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DONATING ALL PROFITS TO THE CANAL TRUST

Chairman/manning: Janet Moult. Treasurer/com Rep/ Co. Secretary: Liz Connors.

Margaret Holmes, Mike Holmes, Heather Worth

Mail order sales/ Sales goods: Janel Moull, Bazaar: Pat Skeel
Commiittee: Barbara Moses, Ray Moses. Derek Weaver, Penny Shetliffe,

DONATING ALL PROFITS TO THE CANAL TRUST
Waterside Restaurant, Tea Rooms, Visitor Centre, Superior B&S,
Telephone 01452 33 2 900 www.thewharfhouse.co.uk




Serenity

comes from
being insured with
Towergate Mardon

* Discounts available for Inland Waterways

Association members

* Speak to our UK based marine insurance
specialists in person

* Boat Contents insurance available for
residential craft

cal 0800 515 629

or visit
towergatemardon.co.uk

Atowergate mardon

formerly Mardon Marine

Towergate Mardon is a trading name of the Towergate
Undenwriting Group Limited, Authorised and requlated
by the Financial Services Authority
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Robust Reliability from our worid beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty
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Tel: 01452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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Another AGM has just taken place — it was good to see
familiar faces and to meet some new members. Although only
a small proportion of the membership (currently over 1300)
were at the meeting — those that were there could appreciate
the complexity of running a Charity with two Trading
Companies and the work that is put in by the Treasurer.

The slide show after the AGM gave an insight into the many
tasks taken on by our volunteers. Canal restoration is not
only building slipways, clearing towpaths and playing with
“big toys”! Our Llanthony Lock Cottages need maintenance
and upgrading, the boats need maintenance, interior
decorating skills were needed for ™ WHARF HOusE Bed and
Breakfast rooms and the Trading Company travels around
the country to shows big and small.

The latter can be a logistical nightmare at times. The only show
where we hire a van is the ‘National’ (not inexpensive — would
any one like to sponsor part of the cost?) For all other shows
displays, stock, etc and sometimes the gazebo has to be packed
into cars. Now that I hold the stock it does mean that everything
is in one place - our spacial awareness is improving!

One of the shows we attended recently was the Braunston
Historic Boats Rally where we received a donation of £200 from
Tim Coghlan of Braunston Marina. Many thanks for your
continued support of the H&G Tim, it is greatly appreciated.

Another group of volunteers which I must mention is our
“hand deliverers”. Most of you receive The Wharfinger by
post but over 300 individual, and another 300 bulk copies,
are hand delivered at a considerable saving. I take batches to
members in both counties for onward delivery. A number of
these I leave in porches, dustbins or at the backdoor and
rarely see the deliverer — others include a cup of tea and a
catch up on their news. [That dustbin option has me a bit
worried — Ed.] 1 shall shortly be studying the current
membership list to see if there are other pockets we could
cover as I am sure postage rates will go up again soon.

By the time you receive this issue we will have attended a
new show at Foxton Locks, the ‘National’ at Beale Park,
Reading, and Yarkhill will have held their Open Day.

We will be getting ready for the Triple Open Day at Over,
Llanthony and Oxenhall at the end of the month.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at
the Gloucestershire Triple Open Day and at other events.

4 Janet Moult, Chairman
The Wharfinger 7 Edition 105



TRADITIONAL ROPE AND FENDER MAKERS

SuppPLIERS OF ROPE & TWINE
* No VAT * Makers of Traditional rope fenders * Rope for decking *
* Suppliers of rope and twines * Mooring lines * Tow ropes *
Decorative cotton rope * Bannister ropes and fittings ¢
Garden features * Cotton rope sitting hammock @ £59 + £7 p+p

Ir IT Is MaDE OF RorPE WE CAN MAKE IT
www.getknotted.co.uk alan@getknotted.co.uk

Tel: Alan 01926 410588 (24 hr answering) Fax: 01789 778953
Warwick Top Lock, Lower Cape, Warwick CV 34 5DP

ospectuses * calendars * magazines * books * exhibition panels

PRINT
PLUS

01432 272025

126 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HN
Fax: 01432 353962 + Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk

www.printplushereford.co.uk
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The economy continues to be debated
in the media almost daily, with diverse
opinions as to how and when there will
be significant improvements.

