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GEOprojects

Anard winning wops & atlayes

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

& Wirertway
hire Lll‘
setu‘l

cruising maps ... .
® Basingstoke Canal and the River Wey Navigations £4.50
* Birmingham Canal Nevigations £498
* The Broads £495
® (aledonian Canal and fhe Great Glen £495
® Chesterfield Canal and the River Trent £4.50

Wast Stockith i Mot Cifton
® Covenlry and Ashby Canals £4.55

includding the Birmingham and Fazelsy Canal
® Forth & Clyde and Union Canals £4.99
® Grand Unlon Canal

1 Birmingham Stratiord £4.95
U 2 Braumia o Kings Langoy €49
L e o
anxd Eremash Cang

* Huddersfield Braad and Narrow Canals £4.00
® [nland Watarways of Britaln (68 roufe plamer) €579
® Kennet and Avon Canal £4.95
® Lancaster Canal with the RS0 Link £4.95
® Lag and Stort Navigations with the £ Landon Rvng  £4,00
® Lseds and Liverpool Canal £4.95
® Langollen and Montgomery Canals £4.95
* Macclesfield and Peak Forast Canals £4,00
* Monmouthshire and Bracon Canal £4.00
* Oxfore Canal £4.95
® Shropshire Union Canal £4.95
 South Panning Ring £4.95

® Staffordshire and Worcastershire Canal with the  £4.95
River Severn and Gowcester & Starpnass Canal
® Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon  £4.85
® Thames, the wer and the peth £4.95
® Thames and London Rings Allas £11.75
® Trend and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Freston Brook s Fradley Junclion £4.95
Map 2 Great Hayvwood Junction fo North Cifion £4.95
* Worcester and Birmingham Canal £4.00
with e Orostwich Camats
Available from shops and waterside outlets or direct from:
GEOprojects (UK) Lid
8 Sou&hern Conn * South Screet

Tdephon: 0118 $ 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7356
E-mail: sabes@geoprojects.met

Website: www.geoprojects.net

Call for decails of credic card payment.
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CANAL CRAFT

Dabsor’s Boatyars. Shardlow, Dardy, DET2 200

1-. S
Visit our Website - hitp://'www.canalcraft.co.uk Carperate Mambar

If you want to buy a boat, or sell your boat ...

...Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd is the trusted leader in narrowboat sales

‘ ’ Exists to help you ‘ ‘ %

... the company is staffed by enthusiasts who's canal
experience totals over a hundred years!

If you wish to buy ...

* we issue comprehensive stock lists — newly printed each day
(usually over 70 boats)

* boats prices range from £7,000 to £70,000

* we handle residential boats in all areas

* we can supply fully fitted or part fitted new boats
or assist you in a design and build project

* we are licensed credit brokers and arrange insurance for your boat

* first time buyers guide free on request.

If you wish to sell ...

* we will meet you at your boat anywhere on the connected system
* we provide a free on the spot valuation but there is no obligation to
use our service.

I @ The trusted leader in narrowboat sales €

Incorporating: Dobsons Wharf Boats Ltd.
Where common sense + quality = value for money.
Narrowboats built to your requirements,

Canal Craft (Boat Sales) Ltd., Dobsons Wharf,
The Wharf, Shardlow, Derbyshire, DE72 2G)

Tel: 01332 792271 Fax: 01332 799880
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Celebrating ...
25 Years
along the Canal!

‘ CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN ‘

What were you doing 25 years ago?

What was [ doing 25 years ago? 1 had not discovered
canals; it was another 5 years before I became involved
with the Kennet and Avon Canal (whici is where my late
husband Brian and I got the ‘canal bug’ before we moved 1o
Herefordshire).

What was going on in the big wide world?

The Thames Barrier was raised for its first emergency,
we could now watch breakfast television, first class
postage was raised to 16p and we were urged to ‘Clunk-
Click” by Jimmy Saville!

What was happening in the canal world?

Negotiations to link the River Avon with the Grand
Union Canal at Warwick failed (they are still trying), one
of the early waterside developments was taking place
in Sheffield (tle econonic value of a canal view was at last
being realised), navigation on the Upper Severn was being
investigated and, following extensive lobbying, Blisworth
Tunnel on the Grand Union Canal in Northampionshire
(part of which had collapsed severing a vital north/south link for a
munber of years) was being repaired.

And in Hereford . . .

