timess and the flooding has
washed it away and destroyed all trace of it. However, of interest to our members, the
other Sconce is at the back of the new houses at Over Basin, very near to the H&G Canal
at Vineyard Hill and still exists to this day.

Built and occupied by the City's Parliamentary troops, it certainly would have saw action
before the Siege. The leader of Gloucester's defending troops, Colonel Masseay, withdrew
all of his troops out of the Sconce as soon as the Siege began, leaving it to the enemy,
and it would have then been occupied by the Royalist Welsh forces. This is a fantastic bit
of Gloucester's Civil War history that still exists but be aware that it is a protected site with
very rare opporiunities to visit so please respect the local residents privacy.

Gloucester's bravary in holding cut against the Siege had a massive bearing on the result
of the Civil War because if the King had taken the City, he could have taken London in the
Autumn of 1643 and ended the Great Rabellion. This in turn could have meant that
England may have lacked its famed Parliamentary tradition and reverted to an autocratic
Maonarchy on the continental model and the whole of British history and possibly World
history would have baen very differant,

On the picture to the left (from Google Earth) you can
quite clearly see the fortification and top left and
bottom left two of the four "star points” that would
have had cannon placed in each. An artist's
impression has also been included to assist with
identification.
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Notification - Annual General Meeting 2021 H G
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire o
Canal Trust will be held at Ledbury Community Hall on Wednesday, 23 June 2021 at
7:30pm.

The formal notice of the 2021 AGM will be published on our web site as required under the
Articles 28 days prior to the above date, In accordance with the H&G CT's Articles and
Memorandum of Association, those members of the Board of Trustees who are retiring an
rotation but offering themselves for re-election do not require to be formally nominated to
san/e an additional term,

New Nominations

Mew nominations to serve on board of Trustees are Welcome. Requests for a nomination
form should be made by the person making the nomination by email agm@h-g-
canal.org.uk Mominations should be submitted in the period between 28 days and 7 days
prior to the AGM.

Proxy voting

Every member who is entitled to vole at an AGM may appoint a proxy to vole in hisfher
stead. A proxy must be someone entitled to vote at the AGM. Proxy forms are also
available via email to agm@h-g-canal.org.uk and should be completed, signed and
returnad Lo arrive at least 48 hours before the start of the AGM.

\ (4

WaterNav

WaterNav.
The waterway’s
SatNav.

o~~~
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Mill Barn H

i

We talked about aur plans for the new Mill Barn in the last edition. Here you can now
sae the initial concept drawings of what we have planned.

As you can see it will be fully accessible to all — including the shower should someaona fall
in! We expect fo be doing some tweaking on the interior but it covers all our basic needs as
a welfare block for all our Over basin users, a meeting and possible project room, and a
useful space for social events such as Over Open days,

We just have to decide where exactly it will be placed on site. Our initial plan was to have it
close under the trees, leaving a nice large open space in front next to the canal. However,
we have an interesting dilemma - a large underground sewer to contend with. Nothing is
ever straightforward is it?

Dehbie Barber
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447 A native mixed mixed hedgerow is to be
Elmled along the north-eastern site buundarﬁ
will provide a continuous green corndor wit
opportunities for shelter, foraging and nesting.
The hedgerow will also include a vanety of

native hedgerow trees,

created over the areas of —
fill from the excavation

works., Planting of

individual native trees such
as oaks will provide

additional habitat value.

ry

meadow and marginal T &
PIANtING: & visting mature cak trees to
retained within a wildflowear

View from the north looking southeastwards | meadow. Bird and bat boxes
Line of canal indicated in red. be fixed to the rees.
q\ Canal Restoration, Malswick, Newent S
- Landscape Strategy ke
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Malswick H&G

4
Ay T

The team has done it! The planning application is in. It is unlikely that we will know
the result until mid-January.

The plan shown here is a simplified version of ane of the planning application documents
and shows details of all the work that is to be done to improve the natural habit of the canal
route,

As reported in previous editions of the Wharfinger, the team have already spent several
years here working with the local landowner to create bridges for farm traffic.

