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Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Voilts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

www.betamarme co.uk - ——
$ o ;_ o g
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Tel: 01452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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Chairman’s Column from Janet Moult

| have recently spent a few days in Wales and visited two
heritage railways — the well-established Talyllyn and the
Corris Railway with half a mile of track so far.

Is it easier to restore a railway or a canal? Once restored it seems that
to run a steam train carrying a large number of passengers compared
with the carrying capacity of a canal boat must be more profitable.
What about maintenance costs of track and trains?

By the time you read this the spring and summer programme will be
in full swing. Over have had their first Open Weekend and despite
mixed weather had a very successful couple of days. Boats were
back on the Canal for the first time for over 130 years at the Aylestone
Boat Gathering in Hereford. No excuse for Herefordians not to know
of the Canal’s existence! (see p.16 and 25) The Trading Company

start to go farther afield with visits to Crick and Braunston and will
. be at as many local events as possible.

If you are unable to come out to events there are still many ways
you can support the Trust. A number of vacancies exist:
* Database administrator (see p.39)
*  Advertising co-ordinator
* Fund-raising/grant applications
*  Press cuttings/non-digital archives
* and any expertise in the environmental, engineering,
financial and legal fields is always required.
I think I can misquote — it is not what the Trust can do for you but
what can you do for the Trust!
Hoping for a long hot summer and no mud!

Mike Holmes, husband of new Trading Company Chairman
Margaret Holmes, has been taken seriously ill. Our sincere good
wishes to both. For the time being please contact me regarding all

Trading Company issues and events. & Janet Moult, Chairman

RHEILFFORDD v Steam m‘rough &
TALY LIR'XW'SY s Unspoilt Snowdonia

4

Take an historic steam

train journey for:
Scenic Walks & Waterfalls [
Free Museum Playground JE_Sg
Licensed Cafe Gift Shop
Drive Experiences ’ :
www.talyllyn.co.uk/ad 01564 710472 Gorsaf Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd. LL36 9EY
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| Editorial byciftpenny
—

We were fortunate to catch the end
of the April ‘heatwave' and enjoy a
period of boating without rain, quite
a lot of sun and unseasonably high
temperatures. Moored for a few days in
an idyllic spot on the Trent and Mersey
Canal overlooking Shugborough Hall
at Great Haywood in Staffordshire — a
popular spot at all times of the year -
gave time to observe just how busy the
canal was. It was not just boats!

The Easter, Royal Wedding and early
May Bank Holidays combined to produce
what must have been a marketing dream
for canal boat hire companies and the
prolonged spell of exceptional weather
had also tempted many private boaters
out on the water. So this popular spot
(adjacent to the junction with the Staffs
and Worcester Canal) was, as we
anticipated, busy with boats and boaters
enjoying the canal and its surroundings.
However; they/we were not alone!

It soon became clear that the boaters
were in the minority, their numbers were
greatly exceeded by the many other
people. Canoeists and anglers were
enjoying both the canal and the adjacent
river. Walkers (with and without dogs
and/or children) were numerous as were
joggers and (thankfully considerate)
cyclists. Talking to some of these passers-
by it became clear that whilst many lived
in the immediate vicinity many more were
visitors exploring the area. One thing was
certain, the number of people on the
towpath was far greater than the number
on all the moored boats and on those
passing through. Talking to a shopkeeper
in the village they were quick to confirm

e ﬁirnnnr

Boosting the Local Economy

that they relied on both the passing boat
trade and the visitors to the area to
maintain a viable business — and just how
important they considered the boats were
to the attraction of the area.

Boats are certainly a vital part of the
equation as was demonstrated very clearly
when the Llangollen Canal was, many
years ago, breached with no boats able to
get to the town. The traders (whose
takings from boaters and visitors had
plummeted) were soon joining the
waterways lobby groups to get the breach
repaired!

Professionally managed studies by
British Waterways have consistently
concluded that canals bring in a

considerable additional tourism expend-
iture to their locality and support additional
employment by the creation of jobs both
on and off the waterway. Our thanks to
Glenn Millar, British Waterways Economic
Development Manager, who has updated
their earlier study of the potential economic
influence of the H&G Canal which now
shows that it will bring in an increased
tourism spend of £16.5 million to the two
counties and create some 400 full time job
equivalents (plus Canal Trust and
subsidiary business staff).