A group of enthusiasts held a public meeting in
April 1983 (at the Red Cross Hall in Blackfriars Street)
and the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Society was formed; I am very pleased to say that some
of the founding Members are still very active in the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

The first newsletter was 2 duplicated A4 sheets,
working parties were held at Monkhide, and there were
canal walks at Canon Frome and Oxenhall. A bottle of
whisky was offered for a title for the newsletter — The
(Hereford) Wharfinger was born (does anyone know who
won the whisky?)

Details of our 25™ Anniversary Events are listed on page 7
(others are being planned for later in the year).

We are pleased to welcome Bill Wiggin, MP for
Leominster, as a Vice President (further details are on page
12) and we hope he will be able 1o attend, with our other
Vice Presidents, some of our special 25" Anniversary Events
during 2008.

Please do support us and come along wherever possible — we
would welcome your help with 25™ Anniversary Events (or with
our Trading Company Outings — further details are on page 21);

you would be most welconze. & Janet Moult, Chairman
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HEREFORDSHIRE'S LEADING Bﬁfk\(‘ <

(i b\ Brewing beer in the traditional way
b N "

- “w..'

» 'y
TMpmi to refresh Canal Volu'nte&sl
\

cindl

wvvyn‘Mmut j
;. 9
&L

'  Tel: 01981 580555 Fax: 01981 580275
, HEREFORDSHIRE'S LARGEST STOCKIST FOR

CANOES, KAYAKS AND ACCESSORIES

Suppliers of Old Town, Necky, Dagger,
Pyranha, Palm, Nookie, PeakUK, Mad River

Burhope Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8EU

www.hbcanoekayak.co.uk
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‘ EDITORIAL ‘

A Long Time?

hroughout this edition are frequent

references to the celebration of the
25" Anniversary of the formation of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Society; it is perhaps inevitable
that some may (wrongly!) say “it’s 25 vears
since they first decided to restore the canal”.

In fact the original objectives of the Canal
Society did mot include the restoration of
the whole of the H&G Canal - [ar more
modest objectives (nevertheless important
in terms of the future) reflected both initial
membership strength and the support that
existed at that time for the preservation
of our visible heritage. Any suggestion of
complete restoration from the outskirts
of Gloucester, right back into the heart of
Hereford City, were discounted in those
early days - it was far more important to
try and preserve the remaining structures
along the line of the Canal.

By slowly building awareness of the
Canal, the Canal Socicty gradually
gained increasing support and, as time
progressed, the concept of “problems’
along the line was dismissed in favour of
the more positive vision of only having
‘challenges”! The proposal to widen the
scope to include the ultimate objective of
a fully pavigable canal from Gloucester
to Herelord was first adopted when the
Registered Charity, the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Trust, was
formed nine years later.

Despite our advancing years we are
one of the ‘vounger’ canal restoration
organisations in this country; a
number were formed over 40 years ago.
[Congratulations to our neighbours, The
Cotswold Canals Trust, wio celebrate their
35 anniversary this year.] Canal restoration
simply does not happen swiftly!

“'T\;thrﬁnger
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by CIliff Penny

By any measure ours is a massive project
and in this modern day and age, whilst we
have access to equipment and techniques
that would not have even been dreamt of
by the original canal builders, we now have
far more than ‘just” the civil engineering
and land acquisition challenges that the
canal builders so successfully overcame
over 200 years ago. The modern day list of
requirements before large scale restoration
and reconstruction can commence is
daunting; but as each vear goes by the H&G
CT is increasingly working its way through
them towards a successful conclusion. It
is a bit like assembling a huge jigsaw, we
have the picture on the box, some of the
key pieces have already been assembled,
and it is just a question of time and resources
(and a great deal of effort!) before they all
link together.

What is common to all of the
successful restorations (a number of
the canals that have been restored
and re-opened in the past decade were
once considered ‘impossible’) is that the
volunteers have persevered, over what at
times seemed a never-ending timescale,
with dedication and conviction to
achieve the ultimate objective! Let there
be no misunderstanding, in this 25
Anniversary vear, with the increasing
level of support and success that we enjoy
{(and all of the ‘foundation-laying” hard
work that has gone before) it is “mainly
a quiestion of time (and resources)” before the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
is (once more) linking the two Cities
—and the towns and villages in between.
The more active volunteers that we have
(in all aspects of our work) the quicker we
will get there! ¢ CRP
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It might be 25 years ago but we still have the original
poster giving details of the inagural meeting!

e Wharfinger 6
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In 1982 an ‘informal steering
group” got together on a
number of occasions in Hereford
to discuss the potential to form
a proposed Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Society.
By early 1983 plans were well
advanced for an inaugural public
meeting, to be held on the 13th
April 1983,

