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E. B. HAYWARD & Co.

We are a family run business established over 50 years ago. specialising
in sheetmetal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel. aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

Items can be manufactured to your own drawings and/or from
instructions, in quantities from 1 to 10,000 off and can range from the
size of a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.
It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire Canal Trust for over 20 years, and we will continue to
work together in the present, to revive the past, and secure a better fun'zl:gd

For further details please SHEETMETAL WORKS
contact Simon Hayward — P A A ASHLEWORTH
Tel: 01452 700384 A GLOUCESTER
Fax: 01452 700740 porcEst GL19 41J
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Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty
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Tel: D1452 723492 ‘ -
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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Editorial By Cliff Penny
A lot going on!

Anyone reading the last few editions of The Wharfinger
would be left in little doubt that there has been (and still is) a lot going on!

Successive issues have reported a new slipway in Hereford, new sites being acquired, a
major planning application submission (providing not only much needed ‘affordable homes'
for the local community but also — of course - a stretch of new canal), new
projects being announced as well as a major ‘Canal Camp’. All this, and
much more, has been reported in the past vear. There can be little
* doubt that we are ‘moving up a gear' and that has led the Council of
| Management (CoM) to defer the appointment of a new Chairman for the
| time being - see page 4.
Plans for a week long Waterway Recover Group Canal Camp at
Vineyard Hill, Over, were so popular that it became two weeks! Many
WRG stalwarts who assisted us with the reconstruction of Over Canal
' Basin returned to help again during the first ‘unofficia’ week. It was a
great success. However, my son (David Penny) needs to remember the old
Chinese curse “be careful what you wish for” - during the first few (sunny
and dry) days he said compaction of the clay puddle would benefit from the
odd April shower. Despite the ensuing hail, sleet, plunging temperatures (and
much rain), the length of the canal leading away from Over Canal Basin was
doubled, and filled with water, in the fortnight! Thank you to the WRG
volunteers, from all over the country, who worked together with H&G CT
volunteers to achieve this (and to complete initial works oa the new storm
overflow). See page 6. We are now hoping for a drier spel’ to allow all the
tasks to be completed ready for the grand opening, ¢ CRP

Gloucester Quays sponsor H&G CT

The Project Development Team at ™ WiarF HOUSE are very
| pleased to announce that Peel Holdings, part of the Peel Group and

owners of Gloucester Quays (one of the UK's largest mixed use
' waterside regeneration developments) have agreed to support the
. H&G CT in a number of ways during 2012 and beyond. This includes
' supporting publication of The Wharfinger and sponsoring the
™" Canal Trust's Canal Festival and Grand Opening of the Vineyard
Hill section of the Canal on September 1-2nd (see page 26). This initial
sponsorship is most appreciated. We will announce other aspects of Peel's
ongoing support in future editions. We are very pleased that the Trust's
work and innovative approach to sustainable development, including
. schemes such as our Llanthony Hydro and Flood Relief Scheme, are
receiving recognition and interest from what is regarced as one of the
leading infrastructure, transport and real estate invesiment companies
in the UK. What's on at Gloucester Quays — page 14. ¢ DRP

~—t— ~
>
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Chairman
CofM update

Regular readers will be aware that
the Chairman of the H&G CT for the
past five and a half years, Janet Moult,
stepped down from that role (but not from
many others!) at the end of February. As
mentioned in the Editorial, at the February
H&G CT CoM meeting it was decided
that, before making an appointment to the
post of Chairman, the opportunity should
be taken to review the role and duties of
the post.

This was considered essential given the
substantial increase in the nature and extent
of H&G CT's activities. Whilst this review is
taking place it was agreed that we would
not make an appointment to the role of
Chairman. The CoM includes four members
who served as Chairman in the past (and the
formal Officers on the CoM all have long-
standing experience of their roles) therefore
it was considered that the Vice Chairman
should lead CoM meetings calling on the most
appropriate CoM member/s to deal with any
issues that might arise in the interim.

