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WHO DOES WHAT...

VICE PRESIDENT R. E. Barnes TD

CHAIRMAN Cliff Penny

VICE CHAIRMAN Mike Potts

TREASURER Liz Connors

MINUTES SECRETARY Nigel Jefferles

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Roger Morgan

RESTORATION GROUP Brian Fox, Mike Potts, /Jan Reid
SOCIAL EVENTS Tony Austin-Bailey, S Fitzmaurice
PRESS OFFICER Nigel Jefferles

FUNDRAISING David Penny

THE WHARFINGER Cliff Penny, David Penny
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST James Dunn, Nigel Jefferies
IWA/WATERWAYS LIAISON Graham Ettles, Ken Goodwin

COMMITTEE MEMBERS [in addition to those listed above]
Derek Gray, Karen McKay

Those Council of Management Members in italics above are not Directors

THE TRADING COMPANY .7/ & DONATING ALL PROFITS
H & G CANAL [SALES] G’ 8 TO THE CANAL TRUST

David Penny; Liz Connors; Karen Mckay; Cliff Penny

For addresses and/or telephone numbers please see
CONTACTS on the inside of the back cover.
SOLICITOR Sue Newbould

HECIORNRY TO5I0:- STRUCTURAL ENGINEER Ron Munden

Printing of The Wharfinger

E has been kindly sponsored
= by Midlands Electricity plc.

Md| d El by o | We greatly appreciate this support for
c our voluntary work which is intended to
\dlands eCtﬂCltY P be for the long-term benefit of the
community - thank you.




CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

WELCOME TO THE TRUST !

On behalf of the Managing Council of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust I should like to welcome you, most
sincerely, to our new organisaiion.

I must stress that the formation of the Trust does not mean an
instant change in everything we do. However, there are some things
that have to be changed (to comply with the law) and there are
others that aeed changing if we are to improve our organisation. In
this latter respect things will not happen instantly but I hope you
will see some gradual changes that will be of long term benefit.

THE PAST

When the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Society was
formed, in May 1983, few people in the Red Cross Hall in Hereford
would have anticipated the progress that has been made in respect
of promoting the mere presence of the Canal - both locally and
nationally. | suspect none considered full restoration to be a
realistic objective. Not everyone who attended joined - including
the writer! Very few would have visualised the near-restored Crews
Pitch length as it is today, with the Skew Bridge spanning - once
more - the shimmering waters of a six foot deep Canal (#o Jonger
a2 muddy and unkempt ditch). Who would have visualised regular
work parties in both Counties - and a waiting list of sites?

THE FUTURE

So the Canal Trust has been launched with what must be an air of
optimism - even though businesses of all shapes and sizes are
finding life particularly difficult at present. However some will say
that the rate of progress has been too slow (I would agree!) and that
we face daunting obstacles (yet again I agree!). There are also some
-things where we need to do better. So why the optimism? Because
we have started to develop a successful organisation that is
flourishing in spite of the so called difficult times. What, in 1983,
was a very small group of volunteers (or should I say enthusiasts?)
has grown to a body - a Charitable Trust - that can be seen to be
capable of succeeding. Our rate of progress is increasing each year;
as is our Membership, grant aid, national and local support . .. with
this backing there is no reason why we should not succeed -
what is your vision of the future - what will the Chairman of the
Trust be writing in another 9 years t\imc?

continued on page 2
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS (ii)
THE GOOD NEWS

Although we are unable to go ahead with the Technical Liaison
Officer appointment (at present - we shall not give up!) [see page
21] - it is pleasing to see support, in financial terms, coming from a
number of new sources in the past month; plus some old friends.
Our sincere thanks to the UK2000 Grant Fund - a grant of £2,000
[see page 10] (in addition to the £800 reported in the last issue);
£300 from the IWA Gloucestershire Branch and £100 (plus Corporate
Membership) from The Worcester and Birmingham Canal Society -
PLUS many of our Members making donations when renewing their
subscriptions. To you all; thank you.

NOT BAD LUCK ?

On page 13 you will find full details of our “Open Weekend”, to be
held on the 24th and 25th May, at the main Herefordshire restoration
site at Crews Pitch, Monkhide. Many months of planning should
ensure an interesting day out (or two!); at the time of writing it is
some 5 weeks away; this edition of The Wharfinger is due to arrive
with Members in the week prior to the “Open Weekend”. To ensure
success we nced YOUR help. Please volunteer to assist for half a
day on one (or both) of the days as we are exceedingly short of
willing hands. There is something for everyone, you will be made
most welcome, gain free entry and all volunteers will be invited to
our special “helpers only” barbecue on the site on the Sunday
evening. Liz Connors would be delighted to hear from you.