So 2008 is the 25th anniversary of
the formation of the Herefordshire
and Gloucestershire Canal Society.
Whilst the aims and objectives were
less ambitious than those adopted
nine vears later (when the Charitable
Trust was formed) the enthusiasm
and dedication of the Canal Society
committee, and the small band of
regular  volunteers, undoubtedly
laid the foundations of what was to
come; and we are very pleased that
a number of our founder Members
are still actively involved in the
H&G CT's voluntary work today.
Our celebration of the anniversary
acknowledges these important
beginnings and is intended to help
publicise, to an even wider audience,
the H6G Canal and the current day
work of the H&G CT.

Our second event to celebrate in
2008 the formation of the H&G CS
is a very special evening of archive
film material at The Courtyard in
Hereford — within 4 days of the actual
anniversary of the inaugural meeting!

The Wharfinger
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Anniversary Events

- Sat/Sun. March sthlsth thisth &

Oxenhall Daffodil Weekend
12 noon-5pm H&G CT volunteer Brian Fox
will lead canal walks - details will be
g posted at Oxenhall Villaee Hall. e

£ 'l'hursday April 17, 7, upm .
‘ at The Courtyard, Hereford

An evening of rare historic archive film
of Canals and Railways, with an emphasis on the

‘3, Western Region and GWR. See details on page 8

C

Advance notice of just some of the other 25™
Anniversary Events in 2008 (further details of
these events — and others — will be included in the
next cdmon of The Wharfinger:-

~ Samrday. June 2157 gt
Hereford Walking Festival
Canal Walk - Kymin to Monkhide and return. Watch for
Festival Publicity for details and booking arrangements.
& H&G CT volunteer Chris High will lzad thls walk

Wednesday, July o™
25" Anniversary Dinner at

™= \WHARF House "

-

o Sunday. August 10™ "

Yarkhill Open Day &
Suﬁaﬁ. Atiémt 3 =
Mini-Bus Tours of the Canal
Over Open Day o
3 _ﬁsﬁl;day. September 14™ g
S Oxenhall Open Day =
! Edition 95



"Anniversary Eve

T A
pril, 7.45pm at
COURT'ARD

HEREFORDSHIRE'S The Courtyard, Hereford.

An evening

Irist

Brought to you and presented by the Huntley Film Archive,
this special one night only programme is in support of the
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.
We will turn back the clock and look at the transport of the
past when trains were steam and boats were horse drawn!

Our earliest film will be a brief glimpse at Hereford Station
in 1900, King George V at Bulmer Siding.,
and canal boats on the Grand Junction.

If you love transport this will
be a wonderful night!
Tickets £8 available from
"/ The Courtyard Box Office -
0870 11 22 330

e Wharfinger




Once again we have some great prizes for this year’s

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2008

andg .md

wi
\l?ﬂg"e°
co o fOF

Glouoeshershive Canal Trvst - H&GE

GRAND D HOLIDAY DRAW 2

Two nights

e Whane HOUSE, Over,
848 for 2 at Pevworn Farm.

m:-nunwnnmm*

Aﬁzin this year, due to popular request, we
ve sent you two books of tickets to sell to
family and friends. More books can be sent to
you if required (please contact Janet Moult — see
nside back cover).

We are very pleased to report that the printing
of the tickets this year is once again sponsored
by Eastnor Castle — thank you.

Prizes to be drawn late afternoon at
the National Waterways Festival, at
Wolverhampton, on 25 August, 2008.

Our grateful thanks to Black Prince
Holidays, Mrs J Thomas and ™ \WHarr
Housk for donating the Holiday prizes —
so every pound raised is a pound towards
restoration of the Canal.

We appreclate that some recipierts are not prepared to
buy or scll draw tickets - we apolog se but we do not have
the resources 1o be selective in who receives tickets. There i
no obligation 10 retern wnsold tickets. In order 10 save costs we
have nol included tickets in coples of The Wharfinger sent
1o Councillors, Local Authorities et If you wish to suppoet us
please contact Janet Moult on 01432 264 366 and she will be
delighted 1o send you some tickets. Thak you

‘ FormaL Norice oF 2008 AGM ’

To BE HELD ON TuEsDAY 15TH JuLy,
AT THE RoyAL OAK, MucH MARCLE, AT 7.30pPM.

his is the formal notice of the 2008

AGM in order to give Members the
opportunity to make a note in their
diary; this year the AGM will be held
on Tuesday 15th July. The Agenda and
Annual Report will be in the next edition
of The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G CT's Articles
and Memorandum of Association those
Members of the Council of Management
who are retiring on rotation but offering
themselves for re-election do not require to
be formally nominated to serve an additional
term. However, new nominations to serve on
the Council of Management are welcomed
and have to be made in writing, in a

The Wh-rﬁngef

prescribed form.