It was also agreed that we should seek
to expand membership of the CoM. Our
founding Members will be familiar with the
surname Frecknall. Frank Frecknall played

Membership Rates [leminder i)

Qur sincere thanks to all those Members
who, following the reminders in the past
three editions of The Wharfinger, have
amended their Standing Order payments
to reflect the new Membership rates.
However, some Members whose renewal
fell in the earlier months of this year have
unfortunately paid atthe former membership
rate. If you pay by Standing Order and

™ Wharfinger

a key role as ‘Chairman of the Standing
Committee’ that led to the formation of the
former Canal Society in 1983. Sadly Frank
died a few months later but within the
year his son, Will Frecknall, was elected to
the Committee and he went on to serve as
Chairman of the Society in the mid 80's. Will
also chaired the Canal Trust in 2000/2001.
Having heard that his partial retirement
was imminent Will, who is a Chartered Civil
Engineer, was invited to once again serve on
the CoM. He was warmly welcomed as a co-
opted member to the April CoM meeting.

Also at the April CoM meeting initial
comments from individual CoM members
on the role and duties of Chairman were
considered. It was agreed that, in addition,
the role and effectiveness of the CoM itself
should also be reviewed. This was considered
essential not only to ensure the success of the
number of major projects that are developing
(all of which require appropriate skills,
experience and management) but also in
order to maintain/improve all of our ‘support
services’ as the H&G CT continues to grow. A
sub committee comprising Ralph Barber, Will
Frecknall, Wilf Jones, Janet Moult and Cliff
Penny was established to review and make
recommendations to the CoM. ¢ CRP

have not issued revised instructions to your
bank to reflect the increase in subscription
please do so now before you forget (the
bank will not pay it until it is due). Please
save us the (greatly increased) postal costs
(and volunteer time) of issuing reminders.
Membership rates are on the inside back
cover of every issue. :

G Thank you! >
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Restoration PI'Oj ect Part of our ‘advance works’, of stripping
of the topsoil by volunteers Paul and Ivor,

vi 1) d H - ' l has been going very well throughout
eya r ' i winter but catastrophe struck; the
excavator stopped suddenly. Run out of
By Ted Beagles ‘ fuel, thought Paul? But no, the problem
was a major engine failure, requiring the
engine to be removed in the middle of the
site! Our success in this unusual challenge
to our skills is reported in the Over Site
report on page 25.

On the 31 March things really started to
happen with the arrival of WRG volunteers
from all over the country. Equipped with
two 20t excavators, three smaller
excavators, 3 dumpers and 2 vibrating
sheepsfoot rollers, work began in earnest
to actually “dig"” the canal. Over the 2
o 'Veek period the site was transformed
from a gently sloping hillside inro a fully
formed canal with towpath - and at the

: end of week two water was flowing over
Group Camp (which was so popular that the top of the dam from Over Basin to
it grew from one to two weeks) that took start to fill the new section.

| place over the first two weeks of April.

In the first few days the remaining top

Meetings with stakeholders to explain and soil was removed and temporarily stored
agree our proposals, preparing drawings for later use. The bed of the canal had a
and procedures, procuring materials, substantial depth of clay that provided the
setting out the line and the levels on the source for constructing the new towpath
ground, preparing for the closing of Over bank (which was missing for all but the

Site for public access during the period, first 100m) and the new winding hole
hiring plant ete. banking. The clay was placed in shallow

The bed of the canal is levelled. The banks of the towpath are profiled.
™e Wharfinger Edition 112



Initial formation
of the banks.

layers and compacted with a (brand new!) 13t
sheepsfoot roller. Once the bed was
approximately down to level, and the shape of
the banks roughly formed, the work moved on
to final levelling of the bed and trimming the
banks to the correct height and profile. Topsoil
was then placed on the face. The remains of
the original towpath bank, over the first 100m,
proved to be more difficult than the new
section as it had been made with poor quality
material and contained a lot of tree roots. This
section required substantial excavation and
reconstruction to ensure that it will not leak.