Once the work is complete, we will have public access for walking along the restored
canal. We have made this a circular route of 1.2Kms with wildflower meadow and native
mixed hedgerow — this will increase the species diversity, giving an ocverall net gain of
trees, hedges, grass land and wetland. We are retaining the two existing, beautiful mature
Oak trees.

This will form a Community amenity area, accessible to walkers using the foolpath,
boaters, and for bird and wildlife enthusiasts. We believe it will be a great asset for the
area. As we further restare the canal it will create a safe walking and cyveling environment
for travelling to Gloucester and Hereford and even canosing and boating as we further
reslore the canal.

ith individual Please note during restoration the canal here will not accessible to the public,

» meadow created along
yw marging to the north of the

ing vegetation in this area is to
anaged lo restore the copse
il include an area of woodland -
Jow with native bluebells.

Community picnic area

Log piles provided as refugia for
invertebrates, reptiles and 2mall mammals.

Land to be re-graded and reslored after canal construction
is completed, Mative broad leaf woodland with woodland
edge shrub planting and shade-tolerant meadow o

riphe
periphery = Area of steep land for agricultural

. improvement during canal works.

Mew wetland area to be created

- hwith marginal planting.
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Flight - Part 2 H.
In the last edition the flight pictures finished at the entrance to Oxenhall Tunnel.

The tunneal construction of 1.24 miles, or
2000 metres, was finished in 1798,
When it was built It was the 14th longest
on the national canal system,
Fortunately, when the M50 was built it
passed safely over the top. The HAG
Dymock Canal Walk also crosses under g5
the M50 — in two different places. \
Hopefully if you do the walk you won't
find one of the underpasses flooded as |
did last winter (should that happean you
can divert along the road, cross over the
M50 and then re-join the path further
anj.

Dymock and the winding hole pool was
on the front cover of the last edition. We
carry on and get our first view of
Ledbury. The line of the canal comes in
at the bottom of the view to the right,
passing through the old Countrywide car
park.

The original line (indicated in red)
would then have swung right past
the old wharf where the Full
Pitcher pub stands, and then
follow the line of the trees through
Ledbury.

The modern line (of the restored
canal vellow) will follow the bypass
o the left, continuing north along
the line of the trees seen in the
view to the left,

Further to the north, wa get the
first view of the Ledbury Viaduct.
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After going under the viaduct, the line
of the canal passes between a serias
of poly tunnels on the route and
beyond them the line curves laft
behind Priors Court .

Cutting across a field with lines of
trees it crosses the Bromyard road,
north of the Gak Inn at Staplow,
and onwards up the picture,

 —_—
~- =

We have a great canal walk :
available starting from The P B

= i
DOak and following the sl _— e
canal, as we did on the ; 5% -’%-m
. ""’:f W

flight, with a return route
that will get you back for
a pie and pint - if you
plan your timing
corracty.

5
B
Fiar

On the walk along the

route we COme ACross an

airstrip {green) that will be interesting

when we restore the canal along this length.
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Carrying on we are on the approach to
the Ashperton tunnel - the one with a
cricket pitch abowve it!

Ashperton tunnel is 400 yds long
much shorter than Oxenhall and
currently in water. If you want more
information on this, do a search
online for Ashperton Tunnel and
you will find some further details.

Thanks again to my pilot John
Hamer and we will continue our
journey in the next edition.

Geocaching Hg
You may remember the pigce on Geocaching in last winter's Wharfinger? There, Jullah' -
Bomken said what a dream it would be to have a series of caches following the route of the
canal —well, read on.

Geocaching at Oxenhall

My name is Mike Williams and one of my hobbies is Geocaching, an internet-based
treasure hunt. It is fondly known as the hobby that uses “multi-million-dollar satellites to find
small Tupperware boxes". It all started in May 2000 when the American Government
allowed access to the then military satellite system making it available for anyone who saw
a potential use for it.