Nomination forms are available from Liz
Connors [see Contacts on inside back cover] to
whom they should be returned fo arrive not
less than 7 days nor more than 28 days prior to
the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to vote
at an AGM may appoint a proxy to vote in
his/her stead. A proxy must be someone
entitled to vote at the Meeling.

Proxy forms are also available from Liz
Connors and must be completed, signed
and returned to her at leas: 48 howrs prior to
the commencement of the AGM.

Thank you.
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KEesTOoRATION
at Oxenhall by Brian Fox

his year we had a break for
Christmas Day, but left New Year's
Day open for those who felt they might
need a bit of exercise and fresh air - but
nobody volunteered; I had thought there
might be a few wives who were fed up
with having their men folk around any
longer! However, we had a [ull team the
following week but the weather then
imposed another break in work so that
could have been the end of my report for
this edition - but the Editor might not be
well pleased?
During one of those days of enforced
inactivity I got to reading a small book
given me for a present

containing “quips and  .c, ie t00
quotes for the voung al l-'f eis learn
heart”, which passed ghort {0 ¢
an hour and got me German

thinking, which I

suppose isn’t a bad thing!

One of the quotes was “life is toe short to
fearn German” — which may be true but it
got me thinking about what else might
not be achieved in one’s lifetime? Funnily
enough the first thing to spring to mind
was the restoration of any canal, including
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal. It takes long enough to type it, and
you can always shorten it to H&G, but you
can’t shorten canal restoration!

We are often being asked if a date has
been set for completion of the restoration
of the whole canal from Gloucester
to Hereford; the answer is “no” and I
generally add - “nor in my lifetime”. We
are all volunteers (at the moment the only
paid employees are those staff working
for ™" Wharr House Company) and there
is only so much time and effort each one
of us in the H&G CT is able, or maybe
willing, to give to canal work. There
is also the small matter of money, and
where it all comes from, to pay for any
significant restoration. There is no doubt

The Wharfinger

10

Michael works on the lock
wall on the towpath side.

that the canal (or any other of ithe
successfully  completed  canal  restoration
schemes elsewhere in the cowntry) would
never be fully restored if it was left
solely to unpaid volunteers. There will
always be a place for small dedicated
bands of workers, as we have at Oxenhall
(and at Yarkhill and Over) who are happy to
work one or 2 days a week; but the role
of the H&G CT is more and more being
channelled into taking advantage of
opportunities as they arise and setting up
partnerships with interested parties who
wish to develop canal land and can be
persuaded to incorporate the canal and
pay for the restoration as part of their
plans.

The work at Over was a prime example!
Since then we have had the Harper
Housing and Aylestone Park sites in
Hereford and the latest proposals in the
City are based on the Holmer Trading
Estate (as seen in previous editions of
The Wharfinger) and, of course, the
Edgar Street Grid which will include a
new Canal Basin and approach canal as
a centrepiece. The H&G CT spend many
hours, weeks and months [and even

Edition 95
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“age wrinkles

the body, quitting
wrinkles the soul”

- ‘__‘v-.’
vears! — Ed. ] in progressing these plans in
partnership with the relevant Council and
the developers; at the end we should have
further lengths of the Canal open to the
public. The physical restoration may not
be undertaken by Members of the H&6G CT
as at Monkhide or Yarkhill but this is the
way forward. Another quote to finish with
—"“age wrinkles the body, quitting wrinkles the
soul”. We may have been called ‘wrinklies’
in the past (although that title has now
been dropped by popular request) but we
certainly aren’t quitting yet! We are still
lads at heart who enjoy getting involved
in something worthwhile and going
home dirty and tired at the end of the
day knowing that even short lengths of
restored HEG Canal are important pieces
of the jigsaw that one day will be pieced
together to complete the whole project.