Ground conditions were good at first but
some rainy days soon turned the site into a sea
of mud, which slowed down the rate of
working. No sooner had things started to dry

Front view of the 13t roller. § S

The 13t sheepsfoot roller compacts the clay.
e Wharfinger

provided the source for constructing the new fowpath bonk.

out when further heavy showers came along.
Eventually we had to put down hardcore in the
area adjacent to the access way in order to get
plant through.

Hardcore wes put dewn to get
plant through from the access.

A smaller, remote control version, of the roller.

Edition 112
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Digging the French drain on the steep slope.

In addition to the main work we also
inserted French drains on a section of the
hillside, on the offside of the new section, to
stabilise an area of existing local slippage.
This proved to be a difficult task due to the
steepness of the slope, and wet conditions
which made work impossible at some times,
but was successfully accomplished. We also
undertook the initial construction work for
the new overflow weir close to the end of the
existing length of the canal.

The last weekend of the WRG Camp saw
all plant being withdrawn from the site for
extensive cleamng before going off hire — the

’ - final task being
the trimming
and closing of
the access gap

in place for the
new overflow
weir whilst we
hove the plant

The bricklaying begins on the overflow weir.

e Wharfinger

Filling in the French drain by hand.

through the towpath bank before lowering
the dam slightly and, at around 1pm on
Sunday 15 April, the pump was started to
begin the filling process. Water in the new
section finally reached the level of Over
Basin on Wednesday 18 April, about 0.3m
below the final working level. The dam will
remain in place until we are satisfied that
there are no problems with the newly
constructed length of canal. Just 3 hours
after we began filling a pair of mallard ducks
took possession of the new stretch of water!

There is still much to do to tidying up,
finishing the surface of the towpath and
general landscaping before the official
opening in September. (see page 26)

Despite the weather the two weeks were a
great success. Wilf and I would to thank all the
WRG and Canal Trust volunteers who have
worked on and off the site to get us this far so
soon after first possession of the site.

Bricklaying commences for the overflow weir.
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Water flows from the existing section over the Looking up the new canal from the for end,
dam to fill Vineyard Hilll {winding hole on the left) as the waler rises.

before trying the new siretch of water!

¥

v and Monlca Hamer

A great view of
Vineyard Hill in WATER!

Photos: Ted Beogles, Chel
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The Moat Farm
team hard at work

In the short period of time that have elapsed since
we gained access to this site good progress has been
made. Paul Henshaw kindly agreed that, initially.
Tuesday workdays here would altemate with the
Llanthony Lock site with that team providing the
core work force. Additional help soon arrived with
members of the Oxenhall and Yarkhill teams giving
valuable assistance and two new volunteers, Steve
and Nigel, have also been made welcome.

Tea and lunch breaks are an important feature of
restoration work, so it was important to create a
sheltered ‘amenity’ area where these could be taken.
Fortunately, at the south end of the site, the former
railway bridge offered a ready made shelter. The area
beneath was soon cleared to provide a relatively dry and
suitable retreat. With a table and chairs set out, and the
kettle boiling on its gas ring, everyone is happy! Ak The reliacs Badens it HrHa iy

Given the limited time available before the bird ares, before and ofter clearance.

nesting season it was desirable to make an early starton  Below:The inaugural tea break. If's still not
clearing vegetation from the canal bed. A trio of clear why Ted weors safety equipment during
chainsaw musicians, Paul, Ted and feo breoks!
Bernard, were soon playing out their
two-stroke petrol harmonies into the
tranquil Gloucestershire countryside,
with an occasional pole-saw melody
accompanying.

An appropriate smoke and flames
atmosphere was created by Alan from
vet another bonfire. When it comes
to bonfires Alan is a genius, a true
backwoodsman. He has the ability to

T Wharfinger Edition 112




fashion a roaring inferno from a pile of wet
grass in minutes using a couple of twigs and a
flint. Although, some say they have noticed the
faint smell of paraffin firelighters and newsprint
when he is close by!

