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Serenity

comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

* Discounts available for Inland Waterways
Association members

* Speak to our UK based marine insurance

specialists in person

* Boat Contents insurance available for
residential craft.

cal 0800 515 629

or visit
towergatemardon.co.uk

Atowergate mardon

formerly Mardon Marine

Towergate Mardon is a trading name of the Towergate
Underwriting Group Limited. Authorised and regulated
by the Financial Services Authority
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Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

-

q@?'an‘ia'ine.co;uk' ==

Tel: 1452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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As you will read elsewhere our editor, Cliff Penny, has
been unwell recently and we wish him steady progress in
his recovery. Our thanks must go to all the contributors
and to Maggie Jones for producing this issue of The
Wharfinger and keeping up the high standards. When |
meet members the most frequent comment is how much
they enjoy reading The Wharfinger.

More thanks must go to a number of members who
have relinquished their posts after many years. Tony
Boonham has given up keeping an eye on, and
producing the inventory, of tools at Over. Bernard
Ingram has stepped down from the Council of
Management, but will continue as a volunteer and
wield the chainsaw. Pam Day has moved from the area.
Our thanks go to Pam for the loan of the marquee and
collecting aluminium cans for our funds (see page 39).

Sadly one of our long time supporters has died; Joyce
Smith was born at the Wharf House at Crews Pitch and
recorded her memories of life alongside the Canal at
Yarkhill.

Mention of Yarkhill reminds me that I must apologise
for leaving it out of my list of restoration projects in
the last issue! Many of you will have seen the progress
being made when you went on the New Year’s Day
walk. Another walk and lunch will take place in May
thanks to Nigel Jefferies (details on page 11).

I am still looking for someone to care for the photos
and keep up the press cuttings books — not a very
onerous task. In the meantime please to me send any
items of interest.

As you probably realise a number of The Wharfingers
are hand delivered with a considerable saving on postage.
The increase in postal rates in April will increase the Trust’s
expenditure — if anyone would like to sponsor the postage on
an issue of The Wharfinger - please contact me.

Lastly, a very big thank you to all the volunteers over
the years who have made the opening of ™ WHARF
Housk ‘Restaurant with Rooms’ possible.

How many times have I used the word THANKS? It just
goes to show what a tremendous membership we have
in the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust.

¢ Janet Moult, Chairman
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E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 17 years, and we will continue to

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194J)J
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The-pint to refresh Canal Volunteers!
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Edltorial Note

Those of you who read Cl(ff Penny’s
excellent editorial in the last edition
of The Wharfinger, will have noted the
headline “Working Together'.

This edition is a reflection of that editorial
as, unfortunately, Cliff has not been at all
well in recent weeks and was unable to work
on this edition in its early stages. The various
members who regularly write articles for the
magazine plus a new contributor, Chris
Byrne,have all worked together to bring you
The Wharfinger, edition 103, out
approximately on schedule.

We have missed Cliff’s input and attention
to detail hope and apologise in advance
should any errors appear on these pages.

I am glad to say Cliff has been able to
make a limited (but welcome) contribution
just before we went to press.

All the regular features are here and lots of
great photos. Thank you all for your
contibutions and support.

Cliff, we all wish you a speedy recovery
and hope you are back in the driving
seat for edition 104. ¢ MJ

Once again we have some great prizes for this year’s

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2010
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HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST -HAGC SALES

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2010

NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY for FOUR

Holid
Bla% g‘gcﬁ Exﬂldauyvgssank Holidays

=1 ONE DAY'S BOAT HIRE oun«u-u-t ]

54 Bben

Friends and —
oo\\oaeues e Doeted
a groa e
for }us‘i £100
':'n-ly Bulmers’

Aﬁain this year, due to popular request, we
.have sent you two books of tickets to sell
to family and friends. More books can be sent
to you if required (please contact Janet Moult
— see inside back cover).

We are very pleased to report that the
printing of the tickets once
again is sponsored
by Bulmers - thank you.

Prizes to be drawn late

Waterways Festival, at
Beale Park, Reading, on

The Wharfinger

TWO NICHTS m BED & BREAKFAST
for TWO at THE \THARF HOUSE, Over, Gloucester
ul.mmmummmw
Feotival, Doai Park,
muna—mmvm Feading

Our grateful thanks to Black Prince
Holidays, UK Boat Hire and ™ \Wrarr
Houst for donating the Holiday prizes —so
every pound raised is a pound towards
restoration of the Canal.

