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WHO DOES WHAT ...

VICE PRESIDENT R. E. Barnes TD
CHAIRMAN Cliff Penny

VICE CHAIRMAN Mike Potts
TREASURER Liz Connors

MINUTES SECRETARY Nigel Jefferies
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Gwyn (“Steve”) Stephens

RESTORATION GROUP
Brian Fox, Mike Potts, lan Reid

SOCIAL EVENTS

Tony Austin-Bailey
PRESS OFFICER

Nigel Jefferies
SALES

David Penny

THE WHARFINGER
Cliff Penny, David Penny

HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST
James Dunn, Nigel Jefferies

IWA / WATERWAYS LIAISON
Graham Ettles

COMMITTEE MEMBERS [in addition to those listed above]
Derek Gray, Stephen Fitzmaurice, Karen McKay

For addresses and/or telephone numbers please see
CONTACTS on the inside of the back cover.

HONORARY POSTS:-
SOLICITOR Sue Newbould
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER Ron Munden

Printing of The Wharfinger

me has been kindly sponsored
(. by Midlands Electricity plc.

. g @ We greatly appreciate this support for
Mldla ndS EIGthICIty plC | our voluntary work which is intended to
be for the long-term benefit of the

community - thank you.




CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

LAUNCH AT AGM

The Charitable Trust will, at last, be formally launched at our AGM -
to be held on Thursday 30th April in Ledbury. As regular readers
will be aware the Inland Waterways Association have funded the
legal costs of the Trust formation. In view of the lengthy procedure
involved and the many queries raised (at times I was beginning to
think that we were the first Canal Trust ever formed!) this
represents a significant financial commitment - thank you IWA.
The separate Trading Company should also be born then (a
requirement of the Charity Commission) - with the costs being met
from our own funds. [AGM details see page 12, Trust sce page 1]

This is a major step forward for the Canal Society (which will be
formally “wound up”, and all the assets transferred to the Trust, at
the AGM). The need for the Charitable Status was highlighted at
one of our Local Authority liaison meetings in 1989 - the advice was
that the Local Authorities would be better placed to grant aid a
formally constituted (and regulated) Charity. Unfortunately the
formation has come at a time when Local Authority finances are
particularly stretched and this reason unfortunately assumes far less
significance (at present) than it did originally.

The formation of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Trust will, however, mark a major step in our progress; above all else
our Charitable constitution (and the strict regulation that comes
with it) should enhance still further our credibility with the general
public, local and national businesses, and public bodies. Equally
importantly it presents an opportunity for local and national
businesses to support us in a tax efficient manner; our ordinary
Members are also requested, please, to substantially increase our
income by Covenanting their subscriptions - it will not cost YOU
any more, the liability of the Covenant is notional and the
reclaimed tax will be put to excellent use! [Details on page 22.]

MIDLANDS ELECTRICITY PLC.

1am delighted to report that Midlands Electricity plc. have agreed
to print The Wharfinger throughout 1992. This sponsorship, from
Regional Headquarters, is greatly appreciated and demonstrates
support for our professional approach to the voluntary work which
is, after all, ultimately intended to be for the benefit of the whole
community. My particular thanks to John James (from the
Shrewsbury District Offices) who successfully negotiated this on our

behalf. [See also page 24.] I —
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS . . . (ii)
UK2000/CIVIC TRUST - HEREFORD AND WORCESTER CC

Having shown representatives of UK2000 parts of the Canal last
year we have been successful in obtaining an £800 grant towards the
costs of spoil removal at Crews Pitch (with encouragement to submit
additional grant aid applications). This follows a grant of £1,000,
secured in the latter part of last year, from Hereford and
Worcester County Council/Countryside Commission for other work
in the Monkhide area. At a time when other sources of funding are
becoming difficult (to say the least) this modest - but much
appreciated assistance - is most welcome.

