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umn from Janet Moult
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Reading a very old issue of another Canal Trust's magazine
| noted a comment that they continually sought voluntary
effort from members but never acknowledged. or offered
encouragement to, those who cannot give practical support.

We are very aware of the support throughout the country
from our Members who pay their subscriptions —the backbone
of our income — and make our volunteers’ work possible. If
any of these Members can get along to the events We
attend around the country, please come and see us so that
we can say thank you.

You will read on page 31 of the generous donation by
Derek Gray of his beloved boat. He has spent many, many
hours building away in his back garden and it is sad that
he will not be able to sail in her (perhaps the new owner
could take him and wife Margaret on a short trip?). We
hope to raise a goodly sum for the H&G CT. Last year we
received a large quantity of canal related books from Mrs
Walton which raised over £500 (I still have a selection of
titles — including new donations, if anyone is interested).
These are just two of the instances of Members, who cannot
physically help with restoration, supporting the Canal Trust
— for which we are very grateful.

Money will be in short supply this year and we will make
the very best use of our income so that we can continue to
work on our sites along the Canal. You will see below
i WA T 2 another request for help in grant applications and
T BRSE fundraising. Recent pleas for specific help have been
B e i successful (see page 43) so 1 have every confidence that
bR someone will come forward —any other offers of help are

very welcome.

Hoping for a dry, hot summer - but not too dry that it
dries up the canals!

¢ Janet Moult Chairman

We are looking for a volunteer to find
grants/make grant applications and
someone to be involved with fund raising
(not necessarily the same person). On the

fund raising front a couple of good events a year
would make a significant difference — I have some ideas but
not the time to pursue them so please do give me a ring
(01432 264 366) to discuss either (or both!).

Thank you.
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Welcome to edition EU(J of The
Wharfinger. As d quarterly
publication mathematically ~ inclined
readers may have expected this to be
published last year —our 25% Anniversary?
However, an overburdened former Editor
managed to publish two consecutive
editions numbered 20 then, in more
recent times, two editions were replaced
by a four page bulletin as my H&G CT
voluntary endeavours were fully oceupied
elsewhere.

On page 6 Print Plus show how they print
an edition for us. Their generous ongoing
sponsorship of the extra costs involved in
printing each edition in full colour is not
taken for granted. Our sincere thanks to Mark
(and to his team).

There have been major changes in The
Wharfinger over 99 issues! Edition no.l,
dated 6" June 1983, comprised 8 stencilled
pages — Janet White was Editor. “The
Hereford Wharfinger” title was born in
edition 2; in no.6, winter 1984, Mike Potts
became Editor — by no.16 the title was
amended to “The Wharfinger”. Mike
continued as Editor until no.26, frequently
writing all the material himself! Yours truly
(at the time also Chairman of the then
Society) joined Mike as joint Editor for
n0.27 (summer 1990) by which time the
newsletter was 24 pages long.

I took over as Editor for no.29, winter
1990, with assistance from Mike (for the
next two issues) and David Penny. Our use
of ‘desktop (computer) publishing’ started
then as did the inclusion of (rather grainy!)
black and white photographs. The

o < )19
commencement of our long and
relationship with Print Plus, in summer ./
1994, brought further improvements in print
quality.

From the summer of 2001 {no.70) we had
the very welcome voluntary assistance of
Maggie Jones — her major ‘makeover’ was so
effective that we felt justified in calling the
newsletter a magazine! Numerous layout
improvements followed - including a
different (black and white) cover photograph
for each issue. Edition 85, autumn 2005,
saw the first colour cover photograph -
another great improvement! Then with
generous support from Print Plus, in the
summer of 2006, edition 88 marked the
change to full colour throughout — and what
a difference that made!

We do hope that you will appreciate the
further ‘tweaks’ that have been given to the
style and layout of this issue, we are
determined to continue to give our readers
the best possible voluntarily compiled
magazine. Uppermost in our minds is the
fact that The Wharfinger is our
‘ambassador’ reflecting the high standards
that the H&G CT aspires to in everything
that it does. We strive to remain both
interesting and informative to our Members,
supporters, decision-making bodies and our
many other influential readers. Thank you
to everyone who works together to make this
possible.
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Almost everything that the Canal  Print Plus take over:-

