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Robust Rekiability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

Tel: 01452 723492
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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Chairman’s Column from Janet Moult

Looking back over five and half years as H&G Canal Trust
Chairman one would expect to find highs and lows, but it
has proved to be mainly highs. Some of these highs are very
visible, others are memories.

We celebrated the 25th anniversary of the H&G CT with a sell-out
film show at The Courtyard in Hereford (I would like to repeat this)
and a dinner at ™ WHarr HousE. We arranged minibus tours along the

route to introduce members to their canal and fed them at

Dymock Village Hall and ™ Wrarr HOUSE. The visible reminders

are the milestones at Over, Oxenhall and Yarkkill - how many
more will we put in place in the next few years?

One of the most nerve-wracking events was signing a large
cheque for the purchase of Llanthony Lock ard Cottages. The
timing of the magnificent legacy from Miss Beth Gadesden was
incredible. We are extremely grateful to her family for considering
the H&G CT when distributing her charitable bequests and
especially for agreeing to our specific request to use it to facilitate
this very important acquisition.

Seeing boats on the partly restored Canal in Hereford using the
new slipway at Aylestone Park was the vision of things to come —
and the boats are ready! Alder, Renton and Bosley joined Mr
Maisey in Over Basin and I look forwanrd to seeing them all painted
in H&G colours as soon as weather permits. The extension into
Vineyard Hill will give them some good practice runs.

The opening of ™ WHARF HOust bedrooms, after so many
years of hard work by the volunteers (and overcoming a number

of setbacks) has been rewarded with awards from highly
regarded organisations.

On a personal note I have represented the H&G CT at
national meetings and local events and have welcomed a
number of new Vice-Presidents who are important and
enthusiastic supporters of our plans to fully restore the Canal
between Gloucester and Hereford.

Whilst I may no longer be Chairman of the Trust I shall
remain as Chairman of the Trading Company and look
forward to continuing to attend events wita the display and
sales stand. The Social Evenings programme is in hand so |
will continue to meet many of you at The Royal Oak and I
shall also continue to distribute The Wharfinger.

Finally a very big thank you to all who have supported me and to the
many friends I have made (sadly a number no longer with us) over the
last few vears. Best wishes to all involved in the future progress
of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal.

¢ Janet Moult, Chairman
e Wharfinger 3 Edition 111




MIDWINTER
TRANSPORT
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Editorial by ciiff Penny

A number of readers remarked that the
last Edition of The Wharfinger was very
‘upbeat’ and that the editorial “Springing
into 2012!" reflected this. As can be
seen as you read through this edition my
anticipation was well founded with much
good news to report.

There is no doubt whatsoever that at times
positive news seems thin on the ground in
the world. However, in these difficult times,
our recent achievements in setting the firm
foundations for future successes have taken
a significant leap forward with new sites
being reported in three consecutive editions
of The Wharfinger.

True to H&G CT’s reputation for both
positive and lateral thinking we were quick
to grasp an opportunity when Waterways
Minister, Richard Benyon MP, visited
Gloucester in December to introduce the
new Canal and River Trust charity that will
take over from British Waterways. Thanks to
our newest Vice President, Gloucester MP
Richard Graham, the agenda for the
Minister's meeting was swiftly amended to
also include the launch of our proposed
Llanthony Hydro, Flood Relief and new
Lock Scheme — which is reported in detail
on pages 6 to 9. The following two pages
introduce another new restoration site at
Moat Farm, Malswick, the legal aspects of
both being handled by our own team at
= \¥Harr HousE.

We have always said give us the land
and we will find ways to restore the Canal.
This is why the specific Land Fund was
launched in Autumn last year - further
details are on pages 34 and 35. If you have
not already done so we do hope you will be

™e Wharfinger

Positive Thinking

willing to donate either a lump sum or a
more modest monthly contridution, together
they all add up to very worthwhile sums.

Both the new Vineyard Hill site and that at
Malswick are being run on a new team
approach with a Project Chairman (Wilf
Jones in respect of these two) and a Site
Leader (Ted Beagles at Vineyard Hill and
Martyn Tilford for Malswick).

