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cruising maps....
® Basingstoke Canal and the River Wey Navigations £4.50

* Birmingham Canal Navigations £4.95

® The Broads £4.95

® Caledonian Canal and the Great Glen £4.95

® Cheshire Ring £4.95

® Chesterfield Canal and the River Trent £4.50
West Stockwith fo North Ciifton

® Coventry and Ashby Canals £4.95

including the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
® Forth & Clyde and Union Canals and Crinan Canal £5.95
Grand Union Canal

Map 1 Birmingham to Fenny Stratiord £4.95
Map 2 Braunston to Kings Langley £4.95
Map 3 Fenny Stratford o the Thames £4.95
Map 4 Leicester Line, Soar Navigation £4.95
and Erewash Canal
® Iniand Waterways of Britain (GB route planner) €575
® Kennet and Avon Canal £4.95
® |ancaster Canal with the Ribbie Link £4.95
© Lee and Stort Navigations with the E. London Ring  £4.00
® |eeds and Liverpool Canal £4.95
® Liangollen and Montgomery Canals £4.95
* Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal £4.00
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® South Pennine Ring £4.95
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River Severn and Gloucester & Sharpness Canal
® Stratford-upon-Avon Canal and the River Avon  £4.95
® Thames, the river and the path £4.95
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Map 2 Great Haywood Junction to North Clifton €495
* Worcester and Birmingham Canal £4.50
with the Droitwich Canals + postage
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8 Southern Court * South Street
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Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty
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Tel: 01452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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The Wharfinger

| am writing this column having just spent two days with
the sales/display stand at the University of the Great
Outdoors, held at Hampton Court near Leominster. This
seemed to be the ideal show to promote the joys of canal
restoration on the H&G and of the canal camps held
both in Herefordshire and Gloucestershire — as well as
around the country. We may not be able to compete with
zip wires, brush boarding and bungee jumping but there is
a lasting legacy in a fully restored canal. This was also an
opportunity to promote Aylestone Park, a short stretch of
calm water and a slipway, within Hereford City.

The opening of the B&B accommodation at ™ WHaRF HOUSE,
and the very successful first few weeks of trading, is covered
elsewhere in this issue of The Wharfinger - congratulations
to all those involved over the years. [see p.11]

It is now a year since the website was re-launched, so I have
been looking at the log book of enquiries received from the
website. By far the largest number has been requests for
information on how to get involved with the restoration at our
sites along the canal. This is very encouraging and, as a result,
most of the sites have gained new volunteers. There are
obviously many wood-burning stoves in the two counties
(including the one in Yarkhill Village Hall beloved by the
WRGies) as requests for logs also come in regularly!

We do get offered some strange services - one that appeals after
late evening and Sunday phone calls is to set up a call centre in
Hong Kong! [I think there might be a hint here to those who
‘phone the Chairman late in the evening and on Sundays — Ed.]

The sales/display stand and the website are just two of the
ways in which we promote the H&G Canal Trust. We could do a
lot more (we are full of ideas) but may not be able to carry such
projects forward without more people getting involved with all
the many aspects of the organisation and administration of the
Canal Trust. There are only 11 members on the Council of
Management at present (I will not mention the average age!)
and of 10 members on the Trading Company committee two
also serve on the CoM. Reading other Canal Trust magazines
and talking to their members at meetings, this is a challenge for
both large and small societies/trusts; including those who have
paid administrative staff.

Please think what you can do to support the H&G so we can
move forward into the future with renewed vigour!

¢ Janet Moult, Chairman
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MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT

EsTaABLISHED 25 YEARS

With a full range of vehicles including
flat curtain sided and refrigerated
from half tonne Escort to 38 tonne artic
Hiab crane vehicle Nationwide

TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO DELIVER

Newent 01531 820276

Fax: 01531 821303
Little Carswells Farm, Upleadon, Newent, GL18 1ED
www.midwintertransport.co.uk
email: info@midwintertransport.co.uk
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When, two editions ago, | was writing
my editorial on the theme of working
together little did I realise that the next
edition would have to be put together
without my involvement (I did manage
a little dabble at a very late stage!).
Thank you to everyone for working
together ... In this edition we have
yet more examples of this philosophy
in action — it is almost as famous
throughout the Inland Waterways
system as our not having any problems
(only challenges)!

Dymock Parish Council have been
working together with the H&G CT and local
landowners regarding proposals for much
needed ‘affordable housing’ in the heart of
Dymock that would also see the Canal
brought back to the village (on an essential
diversion route) as an integral part of the
development. This co-operative partnership
will also deliver significant additional benefits
for the community including a new play area
and open space. David Penny gives further
details on page 6.

New Corporate Member Withington Group
Parish Council have also been working
together with their community and their Parish
Plan survey identified exceedingly strong
support for the restoration of the H&G Canal.
On page 28 H&G CT Member Jackie Bremner,
a resident at Withington Marsh, tells how she
and her colleagues at Cargill Meats Europe
were successful in building on the parish
Council survey, and our working together
approach, to secure a £3,000 donation from
the Company. However, we must forgive the
local press for reporting that the £3,000 would
enable us to restore all 34 miles - if only!

e Wharfinger

l Editorial by cliff Penny

More working together ...

Some examples of working together are not
as obvious as might be expected. Over the
years a number of respected senior people
within the inland waterways industry have
supported the H&G CT in various ways. Apart
from his generous annual support in donating
the first prize in our Grand Holiday Draw,
Tim Parker of Black Prince Holidays picked
up the phone to be one of the first to
congratulate the team at ™ WHARF HOUSE on
their achievement in getting the majority of
the B&B accommodation completed utilising
funding generated by the Tea Rooms and
Restaurant. Tim then generously sent a
cheque for £5,000 that will enable the fit-out
of the disabled bedroom to be completed.
Thank you most sincerely Tim for your long-
standing encouragement and especially for this
specific donation.

