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E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 17 years, and we will continue fo
work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better ﬁl{tl:de

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward - ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 GL194J)
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Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

wwWibetamarine.cojuk™

Tel: D1452 723492 :
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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By the time that you receive this issue, the run up to
Christmas will be in full swing. 2010 was a good year for
the H&G CT. A new slipway in Hereford, the opening of
the bedrooms at ™ WHARF House and, (as you will read on
page 17) a Campaign to Protect Rural England award for
Over Basin — plus rosettes and stars galore for ™ WHARF
House! All this in a very difficult economic climate.

Each of our restoration sites held successful Open Days showing
slow but sure progress and ongoing maintenance achievements.
Other volunteers continue to be active both visibly and (equally
importantly) ‘behind the scenes’ — where their work could too
easily be taken for granted. Finances have been effectively
controlled, membership numbers grown, minutes painstakingly
recorded, development and town planning matters successfully
negotiated, the web site developed even further - and The
Wharfinger continues to attract both interesting contributors as
well as continued compliments!

The Trading Company travelled the country - to annual events like
Crick and Braunston, to new events at Foxton and Alfrick and, of
course, to the ‘National’ back at Beale Park. Purse strings are tighter
so sales are hard to come by, but interest in the H&G grows. Thanks
for donations to the Trading Company of Royal Worcester plates
from Audrey, woodwork, from John, and canal books from Michael
to raise funds for the work of the Trust. Other generous donations
have been received towards postage of The Wharfinger, van hire
and the many other aspects of our work. Thank you.

Sustainability is very important to the H&G CT and we are always
looking for new methods of saving energy and reducing our carbon
footprint. As you will have seen in Ed.105 we are now generating
solar power at ™ WHARF HOusE! so we look forward to a long, hot
summer — although, perhaps fortunately (given our climate), it
also works on the duller days too!

Long, hot summers (but without water shortages) — are welcomed
by another group of our volunteers - the site leaders. Each site
requires someone to take on the organising of the work programme,
raising funds, being aware of all health and safety aspects and
finding and motivating volunteers. Please go along and see the
work they are doing — week in, week out, and support their Open
Days next year. As new sites come on stream — new enthusiastic site
leaders will be needed - so please keep that challenge in mind.

We wish all our readers a happy, healthy Christmas and a
prosperous 2011. ¢ Janet Moult, Chairman
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PRINT
PLUS

- 01432 272025

126 Widemarsh Street * Hereford HR4 9HN
Fax: 01432 353962 « Email: enquiries@printplushereford.co.uk

www.printplushereford.co.uk

Wide Variety of
Cruising - Minutes
from M5 [J.13]

Unique and
attractive location
beside Gloucester &
Sharpness Canal

Good Facilities -
Competitive Rates

> LAND & WATER

To reserve a mooring
or make enquiries:

B Tel- Land & Water Estates
01452 740 043
Email-
saul-marina@btconnect.com
Web-
www.land-water.co.uk
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l Editorial by ciiff penny

Our friends the WRGies are celebrating
their 40th birthday this year — happy
birthday (and thanks) WRG!

Hopefully only a few of our readers will be
saying “who/what”? WRGies are the
volunteers who form the Waterway
Recovery Group - the national volunteering
arm of the Inland Waterways Association.
There are many WRG groups around the
country who help on inland waterways
both in their own locality and (frequently)
much further afield. WRGies pay (currently
£56 to £80) for a weeks Canal Camp to
cover ‘board and lodgings’ - typically
sleeping on a village hall floor and
organising all their own catering.

Anyone who has walked, fished, cycled,
paddled a canoe (or even steered a boat!)
along almost any part of the inland
waterways system should be saying “thank
you” to WRG. At some time over the past 40
years you can almost certainly guarantee
that a WRGie (or two, or likely, more!) will
have worked to help restore/reconstruct/
clean up or otherwise make possible what
we can take for granted today as the
fantastic asset of the inland waterways.

Coming closer to home WRG have been
actively involved with the restoration of the
H&G Canal from the outset, assisting our
own volunteers in the early days at
Monkhide and they regularly worked
alongside our Oxenhall team during part of
the restoration of the masonry of House
Lock. To a greater or lesser degree WRG
volunteers have been active on each and every
one of our restoration sites.

The greatest WRG involvement on the
H&G Canal (so far!) being — of course — at
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WR(G!

Over Canal Basin. In 2000, WRGies from
groups all around the country, worked with
our own volunteers to ensure that the
exceedingly tight 9 month deadline to get
the Over Canal Basin reconstructed and in
water was achieved — with ten days to
spare! Over £500,000 of work (at contract
prices) was undertaken on a budget of just
£60,000. The initials WRG are justly and
proudly displayed for posterity in contrasting
brickwork alongside the opening ceremony
plaque.

It is accepted that restoration of the H&G
Canal has a positive effect on the local
economy and brings benefits to the
communities through which it passes.
WRGies have already played a small part in
this. Over the years village halls (in both
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire) have
received numerous canal camp
accommodation bookings and this has
assisted in obtaining grants and improving
the halls to the long-term benefit of the
local community. Some village Pubs have
also seen a short-term windfall boost to
trade; the community owned Beauchamp
Arms at Dymock reputedly running out of
beer on more than one occasion — until the
landlord realised the ‘special dietary
requirements’ of many WRGies!

