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SuppLIERS OF RoPE & TWINE
* No VAT * Makers of Traditional rope fenders * Rope for decking *
* Suppliers of rope and twines * Mooring lines * Tow ropes *
Decorative cotton rope * Bannister ropes and fittings *
Garden features * Cotton rope sitting hammock @ £59 + £7 p+p

Ir It Is MADE OF RorE WE CAN MAKE IT
www.getknotteduk.com

Tel: Alan 01926 410588 (24 hr answering) Fax: 01789 778953
Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick CV 34 5DP

Saul Junction Marina bocrzsbicaigod S S
from M5 [J.13]

4y LAND & WATER Unique and
attractive location
beside Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal

Good Facilities ~
Competitive Rates

To reserve a mooring
-~ or make enquiries:

Tel- Land & Water Estates
01452740 043
Email-
saul-marinz@btconnect.com
Web-
weww.land-water.co.uk
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€ CHarman's Coumn - @

ince my last column exciting events have taken
place within the H&G Canal Trust as we go from
strength to strength.

At the AGM in July we welcomed Bernard Ingram
as a co-opted Member to the Council of Management
following the loss of Nigel Bailey, due to his move to
Wales. Bernard is a regular volunteer at Oxenhall
and Yarkhill and has many areas of expertise to offer
(fiow many Canal Trusts have a chatnsaw wielding vicar
on thetr Council?). T am still your Chairman, so a few
more columns to come — Cliff, I will try to get up to the
required word count!

I had written my last column before the purchase of
Llanthony was finalised. One of the frequently asked
questions while out with the sales and displays is - fow
are you going to join fo the network — now we can give a
positive answer. It may be a number of vears ahead
but the route is there and in the meantime we have a
steady income from the lock cottages and another area
for our volunteers to get stuck into - scrub bashing, lock
clearing and bridge painting.

Qur 25" anniversary events continue to attract
both members and non-members. A very enjoyable
anniversary dinner at ™" Wharr House was followed
a month later with the buffet and lecture on Thomas
Telford by Nigel Jefferies - his expert talk and enthusiasm
for the subject made for another very good evening,.

Permanent reminders of our 25 anniversary will be
in place this summer with the unveiling of milestones
at Yarkhill, Over and Oxenhall. These illustrate the
diverse skills of our volunteers (see how they were made
on page 8) - they will have more practice as we acquire
more lengths of canal in the future!

Six months of major roadworks on the A40 at Over
should not put you off visiting ™ Wrarr Houst and enjoy
the riverside terrace — I am hoping for a good autunmn
— the less said about this summer the better . . .

Recent newspaper reports have quoted figures for
the increase in canal-based tourism, not just for boats
but as long green corridors. 34 miles from Hereford to
Gloucester will be a wonderful addition to this network
- to quote from The Times, “Canals are calming
antidotes to the stresses of modern life. Their past is our
future”, Does that sound familiar? (Qur motto is on the
inside cover of The Wharfinger)!

€ Janet Moult, Chairman
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‘ EDITORIAL ’

It’s just another challenge!

Long-term readers, Members and
supporters will know that our
policy is not to have any problems,
just a series of challenges - of differing
sizes and grades of complexity! It is so
easy to forget the many challenges
that we have successfully overcome
- some that others have considered
insurmountable!

From the outset, the establishment of
the original Canal Society was a challenge
for the founding Members; but less
complex than many that followed! Our
subsequent Charitable Trust application
just happened to be when the Charity
Commissioners introduced an exceedingly
complex upgrade to procedures. We
became a “trial” of their very thorough
new system — after I8 months of hard
voluiary work we succeeded! Protection of
the route of the entire 34 miles of Canal
{and essential diversion routes) followed.
Quite rightly, each (of what was then 7
Local Authoritics) required convincing
that we were a credible organisation
with achievable long-term aspirations.
A great deal of hard voluntary work,
extending over a number of years
(including a Public Inquiry), resulted
in ‘mission accomplished’! Plans for a
Hercford Bypass, to the cast of the City,
would have blocked the Canal 2 miles
short of the terminus. A major challenge
by any standard and, for over a year,
a considerable drain on our voluntary
resources. A Public Inquiry decision
that full provision should be made for
the Canal, as a part of the Bypass costs,
when (if) the Bypass was built to the
east rewarded our considerable efforts.
This decision subsequently helped to
secure three new bridges in Hereford
City - demonstrating that success in
overcoming one challenge can present

by CIliff Penny

other opportunities. Many more challenges
have come our way (large and small) and will
do so in the future; talking of which ...