We appreciate that some recipients are not prepared
to buy or sell draw tickets — we apologise but we do
not have the resources to be selective in who receives
tickets. There is no obligation i¢ return unsold tickets.
In order to save costs we have not included tickets
in copies of The Wharfinger sent to Councillors,
Local Authorities etc. If you wish to support us please
contact Janet Moult on 01432 254 366 and she will be
delighted to send vou some tickets. Thank you.
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waterway

recovery The WRGles are Coming j

By Martin Danks

Hereford was invaded by two dozen WRGies from far afield for
a weekend of work restoring our Canal. The Waterway Recovery
Group (WRQG) is part of the Inland Waterways Association, who
organise support for canal restoration throughout Great Britain.

On average, they host Canal restoration work camps for over 5,000
volunteer days a year and Herefordshire continues to get a good share of
this labour, with people giving up their weekend and holidays to get
muddy and tired while camping in a village hall. Commonly known as the
WRGies, volunteers may be local or travel from afar.

“It speaks volumes when volunteers will travel from as far as Crewe, Norfolk,
London and Plymouth to spend the weekend supporting us in restoring the
Canal” said Martin Danks, who liaised with the Waterway Recovery Group
to organise this three-site occasion on behalf of the Canal Trust.

Overnight accommodation for the WRGies was at Yarkhill Village Hall
where the stalwart cooks catered for two dozen hungry volunteers. At
each site there was a group of local volunteers from H&GCT working with
the WRGies.

Three sites in Herefordshire that received a “wash and
brush up” were:

Yarkhill - under the guidance of local leader, Chris High,
winter maintenance work continued on both banks of the
Canal on this 1,000 yard stretch which has footpaths open
to the public for walkers.

Aylestone Park — Martin's team continued work on the
Aylestone slipway on the 350 yard stretch of the Canal in
Aylestone Park in Hereford. Jobs included landscaping
next to the new slipway walls, laying paving slabs (for
boat launching) and fitting a wooden buffer (to absorb
shocks when a boat touches the corner of wall).

Newtown Road - for the first time, work started
on the stretch of the Canal line at Newtown Road
in Hereford, which is owned by the Canal Trust.
Vegetation and scrub was cleared, pruned and
tidied. This will allow new trees to be planted.
Maggie Jones was the local leader on this occasion.
Progress here can be viewed from the pavement on
Widemarsh Canal Bridge, with its original iron
railings.

A big thank you to both WRGies and our
local volunteers who took part in this very
productive weekend event.

T iﬁharﬁhger 6 Edition 103
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Aylestone Park

GEOprojects

Award winning maps & atlases

INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN SERIES

? Worcester &
Birmingham Canal

wath the Dreitwich Canals

cruising maps....
© Basingstoke Canal and the River Wey Navigations £4.50

® Birmingham Canal Navigations £4.95
® The Broads £4.95
® (Caledonian Canal and the Great Gien £4.95
® Cheshire Ring £4.95
® Chesterfield Canal and the River Trent £4.50
West Stockwith to North Clifton
© Coventry and Ashby Canals £4.95
including the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
.
N ewtown ROCd ‘ : m&ucmlzge c:nn:IUmn Canals and Crinan Canal £5.95
p Map 1 Birmingham to Fenny Stratford £495
Map 2 Braunston to Kings Langley £4.95
Maﬂ 3 Fenny Stratford to the Thames £495
Map 4 Leicester Line, Soar Navigation £495
and Erewash Canal
® Inland Waterways of Britain (GB route planner) £5.75
® Kennet and Avon Canal £4.95
® |ancaster Canal with the Ribbie Link £4.95
® Lee and Stort Navigations with the E. London Ring  £4.00
® Leeds and Liverpool Canal £4.95
® Llangollen and Montgomery Canals £495
® Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal £4.00
® Oxford Canal £4.95
® River Nene & Nene-Ouse Link, Peterborough to March £4.95
® Shropshire Union Canal £4.95
* South Pennine Ring £4.95
® Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal with the £4.95
River Severn and Gloucester & Shamness Canal
® Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon  £4.95
® Thames, the river and the path £495
* Thames and London Rings Atlas £11.75
® Trent and Mersey Canal
Map 1 Preston Brook to Fradley Junction £4.95
Map 2 Great Haywood Junction to North Cliton £495
® Worcester and Birmingham Canal £4.50
with the Droitwich Canals + postage

Available from shops and waterside outlets or direct from:
GEOprojects (UK) Lid

8 Southern Court * South Street

Reading * RG1 4QS.

Telephone: 0118 939 3567 Fax: 0118 959 7356
E-mail: sales@geoprojects.net

Website: www.geoprojects.net

Call for details of credit card payment.