It is very easy to be swept along with the
renewed enthusiasm that new restoration
sites and major project annoancements bring
- everything else continues too! We have a
long list of shows and events where our team
will be spreading (very positively!) the word
about our voluntary efforts and achievements
—why not join them - you vill be made very
welcome. This is hugely important to us, as
are all the ‘behind the scenss’ activities that
continue, from finance through membership
with many more essential to enable the H&G
CT to function effectively.

m

At the last AGM Janet Moul: gave six months
notice of her intended retirement as
Chairman of the H&G CT The Council of
Management has been unanimous in
thanking Janet for all her hard work. Janet
must take the record in respect of the number
of formal posts and other tasks that she has
held whilst Chairman. The penultimate
paragraph on her page makes it clear that
her ‘retirement’ is only partial and will still
leave plenty of H&G CT involvement! Our
sincere thanks, Janet.

¢ CRP
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launched

By David and Cliff Penny

One of the many projects being
developed behind the scenes at
"* \WHarr House has been just
how we progress the Llanthony
Lock site given that the work here
will be both complex and very
costly. It is not simply a question
of restoring the original lock
and re-excavating the approach
channels!

It is known that in the latter years of
operation the lock was the source of
increasing concern regarding its structural
stability and that the tidal flows caused
major operational problems due to
siltation. In evaluation of our options
we need to find the best solution for the
requirements of gaining access to the
H&G Canal (which, of course, was not
the prime objective of Llanthony Lock)
and to take into account both the capital
and long-term operational costs of the
chosen solution. As with everything that
we promote some ‘lateral thinking® was
called for!

Whilst most of our projects are not
made public until all the detail has been
thoroughly researched and agreed the
situation at Llanthony is such that we
were reaching a stage where we needed
to promote the concept, and develop a
partnership, to take what is a complex
solution forward as an exciting major
project. We have been working on this

s Wharfinger
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David Penny [left], with Nick Worthington {centre) regional
Manager for British Waterways and Richard Grahom

(right), MP for Gloucester ot the presentation in December
infroduced by Richard Benyon MP, the Waterways Minister.

behind the scenes at ™ WHARr HOUSE prior to
buying the Llanthony site 3 years ago.
In the last edition of The Wharfinger we were
pleased to announce that Richard Graham, the
MP for Gloucester, had become one of our Vice
Presidents. In agreeing to take on the role he
made it clear that he was very keen to assist the
H&G CT whenever there was an opportunity to
promote and pursue the restoration of the Canal.
t that point he already had an opportunity
arising from a proposed Ministerial visit to
Gloucester!
So in mid December Richard Benyon MP, the
Waterways Minister, addressed an invited audience
at Gloucester Docks, Those attending included
senior representatives at Director level from both
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Gloucestershire and Herefordshire County  handed over to David Penny - the only other
Councils, British Watenways, the Environment  speaker. David gave an illustrated presen-
Agency, and other key parties. Having briefly  tation on behalf of the H&G CT launching the
introduced the proposed Canal & River Trust ~ H&G CT's imaginative £7million Llanthony
that will take over British Waterways role in  Hydro-Electric, Flood Relief and new Lock
England and Wales later this year, the Minister  Scheme to the assembled audience.

The .proposals * Hydro-electricity generation that will make maximum advantage
include of the tidal River Severn thus funding H&G CT's costs in operating

. and manning the new Llanthony Lock and meeting the long-term
energy requirements of the H&G CT along the Canal.

A ‘win win’ * A new modern lock at Llanthony to facilitate safe access to and
solution from the H&G Canal.
* Radial gates on the new lock which, together wit the approach

fO rmany channels to and from the lock, will act as a flood relief channel.
interes ted * Inflatable weirs (incorporating new fish passes) at both Maisemore

y and Llanthony that will significantly improve control and
pa rties, not management of the River Severn and greatly berefit this area of
ju st the Gloucester during major floods.

* Improved navigation in the Eastern Parting {the only access to
H&G CT! and from Gloucester Docks from the River Severn) whilst also
minimising tidal intrusion. This will greatly reduce the silt load
in the Eastern Parting and on the pumps into Gloucester Docks.
This will dramatically reduce silting of both the River channel and
within the Docks and along the Cloucester and Snarpness Canal.
The proposals will be designed to utilise flood flows to scour
accumulated silt from the new Llanthony Lock and approach
channels.

