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By the time you read thts I hope all thoughts of snow
are behind us. No more worries about frozen pipes,
sprained ankles and ice bound boats — well | have to be
optimistic!

Winter weather may give a break to physical restoration work but
your Council of Management have plenty to keep them occupied!
Typical CoM meetings include a broad range of topics such as
project planning, reviews of policies, landowner negotiations,
liaison with external bodies (on a myriad of topics), restoration site
reports, legal matters, financial reports and budgets, insurance
matters, the Restoration Fund, health and safety issues, the web
site, restoration of the historic boats (and work on Mr Maysey),
"= \WHARF HOUSE, Membership matters . . . the list is wide-ranging
and, at times, seemingly endless. In addition, each member of the
CoM has at least one formal role (some more than one) plus other
things to fit in too - such as writing articles for The Wharfinger,
finding speakers for the socials and planning events (both our own
and attendance at shows around the country).

I am stepping down as Chairman of the Trading Company having
been a member since shortly after moving to Hereford from
Reading, and voluntary work with the Kennet & Avon Canal
Trust, in 1999. I took over when the former Chairman of the
Trading Company (my husband Brian) died in 2002 - so I think
it is definitely time to stand back and hand over the Trading
Company to Margaret Holmes. We will have a profile of Margaret
in the next issue — must check if she wants to be a Chair or
Chairperson! 1 shall continue to attend as many events as
possible — my daughter and I are definitely booked for Crick
and Braunston.

As you will see (page 21) we are planning to attend as wide a
variety of shows as possible to spread the word about the H&G so
offers of help will be very welcome. Also, does anyone have a van
that they could drive our displays, etc to the ‘National’ at Burton-
on-Trent for Friday 29th July and collection on Sunday 31st? We
would pay fuel expenses but it could be a great saving on hiring
a van (all other events we manage with cars).

What else have we to look forward to in 2011? Closer to home
we shall see boats back on the Canal in Hereford at the Aylestone
Boat Gathering on May 22nd. More Open Days along the Canal
than ever before, more guided walks, meals at ™ WHARF HOusE,
interesting speakers at the Royal Oak, and much, much more, so
please come and join us whenever and wherever you can.

¢ Janet Moult, Chairman
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ALWAYS SwiMATA

LIFEGUARDED BEACH

- — -

Blow-up toys and airbeds are designed for pools, not the sea where
they can easily be swept out. If you must use them at the beach, then:

keep nearby

ensure children are closely supervised by an adult

only use between the red and yellow flags

follow the lifeguard'’s advice

never take out in big waves

never use when orange windsock is flying, as this indicates strong winds.

S T T T T T

For help in finding a lifeguarded beach, visit rnli.org.uk/beachsafety

GOODJYEAR
RNLI LIFEBOATS, LIFEGUARDS LJFE FIEST
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Our eighth and final article of Caroline
Jones’ excellent series about Stephen
Ballard is on page 34. Her research has
provided us with a fascinating insight
into the life of Stephen — the H&G Canal
Engineer from 1827 to 1845.

He was a remarkable man; the odds
were well and truly stacked against him
yet his perseverance and dedication saw
the H&G Canal successfully completed
from Ledbury to Hereford. The financial,
physical and political challenges were
immense and the resources available to him
exceedingly limited.

Stephen was a member of the Institution
of Civil Engineers; as a retired member of
the Institution I have huge respect and
admiration for him and his achievements
- and those of other early members of the
Institution. The fact that much of the
inland waterways system, designed and
built 200 years ago, is still functioning is a
tribute to those remarkable men.

Unlike modern day Chartered Civil
Engineers Stephen was not obliged to
keep abreast of what his contemporaries
were doing; however, from his diaries it is
clear that he actively sought to do so.
Within days of being appointed he was off
all over the country (no car or train to
speed him on his way!) seeing what other
Engineers were up to. However, Stephen
was not the type to just copy ideas; his
brain was seemingly forever working to
adapt and improve what he had seen on
his travels to benefit the H&G Canal. His
lateral thinking led to cost savings and/or
speedier construction (at a time when little
mechanisation existed) and - equally

e Wharfinger
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Resourceful ...

importantly — the increasing confidence
of those around him that he would
achieve the overall objective. He was a
respected, resourceful man.