We thought the summer floods of 2007,
with the section of the A40 adjacent to
" Wiarr House closed for two weeks in
peak season, were quite a challenge . . .
thanks to hard work by all the staff, and a
‘lostbusiness’ clause in our comprehensive
insurance cover, last vear was still a
good trading year — continuing to build
the business from strength to strength.
However, no-one could envisage that the
same section of road would present a
muich bigger challenge this year!

If you have approached Over from any
direction in the past two to three months
you will have come upon advance signs
warning of major roadworks on the
A40. Local radio traffic reports and
the press reinforce the message - stay
away whilst an additional (bus) lane
is constructed and both carriageways
are totally reconstructed. All rraffic
is running on a single carriageway
contra-flow basis between the Over and
Highnam roundabouts; no right turns are
permitted. All visitors to the Canal (and
" \WHARF House) from the Cheltenham,
Gloucester or Ledbury direction have to
drive all the way from one roundabout to
the next - and then re-trace their steps
virtually all the way back again! Instead
of turning right 250 vards from Over
roundabout they have to travel almost 3
miles! Whilst tralfic from the Ross and
Hereford direction (via Newent, Dymock
and Highnam) can still turn left into the
Over site they have to join the very slow
moving contra-flow traffic to get there.
Really helpful to our trade at ™ WHARE
Housk — in particular as far as our growing

™ Wharfinger
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lunchtime business trade is concerned, rather
than being readily accessible, we may as well
have re-located to Birmingham!

A huge amount of time has been
spent talking to The Highways Agency,
Gloucestershire County Council and other
parties in order to try and minimise the
cffect of these works and to eventually get
temporary direction signage to guide our
intrepid customers to the door. On our
part, changes were swiftly implemented
to try to maintain income during the
period of significant impact caused
wholly by these roadworks, ™ WHaRF
Housk extended opening hours to include
Sunday and Monday nights, mounted a
positive campaign in the local media and
delivered promotional leaflets to selected
areas with special discounts in order to
tempt customers to make the journey.
Thanks to the steps taken, to 22nd
July (the start of the floods last year)
turnover was only 4% down. However,
our planned growth in business this year
will not be achieved thanks to these

roadworks - and the work on fitting out
the bedrooms has had to be dramatically
scaled back, delaying this additional
promotional and income resource.

The roadworks will continue until
November {over 6 months in total).
Please do visit ™ WHARr House - whilst
you should allow a little longer for your
journey your support will be doubly
appreciated by all concerned { your discount
voucher is o page 23). Rest assured that the
huge amount of work that has already
been taken to build both the trade and
reputation of ™ Wrarr House will start all
over again in December ... the H&G Canal
Trust is determined that ™ WHarr House
will be utilised to the full, as intended, to
promote and contribute (in all respects)
to the restoration of the H&G Canal.
Working together, we will overcome the
challenge! [Despite all this, there have
been yet more excellent reviews of ™ \WHARF
House in the media; the miost recent in the
September issue of Cotswold Style.]

¢ CRP
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Celebrating ...
2 P ey =T

Anniversary Events

Reporis of Anniversary events:
Anniversary Dinner at ™ WHaRF H)bSE page 22
Yarkhill Open Day page 23
Over and Oxenhall Open days will follow in the next edition.

CAYLESTONE pABK) Canal Trust

CANAL PROJECT

25™ Anniversary \ Craft Fair

Celebrations Please support our very own
Craft Fair. An ideal opportunity

pARTY ON to purchase that special gift!