One of many indicators used by numerous
experts in their assessment of the state of the
nation’s recovery is the construction sector
and the number of new residential and
industrial developments ~ commenced
each quarter. One of the effects of the
economic downturn was the swift and very
significant reduction in the number of new
starts in the construction sector. This, in turn,
impacts on the potential that we have to
progress partnerships to the benefit of both
the landowner/developer and the canal.
However, new opportunities will present
themselves when the construction sector
recovers and we look forward to negotiating
new partnerships (and progressing those that
are currently awaiting better times).

Strategic planning policies form an
essential part of the process that assists us
in delivering the restored canal as a lasting
asset for the local community and visitors —
as well as providing an important ongoing
contribution to the local economy. Whilst
new development might have appeared to be
at a virtual standstill, that is changing behind
the scenes and the need for ‘protective’ and
‘supportive’ policies remains so that we are
ready for the economic recovery.

Herefordshire Council are required to
produce a Local Development Framework
and have recently published a ‘follow-on
consultation’ showing their Draft Preferred
Options for a number of market towns —
including Ledbury. This will ultimately form
part of the Core Strategy setting out long-
term planning objectives for the area.

The Wharfinger
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New Opportunities

The longest section of the canal where we
need to run along a new route is at Ledbury.
We welcome the reinforcement by the Council
of their long-established planning policies
relating to the canal corridor with their specific
proposals for this essential diversion route for
the H&G Canal. The new canal will run parallel
to the bypass (on our proposed route) to form
an enhanced linear park embracing both the
canal and the River Leadon. Some 700 new
homes are planned in a single urban extension
to the north of Ledbury railway viaduct.
Specific policies require the developer/s of the
housing to ‘facilitate’ the reconstruction/
construction of the canal with contributions for
the provision of land for the canal as well as
funding the actual construction of the canal
and making provision for the maintenance of
the canal in perpetuity.

By working together with Herefordshire
Council, Ledbury Town Council and
potential developers we need to ensure that
these important planning policies are
translated into detailed plans that, when the
development proceeds, deliver the maximum
from the canal and for the canal in this area
— to the benefit of all concerned.

Welcome to Martyn Hake, our new
volunteer Advertising Co-ordinator; given
his expertise I am confident that he will soon
be seeking ‘new opportunities’ for The
Wharfinger! (See page 39).

Sunday 26" September will be a Triple
Open Day at our Gloucestershire restoration
sites. ™ WHARF House will be celebrating
the 10™ anniversary of the reconstruction of
Over Basin on the Saturday and Sunday with
a local beer, cider and perry Festival. Why not
join us for tapas on the terrace and a glass of
something local — and toast the achievements
of all our volunteers? (See page 7.) ¢ CRP
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Annual General Meetmg - report

Held on Tuesday, 20th July,
at The Royal Oak, Much Marcle

The meeting opened with a welcoming address by our Chairman,
Janet Moult, in which she reviewed the many events over the
period from March 2009 to February 2010 and thanked all our
volunteers for all their hard work during that time.

f"llll“e

Nigel Jefferies, our Membership Secretary, was pleased to report
an increase in our membership figures and Liz Connors, Treasurer
and Company Secretary, followed with a comprehensive breakdown
of the Trust’s accounts.

Caroline Jones and David Penny were re-elected to the Council
of Management and Wilf Jones offered himself for appointment as
a Director, having sat on the Council for the past twelve months.
Ralph Barber, a volunteer from the Yarkhill restoration team, was
nominated as a new co-opted member of the Council of
Management.