INFLATION

How many letters have you read from various organisations lately
explaining that, with regret, they have (yet again) no option other
than to increase their charges to you? Many go on to explain that
they are “holding down” the increase to the bare minimum.
Certainly, over the past couple of years, there are very few things
that have not increased in cost. Well, the good news is that (yet
again) your Canal Society has NOT increased the subscriptions!

WHICH ARE YOU?

It doesn’t matter if you cannot (or don’t want to) shovel some muck -
but we appreciate those who do; it doesn’t matter if you cannot (or
don’t want to) write an article for The Wharfinger - but we
appreciate those who do; it doesn’t matter if you cannot attend any
meetings - but we appreciate those who do; it doesn’t matter if you
don’t want to serve on a committee - but we appreciate those who do;
it doesn’t matter where you live - our Members live all over the
country, not just locally; what really matters is YOUR support by
way of Membership!

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS

Under our current Constitution ALL Membership renewals (apart
from new Members who joined after Ist January 1992) are due on the
Ist April 1992. Last year we had to spend nearly £50 on postage and
envelopes sending out “reminders” - PLEASE show your continued
support by renewing as soon as possible - why not do it NOW and
help us to keep our subscriptions low. Please don’t forget to
Covenant the payment! [ FREE PROMPT PAYERS DRAW - see page 22.]

Cliff Penny, Chairman/Liaison Officer
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NICE FOR THE NINE

By elda West

The Society’s Christmas Dinner, on
Friday 6th December 1991, was a most
civilised affair as well as a
gastronomic delight.

Due to the thick mist, winter darkness,
and premature sign posting of the
turning, we drove first into a cul-de-
sac of houses before following the
correct lane into Colwall. Being on
unfamiliar territory and caught
out by the sprawling nature of
the village, we pulled up at
the first pub with a friendly
air about it to seek
directions. Expecting to
be diverted along some
obscure track into the
countryside, it was a
relief to hear that our
destination was (isn't it
always the case?) but 200
yards further on.

The Colwall Park Hotel

appeared equally welcoming, a
grand  black-and-white  building
standing proud and promising warmth
aglow in its yellow floodlighting.
Indeed, there was a warm welcome in
store, in the form of the first round of
drinks compliments of the owners, Mr.
and Mrs. Frost. This was to be the
first of many fine touches which made
the whole evening the real treat it was.

The hotel boasts Three Stars and
Four Crowns, but the service was
undoubtedly Five Star that night. The
Manager took our coats, noted our
choice from the menu and was very
soon escorting us to the dining room.

In calm and cosy surroundings, we
commenced on the festive fare.
Beautifully presented Avocado, a fan

of green on red sauce, was served as a
starter in Christmas colours, with the
option of a warming and reportedly
delicious beef and tomato soup. It
seemed almost everybody selected
roast pheasant for the main course,
with myself an obvious exception
indulging in my specially requested
vegetarian choice of a splendid nut
roast. Eating this aroused true melt-
in-the-mouth sensations and the
accompanying homemade
tomato sauce completed the
perfect blend of flavour
and texture. After a
lifetime of meals spent
chomping on heavy,
thick, earthy-tasting nut
concoctions, the Colwall
chef went straight to the
top of the expertise
ratings for mel Everybody
else appeared to enjoy
their meal equally and there
was much praise in addition
for the superbly cooked and
plentiful vegetables.

Conversation and wine flowed,
desserts were selected and further
raptures over the quality of the food
were soon to follow. Many chose
meringue and sorbet nests and one
seasonal soul found room for the
Christmas pudding.  Others were
escorted to taste bud heaven in the
company of the homemade ice-cream.
Milk and honey was a real option here
for some, but for myself it was an
unconscious decision for nuts again in
the form of the praline variety. This
was no scoop-of-vanilla excuse for a
sweet, but a real toffee-nutty-creamy
glassful which was more of a life
experience than a mere third course

on a menu. continued on page 4
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NICE FOR THE NINE .