THE PARK
Saturday, November 8*
18th October 2008 g by
S St Katherine’s Hall,

The Aylestone Park Association

announce that they are hosting Ledbury

a ‘Party on the Park’ to
A wide selection of

celebrate both the completion

of the first stage of the works crafts on sale

on Aylestone Park and the Th T
wn
25" Anniversary of the i s:f‘:: :t a:do
H&G Canal Trust.
A display of restoration
Further details of entertainment photographs.
and other arrangements were not
available in time for inclusion Home made cakes, filled
here but will be announced in rolls and other refreshments.
the local press and
iy HP&G’ . Oﬂ'm of help or to request a craft
web site — or can stand, please contact
be obtained from Pat Skeet —
Martin Danks, 01568 797 032
01432 344 488. r
7 ~ Edition 97
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During the Council of Management
discussions about the commemoration
of the formation of the Canal Society
25 years ago it was decided 1o hold a
number of events in both counties; CofM
also considered it would be appropriate
to celebrate with something that would
be longer lasting.

LESTOMES

s was common on many parts of

he inland waterways system the
H&G Canal had milestones marking
each mile (and half mile) along its length. These consisted of
a large sandstone block with a cast iron mileage plate at the
top. Over the years most of the original milestones have
disappeared although it was possible for measurements
to be taken from 3 original stones; they were not
precisely the same, probably due to the individual
styles of the stonemasons involved.

It was decided that 3 replica milestones should
be erected, one at each current active restoration
site (Over, Oxenhall and Yarkhill) and they would
be manufactured as close to the original pattern
as possible. The stone itself was identified as a
sandstone coming from the Forest of Dean and we
were lucky enough to find a source in the Forest,
the rough stone being purchased (at a discount rate)
through the owner of Cope’s Quarry, who left his
card at ™ WHARF HOUSE on a visit some time ago. Once
an offer af help is made it is filed away and never forgotten!

Left: the three large rough sand-
stone blocks ready for shaping.

Above: Jeff Hopper dresses one
of the milestones.

Right: A finished stone, complete
with its mileage plate {cast from
& wooden pattern made by Nigel
Jeftferies) for the Yarkhill site.

e ——————————————————————— —————————————— 8 e ———————————————————————————————————————
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The stones have been dressed and
shaped by the Oxenhall team, mostly
Geoff Hopper, and CofM member Nigel
Jefferics has made wooden patterns from
which the mileage plates have been cast.
They have made something which will
hopefully last another 200 years or so!

It is intended to affix a small plaque
to each stone, at a later date, indicating
the reason lor the erection and the date.
The first milestone to be unveiled was
at Yarkhill. The unveiling formed an
important part of the Open Day there
in August (see report on page 33). The
milestone at Over followed (unveiled
during the Open Day held there at the
very end of August) and the third stone
was unveiled at the Oxenhall Open
Day in mid-September (just as we were
going to press). Detailed reports and
photographs of the Over and Oxenhall
Open Days, and the milestone unveiling
ceremonies, will be in the next edition
of The Wharfinger.

Whilst this article has concentrated on
the sandstone part of the mileposts the
cast iron mileage indicator plaques form
the other vital part of each milestone! In
the next edition an illustrated article by
Nigel Jefferies will tell us more about this

part of the work. ¢ BF/CRP

The Wharfinger

Serenity
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comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

¢ Inland Waterways

sed marine insurance
SIS 1N person
2

* Boat Contents insurance available for

residential craft

cai 0800 515 629

or visit
towergatemardon.co.uk

Atowergate mardon

formerly Mardon Marne

Towergate Mardon & a tradng name of the Towergate
Urderwriting Group Limited. Authorsed and reguiated
by the Financial Services Authority.
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: THE OAK INN
STAPLOW + HR8 INP » TELEPHONE: 01531 640954

RESTAURANT OPEN EVERY DAY
Booking Recommended

Real ales, real fires, and a very warm welcome awaits
you at the newly refurbished Oak Inn at Staplow