EEELEELLEE

Money. We may all be volunteers but our work still costs money!
Whilst we do our utmost to limit expenditure and to obtain
sponsorship for specific items (such as the printing of The
Wharfinger by Midlands Electricity plc.) we still need ‘money!
Local Authority grant aid has been in decline - but not their policy
support for our work - and other grant aid [recent contributions
mentioned above] has been welcomed; but we still need money! Our
own plant and equipment is slowly increasing [see Plant Fund review
on page 10] but we still need to hire in plant - and that costs money!
So, as reported on page 13 of the last edition we have the BIG prize
DRAW! - to raise money! Enclosed with this copy of The
Wharfinger are some tickets - please help swell our funds by
selling some to your friends, colleagues at work etc. Details are on
page 9. Thank you.

Cliff Penny, Chairman/Liaison Officer
-l =



Egon Ronay

Corporate Members of the Berefordshire and
Sloucestershire Canal Trust

An independent family run Hotel offering special
discounts to Members of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust and IWA.

~mE———

Basil and Elizabeth Frost, owners of the
recently built narrow boat ‘Jersey Girl’,
are the proprietors of the Colwall Park
Hotel, and are pleased to offer free
facilities for meetings and fund raising
activities to the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust and IWA.

| mmr——

Situated in the centre of Colwall Village, on the
B4218 between Ledbury and Malvern, the
Hotel has twenty en suite bedrooms,
Conference Rooms, Ballroom, and
a Restaurant specialising
in English menu.

% Colwall, Near Malvern, WR13 6QG %
Tel:- (0684) 40206 Fax (0684) 40847




COMMITTEE MATTERS

Two Committee Meetings are reviewed by our Chairman in order that
our Members and supporters are kept up to date...

FEBRUARY COMMITTEE

L] Our Honorary Solicitor’s comments on the draft papers
relating to the formation of the Trading Company were reported as were
the final queries in respect of the Charitable Trust.

u UK2000 had agreed to a grant of £2,000 in respect of the
Canal Society Plant Fund. This was additional to the £800 in respect of
spoil removal at Monkhide and was warmly welcomed. '

= British Marine Industries Federation and the Colwall Park
Hotel had both agreed to donate significant prizes for the raffle to
complement the major prize from Black Prince Holidays. [Full raffle
details on page 9.]

= Major Barnes reported that we had been given all the

aluminium interlocking components to form
the frame for a display tent approximately
18ft. by 12ft. Unfortunately the covering
would cost in the region of £1,000. The
Committee agreed to view the structure
before making a decision in respect of
the expenditure,

n Three members of the
Committee had met at Bristol with a
senior representative of the Department of Transport, together with their
consulting engineers, to discuss the impact of the proposed new A40 link
road in the Newent area. The proposals had serious consequences for the
restoration of the Canal but the Department were willing to consider
proposals from the Canal Society in respect of a scheme for restoration.
It was agreed that levels should be taken in the critical areas in order that
proposals could be submitted to the DoT.

= It was agreed that a token donation of £50 be made to the
Inland Waterways Association in response to their recent appeal for
funds to defray the legal costs of representing waterways interests
nationally.

= A vote of thanks was recorded to Chris Clark for his
organisation of the overwhelmingly successful social evening in Dymock.
A repeat of the evening was being planned.

- The Treasurer reported that the bank did not consider Direct
Debit to be cost effective for subscription payments until the
organisation had grown in size.

continued on page 5
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COMMITTEE MATTERS . .. (ii)

u It was decided that it
was not advantageous to register
either the Trust or the Trading
Company for VAT purposes.

» The purchase of an
hydraulically operated tipping
trailer for £385, and a £200 budget
for refurbishment, was approved.

. Membership Secretary,
Steve Stephens, announced he
wished to stand down at the AGM.
The Chairman expressed his
sincere appreciation for the many
years of hard work during a time
of unprecedented growth, A
Member who had volunteered to
assist the Canal Society would be
approached with a view to taking
over the duties.

= It was agreed to attend
the Herefordshire Tourism and
Leisure Fair and the two day
Dymock Spring Fare.

E Progress was reported
in respect of the arrangements for
the Canal Open Weekend in May.

El Arrangements for the
transport of the boat (donated by
Sir John Knill) to Mr John Pinder
for fitting out were agreed.

L] A Member had donated
a portable hi-fi/CD system to be
psed for fund raising. The
Chairman’s letter of appreciation
was fully endorsed.