Our new series of Canal Walk leaflets
(see page 30) is a small step towards
increasing awareness and use of the H&G
Canal by both local residents and visitors.
" \WHars HOUSE is an ideal base for visitors
to enjoy both the canal and the area —
slowly but surely we are already
contributing to the local economy in visitor

spend, supporting local businesses and
employing staff. ¢ CRP
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THE OAK INN
Staplow HRS8 1NP
01531 640954

-s — S e i L B T - ;
A VERY WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR NEWLY REFURBISHED INN
OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY IN OUR COSY BAR AREAS OR RESTAURANT
GOOD SELECTION OF REAL ALES - GOOD BEER GUIDE 2009 & 2010

REAL LOG FIRES, FLAGSTONE FLOORS, OLD BEAMS & HOPS
PRETTY BEER GARDEN ~ PARTIES CATERED FOR ~ DOG FRIENDLY
THE ONLY PUB IN HEREFORDSHIRE THAT ABUTS THE LINE OF
THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL

FOUR EN-SUITE BXB ROOMS NOW AVAILABLE
www.oakinnstaplow.co.uk

THE WIDEST RANGE OF GARDEN MACHINERY IN THE COUNTY
BEST PRICES FOR MILES

SALES ® SERVICE e SPARE PARTS

MOWERS * TILLERS R §
SHREDDERS * BRUSHCUTTERS S P
HEDGETRIMMERS
BLOWERS * POLE PRUNERS
CHAINSAWS

RON SMITH & CO LTD

e e ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS

e ——
—-

4 NEWTOWN ROAD 168 WIDEMARSH ST
WORCESTER WRS 1HF www.ronsmithandco.couk  HEREFORD HR4 SHN

01905 738 800 01432 343 433
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The New Year was kind to us at Yarkhill
as it was then that we were pleased
to welcome Richard Beard and Tom
Fleming to our team. Thenow reasonable
pool of volunteers means that even with
holidays, family commitments, laziness
(or just plain skiving) we still have a
good turn out!

The good numbers enables us to undertake
and achieve a number of tasks each week.
The site was cleared of cut wood and brush
some two months earlier than last year and
fires at the lock site, and in both farmer’s
fields, completing our post winter/spring
clean.

Further levelling of the towpath ditch
bank edge has been carried out enabling a
larger area to be mowed rather than
strimmed making future maintenance easier,
also holes from animal and ruts from pick-

Brush being bumt ...

™ Wharfinger

Admiring — pondering
our achievements,

r -

Rebin and Tim tidy the bottom edge os
~=5 Som, the excavator, cannot reach it ol

... oll gone end now tidy!
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Right: Logs for special orders ~ now oll reserved.?

up activity have been filled. The
sandbag dam has been removed from
its 680-yard position and rebuilt across
the canal just short of the culvert.
Excavator ‘Sam’, with John and
Richard, dug out a major stump from
the wild side bank and one week I
drove some eight miles around the
site. moving wood and soil. Well
actually the pick-up did the moving
while the rest of the team did the
lifting and shovelling!

Work has just started on profiling a
short stretch of the wild side canal
bank opposite the milestone. This will
be followed by profiling a similar
stretch of the towpath bank giving us
a test sample of the canal profile prior
to extending the work the full length
of each bank. This is going to be a
long job - in fact 1.1 miles in totall

¢ CH

Real Ales, Local Ciders &
a Warm Welcome!

Serving Delicious homemade food
7 days a week

Monday - Grill Night -
2 Grills & a bottle of wine £20

Light Lunch Menu served
Mon - Sat 12-2pm

Sunday Lunch Roasts -

www.royal-oak-inn.com 2 courses £10.95
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Who is going to lend a hand? Is it
going to be you? Interested? — then
please ring:~

Clms High 01568 us srs

arees

»-.-Sunday I4th:Agust 20| I
e |030am to 5.00 pmi

| Village Hall mm;s

Refreshments + Displays * “Tombola® *. Sales
Guided walks of 1Y hours at 10.45 am : 11.30 am : 2.00 pm : 3.30 pm "~
Or enjoy a saunter at your own pace along the sign posted route.

Even bring a picnic lunch. Volunteers at the canal to provide
canal history and enthuse about our work.

i R X > Wellingtons if wet,
Enquiries to Chris High, 53 Mill Street, Leominster HR6 8EB. 01568 615575,  eise stout shoes.
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THE TRADING

utings 2011
He 9 (anal £
Thm attend the following events.