Large Car Park & Beer Garden at the rear * Parties catered for * Dogs are welcome
The only pub In Herefordshire that abuts the line of the Canal

Tel: 01981 580555 Fax: 01981 580275

HEREFORDSHIRE'S LARGEST STOCKIST FOR
CANOES, KAYAKS AND ACCESSORIES
Suppliers of Old Town, Necky, Dagger,
8 Pyranha, Palm, Nookie, PeakUK, Mad River
- Burhope Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8EU

www.hbcdnoekayak.co.uk
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“We have an
interesting project for
you at Llanthony”

That is how it was put to Paul %
Henshaw who is leading the work on
our new acquisition in Gloucester,

“My initial reaction was why
Wales” said Paul!

From the very first visit to the new
location, it was apparent that the site has
tremendous potential for improvement
for it to become a positive attraction in
the local area.

Over the coming months we
will be carrying out exploratory
surveys and from these,
developing  specific  work
programmes  which  will
not only stop the site from
deteriorating any further
but will start the long haul in
realising its full potential.

Already it is clear that we will

be carrying out some preventative
maintenance on the cottages to ensure
that they do not deteriate for the winter,
Other priorities include the creation of
car parking facilities for volunteers and
visitors to the site, and starting a regime
to cradicate the Japanese Knotweed
which is prevalent on the northern
section by the lock area.

In the longer term
we will be clearing
all the undergrowth
from around the lock
to stop any further
deterioration of the
brickwork and the
footbridge will need
some attention.

\% " dek

"oy

Lianthony lock under a blanket of vegetation.

We are looking forward to building a
team of volunteers to help. Initially we
will be working on Tuesdays and then
will extend this to Satwrdays. So, if you
have DIY skills or you just enjoy working
out of doors for a change, give Paul a call

on 01684 292 997. You will be made

most welcome. There is something
here for everybody and it is an ideal
opportunity to get involved at the
very start of the project. ¢ PH

WE HAVE THE POWER!

Gloucester City Council has
erected a new wind turbine just
behind our two cottages by the lock at
Llanthony. We have been able to support
this sustainable resource by agreeing that
they could connect their turbine to the
National Grid by means of the supply at
our cottages. This saved half the cost of
installation and, in return, we receive the
spare electricity whilst the Council has free
power for its pump to keep the wetland
on the island
well  watered.
£ They also keep
the “Renewable
Obligation
= Certificates”. A
win for GCC and
for H&G CT.

¢ DRP

The wind turbine at Llanthony is 15 m high
and will generate over 5 kw/h of electricity.

11 aame
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The top coping stones have now been laid to complete one

[ you have a few hours to spare

on a Tuesday and like a breath
of fresh air then why not call in at
Oxenhall and see what we are doing?

Regular readers will be aware that our
primary task at present is rebuilding the
aqueduct which carried the H&G Canal
over the Ell Brook. Bricks and stones (or
masonry 1o be technically correct!) are
what we work with and training can be
given for those interested. It also involves
pushing wheelbarrows, mixing mortar and
concrete, cutting, lifting and transporting
said stones and bricks 1o fit them in their
requisite placce on the wall. Not a job for
the faint hearted and by the end of the
day it is time for a hot bath and feet up.
Anyway, you will be pleased to know
that the aqueduct is nearing completion
and if vou really want to build up the
muscles then don’t delay. The top coping
stones have now been laid to complete the
upstream side and our efforts are directed
at the other side. There is still a bit of work
to do under the arch — where it can get a
bit wet!

There are many other jobs which we

;‘Twharﬁnger
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side of the agueduct.

tackle, mainly associated with mainten-
ance of the length of canal which has
already been restored. It was reported in
the last issue that the spillweir over the
temporary dam below the Cottage was
not coping with excess water and would
need to be redesigned and built. Martyn,
who has some experience in working

7

Hedging, laid last winter, has burst into growth.
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FPhotos: Brian Fox

with water, came up with a design for a
new weir and started on the construction
together with Keith and Peter. This
involved a lot of earth moving, relaying
a new channel lined with more of the
bricks and blocks retrieved from Over, on
a bigger scale than the original, and with
3 overflow pipes feeding into it. All we
need now is another July deluge to test
it - well October would be better! By the way,
there are now hundreds of fish (mostly
rudd, I think) in the pound which was
only refilled in March. We suspect a bit of
restocking has been going on.