After the luxury of real cream in the
ice-cream, which is oddly such a rarity
these days, it was a relief to discover
that the genuine article was also on
offer alongside the coffee which
awaited us in the retreat of the bar.
Soft seats and room to spread eased
that sore but satisfying sensation of a
stomach amply filled. There was more
conversation, the relaxing puff of a
cigar for some, drinks all round yet
again from the obliging Roger
Conners (thank you Roger!/) and
coffee replenished by the potful.

Yes, a most civilised evening indeed,
even incorporating the obligatory
Toast amidst the gastronomic
delights, proposed by Robert Barnes,

. continued

to Stephen Ballard, but for whose
contribution towards the original
completion of the Canal, we should
have had no reason to be gathered for
such a marvellous Christmas meal.

Friendly and helpful to the last, as was
everybody we encountered at the
Colwall Park, the Manager was
imparting to me the secrets behind the
Hotel’s double-whipped ice-cream even
as we were being escorted to the door
on the way home.

Those are secrets very few Members of
the Society have had the chance to
learn. Most missed out on the entire
event, ice-cream secrets and all. But
it was extremely Nice for the Nine.

£d. Next year let’s try and get into double figures . .
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IN THE NEWS

The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society has been very much in fhe
news lately ! Late last year the Hereford
Times, in it's Timesman's Diary . proved that
our newsletter is read, as they kindly
reported our plea (from the last edition) for
experienced excavator drivers which
resulted in two volunteers -fhank

you. However it Is the main
Gloucestershire restoration
site, and our “biggest ever”
social event, that have
been catching many of the
headlines in 19921

“Waterway fo spend the
weekend!” was one of the -

banner headiines in The

(Gloucester) Citizen early in November., A
full page spread, and many photographs,
reported on one of our regular Sunday work
partles - “7he enthusiasfs do the spade
work, digging in the spirif of the Navigators,
the navvies who began the cut nearly ftwo
hundred years ago“.

Thanks to the publicity efforts of Dymock
Member Chris Clark all of the local papers, in

both counties, reported the plans for our
January soclal event (as did the local radio
stations - see page 7). *Unique cine film of
lost tunnel frp fo be shown” sald The
Citizen. A week later a typical press report
was headed “Canal fans” cars jom roads
info villoge” | “Such Ik the Interest and
excifement about the Soclely’s ongoing

restoration project. Dymock nearly
ground fo a halt* was how one of the
papers summed it all up.

~=%. A word of caution crept in fo
the latest report from the
county ‘“Profect canal bafs
warning * was the headline In
anticipation of our regular
first Sunday in the month February Work
Party on the approach to Oxenhall Tunnel,
However, as the same report suggested that
we would be mustering “several hundred
people” (Ed. would pou call 15 several
hundred ?) the accuracy of the bat report
must also be questionable. Our star speaker
at the January talk, explorer Bob Simpson, Is
quoted as saying “/f there were bafs in
there it is so damp they would have french
foot* |

il w



COMMITTEE MATTERS

Three Committee Meetings are reviewed by our Chairman in order that
our Members and supporters are kept up to date...

NOVEMBER COMMITTEE

[ The first Draft Restoration Briefs - forming an Appendix to
individual Land Owner Agreements - were approved for discussion with
the relevant land owners.

L H P Bulmer Limited had agreed to print the Winter edition
of The Wharfinger in order to give the Society time to find a longer-
term sponsor. The Committee welcomed the support from this major
local Company.

& The Chairman confirmed that he had written to the
Gloucestershire Nature Trust offering a site meeting in response to their
detailed survey of the main Gloucestershire restoration site.

B It was agreed that the Canal Society should subscribe to the
Waterways Liaison Service.

m The initial requests for Local Authority funding had now
been made in respect of the Technical Liaison Officer appointment.

= After a delay of many months Forest of Dean District
Council had responded to the Plant Fund Appeal stating that they were
unable to contribute on this occasion.

L The Vice President and Chairman reported on their recent
attendance at a meeting of the Yarkhill Parish Council [the main
Herefordshire restoration site lies in this Parish]. Our plans for the area

were outlined and the response was generally supportive.

] The Chairman reported a telephone
conversation that could result in the Canal Society
obtaining a small dredger.