Fortunately not many mature trees exist in
the actual bed of the canal. The wet conditions
favour few varieties however the genus Salix
(Willow) is one such and a large example
could be found midway through the site. It
appeared to have grown and fallen a number
of times and resembled something that might
be found in a scene from Lord of the Rings. A
couple of sessions with bass and tenor
chainsaws reduced this monster to a six-foot
stump which will be removed sometime in the
future. The method for removal is yet to be
finalised but options include a large digger, a
large stump-grinder or a large amount of
dynamite ... suggestions on a postcard please!

The monster
orborescant '
Willow before and
after light pruning.

PLEASE NOTE:
Public access is unavailable at present but the

Trust is working on proposals to develop this.

e Wharfinger

Moat Farm is a great restoration site with a
good length of well defined canal bed much of
which has remained virally undisturbed
since its abandonment when the railway was
constructed. The north end of the site marks
the location of the two chamber staircase lock
known as Double Lock. Unfertunately nothing
exists at ground level and it is probable that
most of the masonry was buried or removed
by the railway navvies. We will be carrying out
some trial excavation here to see what remains
and a report will appear in a future edition of
The Wharfinger.

Finally, many thanks to all that have been
involved in getting this restoration site
underway, especially the site volunteers who
have worked so well during these early days

¢ MT

Above: A view south ot the northern boundary.
Somewhere beneoth the phoiographers feet
lies the remains of Double Lock.

Below: View north from the reilway bridge.
Somewhere in those irees is fie canal!

Martyn Tilford on 01452 790 358 or
Wilf Jones 01452 413 888
Edition 112



,4 Restoration Project

| Yarkhill

y By Chris Hugh 3

Since | last wrote, work has been earried

out on twenty-seven days at Yarkhill with *

Teamn numbers up to double figures on a
, number of occasions. Maintenance and
tidying up best describes most of our
work so | am grateful for the continuing

support of the Team during not the most »

motivating of work programmes.

Wood from the towpath and field was split
into a manageable size and transported to
our site hut storage area, Safety work on a
willow tree, logging up and clearance was
also achieved. Several further stumps were
removed and the long task of removing the
snowberry growth from the offside bank is
completed.

Tidying of the two small ‘garden’ areas and
around previously planted trees took place,
as did the burning of accumulated material
from all over the site on a number of carefully
managed fires throughout the period. Our
thanks to Mr Clews who arranged for a fallen
trunk, that was across the towpath ditch, to
be moved into his field where we were able
to saw and split it in a more accessible and
safe environment.

Strimming of the towpath bank has been
completed and work on the offside bank is
well underway but this required a pre-cut of
the more woody growth first and a lot of
raking and moving of natural rubbish.

= Wharfinger

Top: A pleosant day. Above: The Chain Gong!

The access across the farmers field has
been mown heralding the start of the mowing
season and showing visiting groups from the
IWA (guided by John Kilpatrick) and The
Much Dewchurch Society (organised and led
by Robin Nichol) that we care.

Why not come and join us? ¢ CH

Would you like to help us achieve
Y
even more? — then please contact :

Chris High 01568 615 575

Edition 112
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- #¥10.30'am, (0. 5.00 pm
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GUIded walks of 1'4 hours (starlmg at 10.45am, as reqmred throughou the day)
Or enjoy a saunter at your own pace along the sign posted route.
Even bring a picnic lunch. Volunteers at the canal to provide
canal history and enthuse about their work. e ;
Wellingteas if wet,

Enquiries to Chris High. 53 Mill Street, Leominster HR6 8EB. 01568 615575. else stout shoes.
FyovwvwVvVvVvVvVvVvvVvvVvveYyw VVvVvVevw

THE WIDEST RANGE OF GARDEN MACHINERY IN THE COUNTY
BEST PRICES FOR MILES

SALES o SERVICE ¢ SPAREPARTS

MOWERS * TILLERS
SHREDDERS * BRUSHCUTTERS
HEDGETRIMMERS
BLOWERS + POLE PRUNERS
CHAINSAWS

RON SMITH & CO LTD

- ~me—mmm  ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS

4 NEWTOWN ROAD 168 WIDEMARSH ST

WORCESTER WRS 1HF www.ronsmithandco.co.uk HEREFORD HR4 9HN

01905 738 800 01432 343 433
13
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Gloucesfer Quays

ed 10 suppor the H&G Canal

What's On at Gloucester Quays

Diamond Jubilee Weekend Celebrations Family fun throughout the
Soturday 2' June, 10am < épm *  Sunday 37 June. 11am -« 5pm year at Gloucester Quays
Orchard Strest Food & Craft Orchard Street Foed
Market: Jubilee Speclal & Craft Market: June - July
J; o e il Orchord Street Food
2 y & Croft Market;