Another maintenance job is, of course,
just cutting the grass and trimming
hedges 1o keep the towpath clear. Potholes
and general unevenness in the track to
the Cottage are levelled so that vehicles
are not inconvenienced. More substantial
hedge/tree maintenance is undertaken
(out of nesting season) and is quite
popular on a winter’s day — especially with
a bonfire thrown in for good measure. I
can report that the experimental hedging
which was laid last winter has now burst
into growth along the full length so we
shall be continuing with this work next
winter. Lucien’s cuttings have also started
to shoot so they will be used to fill any
gaps in the hedge.

!
)

Two stob planks have been 'removed from the

The Wharfinger
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STOP PLANKS

Replacement of the stop planks at
the lock has now been put high on the
agenda. On close inspection it was
discovered that the top one was rotting
and the next one down not much better
so they have now been removed, lowering
the water in the pound by about 8”. A
search is now going on for a sawyer 1o cut
some lengths of more appropriate timber.
While the water is lower it is not flowing
over the spillweir and through the culvert
under the Cottage so we shall take the
opportunity to inspect the lining of the
culvert and also relay the bricks on the
spillweir because they are coming loose.
The culvert under the towpath will also
be inspected. And, finally, some repairs
must be made to the canal bank where
the swans are accessing the water and
wearing away the ground! We
can’t afford to have cars sliding off
the track to the Cottage and into
the canal!

Our top priority at the moment
is shaping three commemorative
milestones which are to be located
at our 3 active restoration sites and
unveiled this summer as part of
the 25" Anniversary Celebrations.
Further details are in the article on
page 8. We didn't imagine the
masonry skills that we have learnt
at Oxenhall would assist the H&EG
CT to create replica milestones
- and another stone has been
inscribed with initials and the date
for insertion into the structure of
the aqueduct when it is finished.

Edition 97




MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT

EsTABLISHED 24 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwintertransport.co.uk
email: info@midwintertransport.co.uk
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If there is nothing to appeal so far then
how about some maintenance of various
bits of machinery? We do not have any
mechanics among us at Oxenhall at the
moment but basic servicing is undertaken
on the tractor, saw bench, cutting wheel,
mowers, strimmer, concrete mixer, etc,
Speaking of which our concrete mixer
finally gave up the ghost and could not
be cajoled into working again so, alter
mixing tons concrete at the lock (and
more recently for the aqueduct), it has
to be scrapped. The word was put about
and John Forrest discovered an electric
one in his back garden (which was in the
way!) so he kindly donated it to the Canal
Trust - and, as we already had a portable
generator to power it, that should see
us through to the end of the aqueduct
- which is what matters for the moment.
I must point out that this all happened
the week before John got married and
went off on honeymoon! Thauks John and
please come back soon, we are working up a
progranume wihich requires your skills.

COME AND SEE'!

If any of the above appeals to you then
please come to Oxenhall on a Tuesday 1o
introduce yourself, or have a word with me
on the ‘phone beforehand if you wish.

For those who don’t like (or are unable)
to participate in the physical stuff then
there is much background work to be done
and those of us who sometimes like to
get dirty, wet and cold couldn’t continue
without this essential input — so if you are
prepared to use your negotiating or other
professional skills to assist our progress
please get in touch with Janet Moult, or any
of the team mentioned on the inside back
cover, to discuss. And if you are unable, for
any reason to get further involved, then
please continue to pay your subscription
and just read about us in The Wharfinger!
Armchair Members are an essential part of the
composition of the Canal Trust and the more
Members that there are then the more influence
we lave when promoiing the ongeing restoraiion
of the H & G Canal. ¢ BF

™ Wharfinger

As Brian says ... if you haven’t
already done so, pick up a leaflet
today and help us restore this
Canal by joining the Trust or
recruiting a new Member!