B The Hereford and Worcester Rural
Development Area Strategy Committee’s Project
Officer had recently met with members of the

Restoration Team, and some Committee
Members, to explain how they might be able
to assist in respect of grant aid - not

necessarily from the RDA funds. This initiative was greatly appreciated.

| A report was received from the Vice Chairman in respect of
the recent Southern Canals meeting.

| It was agreed to book four caravan pitches for the 1992
Natiqnal Waterways Festival at Wakefield for use by Members manning
our display. continued on page 6

>




COMMITTEE MATTERS . . . (ii)

™ Arrangements for the
formation of a sub-committee
dedicated to arranging the Open
Weekend at Crew’s Pitch at the end
of May were agreed. Mr. Basil
Frost (owner of Colwall Park Hotel
- one of our Corporate Members)
had agreed to serve on the sub-

committee; this was warmly
welcomed.
| Excellent attendances

and progress were reported in
respect of Canal Society working
parties at both of the main
restoration sites. [See page 14.]

| With regret the
Committee decided not to nominate
a site for the March national
“Waterway Clean Up” campaign as
there was no suitable site on the
Canal.

| A  productive and
amicable site meeting had taken
place with the Leadon Valley
Electric Railway Association in
respect of a joint route protection
initiative in the Dymock area.

DECEMBER COMMITTEE

l Draft arrangements for
the separate Trading Company,
that would be set up as a subsidiary
of the Charitable Trust, were
agreed.

| Extensive liaison in
respect of future Sponsorship for
the printing of The Wharfinger

had been undertaken - so far
without success.
| Initial responses from

the Local Authorities in respect of
the Technical Liaison Officer were

reported. continued on page 16

MICHAEL STIMPSON
and ASSOCIATES

SPECIALISTS IN INLAND
MARINE INSURANCE

Corporate Members of the
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal Society.

NARROW BOATS

Cover including personal effects with a
no claims bonus of up to 40%, a choice
of excesses on own damage claims and
no excess on third party claims. Private
Pleasure, Residential, and Commercial -
no increased premiums for vintage
craft.

CRUISERS

Our latest policy for canal cruisers with
20% no claims bonus after only two
years including cover for personal
effects and also for trailers if required.

HOUSEBOATS

In addition to the boat itself, we are
able to provide cover for Mooring
Liability, Replacement as New Contents
Cover, Personal Liability, All Risks etc,

LEGAL PROTECTION

All our policies have the option of
Legal Protection cover and arc backed
by a Major British Insurance Company.
Commercial covers and boatyards,
marine enginecers, surveyors,
boatbuilders and repairers.

Perfuaps we should be talking !

Write or telephone (9.30-6.30) now for
details:-

149a High Street,
Rickmansworth, Herts.
WD3 1AR

Tel: (0923) 770425 & 770255
\ FAX: 721559 //'
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8 Hours = 15 Minutes !

It was about 8.30pm on Thursday evening when the Chairman's
telephone rang . . . “hello Cliff, it's John Warburton of BBC Hereford and
Worcester; we would like to interview you regarding next week’s talk
about the Canal in the Dymock and Newent area - especially about the
feature on the Oxenhall Tunnel. [ would like to interview you walking
through a tunnel please...”

By now our regular readers should know that we don't have any problems
only challenges ! However, anyone who knows the Canal will be aware
that it would be exceedingly foolhardy to attempt to enter the 2,109 yard
long Oxenhall Tunnel (a point that was stressed at the talk). Our two
shorter tunnels - Aylestone at Hereford and that at Ashperton (also
referred to as Walsopthorne Tunnel) both have a towpath ~ about 3ft.
below the current water level ! So that was the Society’s “challenge of
the week” - arrange a radio interview in a flooded tunnel without taking
excessive risks - and within 48 hours !