For the past twenty editions of The
Wharfinger Colin Dymott has been our
volunteer Advertising Co-ordinator, taking
over the role at a time when our cover was
still a black and white photograph (and full
colour throughout had not even been
considered!). All advertising in The
Wharfinger is paid for and Colin, by working
together with the businesses involved, has
very successfully retained our regular
advertisers and secured many more — an
excellent mix of local and national businesses.
However, Colin wishes to retire — something
that even volunteers do eventually! Thank
you, Colin — have a happy 80th birthday.
(Vacancy - see page 35.)

Please — how can you work together
with us? Help us to ensure that we are
reporting yet more successes in future
editions of The Wharfinger. ¢ CRP
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Dymock Partnership Project |

|y

By David Penny _

Dymock has always been one of the fh::gr?l:: :,‘ﬁ?:ge

most go ahead Villages, when faced J ML The Beauchamp
with a pub closing they bought it, s i Arms Public House
and they really believe in partnership g =

and action to make things happen. A new arm to the Hereford

and Gloucester Canal

Restored stretch
- of Canal through
the new housing
development

Towards
Ledbury

Mop base: Quatro Design Architects




One of Dymock’s clear wishes for
many years has been to see the
Canal back as soon as possible, and
3 years ago I was guest speaker at
their AGM explaining how we could
all work together to make the
dream a reality.

It not just the Canal, the Village
needs car parking and a new play
area to replace the one that is on
the Canal line, as well as a supply
of affordable housing to keep it a
vibrant community. A vision was
formed between the Parish and
Canal Trust that all this could come
about with the Canal as the axis
upon which it all hinged....

Well, after several years behind the
scenes, the drawing alongside represents
part of that vision now shared with local
developer Tomack. This will be going
forward as a Planning Application over
the summer to see 12 affordable houses
for local people, 5 open market properties,
the play area moved to the site to free up
the line of the Canal for restoration at
the other end of the village, a car park
for the village, and the transfer of the
balance of the site to the Canal Trust to
build the Canal. The developer will be
moving the electricity cable on site out of
the way of the Canal so we have a clear
site to work on. The site also makes
provision for the future new small branch
canal to the pub....

As normal for the H&GCT all the houses
on site will make annual payments towards
the maintenance, management and
restoration of the Canal in perpetuity, so
subject to Planning Permission, we very
much hope to be seeing this as a new site
in the near future. ¢ DRP

The Wharfinger

Serenity

comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

« Discounts available for Inland Waterways
Association members

* Speak to our UK based marine insurance
specialists in person

* Boat Contents insurance available for

residential craft

cal 0800 515 629

or visit
towergatemardon.co.uk

A towergate mardon

formerly Mardon Marine

Towergate Mardon is a trading name cf the Towergate
Undenwriting Group Limited. Authonised and regulated
by the Financal Services Authority
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The WRGies come to Llanthony

Waterway Recovery Group (WRG)
volunteers (WRGies) from all over the
country regularly hold canal camps to assist
local volunteers who are restoring canals
and inland waterways. The last edition of
The Wharfinger reported (on page 6) that
WRG had visited three of our restoration sites
in Herefordshire. Shortly after it was
Gloucestershire’s turn! A 20 strong group of
WRGies came for a weekend and helped
with various projects around the Llanthony
Lock site.

One of the tasks was to move the old
footbridge which crossed the lock. This
required the erection of a platform inside the
lock which Severnside Scaffolding very
kindly supplied and erected for us; our

=

lock sincere thanks go to them for their help. The

Top: Scaffolding plfform set up in the
remove the old bridge. (note: the bridge being wooden walkway on the bridge was first
removed is behind the newer access bridge in removed to reduce weight then the girder

the forground.)
Middle: Putting the rollers in position.
Bottom: Winching the bridge onto the lockside.

frame was mounted on rollers and carefully
winched across onto the side of the lock
chamber. The bridge will be now assessed to
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see if it is worth restoring for use elsewhere
on the H & G canal system. It was constructed
as a swing bridge although it was not
installed as such. We have, however, located
the swing pivot and so it is possible that
previously the swing mechanism was
operational.

Removing tree stumps and clearing brush
from the “North West passage” into the lock
were valuable activities carried out by other
WRGies in the group.

Our thanks go to Simon, the WRG team
leader, and also to our own volunteers who,
amongst other things, lugged the scaffolding
from the yard to the lock and back again
when the project was completed. They all
did a great job, thank you.

Please give me a ring on 01684 292997 if

you wish to join our team of volunteers, you
1 ’
will be made most welcome ¢ PH

Pholos: Alan Mcbride

Above: Setting up the winch to remove the tree
stumps.

Below left: Removing the decing on the bridge.
Below: Placing the bridge alengside the lock.
e o

FAX: 01452 305616
WWW.SEVERNSIDEMORLEY.CO.UK

SEVERNSIDE SCAFFOLDING LTD, LLANTHONY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
GLOUCESTER GL2 SHL
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“WHARF HOUSE

WATERSIDE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS

This summer fry our W
R Tr

A fine blend of setting, dining and resting!

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk
01452 33 2 900
OVER * GLOUCESTER * GL2 8DB

All profits from The Wharf House will be used for the promotion and restoration of the Hereford and Gloucester Canal




































































