One man, Dave Ulmer, thought “If | hide a box and publish the co-ordinates on the internst;
| wander if anyones might then find it?". They did. By the end of that year Geocaching, as it
came to be known, was born. Today there are more than thres million Geocaches
worldwide with around a million Geocachers looking for them through the site of
Geocaching.com.

| discovered the game late in 2010 while perusing the internet one evening with a friend. |
realised it could combine the love of the outdoors, dog walking, discovering new locations
and a use for IT all in one application. | was bitten by the bug and to date have found in
excess of 4000 caches. Geocaches come in all shapes and sizes and come in various
guises. The simplest form is a Traditional cache which is a container you can find just with
the given co-ordinates. Then you have two types of cache that involve solving some sort of
puzzle; these are Mulli-caches and Mystery caches, These puzzles, when solved, give you
the co-ordinates for the final cache location.
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There are other types of cache beyond this too giving a variety of interest for the budding/
experienced Geocacher. Each cache page gives information to help you find your target;
size, difficulty rating, lerrain raling, a hint (somelimes) to name but some. The containers
can range in size from Micro — something as small as the end of your littls finger - to
Large. These can be a large chest or even an old telephone box as | have done. At the
very least, each container will have a log shest in it which is signed when the cache is
found. The larger containers can contain swappable trinkets of one sort or another. It is
always said that if you take something, vou should replace with an item of equal or greater
value. At the end of it all, you log each find on the corresponding cache page with a short
paragraph.

There are other aspects to geocaching which enhance the game; Trackables, Geo coins
and Events to name some, Most people cache today using their smartphone and one of
the Apps that are now available, A GPS is not so necessary these days but | prefer this
aption on a long session, And, of course, it is possible to cache using an OS5 map which is
how my wife and | first started. ... X marks the spot and hopefully the hint will help!

& racent innovation is the Adventura Lab cache which is being trialled by salected
Geocachears. These have no physical container but are a form of virtual cache. | was
fortunate enough to be given the chance to set one up and decided that the canal at
Owxenhall would be a nice spot to show fellow cachers. The Advenfure Lab (AL) cache
involves setting up five virtual locations where an answer to a question must be found.
Each guestion must be answered in sequence in order to progress through the adventura,

The stretch between the canal bridge on the lane running down from O=xenhall Church and
Ell Brook agueduct gave enough points of interest to reach five locations. | also added a
Mystery cache linked to the Adventure Lab as Geocachers do like to find a container! The
clues to the final location of this cache are hidden in the AL cache which then allow the
cacher to work out where the container is.

| spent a few weaeks pulling everything togather; that involved sourcing correct and
interesting information, taking pholos, getting accurate co-ordinates and working out the
guestions with their answers. It was then a case of developing the cache pages to go on
the internet and testing them to make sure they warked!

Finally, | asked for permission to allow these caches to be placed — probably the most
impertant part of the whole exarcise. | contacted Ralph Barber and Brian Fox and duly met
with Brian to talk things through, With their consent | was allowed to proceed and both
caches are now live and have been found, | am most grateful to all concermned in allowing
me to share this interesting place with others, The H & G website was a great source and
highly informative too, It was an interesting experience putting all this together and | hope
fellow cachers will find it enjoyable — firne will tell,

You can start caching with a basic membership which is free. For more information,
www.geocaching.com is the place to go.
Mike Williams
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Membership Subscriptions

H

g T

The Trustees have completed a review of membership subscriptions and yes you

have guessed it — subs are going up. All new members will pay the increased subs rates
on joining and we encourage all existing members to change their standing orders to the
new rates. Existing members will not be forced to pay the new higher rates, but please
please would you consider increasing yvour contribution - we need all the money we can get

for the restoration of the canall

Individuall Adult £15.00 Family/Joint £20.00 Electronic £10.00
Corporate/Company £40.00 Single Life £300.00 Family/Joint Life  £400.00
FAQ's Answer

Why the increase? We have nol increased our subscriptions since 2012

and, as we all know, costs are rising. Postage rates
have more than doubled since 2012, We also need
funds to pay, for example, towards legal services and
planning applications before we can consider moving
an to new sites, An increase in membership subs will
help, in part, towards these funds.

When will the chanaess take
effect?

Mew members will start on January 1st. Existing
members at renswal.

Why the changes to membarship
groups?

It was felt that we should not be discriminatory
betwean age groups.

What is the Electronic
Membership?

Electronic membership is a new group that supplies an
electronic version of The Wharfinger only. No printed
hard copy for people in this group of membership. You
will still have all the same member and voting rights as
the other categories. We believe that this type of
membership may be suitable for younger members.