A few minutes evaluation of options and Ashperton was shortlisted.
The Gloucester end portal is situated in a deep cutting running through
the garden of Canal Society Member Michael Peach; fortunately he was
at home (he restored, from total dereliction, Tunnel Cottage) and a quick
telephone call resulted in his ready agreement to our gaining access.
Committee Member Nigel Jefferies was known to have taken a canoe
through the Tunnel some years ago, so he was the next contact - did he
think it viable ? “Yes, as long as the water has not risen a lot higher; as
long as the steps (constructed by one of our Workparties a couple of years
ago to gain access down the 50ft. deep cutting) are still negotiable - and
by the way I no longer have a canoe "

By this time our Chairman was beginning to wonder if this was a radio
interview that should really have been delegated to someone else ! Was it
such a good idea to take John Warburton, plus technical equipment,
60/70ft. below Ashperton Cricket Pitch in a canoe ? Perhaps we should
call it off ? That could lose us the support of the Sony Award winning
local radio station - with the largest listening figures in the two
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8 HOURS = 15 MINUTES... continued

counties after Radio 1 - AND we were scheduled to go out on the peak
listening John Taynton Sunday Morning Show (over 200,000 listeners).

Nigel 'phoned back - “.. a neighbour has a sea-going, 4 man Avon
inflatable dinghy and we can borrow it.” Cliff borrows four life jackets,
safety helmets, and powerful torches from Welsh Water - all systems go ?

The next day the Chairman telephones BBC Hereford and Worcester to
confirm that we could proceed with the interview ~ not walking through
a tunnel but going through in a boat. Within minutes the weekend
radio programme “trails” were saying that the Sunday Show with John
Taynton was “going underground” - even the early morning religious
programme mentioned it !

Interview morning dawns; the dinghy will be inflated in Nigel's front
garden and transported on Cliff's roof rack as the site is so confined.
The dinghy owner is in London, but the simple instructions are followed
by Nigel to the letter - and the thing will NOT inflate ! A visit to
Hereford Fire Station (they have an emergency rescue dinghy and offered
to try and inflate ours) and to the Sub Aqua Club (all out) still leave us
with a very flat dinghy; lots more advance publicity on the radio and the
interview time only a few hours away and we are not even on site ! Cliff
telephones the SAS (yes, really - he's always adding to his list of useful
telephone numbers 1), can they loan us a four man dinghy ? “Probably,
but it will take a little while to get authorisation...”

Nigel's neighbour turns up with a small portable compressor and within
minutes (after hours by other methods) the dinghy is inflated [Ed. Ideas
as to what we were doing wrong on a postcard !/ and off we go to site.

Fortunately, the steps still served their purpose and we quickly got the
dinghy to the mouth of the tunnel. Water level was well above the
original level, some 3 ft. above the towpath, but still leaving nearly 5 ft.
of headroom. Having carefully checked that there was daylight at the
far end of the 400 yard long tunnel (to ensure good ventilation),
lifejackets and safety helmets were donned, and the crew carefully
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8 HOURS = 15 MINUTES. . . continued

paddled the Chairman into the dark unknown in a trial run that, in
terms of an exercise in co-ordination by the two paddlers, proved to be
valuable. All the bouncing off the walls (and even turning round to face
the other way when we didnt want to) luckily took place before the
interview !

John Warburton arrived as planned and, perhaps fortunately, oblivious to
the fact that we had possessed a very flat inflatable until only an hour
carlier ! After a brief interview, as he and Cliff descended the steep steps
down to the Tunnel, John Taynton played a few records whilst we kitted
John Warburton up in his safety gear. Part two saw us safely into the
boat, and our two crew made a splendid effort in propelling John and
Cliff, plus the radio gear, into the Tunnel as the interview continued.
This is where Cliff and John disagreed over what was forming from the
roof and sides of the Tunnel - stalagmites said John - stalactites said
Cliff (some 15/16 inches long). Back to the studio whilst a further 300
yards were covered - and the other John said our Chairman was right -

140" .l
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ASHPERTON (OR WALSOPTHORNE) TUNNEL

Diagram reproduced from the Herefordshire Archaeological News
(Woolhope Club), No.29, 1975
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