* Some 75% of Bristol's water supply is extracted from the
Gloucester and Sharpness Canal at Purton; the -eduction of silt
and possible saline in the water will reduce costs by simplifying

ﬂlemra,l_?f_tleabnent Process. continues overleal w3

Photo: Ted Boagles

Lianthony Weir
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We already have initial feasibility studies to prove it works.

We hav:already secured what is estimated to be 50% of the costs of
Specialist Consultants Reports.

We have a partnership with Funding Officers from both CGloucestershire and .
Herefordshire Council already working together with us to deliver both the

balance of the a% ing and to secure the essential (and many!) next stages.

We have Specialist Consultants preliminarily briefed ready to start on design
and secure all the necessary Consents.

ﬁ R
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We have frequent and supportive meetings with senior British Waterways
staff (at what is a very busy time for them regarding the transition to the new
charityl. ; o

We have the support of key badies such as the Gloucester Harbour Trustees
and Internal Drainage Board.
—— =

We will be focusing on continued essential liaison with the Environment
d other important bodies, during the next preparatory stages.
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After the presentation Richard Graham told reporters “This is the most
exciting environmental project Gloucester has seen for a long time.
It's an opportunity to generate significant green revenve from hydro
electricity for the Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust’s work,
improve the quality of water brought from the river o the Docks,
construct a new Llanthony Lock connecting the Herefordshire &
Gloucestershire Canal with the River Severn and Gloucester Docks,
and to provide flood relief. What a vision, what prospects - and whal
enthusiasm in the high level audience from the public, private and
voluntary sectors who heard the presentation. David has done a great job
carrying everyone with the idea: now we must run with that momentum
and keep everyone together as the Trust digs into the detail. All of us in
the City are excited.”

Nick Worthington, from British Waterways, added: “Clearly, the potential
here is huge.”

Private”
Footbridge
5
v/

Llanthony
Weir

Aerial view of Lianthony Weir,
Llanthony Lock and cottages

This is both a major and an exciting project for the H&G CT (the largest — so
far!) with the potential to be a ‘win-win’ situation for all concerned. It has to be
appreciated that it is still in the formative stages with many hurdles yet to cross.
It will take several years to develop and design the proposals to reach the stage
where the necessary consents can be obtained. ¢ DRP and CRP

¢
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New Site: Moat Farm

'

Martyn Tilford, a volunteer at the
Llanthony site, was asked if he
would like to be the leader of a new
site at Malswick, with Wilf Jones as
Project Chairman. He agreed — and
immediately found out that the
official tasks also included writing
for The Wharfinger/

On a cold and frosty day Wilf Jones, Ted
Beagles and myself visited a new site of
approx 600yds (550 metres) at Moat Farm,
Malswick (which is between Gloucester and
Newent). This means that work can soon
commence to restore another length of the
H&G canal.

Negotiations by Wilf Jones and Ted
Beagles concluded in January and this will
allow a limited amount of ground clearance
before the start of the bird nesting season,
with further tree surgery/scrub clearance in
the Autumn.

The summer months will see a small team
repair fences, erect working party access
gate(s), remove old fencing and posts and
survey the site to establish the work
required, in liaison with the owners, for
next winter. During this time a full

T™he Wharfinger

By Martin Tilford

Above: Martyn Tilford (left), Hilary and Poul
Renecle [centre) handing the signed documents
1o Wilf Jones, (right).

Below: Imoges of the site waifing to be tackled.

Edition 111

Photos: Tad Rooghes




Plan of the new site at o

.',\\Malswwk .

-

PLEASE NOTE: .i,-//
Public access is unavailable at present but the h\ _,‘ f
Trust is working on proposals to develop this. | A&\ . J Pl Moogie Jores

Initial work is planned to commence as
this edition goes to press and an update
will appear in the next edition of The

¢ MT

programme of work will be developed for
2013/14 to enable H&G CT volunteers to
use their skills and time to restore the Wharfinger.
canal.

This small site is another important piece
in the jigsaw! Negotiations continue on
othersites to provide a long term progression
of work for our ever expanding numbers of
volunteers.