The H&G CT has many of the challenges
faced by Stephen. Whilst we may have far
more construction capability this is more
than offset by the huge increase in
regulations and the current immense
difficulties in funding both construction
and future long-term maintenance. For
many years we have followed Stephen’s
lead — aiming to be equally resourceful! It
is no good just looking around us to see
how others achieve their objectives, we
are always working to adapt ideas (and
thinking of new ones!) for the long-term
good of the H&G Canal - and the areas
through which it passes. Jonathan Mosse,
in his book The Times Waterways of
Britain (page 21 of the last edition)
recognised this—highlighting our approach
to restoration of the H&G as an example of
how canal restoration projects will be
successfully accomplished.

Our most recent ‘lateral thinking’ success
has to be the installation of photovoltaic
panels at ™ WHARF HOusEe. 94 panels (the
largest roof mounted array in
Gloucestershire) cost £57,000. Thanks to
a great deal of research (and a huge
amount of form filling and liaison) by Paul
Brown and David Penny three grants have
now been obtained. Together with the
government incentive of the ‘Feed in Tariff’
(and reduced electricity bill) there will
now be a pay-back period of - not the
normal 15-20 years — but of less than
2 years. Now that is resourceful in all
senses of the word! ¢ CRP
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2011 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

To BE HELD ON TUESDAY 19T1H JuLry, 2011
AT THE RovaL OAK, MucH MARCLE, AT 7.30pPM.

This is the formal notice of the 2011
AGM in order to give Members the
opportunity to make a note in their
diary; this year the AGM will be held
on Tuesday 19" July. The Agenda
and Annual Report will be in the next
edition of The Wharfinger.

In accordance with the H&G CT's
Articles and Memorandum of Association
those Members of the Council of
Management who are retiring on rotation
but offering themselves for re-election do
not require to be formally nominated to
serve an additional term. However, new
nominations to serve on the Council of

Management are welcomed and have to
be made in writing, in a prescribed form.
Nomination forms are available from
Liz Connors [see Contacts on inside back
cover] to whom they should be returned
1o arrive not less than 7 days nor more than 28
days prior to the AGM.

Every Member who is entitled to vote
at an AGM may appoint a proxy to vote in
his/her stead. A proxy must be someone
entitled to vote at the Meeting. Proxy
forms are also available from Liz Connors
and must be completed, signed and
returned to her at least 48 hours prior to the
commencement of the AGM. Thank you.

Dr Albert Heijn 1927-2011

It is with deep sadness that we report
the death of Dr Albert Heijn, the
former head of Ahold (one of Europe’s’
biggest supermarket retailers), who

moved from Holland to Herefordshire to
‘retire’ nearly 30 years ago.

slual Trust

Albert & Monique Heijn being presented to HRH
The Prince of Wales, Patron, Hereford Cathedral
Perpetual Trust — Highgrove House, 2003.

Photo: Herelord Cathedral

Despite serious illness as a teenager (which
confined him to a wheelchair), and a number
of personal tragedies and challenges, Albert
Heijn was determined to make a difference in
everything that he did. Widely respected and
admired for his achievements in steering the
‘family firm of grocers’ to the international
success that is Ahold today he then turned
his fertile mind to assist his adopted county.
His remarkable approach to life is best
summed up by the title of his biography,
published in 1997: “Albert Heijn: Memoirs of
an Optimist”. Together with his wife Monique,
millions of pounds have been invested in
Herefordshire on visionary development and
regeneration projects. Tributes in the local
press have aptly summed this up — “he was a
good friend of Herefordshire”.

Dr and Mrs Heijn became Life Members of
The H&G Canal Trust; also, their former
principal trading company in Herefordshire
was our first Life Corporate Member. Our
sincere condolences to Mrs Monique Heijn at

this sad time. ¢ CRP
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Once again we have some great prizes for this year’s

GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2011

: HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE CANAL TRUST - H&GC SALES |
oo GRAND HOLIDAY DRAW 2011
X 7*' PE5d NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY for FOUR i
“ ONE WEEK PRIOR T0 31/5/12 d ]
P wi - ONE WEEK sr.u-wsnmc uoquv
be gage\‘ : for Four' a‘ﬂa :

Donated by Black Prince Hohda\s " »
gmi near \Welsh B 0d
: ONE NIGHT uo a IREAKFAST or TWO
PRIZE

2t THE \WWHARF HOUSE, Over. Gloucester. (fxc.an St

H&GC Sales Grand Heliday Oraw
(Studs and monay 10 b8 fetamed

512

o

TICKETS £1 h
2 o Bulmers”

: ptember 2011. Reg under the 9 }
#rotpa oy Resrodes Protars Lio 01432 26834 .
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Again this year due to popular request, we have
sent you two books of tickets to sell to family
and friends. More books can be sent to you if
required — please contact Janet Moult - (see
inside back cover).