Please put dates in your diaries and any offers of help will be gratefully received.

June 11 -12 Garden Festival , Hellens, Much Marcle
Jun 25 - 26 Braunston Boat Gathenng Northamptonshlre

Mid July Sutton St Nicholas Fete

Jul 29 - 31 National Waterways Festival, Burton-on-Trent

Aug 7 Herefordshire Country Fair, Whltheld Estate, Wormbridge

Aug 26 - 27 Tall Shlps Gloucester (rewsed date) Your
Sept 3 Alfrick Village Show HELP
Nov 12 Winter Bazaar, Ledbury Bottle Stall Dleaser
Please note: H&G CT cifendance of some events is Bottles of all shapes and sizes are
subject fo confirmation. wanted, please, for the Bottle Stall
Why not have a good day out with the H&EG CT? We at the Winter Bazaar. Any size and
cannot promise that you will see the world with us but drink/food related content. Ideally
you may visit an area that is new to you — and we always please bring your bottles to one of

do our utmost to ensure that you have some time to look our Social Evenings. If that is not
around (and your admission to the event will be free!). possible, or for

We urgently need additional volunteers to help us at these larger quantities, g ; &
interesting events. Our well established small team will please contact !
welcome you. Please contact Margaret Holmes (see inside Janet Moult.

back cover for Contact details) to discuss where and when Thank you.
you can get involved. Thank you. -

0{ There was something for evervone to
WATE RWAYS enjoy. browsing amongst the stalls of the
Boat Jumble, having a go to win a fabulous

prize in the duck race, watch the Fire Service

By Chris Witts in demonstrating their waterborne craft or

simply to sit back and enjoy the music

. provided by Bees Knees and members of
the annual Waterways Festival and Boat Gloucester Sea Cadets. The Friends Ladies

Jumble held on Sunday 10" April proved Craft Group not only demonstrated their
to be a most successful day. Weather- wlills with. the needie bat alse tan a stall
wise it was a glorious weekend, which  gelling second-hand books. This proved to
no doubt put people in a good frame of  be very popular and raised much needed
mind to visit Gloucester Docks. funds for the museum.

™ Wharfinger 10 Edition 108
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Welcome to another new Vice President

e —

Following my retirement
as Managing Director of
Black Prince Holidays
at the end of 2010 |
was very honoured and
humbled to be asked to

be involved as one of your
Vice Presidents. \

I have always sought to help
you all as you have all always
been so keen and enthusiastic in
your quest. On a number of
occasions, you have appeared close to defeat,
only to come out victorious and it will be
wonderful for the canal to be restored as a
tribute to all the efforts of everyone
involved.

I first became involved with canals in
1965, when | was invited by the Scout
Master to have a day on a working
narrowboat borrowed from Wyvern
Shipping. | so enjoyed it that [ hired a
Camping Boat from Willow Wren and went
with school friends (twice). We then went as
a family on a number of occasions, covering
much of the system, with various operators,
now mostly gone.

.

Gloucester Docks was alive with
craft of all shapes and sizes.
Looking across the dock from the
museum it was a sea of tall masts
from the sailing ships moored at
Tommi Nielsen's yard. Not a berth
free either because of the many
narrowboats and others visiting
the Gloucester for the weekend. As
someone said to me, “It’s like
turning the clock back. can't we
have this more often?” CW

e Wharfinger

Visitors enjoying the annual Boat Jumble at the Museum.

I set up an Agricultural business
with two colleagues in 1980. We
decided to diversify into leisure
and at the time Black Prince
had gone bust. We purchased it
from the receiver and, in 1989,

I moved from Essex to run it on

a day to dav basis, although

still having an involvement with

the Agricultural business as
Chairman. Black Prince runs
around 100 hire boats and a boat
) building operation. During my
~ time, we designed and built around
450 boats, and built new marinas at Welford,
Chirk and Napton. We also restored various
of our sites, particularly at Stoke Prior and
Silsden, where we won an award.

In late 2009, the 4 older directors sold
their shares in the business to enable the
reins to be passed onto the next generation,
who are now running the business. It is still
wholly owned by its staff and customers, and
hopefully will be for many years to come.