Would vou like to be involved?

maden welcome, plec

Martyn Tilford on 0I452 790 358 or
Wilf Jones 01452 413 888.

The Wharfinger Edition 111



I.I.ANTHONY I.OCK By Paul Henshaw
Ny The water supply to the cottages at
» ;{ 1l

- '; Llanthony is piped across the girder

footbridge from the mains on the

, . , < Gloucester side of the river Severn. Over

! B ‘ the years both the box across the bridge

y ﬂ’ ‘ holding the pipe, and the insulation,

}/ had deteriorated badly with the result

that they offered no protection at all
from the elements.

One of our priorities was to construct a new

set of boxes across the footbridge and replace

the insulation to reduce the risk of pipes

freezing during frosty weather. The whole

| i: operation was carried out from the floor of

A" N7 5 the footbridge without cutting off the water

i fal % supply to the cottages. Hand tools had to be

“ / . secured with a lanyard, as retrieval from the

. : river below would have proved somewhat

“‘ ‘ t tricky! In the event none were lost. Oh and

/ we didn't lose any volunteers either. We

/ . counted them all out and we counted
them all back!

[ Left: The water pipe with new insulation placed
2 in position.

Below left: Measuring up for the new box.

J , Below: aligning the new pipe box.

' / Right: The new box ~ almost complete.
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Work has been proceeding well in cottage
No 1. The lounge has been redecorated
following our fitting the new floor (that I
reported on last time) and a new hot water
cistern and immersion heater has also been
installed.

To further demonstrate the assortment of

volunteers' skills, Alan McBride has been

using the harvested willow reed from the built former.

osier bed to make edging hurdles for the Below: A completed hurdle.
garden. These will also be offered for sale

during our September Open weekend.

Following the exciting announcement of the
proposed hydro and lock project at Llanthony
(see page 6) we will be concentrating on a
programme of selectively clearing the river
banks in preparation for the new scheme.

Guess what __ :
they are \ '

doing? >

E)
-
5
<
g

. o Some jobs equire teamwork
Would you like to join our team at Llanthony ? lm:o'?k;ngw;'{:;;h,,,

Please call Paul Henshaw on 01684 292997 offer helpful suggestions|

PE————-L-.- L —_—

— -

‘ RHEILFFORDD

| | i
TA LY LIR'XW'A‘Y Stlegs'?)oiltr g:gwdonio

Take an historic steam
train journey for:
Scenic Walks & Waterfalls
Free Museum Playground e
Licensed Cafe Gift Shop
Drive Experiences 1 : g
www.talyllyn.co.uk/ad 01564 710472 Gorsaf Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd. LL36 9EY
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Thanks to the enthusiasm of the Volunteer team, and the good weather
throughout the autumn, we have continued to make excellent progress.

Top: Log clearence from Vineyard Hill.
Above: Bob and Pat celebrote the

completion of the scrub clearance.
Below:The scrub is burnt.

kS

T Wharfinger

Bob and Pat finally finished the last bit
of scrub clearance, at the far end of the
site, on 11 November; well ahead of the
estimated date!

At about the same time we had a team
of professional tree surgeons on site to
carefully remove low hanging and unsafe
dead branches from the large ash trees
on the rear of the towpath bank. Only
one very rotten ash tree required felling,
which was on the new line of the canal.
All the significant tree stumps have also
been removed from the canal bed and

towpath bank; this was a
good opportunity to put
our “new” tirfor hand
winchtouse, buteventually
the job was taken over and
completed by Paul with his
excavator,

All this activity has
naturally produced lots of
brush and logs to be sorted
out, with many bonfires to
dispose of the smaller stuff.
All the useful wood for
logs has been removed to
the main Over Site for
eventual sale.
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PLEASE NOTE will be no pub
the Vineyard Hill sect

Whilst the clearance work was going on
Mike has been busy surveying the site to
define the new line, and the winding hole
position, and to estimate the amount of
material required to complete the
construction work. Initial indications are
that it may not be possible to fit in a full
70ft winding hole within the current area of
the site. However the amount of material to
be excavated is very close to the amount
needed to build the new banks (subject to
suitability for that purpose). Trial pits along
the line all show that there is plenty of clay
to provide a good lining.