= Cristie Electronics had
donated a Tape Streamer to the
Canal Society following a request
for assistance from the Chairman.
This generous gesture of support
from this leading Gloucestershire
Company was greatly appreciated.

continued on page 18

Jsk

MICHAEL STIMPSON
and ASSOCIATES

SPECIALISTS IN INLAND
MARINE INSURANCE

Corporate Members of the
Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal Trust.

NARROW BOATS

Cover including personal effects with a
no claims bonus of up to 40%, a choice
of excesses on own damage claims and
no excess on third party claims, Private
Pleasure, Residential, and Commercial -
there is no increase in premiums for
vintage craft.

CRUISERS

Our latest policy for canal cruisers with
20% no claims bonus after only two
years including cover for personal
effects and also for trailers if required.

HOUSEBOATS

In addition to the boat itself, we are
able to provide cover for Mooring
Liability, Replacement as New Contents
Cover, Personal Liability, All Risks etc.

LEGAL PROTECTION

All our policies have the option of
Legal Protection cover and arc backed
by a Major British Insurance Company.
Commercial covers and boatyards,

marine engineers, surveyors,
boatbuilders and repairers.
Perfuaps we should be talking !

Write or telephone now (9.30-6.30) for
details:-
149a High Street,

Rickmansworth, Herts.
WD3 1AR

Tel: (0923) 770425 & 770255
\ FAX: 721559 f
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RASPBERRY RIPPLE & BOLOGNESE
TUNNEL TALK TAKE TWO By Velda West

Just what is it like inside a disused
canal tunnel? Damp and dark, I had
assumed, with a speck of daylight at
each end and the odd patch of green
moss along the quaint brick walls.

I went to find out for sure at the
Newent Memorial Hall on 26th March.
Due to the second capacity turn out
for this talk, I found myself at the very
back of the long tunnel like room
peering at the distant projector
screen, which looked itself, once
illuminated, not unlike the “light at
the end of the tunnel” from where I
was sitting. The first few moments of
the evening I spent kicking myself for
not having brought the opera glasses,
but after Cliff Penny’s usual friendly
welcome to the 200 packing the room,
we all settled and our journey began.

First, we were ably conducted along
the route of the entire Canal and
guided through its history by David
Bick, local author and historian. He
explained how the waterway between
Gloucester and Hereford came to be
built - eventually. The route was
finally completed in 1845 when the
canal boom had virtually ended. This
was due to several difficulties, not
least of which was a detour to include
a coalfield at Newent. Unfortunately,
wealth promised from what turned out
to be poor quality coal could never
have justified the expense of that
detour. For, at a cost of £40,000,
instead of avoiding the hills, the Canal
was taken underground for over a mile
by means of a tunnel at Oxenhall.

This introduction paved the way for
Bob “Explorer” Simpson and his
fascinating slides of his “secret
passage” through Oxenhall Tunnel,

unseen by human eyes for 70 years
and never before captured on film.

It soon became apparent that the
comfort of daylight at either end is
not a feature of this particular tunnel.
Being so long and having been dug in
both directions in various segments
outwards from deep excavation shafts,
the passage had never ended up quite
straight, And as for being damp and
dark, the 100% humidity and complete
blackness had evidently caused
tremendous difficulties with the initial
photography.  Slides showed the
adventurers drifting in dinghies and
sitting startled in canoes as great
flares of light from flash guns lit the
way. We were told how the wetness
damaged film and saw how drips like
rainfall showered on to the cameras.

All the while, the microphone
maintained its background hiss which
produced the fitting effect of a
distant waterfall cascading. The
speakers strapped to a giant pair of
stepladders were thoroughly in
keeping with the theme of
improvisation arising in the slide
show. We were shown memorable
images detailing racks of adapted
headlamps and the literal boatload of
battery packs needed to light the way
for making the unique cine film we
were promised for later on.

Having traversed the Old Red
Sandstone length of the tunnel under
Bob’s capable and enthusiastic
guidance, we had reached a fall where
the less reliable marl rock had
collapsed. To prevent the audience
from doing the same, it was time to
stop for refreshment half way.
Fortified with tea, squash and raffle
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RASPBERRY RIPPLE AND BOLOGNESE continued

tickets, the second half of the voyage
set swiftly under way. Someone had
pointed out that, despite the hall
being packed, the very front seats
which everybody so traditionally
avoids as if cursed, were all still free.
So I scuttled along there, delighted to
have the clearest view possible this
time, in remarkable contrast to my
disastrous trip to the original Dymock
talk. There, I had joined a small but
growing overspill of disappointed
visitors desperately peering from
outside a window at a distant screen
thronged with viewers. seated and
standing. How glad I was going to be
of my prime position this time!