Photos: Chris High, Martin Danks, Maggie Jones
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AYLESTONE PARK By Martin Danks

Sllpwqy P

Arrangmg concrete to be
poured for the slipway ramp
involved inviting volunteers
well in advance, booking the
ready-mix for a Saturday and
arranging for the other tools
and materials to be available
(but not wasted), and small
plant hired. While we can
anticipate the weather we
cannot control it! So despite
driving rain we cheerfully(?)
placed 8m* concrete on a
weekend in mid-November
and another 1.5m° on the
Wednesday.

The three different gradients on '#
the ramp were achieved. Work on §

the join between the slipway walls S
and the ends of the canal bank SEISES
started using sandbags filled with a g
weak concrete mixture. It is vital to

provide a good seal between
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Main photo left: “sunny” view of the slipway with
the Park behind.

| e " ppotos:

The Wharfinger

the new structure and the canal that presently
holds water well. We have also started placing
the paving slabs adjacent to the coping stones
to give a good footing for those using the
slipway and a pleasing finish. A further WRG
weekend is planned for February to start
reducing the height and thickness of the canal
bank at the bottom of the slipway and
landscaping the surrounding area before the
grass begins to grow. This does not feel
imminent during the present conditions of
melting snow but it does grow apace once the
ground warms up!

The final bank removal and sealing of the
canal base and walls cannot take place until
the Spring. Both the canal and ground water
levels need to be lower and much drier
conditions for the clay base to be puddled. In
the meantime there are plenty of other jobs to
finish and winter maintenance tasks to
complete.

Buffer Strips

The design of this slipway incorporates
wooden “buffers” to absorb and spread the
shock load of any boats and colliding with the
brickwork. I'm told this has happened even to
the most experienced boaters! While simple in
design, the fixtures and fittings need to be
resilient and corrosion resistant. Portions of an

Photo strip above shows action piciures of
concreting the ramp and laying the coping stones.
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old lock gate, in elm, were collected from Over
Basin by local volunteer, John Arnold, who is
busy fashioning them to the design in the
working sketch.

These will be fitted to the corners of the
slipway walls before the final bank removal.

Acknowledgement must go to Herefordshire
Council Parks and Countryside Service for
their support and encouragement for the projects
carried out during the summer, and to the Estates
Department for promptly ensuring the necessary
consultation and notices were carried out
correctly. Thank you Rob, Fran and Alison.

The finishing touches to the slipway are
important for a structure expected to be in
place for the next 150 years of the life of the
canal. While my great-grandfather’s company
Danks, Venn and Sanders traded on the canal
through the Park in the 1850’s I do expect it to

oA
~.t Formal Notice

92}

be in good condition for my great-grand
children who may well travel through the Park,
possibly via the waterbus from Withington to
Widemarsh!

Items such as the fixings for the buffer strips
in stainless steel, blue bull-nosed corner coping
bricks, an interpretive plaque and mooring
bollards need to be funded since the original
budget was to provide the main structure.
Each item comes in at about £150 and I would
be delighted for any potential sponsors to come
forward. 1 would like to see some “meaty”
bollards in cast iron and choose a pattern in
keeping with the 1840’s. Istill have contacts in
the foundry industry where I used to work so I
would expect to get an H&G standard bollard
pattern made that could also be used elsewhere
as further stretches of the canal are restored.

¢ MD

2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

To BE HELD ON TuespAy 20st Jury, 2010
AT THE RovyAL OAK, MucH MARCLE, AT 7.30PM.

his is the formal notice of the 2010
| AGM in order to give Members the
. opportunity to make a note in their
diary; this year the AGM will be held
on Tuesday 20™ July. The Agenda
and Annual Report will be in the next
. edition of The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G CT's
Articles and Memorandum of Association
those Members of the Council of
Management who are retiring on rotation
but offering themselves for re-election do
| not require to be formally nominated to
| serve an additional term. However, new
' nominations to serve on the Council of
| Management are welcomed and have to

be made in writing, in a prescribed form.
Nomination forms are available from
Liz Connors [see Contacts on inside back
cover] to whom they should be returned
to arrive not less than 7 days nor more than 28
days prior to the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to
vote at an AGM may appoint a proxy to
vote in his/her stead. A proxy must be
someone entitled to vote at the Meeting.
Proxy forms are also available from Liz
Connors and must be completed, signed
and returned to her at least 48 hours prior |
to the commencement of the AGM.

Thank you.

The Wharfinger
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