The arrival of Paul’s excavator on site has
enabled us to press ahead with the project
even more, and we are currently stripping
back the top soil in preparation for major
excavation work in April. We may even be
in a position to do some early replanting of
saplings on the rear of the existing area of
towpath bank this winter.

We have established regular contact with
the Vineyard Trust and are working together
with them to complete the project on time,
with minimal disturbance to residents, the
local wildlife and any livestock in the field.

¢ TB

Do you want to get involued? Please

contact Ted Beagles on 01452 522 648

The top soil is stripped back ready for excavation.

L Photos: Ted Beagles

[—
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During a lull in the work on Vineyard Hill we have been able to spend more time
on our adjacent Over site recently and calch up on a few things. A major task is
tidying the contents of the site containers so that we can access the contents much

proper role as our essential site storage.

Work has also started on the engine and
drive system of our compact tug boat Bosley,
under the direction of Andy Fowler, This is
an unusual boat, not only for its appearance,
but also because it has a hydraulic drive to
the propeller. All of the water and oil etc.
has been removed from the hull, and the
decking and superstructure made watertight
to keep the rain out. The engine has been
disconnected from the drive system and all
reasonable checks are being made before we
finally make an attempt to start it. Then it
will be on to check out the hydraulic system.
Meanwhile John has been busy overhauling
the concrete mixer, ready for the several
items of construction work on our jobs list.

The site entrance has been greatly
improved by Bob Reid who has been busy
sorting out the area between the ‘bailey’
bridge and Severn Trent’s sewage pumping
station. The fence around the lock excavation
has been extended down towards the
riverside, complete with a barrier, to limit
access to and from site by pedestrians and

e Wharfinger

more easily and they can funetion in their

16

Lock fencing extension with pedesirian access.
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the riverside path. Further along the new riverside path,
whilst clearing brambles and improving this path through to
“Wilf's Way”, Pat March was most surprised to come across a
large grass snake. She carefully relocated this to a new home

nearby, a little further from the path.

The commemorative milestone has not been stolen! It has
been temporarily removed and stored in a safe place so that
it is not in the way, or damaged, during the work at Vineyard
Hill. It will be relocated to a more appropriate position, later
in the year, when our work in the area is complete. ¢ TB

The Wharf House

Before Christmas, one of our two
immersion tanks in the boiler room started
to leak which was spotted early enough
before any damage occurred. Before ordering
a replacement we are currently looking at
repairing the tank ourselves, if possible, as
we are able to run on one tank for a short
time during this mild winter.

Work has continued in the fit-ourt of our
final bedroom in ™ WiarrF House. The
external door has been replaced, with one
that was kindly donated by one of the local
residents, as the original door had become
slightly rotten at the base. We have also
redesigned the flooring in the bedroom and
bathroom to reduce costs. The floor in the
bedroom will now be a wooden parquet
floor (similar to that in the Restaurant and
Visitor Centre) with a tiled floor in the
bathroom, which we are currently abour
to purchase and lay.

eBay Sales )

Our eBay sales have been progressing
steadily recently and we have now
exceeded £2,000 in sales of various
items that are no longer needed around
our site and items donated to us for
sale. If anybody has anything they
wish to donate to us to sell, or items
not needed on our other restoration
sites, please feel free to contact me
(chrisbyrneglos@yahoo.co.uk)

or ™ Wnarr House.
The Wharfinger

Milestone is temporarily removed.

The Heritage Fleet )

A few of our Saturday volunteers have
been continuing to restore our ‘heritage fleet’
of boats. Focusing firstly on Renton, they
have designed, prepared and painted the
cabin in H&G CT ‘house colours' which we
will continue throughout our boats that we
have here at present and any craft that we
may acquire in the future.

Before the winter weather conditions had
arrived we prepared Renton, placing boards
and a waterproof sheet acrass her to prevent
rainwater from entering the hold. In the
Spring we will install the new automatic
bilge pumps that we have recently purchased.
Further painting of our boats (and
signwriting) will continue as soon as
suitable, settled, weather conditions arrive!

Renton painted in H&G CT ‘house colours”.
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_ HEREFORDSHIRE'S LEADING BREWERY
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