Can | not get an Electronic
version of The Wharfinger fram
the web sita?

Yes, an electronic version is available on the wab site,
But not the latest edition. Itis always the previous
edition 1o the latest one supplied — e, a 3-month delay
in posting 1o the web site,

Can | have an electronic version
of the Wharfinger as a member
of other groups of membership?

Yes, you can, You nead to contact the Membership
Secretary and request one, You can also stop the
printed version if you wish, This will help your
membership funds go to the restoring of the canal,

If | cannot afford the increase?

We will continue to have you as a member but perhaps
you could consider transferring to the electronic
membership level to reduce our costs.

Does this not have to go before
the membership at an AGM?

Previously yves, however with the updated Articles of
Association we no longer have this requirement.

™e Wharfinger
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David Williams RIP Hy'

R r:‘;: TELs1
Earlier this year we reported the death of Elizabeth Williams and we now regret to )
announce that her husband, David has also passed away. They were both keen members
and voluntesred at Oxenhall some years ago.

Brian Fox

H&G Stamps Appeal

Yes, the Stamps Appeal is still alive and kicking (and totally
Covid-freal) so don't forget that we can turn anything
vaguely philatelic (any used and unused stamps, old
postcards, old stamp albums etc) into cash for the H&G,

With Christmas on the horizon, please remember to save all
of the stamps from your Yuletide Mail, even the commen
ones, and either hand them to Janet Moult or send them

direct to me at:
35 LIME ROAD, SOUTHAM, WARWICKSHIRE, CV47 1EQ

Thanks to your past sendings we've so far raised more than £3,500 for the Trust, so let's
try to break the £4,000 barrier during 2021.

Steve Bence

Bequests to the Trust - Thank You Hy

Ml T at

Cwer the past few months we have received a number of

donations from bequests of long term supporters of the Trust. These
bequests help greatly in funding the continuing work of restoring the
canal.

Please consider leaving the Canal Trust a beguest in your will.

GEOFFREY S
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Logs for Sale
Proceeds to Trust

H&G Canal Trust has produced a series
of walk leaflets which explore various
parts of the Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal.

STAPLOW,
WITHINGTON WHARF,
DYMOCK,
LLANTHONY LOCK,
OXENHALL and OVER BASIN

All proceeds towards the promotion and
resforation of the Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal.

More details and ordering options
available on the wehsite.

B e o e T e e e o e o oy i T i e o

Tum on AmazonSmile KEEP"‘IQ in Tﬂl,“:h
in the Amazon app to
generate donations.
n_
SIilE AMAZON co.uk 1“
t L
AmazonSmile cuslomers can now suppor
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust
in the Amazon shopping app on iPhones and The present restrictions have
Andraid phones! Simply follow these insiructions o highlighted that we have no direct
turn an AmazonSmile and start generating contact for most of our members,
donations. other than by post.
1. Openthe Amazon Shopplng app on your device We would love it if you would please
send your current email address into
2. Gointe the main menu of the Amazon Shopping our Membership Secretary
app and tap Into “Setiings’ Nigel Jefferies so we may update our

records - thank you
3. Tap 'AmazonSmilke” and follow the on-screaen

Instructions to complets the process membershi p-_’r&h -g-canal.org.uk

Pleasa help support H&G. So simple to usae if Your information will be stored securely and
yau de your shepping with Amazen. can be amended or deleted on request
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Sales and Promotion Events 2021 H&G
Fingers crossed that we may be back to some form of normality
next year. These are the events we are currently planning to attend.
Sea the Events Page on the Trust website for more details. If you
would like to come along and help at any of the events you would be
yery welcome.

5t Richards Festival,
Droitwich, Worcestershire
Held in Vines Park, right next to the restored Droitwich canal.

June 26th/27th Braunston Historic Boat Rally & Canal Festival
Braunston, Northamptonshire
Held at the marina. Wonderful cld beats in the working historic
narrowboat rally.

July 17th18th Qur Trust Open Weekend at Over Basin,
Over, Gloucestershire
Joint Opean Days with the Lock Keepers. Boat trips, stalls eto.