Reports from each restoration site were given after the formal
meeting and accompanied with a Powerpoint presentation by Ted
Beagles. Each of the site leaders spoke to the photos giving
Members an update of the work that had happened along the canal
route and the opening of the bedrooms at ** WHARF HOUSE. Janet
Moult reported on the Trading Company stands at various events
both locally and around the country. ¢ MJ

Canal Trust Winter Bazaar

Please support our very own Bazaar. . '
An ideal opportunity to purchase that special gift! ~

Saturday, November 13"
St Katherine’s Hall, Ledbury ~

A wide selection of quality gifts on sale
s The H&G CT’s own sales stand
A display of restoration photographs
Bottle Draw - a really good chance to win a prize!
Home made cakes, filled rolls and other refreshments.

Offers of help, or to request a stand, please contact Pat Skeet — 01568 797 032
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OVER Update

By Ted Beagles and Chris Byrne }

7

1

During early July we had an exeavator,
dumper and ride-on roller on site to carry
out major improvements. Our volunteers
have completely resurfaced the whole of
the compound area with road planings,
built a gravel access road to the Severn
Trent sewage pumping station, put in a new
path from the flood plain to the grassy area
by the lock and have undertaken numerous
bits of ‘tidying things up” around the site.

Throughout the spring and early summer
all the vegetation has been growing rapidly,
and much time is spent keeping it under
control, with all the refurbished mowing
equipment working very hard. We recently
planted 3 large container grown trees on the
border between the canal land and housing
development which has required a significant
watering effort during the hot weather.

The hot and dry weather has also seen the
canal level falling over recent weeks; but
thanks to SPP Pumps, of Coleford, we now
have the loan of an excellent pump which is
more than up to the job of keeping the canal
topped up with water. (See page 28.) Work on
restoration of the old 6 inch pump continues
and, with the help of manufacturer Andrews-
Sykes, a big step forward was made recently
when we had the engine running for the first
time. Not very well I admit, but it has revealed
parts of the fuel system that needed further
attention, and enthusiasm to carry on the job
is now rejuvenated.

The Wharfinger
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Top: The resurfaced
compound.

Above: The new gravel
access to the pumping
station.

Right: Dave Hurran
studies details of the
new outboard motor.
Below: The new path
from the lock to the
flood plain.

Photos: Ted Beagles ar
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We have recently taken delivery of a new Honda
outboard engine for Mr Maysey (funded by
™= WHARF HOUSE) and are working to have the
boat ready for when Over Canal Basin celebrates
its tenth anniversary and takes part in the H&G
CT’s Gloucestershire Triple Open Day on Sunday
26th September. (See page 7.)

We welcome Simon McFarland to the Wednesday
gang whilst he is searching for a new job. The
average age of the group was reduced dramatically
when he became a regular member! ¢ TB

Around the Lock )

During the lovely weather, we have continued
working on the ‘bar celler’ outside on the terrace,
whilst continuing to maintain and carry out
alterations on the gardens surrounding ™* WHARF
Housk. We have also tackled the brambles around
Over Lock to, once again, reveal the original lock
walls and keep the area as a feature at the end of
the terrace (until it is restored!). o

e Sk Ol s ok B s CO S
giving a better view from the terrace.

T W JONES

For all your Landscaping & Building needs

Suppliers of Sand, Gravel, Decorative Stone, Top Soil & Ready Mixed Concrete

* Open to trade & DIY * Grab lorry hire
* For collection or delivery * Mobile concrete batching plant

Tel: 01432 342120 Fax: 01432 359037
Email: sales@twjones.co.uk

Hereford Quarry, Lugg Bridge, Hereford. HR1 3LZ

* Available loose or pre-packed ¢ 25kg polythene bags & tonne bags
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“WHARF HOUSE

WATERSIDE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS

A fine blend of setting, dining and resting!

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk
01452 33 2 900
OVER * GLOUCESTER * GL2 8DB

All profits from The Wharf House will be used for the promotion and restoration of the Hereford and Gloucester Canal




































































