WORK ON THE LOCK

Despite the seasonal activities, and
the weather, we have continued to make
progress in the last quarter on our Tuesday
work day. Work on the aqueduct has been
suspended whilst we undertake repairs
and strengthening to the wing walls
below House Lock. The non towpath wall
has been built precisely with mortared
stone and this is now being made a
bit higher, and extended as far as the

™ Wharfinger
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Above: Keith and Geoff work

on the non-towpath wing wall.
boundary hedge, using the same
construction methods. The other

wall (adjacent to the towpath) is also
being extended using some of the large
stones, weighing up to 200lbs, which are
unsuitable for the aqueduct, Our tractor
is being put to good use in ferrying them
up the 200yds from the compound to the
work area so by the time we are finished
the once large stockpile of stone will be
looking very small.

STATION SITE

The two illegal caravans that I reported
on last time have now been broken down
into smaller pieces by our volunteers and
are awaiting removal to the scrap vard.
The old station area has now been tidied
to its previous state anc large blocks of
stone put across the entrance 10 hopefully
prevent any further unauthorised access.
Our proposals for the further restoration
of the Canal through this area are still
being researched and planned; as always
there is a huge amount to do before we
can proceed with a specific project on the

ground. ¢ BF
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Bill Wigggin MP

Bill was first elected to Parliament in 2001 to represent
the Leominster constituency and was subsequently
re-elected, with an increased majority, in 2005. His first
appointment was the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Select Committee, then promotion to the Conservative
frontbench (as Shadow Environment Minister) in 2003.
Shadow Secretary of State for Wales followed and in
December 2005, he was given his current Agriculture and
Fisheries portfolio.

Bill is married with three young children; he spreads his
time between Westminster and his constituency home in
Ledbury, where he has a small-holding. In his spare time Bill
breeds chickens, sheep and cattle and his Parliament herd
of Herefords won a number of prizes at shows in 2006,

Bill has always been a strong advocate of British agriculture representing one of the
most rural English constituencies. He has strongly criticised the government over its
crippling budget cuts to British Waterways.

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 15 years, and we will contiue to

work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better ﬁ";".{f&T

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - o SAPth | ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 7 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 < GL19 4JJ
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The Restoration Fund

t is now over six years since we

launched our Restoration Fund,
designed to raise ‘ring fenced’ funding
for specific projects along the 34
mile length of the H&G Canal in both
counties. Our volunieers invariably turn
the money into work that is worth many
times the amount of the funds raised!

HOW IT WORKS

We invite Members and supporters to
contribute a small regular payment each
month which will be used to help finance
specific projects (and take this opportunity to
again thank those who already contribute).

® Contributors pay a minimum of £3 per
month by Standing Order. Gift Aid
can enhance this sum at no cost to the
contributor.

® Annually The Wharfinger will report
how the money has been spent.

® Annually we invite contributors to an
exclusive social event at an H&G CT
restoration venue that has progressed
during the previous year for a talk and/
or tour — and a buffet or BBQ.

Please supporl the Restoration Fund
— this source of funding really is greatly
appreciated by both the HZG CT and our
volunteers! Thank you for your support.

Above: Some of the Restoration Fund
subscribers viewing the restoration work,
completed with their support, at Oxenhall
last year.

™ Wharfinger
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I wish to contibute to the

H&GCT Restoration Fund

Name

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

I wish The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust 1o treat all subscriptions/donations
that I make from April 6™, 2001 until 1 notify you
otherwise, as gift donations.

Signed: Date:

Please return to:
Liz Connors, 18 St Ethelbert Close,
Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3BF

BANKER'S ORDER
To (Narme and address of your hant)

Please pay 1o the account No. 11600694, sorting
code no. 16-21-20 of the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust at the Royal Bank of
Scotland, 21 Broad St., Hercford HR4 9AP, the sum
of £ on this day and thereafter monthly
on the Ist of the month until further notice,

Signed: Date:

My account no:

Sort Code:

....................................
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ntil the end of October we
continued our work at the lock
end of the canal. Considerable
progress was made in the clearing of
brush, saplings and roots from the
canal bed and banks.

In November the Over work team
visited (during a day out having a ‘quided
tour” of the Canal in Herefordshire!) and
I was able to give them a tour of
the Yarkhill site before they moved
on to Hereford. Further tidying
work was carried out on both

towpath and ‘wild" sides,

adjacent to our access from
the field, before returning
to the task of coppicing the

‘wild" side ditch bank that we

started last winter.