Aug 28th-30th IWA Festival of Water,
Perdiswell Park Worcester,
Bank Holiday weekend of fun by the Worcester & Birmingham Canal.

Sept 11th Newent Onion Fayre,
Neweant, Gloucestershire
World-Famous annual street festival, celebrating the onion.

Mow 13th Winter Fayre, Newent, Gloucestershire
Our own local winter fayre.
Social Evenings at The Royal Oak 2021 H.
Ve are desperate to re-start our social evenings so that we can
Monithly ) . . .
Sacial meet up with old friends and be entertained by a variety of speakers.
Evenin
at the Royal OnI.K. As it is still uncertain as to whether gatherings will be allowed at the
Much Marcle beginning of the year, | have not confirmed any speakers so please

check the website or give me a ring on 01432 264366 a few days
before the 3rd Tuesday in the month.

In the meantime — keep safe and take care.

Janet Moult

Kh
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Newent Business Park

newent Newent, Gloucestershire GL18 1HP

Tel: 01 Eﬁ‘:aﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂ"l 1
auto ~ momsmecu,
Centre Mon-Fri Bam-6pm Sat Bam-4pm

Complete Car Care
designed for you
and your car

MOT TEST CENTRE
Maotorsycles CarsVans/ Commercials
Ciax 1°2 Mator Hamet Chaga 7
=7 Class 4 (]
Lo

Modern cars = Modern problems FREE RE-TEST

Advanced Diasgnostics
e ; FULL SERVICE & REPAIR FACILITIES
raking
X For all your
SRS dirbag Fauls ot An
PR A TYRES EXHAUST OIL FILTER [t by pned
Climate Contro Large Slocks * Free Filling = (=L Ll el Bl for honest personal
Rachargs & Sorvice Lowest Prices Bakl Prices Plus much mor advice
SPECIALIST ENGINE MACHINING AND REBUILD SERVICE

+ g
o g L

,»" >y
- 4 LAl ay

B s WESTLED kW THE HEART ltEnﬁ-u FrT ———

oF FAR rm WH!L'I‘CHH HILLE, Aﬂﬁ ARD FRI
] nu:n:;.'l:m' 'rn-.l.l:uw-n CREC HMIEE ;ng -uﬁr POUIR L1F
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B COUNTHY IMN DATING BACH TS THE ‘“'I-'ﬂ- OaE Ism cam
BE FOUND & MERE TWO MILES NORTH OF LEDEURY. THERE ARE
TWO COIT BAR AND DINING AREAT WITH LOG FINER, FLASETOMNE
e FLOGAS AMD GLORIONS LD CAH BEA NS CECORATED e
J* ' '—j"--'i.'Tp TRADMTIGRALLY WITH LOGAL HOPS. THE INFORMAL FESTAURANT
SFFERE A VARIED NEMU GEVEN DAYE A WEER.

N T Dl b Deiichess. ISl om 28 foces on the Trasiest locally-sousted
Ingrudients from the higheet quality hoeod prochuoers and sustalnable fcheres.
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)}“| Gloucester & District Model Boat Club

David Exell reports...

Wea cannot claim to have beaten the weeds this summer, more an uneasy truce, but at
least one of the winter pleasures is that the stuff dies down and allows us pleasanter and
less propeller jamming boating. Your scribe has given up fighting the weed with his latest
boat which will ba, when built, paddle driven.

We are slowly building up sailing members at Over as members have drifted back to
sailing, also now that we have four days a week when we sail and the booking systemn
working quite well, We do have to, these are the rules, and we have to obey them which
fortunately the vast majority do so. We are also gaining new members, which is the sign of
a healthy club, and getting enthusiastic support from young members.

We weed the basin quite well, howsver the rest of the Canal al Over needs a good
weeding including removing the mass of bulrushes that are rapidly working their way
across the Canal fram the Vineyard Hill side.