The ongoing achievements of our own
restoration volunteers should not be
forgotten; week in week out they are busy
at many locations along the H&G Canal
with both the (never-ending) demands of
maintenance and management of the canal
corridor and with restoration itself. Ten
years of voluntary work at Over has just
been the subject of an award from CPRE

(see page 17). ¢ CRP
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"WHARF HOUSE

* WATERSIDE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS

A fine blend of setting, dining and resting!

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk
OVER * GLOUCESTER » GL2 8DB m

01452332900

All profits from The Wharf Ho will be used for the promotion and restora of the Hereford and Glou ter Cana
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THE

WHARF HOUSE

gains a Rosette and Four Stars!

™= WHARF HOUSE is proud to have been /“"

honoured with the AA's esteemed Red

Rosette for culinary excellence; it is
the only restaurant in Gloucester to
receive this award. The award was
made after the restaurant and rooms
were recently assessed for quality and
consistent standards of hospitality,
service, food and comfort — receiving four
stars for the newly opened bedrooms.

In a press release David Penny, our
volunteer Commercial Director of ™*
WHarr House, expressed his delight
stating “I am very proud of how far we have
come over the last 5 years and receiving this
acknowledgement proves the team who have
worked so hard have an exciting future”.

Staff at “* WHARF HOUSE are passionate
about retaining and building on this
reputation and are looking forward to this
year’s Christmas menus being just as well
received.

This year the festive menu combines the
best of fine dining and a selection of local
wines (as well as others from further
afield) without the frivolous frills of the
festive season — a refreshing change for
the discerning diner! As is tradition at ™
WHARF HOUSE, turkey has once again been
banned from the menu.

We are proud to offer an alternative
seasonal menu with warmth and flavours
that you will want to sit back and enjoy,
with such delights as venison rolled in
walnut with a rich redcurrant sauce with a
hint of dark chocolate. The varied menu
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Left: The AA Rosette plate
awarded to the restaurant.

Above: The Four Star ploque
at the Visitor Centre entrance.

unusual options for

also provides
vegetarians who are never forgotten at ™
WHarRr House. All taking place in a
beautiful setting enough to brighten the
grey days of winter!

For the first time this year you can enjoy
your meal then shut out the cold night air
and settle in at ™ WHARF HOUSE and take
advantage of the AA awarded 4* rooms
with the knowledge that you will be
supporting our voluntary work on the
H&G Canal.

The Christmas season began at ™ WHARF
Housk at the beginning of November; but
for those who could not make it before the
Christmas break, the special festive menus
will continue until Monday, January 31st
2011. We hope to welcome some new
faces, as well as greeting the growing
number of loyal ‘regulars’ over the
Christmas and New Year period — why not
join us to celebrate!

Christmas opening times

As in previous years, ™ WHARF HOuSE,
will close after lunch on Christmas Eve
(Friday 24th December) and re-open

on Tuesday 4th January 2011.
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Much preparation took place for. the

Yarkhill Annual Open Day. Tractor side

-

bar cutting of the towpath bank edges 3@

= was followed by strimming and mitch

raking. This produced elght anda falf 6’

& loads of rubbish for moving to the lock
= dam fire site — a major exercise,

Subsequent mowing with the ride-on
mower maintained access and appearance.
Behind the scenes considerable media
promotion of the Open Day was put in place
including an article in Herefordshire Life
and a live spot on Radio Hereford and
Worcester; ably performed by Brian Fox.

The challenges of the culvert are explained.

The Wharfinger

‘y Another Open Day party arrives at the Conol

The Open Day arrived and was a success
on all fronts — we were blessed with good
weather, good attendance and the help from
some nineteen different volunteers from
across the H&G CT. Many thanks to you all.
The canal walks kept our guides busy and
many of the walkers took advantage to visit
the Monkhide stretch and Skew Bridge for
which we had gained special permission
from Major Barnes, Mr & Mrs Fancourt and
Mr & Mrs Thomas — thank you.

A viewing platform was erected at Barrs
Lock with additional materials being loaned
to us by Border Scaffold Services. My
thanks for their assistance. This enable the
guides to point out the features in the partial
excavated lock of mortared stone, culvert
entrance and brick lined gully. A large and
very heavy coping stone, retrieved from the
within the lock, was on display. Our visitors
were amazed when told it was only a half size
sample!
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More recent work has included the more
routine site maintenance, burning the
rubbish accumulated over the summer and
the filling of orders for firewood to
supplement H&G CT income.

.

One of more than eight loads of rubbish.

The Wharfinger

Lefi: Open Day
parties pass on each
side of the canal.
Below left: Visitors
gather around to
listen to the secrets of
Barr's Lock.

N Below: The size of

¥ just half o coping
stone!

Part of the original lock.

During the winter period work at Yarkhill
continues as normal, so why not come and
join us? Go on — give it a try! For details
contact Chris High 01568 615575.
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