¢ TP
Welcome also to another new Vice President,

Jesse Norman MP - a profile will be included
in the next edition.

Photo: Chris Wits

&‘.
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OVER Update

Improving weather has meant a
subsequent upsurge in activity on site
after the freezing winter. January saw
us all converge on the woodland side at
the end of the canal to clear serub and
fell some trees that were overhanging
the canal so much that they could
not be prevented from falling into the
water. An ideal opportunity to try out
our “new"” Tirfor winch which we had
recently obtained for the job!

The Tirfor worked perfectly and we soon
had everything back on dry land and cut up.
Getting the timber back to the main site area
was a bit awkward, since it was at the bottom -
of a steep bank on the ‘wrong’ side of the The first cargo corried for almost 150 yeors!
canal, until we came up with the idea of
doing it the old fashioned way by canal boat! =~ made, with help from the Saturday team
Alder was soon loaded up and delivering the ~ painting the outside of the hull, and we are
first cargo into Over Basin for about 150  now working on the upper sections of the
years. cabin - and both teams have also been
working on the hull of the ‘new’ tug Bosley
ready for both boats to be returned to the
Basin.

We were finally able to ger Mr Maysey out
of the water and under cover so that real
progress could be made on the major
refurbishment program. Things turned out Mike Bowden has been busy building a
to be much worse than expected, leavingno  living willow screen along the side of the
option but to completely rebuild most of the  shipping containers facing the houses on the
cabin structure. Good progress is being  far side of the Basin. The same technique,

Whilst outside the hull is prepored and painted, new floor joists are fitted within the hull of Mistar Moysey.

2
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with help from Sarah Keen has been used
to fabricate guards across the inlet pipe
entrance of the stilling chamber.

WRG return to Over _

The first weekend in April saw our
friends from the Waterway Recovery
Group BITM group on site, along with
our own local volunteers. Much was
achieved during two days of brilliant
sunshine and we now have a good hard
surfaced towpath for the whole length of
the Basin/Canal; the site of the lock and
surrounding area is clear of brambles,
and there is a proper pedestrian path
across the bottom of the lock joining onto
the existing track along the flood plain. A
team led by Chris Byrne continued the
on-going task of reinforcing the river bank
below “* WHaRF House. We had hoped to
tidy and level up the old storage areas,
but unfortunately a major hydraulic
problem on the excavator curtailed this
early in the weekend — we completed the
work with a contractor just before the
Over Open Weekend. ¢ TB

Top right: The walls of the abstraction chonnel are
repaired, whilst the fowpaoth is clecred.

Middle: Excavator ond dumper tackle the towpaoth.

Right: The plenings are moved by hand fo the towpath. ™)

-

The old towpoth is removed and the ground levelled. A new hard surfoce is loid almos! !<; ;fve dom,

3
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Harnessed to the bonk, volunteers work alongside Undergrowth cleored ond ¢ new poth is crected from
the Severn to reinforce the river bank. the lock to “Wilf’s Way".

PRINT
PLUS

01432 272025

126 Widemarsh Street « Hereford HR4 $HN
Fax: 01432 353962 + Email: enquirics@printplushereford.couk

www.printplushereford.co.uk

‘R\\
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The banks ound lhé lock are cleared and o new
path between the lock and river is laid.

The Wharf House fit-out

As part of our never-ending campaign to
reduce the costs of running ™ WHARF HoOuSE,
and becoming more energy efficient in our
operations, we have now changed all the
kitchen lights to new LED energy saving
fittings, which will give us the same
amount of light output using about 85%
less electricity. Following the successful
trial of some dimmable LED lamps in the
existing Visitor Centre downlighters we
have now placed an order to change them
all over, and those in the Restaurant,
saving even more electricity.

Work continues fitting out Aylestone,
our ground floor room for our less able
guest, and for guests staying with pets.
The plumbing has been installed in the
‘wet room’ bathroom, ready for the floor
tiles to be fitted. Time has been spent in
cleaning the reclaimed quarry floor tiles
before installation can take place. The
ceiling coving has been finished off around

The Wharfinger

Photos: Ted Beagles, Cheis Byrmo and Moggie Janes

WRG and Over Volunteers iake lunch in the shade of

the new bathroom wall and a new attic hatch
is being constructed to blend in with the
ceiling to give a better appearance in the
room. The wardrobe (set into the bedroom
face of the new bathroom wall) has been fitted
out with tongue & grove cladding ready for
the doors and other fittings to be installed.