Soturday 30" June, 10am - épm

Sunday 1 July, 1lom = 5pm

ode oy focal produce Jubilee Free Family Fun :
kit o the sk o Monday 4" June, 11.300m - 4.30pm t ¢
Limited Edition r‘ Al G Lo S manthly morkes o # Ovoys
Jubilee Jute Bogs
: s otable

ff retoi

2 : prces ocross o anoe " O

Dia | like M&S Outfet, Next Clsarance,

ritte) S op AL ner shops LK Bennet? and

sprey, means visidors have o fryly
unigue experience

THE OAK INN
Staplow HR8 1NP
01531 640954

n VtMV WARM WELCOME AWAIY"\ YOU AT OUR NEWLY RFFlJRBIﬁHFI’! INN
OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY IN OUR COSY BAR AREAS OR RESTAURANT
GOOD SELECTION OF REAL ALES - GOOD BEEER GUIDE 2009 & 2010

REAL LOG FIRES, FLAGSTONE FLOORS, OLD BEAMS & HOPS
PRETTY BEER GARDEN ~ PARTIES CATERED FOR ~ DOG FRIENDLY m
THE ONLY PUBE IN HEREFORDSHIRE THAT ABUTS THE LINE OF
THE HERLFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL
FOUR EN-SUITE BEB ROOMS NOW avaAaILABLE
www.oakinnstaplow.co.uk
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In the news ...

The H&G CT has been in the local and national press a lot recently, including:-

Hereford
Times

launch of the Land Fund.

The Waterways World Annual 2012 was published in April; it is always
a mine of information and news on the inland waterways throughout
England and Wales. This year the Annual contains details of progress on
57 waterway restoration projects and identifies the top ten that “appear
to be ahead of the field” - "one of these top ten being the H&G Canal”.
Nearly 5 pages are devoted to reviewing these top ten and this part of the
report is illustrated by just three photographs - one of the re-opened City
Mill Lock in London and two of the H&G Canal ...

The Telegraph

In March the Hereford Times ran virtually a full page feature on the canal
and the work of the H&G CT. They reproduced the map (on our outside back
cover) and a couple of photo's, including our new Moat
Farm restoration site, The article emphasised the H&G
CT’s approach to land acquisition and mentioned the

Anr ual

PLUS g8

Saturday 14th April

There was more national press coverage
when, The Telegraph ran a half page feature
written by Clive Aslet the editor at large of
Country Life Magazine. The headline “The
canal charity that has barged its way
into the Big Society” was followed with the
by-line “An inspirational waterways trust is
making waves by playing the planning game.”
Mr Aslet was clearly impressed by our voluntary
activities, “... a local group is determined to
extend the neowork — and in such a way as o
gladden David Cameron’s battered heart. Some
may titter whenever the Big Society is mentioned,
but the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Trust has worked out exactly what it means, ard
how to bengfit from it. This is a canal trust like n
other: Meer David Penny. the H&G CT's commerc lal

director. He may be wrapped up in the romance of
this vanished form of transport but he also gets
things done. He and his colleagues have worked
out how charities like theirs can take over some of
the functions of local goverrmment, save money
and make everyone feel better about themselves in
the process.” After describing our work at Over
Basin (of which there was a picture), ™ WHapF
Houst and elsewhere along the canal, the article
went on to describe our successful approach to
‘planning gain’ and working in parmership to
deliver not only the canal but a lasting asset to
all parties concerned. Mr Aslet concluded “Penny
is so on message that a knighthood - pessibly a
sainthood - can only be a matter of 'lme But |
suspect he u rould be quite impp viti 34 miles of
waterway, dug, financed, sustainable and open.”