In close up, we joined Bob scrambling
over and digging through the short
length of collapsed marl that blocked
the passage. On the far side, the
“quaint brick walls” of my imagined
tunnel were shown to be bulging and
crumbling under immense pressure
from the soil above for a short
distance beyond the collapsed length.
How fortunate it was that the tunnel
explorers, in their construction site
helmets adorned with miners’ lamps,
penetrated this unseen realm allowing
us to study from the comfort of our
seats the wonders that Oxenhall hides.

For now the high point of the evening
had arrived: A rare screening of the
only cine film of the tunnel that exists
-that was paid for by the BBC, but
‘never finished or broadcast. In my
front seat, I was agape with

amazement and now so grateful of my
close-up view. No mere tufts of plain
green moss were there to be seen, but

features whose description would defy
belief were it not for the evidence on
screen before us. In places, the walls
were encrusted with stunning
stalactites, hung in fine ranks of
mingled colour. Red of iron and white
of calcium carbonate gave rise to
dreamy thoughts of raspberry ripple.
Hanging from one of the excavation
shafts, the formations dripped like
spaghetti mingled with dark patches
of bolognese. So this is what the
inside of a disused canal tunnel can
look like! Who would have imagined?

What an education the evening was
and what a temptation to want to
explore for oneself - but BEWARE, we
were officially cautioned by CIiff in his
vote of thanks. We must patiently
await the day of restoration before
venturing into such DANGEROUS
places. And that day will come, we
were assured with what ought surely
to become the Trust motto: “We have
no problems, only challenges!”

After Mike Potts had briefly updated
us with the latest “challenges” to be
overcome by the restoration team,
there was one more danger to
face...the raffle of the umpteen prizes!
Vice President Robert Barnes,
however, fearlessly commenced the
formalities by drawing the first ticket
and simultaneously taking first prize.
Finally, the only “challenge”
remaining was to negotiate such
hazards as the sales stand and
shifting crowd, prize daffodils or
fizzy-pop in hand, and navigate
through the suddenly busy streets of
Newent to go home.




HELP HELP HELP HELP HELP HELP HELP

What is so special that warrants half a page of “HELP” that
is not even on page 23? The clues are Monkhide 24/25th
May; Dudley 20/21st June; Gloucester 4/5th July; Stretton
Grandison 9th August; Wakefield 29/31st August. The
Canal Trust display is going to be at our own “Open
Weekend”; the opening of Dudley Tunnel; Gloucester
Gathering; Herefordshire Country Fair and the
National Waterways Festival. We desperately need help in
staffing - for our own “Open Weekend” we need nearly
40 each morning and afternoon In additlon to the
Committeel. It really Is a good day out [see page 20 for an
independent testimonlall] so please contact Liz Connors
NOW to volunteer! Thank you.

GOTTA BOTTLE?

Page 23 of the last edition of The Wharfinger also carried a
plea for bottles for the bottle draw. The total donated so far is
exceedingly disappointing! Last year each bottle ralsed
nearly £5 - It really Is worthwhile - anyone listed inside the
back cover will collect your donations; thank you.

dT3H dTdH dT3H dT3H dT3H d473H 413H
PARISH WATCH

New development; road improvements; tree planting; new/replacement gas, water
mains and high voltage cables .. who knows what Is happening in their area -
usually the people that live there! With a Canal 34 miles long, passing through 5
Local Authority areas and two Counties, it is difficult for your Canal Trust to keep
in touch with everything that is going on.

dT3H dT3H dT3H d73H dT3H

HELP HELP HELP HELP HELP

We would like to get at least two Members who would be our “Parish Watch” team
for the Canal in thelr area. All that we would ask Is that they advise the appropriate
member of the Trust Council (we would give detalils of who to contact) as soon as
the “Parish Watch” team became aware of anything that might affect the line of
the Canal (and any essential route diversions).

It is essential that we are involved at the earllest possible stage if we are to ensure
that the future restoration of the Canal is not prejudiced by what might be
happening in your area tomorrow! Just take two examples. Perhaps new gas
mains are being laid - if one was planned to cross the Canal we could speak to
British Gas and (provided we did so early enough) the main could be laid - at
minimal extra cost - to allow restoration to proceed without the great expense
involved in diverting the main In the future. New golf courses are springing up all
over the place. A word (or two!) from us at an early stage in the planning of a course
could result in the Canal becoming a water feature with that part being effectively
restored as part of the golf course development.

Local knowledge Is very valuable to us - becoming involved in your Canal Trust
as part of a “Parish Watch” team will involve very little work on your part but
could prove to be vital to the future of the Canal - so please drop a line (or
telephone) the Chairman NOW and become part of your local team. Thank you.
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