Whilst we have to book a time, we will be sailing at Over
basin on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday morning
& afternoons (weather permitting). You should find
somebody sailing between 10,00am and 4.00pm, The
Club members will be pleased to talk to you about their
models and the Club, (But please keep your distance!)
The photograph is of Beb s fouwr Hon Treasweer 51 Swilmmwagen - fully

el o 1 can Teraenech itxelf from the slipway and also recover iself)
(Phato Geoffrey Anthany)

Members’ have models of all descriptions including amphibious craft, the best time (o come
is after lunch from 2.00pm - yachis are very popular.

Chairman. Ted Tedalds

Wharfinger — electronic version HS‘C
A J

If you would like to receive a digital version of The Wharfinger — whather instead of a”': o
paper copy of as an addition - please let Nigel know, Details on the Inside Back Cover,
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2 EVERYTHING
= CANAL BOATS

FOR ALL OF YOUR BOATING NEEDS

WE ARE BASED AT ZETE&“&’LT“
14 MARINAS Y

¢ Holiday Cottages
AROUND THE UK e caravan Parks

AND OFFER THE ¢ Chandlery
FOLLOWING ¢ Boat Maintenance & Repairs

SERVICES e Marina Services
® Boat Sales

¢ Boat Management
* Moorings
* Boat Building

FIND OUT MORE

Go to our website for full
details of our services across
all areas of our business.

» www.everythingcanalboats.com
® Call us: 0330 333 0595

B [ I Qe ne
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Sailing4Disabled / Rowing Pirates

Hello everyone.,

Asg those who freguent Over Wharf will have noticed we (Sailing4Disabled/RowingFirates)
are not operating during this troubled time of Covid19. We had to make the sad choice not
to operate and place the boats in mothballs {reducing the insurance) for the foresesable
future due to the lack of regular clients.

The groups that make a donation to our cause have had to close and now operate for the
time being via "Zoom". Now as the younger readers will know this would not work in
sailing. Although that is good for social distancing, this would not bring in the amount of
funds that we need to keep us with our heads above water!

So, all | can say is sorry o those who miss aul on my cakes and bantsr from volunteers.
May I, on behalf of us all at S4D/RP hope you all remain safe, wash your hands, wear the
face mask and like "zoom™ keep your distance.

Have as enjoyable a Christmas as possible.

Peie fLong Gone Silver) Peie RWE

Site Days

Regular Volunteer Work Parties

G

Due to the Coronavirus situation, at the time of going to print limited volunteer working is

taking place on site until further notice.

Tuesdays
Malswick

Robeart Haigham
malswicki@h-g-canal.org.uk

Cxenhalll Newent Station

Brian Fox 01432 358 628,
oxenhall@h-g-canal.org.uk

Wednesdays
Cwver BasinMVineyard Hill

Andy Fowler
overbasin@h-g-canal.org.uk

The Wharfinger

Thursdays
Yarkhill

Chris High 01568 615 575
yarkhill@h-g-canal.org.uk

Ad Hoc
Heraford Roving Team

John Pritchard 01432 272972
hereford@h-g-canal .org.uk

Koymin
Ralph Barber 01432 853 086
kymin@h-g-canal org.uk
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AMHDROMNICAS

KITCHEN

BEREAKFAST
MORNING COFFEE E _
LUNCHTIME MENU b A,

AFTERNOON TEA SUNDAY LUNCH

(SUNDAY LUNCH
EVENING MENU > VEGETARIAN
SPECIALS BOARD

Advertisers supporting The Wharfinger H.

As ever. we are grateful for their support, without which publication of
The Wharfinger would not be possible.

Advertisers supporting the Trust in this edition are;

E B Hayward & Co Moat Contracting

Beta Marine Water Nav

Braunston Brokerage Geoffrey Urch Garden Services
PrintPlus Mewent Auto Centre

The Lock Keepers Oak Inn at Staplow

KeyWay Everything Canal Boats

All Seasons Deli Red Lion Inn

For information on advertising in The Wharfinger,
please get in touch with Ginny Birkelt - see opposite page for contact details,
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Contact Details

Chair - Ralph Barber

01432 853086 chairman@h-g-canal.org.uk

Land and Environment
landandenvirenmentd@h-g-canal,org.uk

Finance — Philip Marshall
01452 760301 finance@h-g-canal.org.uk

Projects — Eamonn MocGurk, Tony Sellwood
projectsi@h-g-canal.org.uk

Health and Safety - Ed Halps
07767 897861 healthsafetydh-g-canal.org.uk

Membership Sec - Nigel Jefferies
Twio Hollylea Close, Bartestree, Hereford, HR1 40N
01432 B50661 membershipdh-g-canal.org.uk