HEREFO§DSHIRE
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Membership forms are available from
™ Wrarr House or Membership Secretary,
Nigel Jefferies. (see inside back cover)
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Work at Yarkhill 5,6 sigh
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' Welcome to ‘New Boy' Paul Hatt, who comes §
L complete with his own vintage tractor!

YR
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t Yarkhill the last three months and ditch bank has already been cut and

has seen a mixture of rain and
warmth resulting in rampant growth of
vegetation. Much strimming, mowing
and ditch clearance has taken place
but, in the shorl term, nature is winning!
Paul Hatt is a welcome addition to our
team. Paul comes with an added asset — a
vintage fraclor with topper and side bar culting
Jacilities! The top of the towpath, canal

Seicw. Alarge tree stump is removed.

The Wharfinger

500 yards of the dry canal bed mown.

Despite the maintenance workload,
‘wildside’ restoration has still been
moved forward. Willows that were
already on the ground have been cleared,
stumps have been dug and pulled, and
logs moved to storage at the site hut.
Soil deposits have been dug and moved
to the site hut dam and bumps and dips

A considerable improvement here ...
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levelled. We now have a 310 yard streich
of reasonable access which will assist
further restoration. Plans are being made
to carry out digger work and to prepare
for this a height survey ol 1owpath,
canal bottom and ‘wildside’ bank has
been carried out. The results showed less
variance than visual inspection suggested
—but could also indicate that the towpath
has settled and could need raising along
its whole length.

The towpath has also attracted our
attention with the addition of hardcore
in several wet places, the planting of
two donated horse chestnut trees on the
ditch bank and the preparation of the
milestone site. Coppicing of two years
ago is now bearing fruit and hawthorn
‘hedge’ trimming has been started.

Visitors continue to appreciate our work
at Yarkhill and we were pleased to be part
of the Herefordshire Walking Festival
when we took twenty-two walkers from
Kymin through to the River Lodon and
back.

Our sincere thanks to all the landowners
ot only for allowing access but also for the
considerable preparatory work that they

carried out. ¢ CH

and here. .,

T™e Wharfinger

Above Twenty two visitors from the
Hereford Walking Festival enjoyzd
their walk along the Canal.

Esiow: Bernard Ingram uses his new
chainsaw gualifications 12 make a useful
brench from a fallen tree
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Braunston Historic
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No one can ever say that Janet Moult is
other than a most active Chairman of
the HZG CT (and of the Canal Trust’s
Trading Companies). She also has a
myriad of other roles within the Canal
Trust as well (not forgetting writing for
The Wharfinger). Here we learn that
Janet is also an early riser . . .!

Herefordshire was looking beautiful
at 5.30am on June 28" I was
on my way with a loaded car to the
Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally
in Northamptonshire. After meeting
up with Member Steve Bence (and a
welcome cup of coffee) we went to set
up the H&G CT stand at Braunston
Marina. The marquee was alongside
one of the wharves — probably the
nearest to a narrowboat at any show I
have attended.

The weather was great
(no rain on the Saturday)
and the crowds were out in
force. A wedding was blessed
on one of the boats and the
boat parade needed the skills
of the owners to manoeuvre
72 ft narrowboats into 73 ft
spaces!

I went off for an early
lunch and came back to find
a cheque for £200 had been
presented to the H&EG CT by
long-standing supporter Tim
Coghlan, owner of Braunston
Marina, and David Suchet
(thank you).

Close of show, return to
Steve's, a welcome break

The Wharfinger

Braunston Church is a well known waterways
landmark overlooking Braunston Marina.

and then a drive back to Hereford. Derek
Weaver and Penny Shetliffe travelled up
on Sunday and met up with Des Pick (our
demon draw ticket seller) and another
good day ensued. The displays and stock
were packed up and returned by Penny
to my garage. What a change - they were
dusty but not muddy! ¢ M
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Phofos: Paul Bannett

Steve Bence (centre) ns-presemed with the cheque by
Tim Coghlan (left) and David Suchet.
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