Around The Wharf House

The flower borders around " WHagr House
have been given a ‘spring clean’ by removing
some invasive plants and a general tidy of the
areas ready for work to commence on a new
planting scheme created by Maggie Beagles.
In common with many other gardeners
around the country we may have lost our
lovely cordyline plants to the frost and snow
over the winter, These are at the entrance to
" \WraRrF HOusE, and also on the terrace. We
have trimmed them down hoping they will
recover with the warmer weather.

Belinda Sprigg has taken over the role of
looking after the herb garden and has done
an excellent job in keeping the bindweed and
other weeds at bay, whils: introducing new
herbs into the planting scheme, several of
which she has kindly grown from seed at
home. Thank you Belinda.

¢ CB

Want to get involved at Ouer on site or
in The Wharf House? —then please ring:—
Ted Beagles 01452 522 648

Maggie Jones 01452 618 010

the chesinut tree.

15
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OVER CANAL and BEER FESTIVAL o

Ted Beoglas, Cheis Byme

Be

A good flow of visitors, many of whom were
learning about us for the first time, attended over
the two days and the showers held off for most
of it. The Festival held at Over Basin on the 7-8"
May saw some 200 Draw tickets sold, gained a
number of new members and new volunteers.

Great interest was shown in our
walk leaflets, especially the
one from Over to Llanthony
Lock. This was tried by a
number of visitors who
were welcomed by our
Llanthony  volunteers
when they arrived.

The new path, *Wilf’s Way"”
was officially identified with its The Model Boat Club displayed their smoll
own sign by Wilt. croft and sciled them from the slipwoy.

s |
~4

A good range of crafts filled the main marquees and our Trust stand attracted great interast from visitors.
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WATERSIDE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS

Aline blend

f seffing,

p ¥ ©hing ano
resfing!

The new towpath surface made walking much
easier for our visitors, especiclly those with prams
and wheelchairs,

WHARF HOUSE

OVER » GLOUCESTER » GL2 8D8

01452 33 2 900

www.thewharfhouse.co.uk

E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 40 years ago, specialising in
sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the size
of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic press,
concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 17 years, and we will continue to

work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better fut_ulrl'fc.cr
s

THI

S Wary

For further details please _?‘ 47 ’.‘g SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward — «i{ % Ith L ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 G GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 N\ S

GL1941J
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Social Evenings at The Royal Oak

Please support our monthly The third Tuesday of every month
meetings, make a note on the (except December)
calendar and tell your friends and at The Royal Oak, Much Marcle
neighbours; we have an excellent 7.30 for 8pm start.

vnu and intersting speakers o

wide range of topics. Why not share Pauline Annis -

transport and make an evening of it Sto G, i e
- everyone is welcome! / .

July 19"
OUR FEBRUARY MEETING ‘ AGM - (starts 7.30 prompy)
THE MIGHTY SEVERN BORE — includes illustrated reports from our
with Chris Witts restoration sites.
Chris commenced by explaining the =y
cause of the phenomenon, with the i August 16
twice daily tidal Atlantic water : An inform al get to get/z er
!

squeezing into the rapidly narrowing
e o e
the river water, causing it to reverse September 20"
direction temporarily. The general Paul Henshaiwy -
effect is to raise the river level but Ll
S : lanthony Lock - Our own site

/ d 8. 3

phwet. Ngh ol edened. 5 o, leader will tell us the history and

noticeable wave fronts can occur on i
restoration progress around Lianthony

two peak periods during each monthly ‘ 5
cycle with the best viewing generally Lock. We shall also draw the winners of

occurring in Feb-Mar and Sept-Oct. our Grand Holiday Draw.
Chris did note that the growth of October 18
willows and undergrowth along the v

river bank has restricted the current David Skitt
availability of good viewing points. Severn Va[ley Railway
A short film then focussed on the sport Details in next edition.

of surf-boarding and attempts to ride
the bore wave, the current record
exceeding 7 miles! Chris concluded
with a brief look at activities associated
with the Severn, such as elver and
salmon fishing using traditional nets
and baskets, plus a look at problems
faced by river traffic such as grain
barges when encountering the bore.

For more details, please read Chris's
book, similarly titled. € Pat Skelton
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