Mail Order Sales — Janet Moult 01432 264366
18 Coningsby Court, Coningsby Street, Hereford
HR1 2DF mailerdend h-g-canal. org.uk

Wharfinger Editor - Nick Dymuott
01422 B47494 editor@h-g-canal.org.uk

Advertising - Ginny Birkett
01531 820345 ads@h-g-canal.org.uk

Restoration & Maintenance
maintenancedh-g-canal.org.uk

Over Site Leader - Andy Fowler
overbasin@h-g-canal.org.uk

Oxenhall Site Leader - Brian Fox
01432 358628 oxenhall@h-g-canal ong.uk

Malswick Site Leader - Robert Heigham
01452 790498 malswick@h-g-canal.org.uk

Yarkhill Site Leader - Chris High
01568 615575 yarkhill@h-g-canal.org.uk

Kymin East Site Leader - Ralph Barber
01432 853086 kymineastilh-g-canal.org.uk

Hy
Hereford Team - John Pritchard =~ %"
01432 272 972 hereford@h-g-canal.org.uk

General enquiries -
infermation@h-g-canal.org. uk
& Castle Street, Hereford HR1 2NL

Want 1o Help?

The Canal Trust is always in naad of new
valuntaars as our activities continue to
expand. We can normally find a use for any
skill from gardenears to first aidars, brickies lo
those willing to help with a shovel, pen or
laptop.

Tha H&G CT also welcomes affers of gifts of

good quality used toals and machinery from
those who na longer need or cannot usa it.

Want 10 Jain?

Pleage supporl our valuniary work by becoming a
Member of the HEGCT. A membership form is

available online or from our Membarship Secretary.
H&G CT New UK Membership Rates

Annual Life
Individual E15,0:0 £300,00
JainbFamily E20.00 £400.00
Elactronic E10.00 -
Caorporate £40.00 -

PLEASE NOTE: All subscripliors and donaions are as
baing mada undar tha G Ald schame unkass you state
that you do not wish 1S 1o do this. Payment made by
Standing Order graathy assisls us and paymenl remaing
undar your control. Al peymeants pleasa o
H&G CT, & Casta Strent, Herafard, HR1 2ML

VL:H Q) WM:

www.h-g-canal.org.uk

Unless specifically stated opinions axpresssd are those of the author and da nat necessarily reflect the policy of the Herefordshine St
Gloucastershire Canal Trust, A5 a Registarad Chanty, with defined objeciivas, we cannol endarse the content of any spacific
afvarlizament, product or services. The Trust accepls nd lisbiity 1or any matter, or advenising contained in this majazine. Reprsdection
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Ourobjective is to rebuild

the 34 mile Canal linking the centre of

Hereford to Gloucester and its connection with
the 2,500 mile inland waterway network. We have
major restoration sites in each county, together
extending to some 4 miles. The intention is to provide a
financially sustainable independent Canal which does not
require regular financial support from public bodies for its
future operation and maintenance.

The H&G Canal Trust

The Canal Society, formed in 1983, became the

Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust, a registered ?P,g
charity, in 1992, It has an ordinary and corporate G
membership appreaching 1,400, here and abroad, L™
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Work started in 1792 reaching Ledbury from o e of el ) i
Gloucester by 1798, In 1827 Steven Ballard was =
appointed to overses the Canal's s Bk 2 1.'%?;1'“
completion, which reached Hereford in J oxenha 1 s 4
1845; this was one of the last major canal B 7 it
routes completed in Britain, The Canal | Newent % eraipsLock |
stretched from the River Severn at Gloucester, EnBook |
via Mewent, Dymock and Ledbury to Hereford, using Malswick |
22 locks and 3 tunnels. It was closed in 1881 to mm?ﬁﬂtﬁ
allow construction of the Ledbury-Gloucester ﬂﬂ“ﬁ:ﬁ 1
railway which in turn closed in 1964. S E _
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