We are very pleased to report that the
printing of the tickets once again is
sponsored by Bulmers - thank you.

Please note that this year prizes
to be drawn at September
Social Evening, The Royal
Oak, Much Marcle, on
20th September
2011. Our grateful
thanks to Black

! RHEILFFORDD

| TALYL |R.XWI:JY

Take an historic steam
train journey for:

Scenic Walks & Waterfalls 58
Free Museum Playground JL_Sssee
Licensed Cafe Gift Shop
Drive Experiences

—

Prince Holidays, Mrs A Wood and ™ WHARF
Housk for donating the Holiday prizes - so
every pound raised is a pound towards restoration
of the Canal.

We appreciate that some recipients are not
prepared to buy or sell draw tickets — we apologise
but we do not have the resources to be selective in
who receives tickets. There is no obligation to
return unsold tickets. In order to save costs we
have not included tickets in copies of The
Wharfinger sent to Councillors, Local
Authorities etc. If you wish to support us please
contact Janet Moult on 01432 264 366 and she
will be delighted to send you some tickets.

Thank you.

Steam 'I"hrough
Unspoilt Snowdonia

www.talyllyn.co.uk/ad 01564 710472 Gorsaf Wharf Stotvon. Tywyn, Gwynedd LL36 9EY
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at
Len Gee's Yew Tree Inn, Prior’s Frome on the Mordiford Road, one
mile south of Dormington on the A438 Hereford to Ledbury road.
A carvery lunch will be available at £10.95 with a choice of
starters at £3.95, desserts at £4.95 and tea/coffee £1.95.

.
pm

—TORDSHIRI The walk will start from the Cross Keys Inn at
HEREFD \"‘r-'w Withington, on the A465 Hereford to Bromyard
Gl Q‘_*;\L‘,‘_:ll-‘- road, about three miles north-east of Hereford.
CANALTRLD

The landlord, Mr. Corbin has kindly agreed that
walkers can park there.

The walk will take approximately two hours and is
over some uneven ground and a number of stiles.

e Walking boots are advisable.
of the alignment -
"233.";‘,2' v‘:::'\?vmp:wmm s 5;92':3 Queries?
it the canal between § g
S tobeanschiect BT, Please telephone Nigel Jefferies on 01432 850661
several buildings. which remain in

Send a cheque (payable to Len Gee’s
Restaurant) to Nigel Jefferies,
Two, Hollylea Close,

Bartestree, Hereford,

HR1 4DN
To arrive no later than Sat. 26th March, 2011.
The village of Withington g At‘:f:-
Hereford to Brmya;ﬁe:;::oabw‘ Our thanks to Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Holloway of
muesnmn-ea‘id{ — n; — Withington Post Office, Springfield Way and
Parking: | You 7 B obtain rereshments Andrew and Annabelle Pearson of Radway Bridge
= l:!é afternoon and at Wc?kend'_s "OT t

B Nurseries, Garden Centre & Cafe, Worcester Road,
s gt Whitestone who sponsored the printing of the first

Distance: l.m\les @ thousand copies of this walk leaflet. Copies are
1% hours (approx

Time: _ - available (priced 30p) from these locations.
"
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E=YOVER OPEN DAYS |
| BEER FESTIVAL

Join us at Over, enjoy the entertainment
and waterside location.

Events on site run from 10.30am - 4.30pm
with the Beer Festival continuing through
the Saturday evening.

Beers and Ciders e Craft Marquee
Tapas on the Terrace ® Produce Stands
Fire Brigade Displays ® Boat Trips
Model Boats ® Walks to Llanthony Lock
BBQ and other Refreshments
Ice Creams and Home-made Cakes
Classic Cars ® Demonstrations
Exhibitions ® Second Hand Book Stall
Grand Holiday Draw

Turn off the A40 at traffic lights
250 yards west of Over Roundabout

(junction of A4O/A417). W /
GR SO 816197 S MELL
o ISl
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