The  recently  acclaimed
Thursday work party of ten has
now been superceded with thirteen on
site one day! A further two new volunteers,
Patricia Tierney and John Robinson, helped
achieve this and are proving 1o be valuable
members of the team,

The Waterway Recovery Group [rom
London paid a working visit in November.
I gave them the challenge of removing
the last four ‘biggish’ roots from the canal
bed as part of their work for the weekend.
Those not engaged on the roots carried
out brush clearance and coppicing of the
‘wild" side ditch bank. The coppicing team
slowly grew throughout Saturday as the
required ‘personpower’ extracting the roots
diminished. Uprooting was completed
by the end of play — sorry! — work on the
Saturday, which meant the whole team
were able to apply themselves to brush
clearance, burning and coppicing on
Sunday. The burning was a very necessary
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Toe: Coppicing and brush clearance.

Photos: Ralph Ward, Alisen High and Chris Hgh

riset: Chris coppicing in the ditch. task as by now it was not only cold it was
Vigoie. Site hut end is tidy once more. wet as well! Many thanks to London WRG
Bottorn: Barr's Lock end is tidy too! for their efforts.
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CELEBRATORY WALK

December the 13™. saw us celebrate
two years of regular work parties at
Yarkhill, The occasion was marked with a
walk down the towpath from Barrs Lock
to Kymin with the kind permission of
the landowner, Peter Clewes. I say walk,
but it was more of an assault course with
the added interest of having to transport
Stella’s chocolate cake housed in a large
plastic container as well! The team
made Kymin for lunch, which George
Hicks kindly allowed us to take (along
with Eileen’s mince pies) sitting on the
banks of the canal in his garden at Canal
House.

A return visit by WRG - Southwest
in January notched up the 300th work
party at Yarkhill in just over two years.
You guessed it — brush clearance, burning
and coppicing were the tasks set and
accomplished! We were exceptionally
fortunate with the daytime weather
over the weekend and our thanks to
the Southwest WRG team for struggling
through rain, wind, snow and floods to
get there — and for the significant work
they achieved.

Interested in joining our reqular Thursday
work party at Yarkhill? Then please contact
Chris High on 01568 615 575
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Too and midde: Teamwoerk gets the
walkers through the undergrowth.
Bottom: Ralph takes an unexpected ‘rest’.

Balow. The walkers rest at Canal House
and sample Stella's chozolate cake and
Eileen's mince pies!
: B s Al

Phodo: Raiph Ward
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of wood chips, and transplanting
plants into the newly formed gardens,
has been undertaken and we have
also restored some of the earlier
disturbance in the flower beds caused
by service trenches and the digging of
foundations. Around the site there
has been clearance of vegetation from
the flood plain and a path has been
made through to the ‘Bailey’ bridge
for easier access. Some willow trees,
bordering on both sides of the lower
Canal, have been cut down and the
hedgerows have been trimmed ready
for spring.

Member Ron  Shackwell, from
Govilon near Abergavenny, has
donated 17 well made wooden bird
boxes (thank you) which we have
tailored for various bird types. Mike
Bowden has secured them in well
chosen trees and hedgerows round the
site. It is our intention that at one of

Too msei: One of the bird boxes secured , Foll ¥, i‘t
around the Over site Ll 9&‘
Large photo: Serub and flood debris has ¢
been cleared from the fload plain.

Midole: Neat edging blocks encircle the

yew free in front of the Visitor Centre

Right: The side walls of the ‘cycle cave'

are started.
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species’ - all done to have no impact
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the forthcoming Open Days we have
a competition for children called
‘find the bird box’ or ‘spot the bird

on the birds themselves, of course.

We have dug trenches connecting
previous ducts from ™ Wiarr House
down to the containers to allow us
to install electricity, and laid the
water pipes and tap (with its own
cabinet) ready for connection.
This activity has already improved
our productivity and reduced our
reliance on battery powered tools
and alarm systems (and given us
somewhere to go and warm up in
our work clothes in the very cold
and wet weather).

The weed boat has now been
finally launched and the huge task
of getting the weed removed from
the Basin has started. Wilf and
volunteers [rom the Gloucester
and District Model Boat Club,
with some of us thrown in for good
measure, have started removing
large quantities of weed from the
Basin and moving it to the base
of the hedgerows to break down into
compost. This is ongoing virtually every
Wednesday until March to get the weed
under control and allow the Basin to
be used by model boats again and, who
knows, even a regatta at one of our Open
Days in the summer!
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oo feff: The ground is graded around 'Skew

Gardens’,

Too ngnt: Top soil is preparad for ™ WHarF
Hou~e herb garden.
ido'e; The banks of ‘Skew Gardens' have
been p!amed with shrubs.
Bziow: A wavy retaining well has been started
in Skew Gardens'.
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