Trust does involves considerable 1

‘behind the scenes’ work that is easy - - ey e -
to take for granted — producing an e =

edition of The Wharfinger is = B: H:E: 0 A E * M
certainly no exception! It is also LR . R O TEL R
a (very successful) example of our a: F: M: 3 E R
‘working together’ approach to e P E: B: E- M- = x"'!
getting things done - literally dozens s O DD SRS,
of our volunteers get involved, in o . - B @ @j B- 8 8
some manner or other, in getting L EEE R

each issue to you. e e
Our artwork displayed on the pre-press system ready to

Writing articles and taking be laid out to make up the printing plates.
photographs are  very
important (thank you
to the ever-increasing
numbers doing so!)
but so is obtaining the
advertising, collecting the
money and all the steps in
between. Some 60 hours per
edition are spent liaising,
editing and proof-reading
— and as much again in
producing the final copy

g The imposition process: the
ready for print — and that screen shows the content of one

is only as far as getting it ~ set of printing plafes.
to the printers!

Making the plates: operator collecting
plates from the plate setter.

™ Wharfinger 0 ~ Edition 100
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- After allowing fime
for the ink to dry, the

l‘ printed sheets are

I8 i reacy for making

AN =

into books.

Loading the paper at the feeder end of the

press.

Retrieving a printed sheet from the delivery end
of the press ...

General view of the book-
let finishing machine. The
printed sheets go into the
bins behind the operator.
They are automatically

collated together, folded,
stitched and trimmed.

6

The delivery end of the
finishing line, stacking the
books into the boxes in
which they will be delivered.

.. for quality check during the run.
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Prior to delivery of The Wharfinger our ‘Postmasters’
have placed the labels and stamps on all the envelopes
and then, on delivery of each edition, there follows
the substantial task of ‘stuffing’ the copies, plus any
enclosures, and sorting into batches for posting and
hand-delivery.

So, next time The Wharfinger lands on
your doormat please remember the many
volunteers that have worked together to
get it to you; our thanks to everyone who
have made this and the past 99 editions
possible — and to the team at Print Plus for
their ongoing support and encouragement.

¢ CRP

: Stacking The Wharfinge.
into boxes

programmes * newsletters * b

PRINT
PLUS

01432 272025

126 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HN
Fax: 01432 353962 * Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk

www.printplushereford.co.uk
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Lifeboats

‘A lifejacket buys
you vital time —
but only if you're &8
wearing it.

On average, RNLI crew rmembers rescue 22 people a day.
Sou\eyh\wmtmmakemediﬂuenambeing
rescued alive. The fact Is, wearing 2 lifejacket will more
than double your chances of survival in the water.*

Wearing a lifejacket can buy you vital survival time,
but only if you wear it. Why not switch your way

of thinking? Our advice is to put a lifejacket on the
moment you board your boat. And should you want
to remove it, think carefully about your decision.

For advice on choosing a \ifejacket and how to
wear it correctly, call us on 0800 328 0600 (UK)
or 1800 789 589 (Rol) or visit our website
mli.org.uk/wearone

w»a-m-:m.-mnmmmmmmwm

Useless unless worn
v ¥
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Caroline Jones

Regular readers will
be aware that the
H&G CT were successful
in obtaining the British Waterways
tug Alder (page 30 of edition 93 and
subsequent reports). Alder was one of
a small number of ‘heritage’ boats from
BW'’s workboat fleet that were offered to
suitable organisations, on a 5 year lease,
on the basis that if we restore, maintain
and use the vessel ‘properly’ ownership
will then be transferred to the H&G CT.

Caroline Jones put forward the winning
case and has subsequently been responsible,
together with her family, for the ongoing
work on Alder. Following favourable reports
on our progress with Alder BW have more

RENTON HORTER 1O Uuuwlu

recently agreed that the Canal Trust could
take possession (on the same basis) of
the ex. Grand Union Carrying Co.’s motor
boat ‘Renton’ and the ex ‘River Class’ butty
‘Tow’ (which BW has converted into a mud
hopper). Here Caroline tells the story of
Renton ‘coming home to Gloucester’ ...

After a lot of work with getting the lease
from British Waterways organised and a
number of visits to see Renton at Marsworth
we finally started the trip to bring the boat
‘home’ on Good Friday April 10 2009. The
crew were myself, my husband Neil, our
teenage children Bethan and Sam and of
course the salty sea dog that is Floss our
4yr old Staffy/whippet cross! Living
arrangement were limited, it would be more
like camping than anything else but it would
be an adventure, or so I kept telling the kids

anyway!

Renton awaiting collection at the BW Marsworth Yard.

The Wharfinger

Edition 100

Photos: Caroline Jones and Hugh Conway-Jones















































































