The May issue of Waterways World rightly made much of the magazine’s 40th anniversary.
Apart from reviewing what has gone before the magazine devoted two pages looking forward.
A photograph illustrated the Cotswold Canals as being “o dead cert” for restoration and one of
our Over Basin was captioned “a pioneering example of developer-funded restoration”. The two
pages concluded with a table listing the potential to restore 326 miles of waterways - 10% being

the 34 miles of the H&G Canal. ¢

\\ater;\my

'S

World

GETTING
¢ AFLOAT

STOP PRESS: June Canal Boat Magazine (p39)

15
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Restoration Project

Oxenhall

By Brian Fox

Clearance and tidying of vegetation along
the line of the former railway embankment
has been our main task this winter and is
now complete as far as the old railway
station in Newent. The many substantial
trees along here must have started their
growth soon after the railway was built in
1883 and were left to their own devices for
the next 100 years.

A short section of the old canal and
towpath, which briefly emerged from under
the embankment, has been revealed but it is
no longer holding water. This will never be
restored as not only would it involve removing
thousands of tons of the material used in the
construction of the railway embankment
major changes to highway and surrounding
ground levels preclude crossing the road at
the original canal level.

The area we are clearing in preparation for
construction of the new overflow weir.

™ Wharfinger

Another task undertaken while vegetation
was dormant was the clearance of much of
the reed growth in the pound above the
Oxenhall Lock Corttage. We had limited
success last year with the tractor and a rake
attached to the back but this year it was done
manually. Lack of rain and falling water levels
made it possible to wade along the edges in
wellies and get down amongst the roots;
there is some concern for the fish in this
pound should the water level drop any more.
We are monitoring the situation closely.

Our current canal restoration work finishes
just short of the aqueduct where excess water
is temporarily channelled through a pipe,
into a ditch and then through a culvert which
takes it into the Ell Brook. During a period of
heavy rain a few years ago the culvert became
blocked flooding the corner of the adjacent
field and a more permanent overflow weir
will be built in this vicinity to take the water
down a stepped weir directly into the Brook.

As reported in the last edition this year the
Restoration Fund will be assisting the
construction of overflow weirs at Aylestone
and/or Oxenhall. The first phase at Oxenhall
is a retaining wall to protect the weir structure
from flood water in the Brook so we have
commenced the
considerable task of
preparing the ground
and stones left over from
the aqueduct rebuild are
being sorted into suitable
sizes. Several tons of soil
will be removed to
accommodate the works
and the opportunity will
be taken to widen the
Brook at this point where
it becomes very narrow
and impedes flood flows.
This is another
opportunity for us to
utilise the skills
developed over the years
in working with bricks
and masonry.
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Walkers and visitors to the
Oxenhall site may perhaps have
wondered why the Bailey Bridge
was sitting on top of the
aqueduct. Back in the 1990s,
before the H&G CT acquired this
site, there was still a public
footpath along the line of the old
towpath (although somewhat
overgrown in the summer
months). As the aqueduct was
falling apart Gloucestershire
County Council, who are
responsible for Rights of Way,
erected a wooden footbridge ey 22 e I
across the top and that was the 2 Open cell concrete blocks have been used ko provide a firm
position when ownership of the ~ baese for wheeled vehicles.
cottage and canal was transferred
to the Trust in 1996. It soon became obvious comments about the canal and the daffodils

that we would need to transport large planted by our volunteers along the towpath,

Photos, Brioam Fox

quantities of materials from our compound to ~ which makes it all worthwhile. ¢ BF
restore the lock and they clearly couldn't be
driven safely across the aqueduct. We were Would you like to join our team at

fortunate to secure the purchase of all the
components of a Bailey Bridge at little more
than scrap metal prices (on the strict
understanding that we would never sell it)
and in 1997 it was erected over one weekend,

under instruction from a staff sergeant of the we w||| be holdi ng our
Royal Engineers from Monmouth, using H&G

" Now s @XE[NJGMLLL
Now that the aqueduct has been restored
there is no longer a need for the bridge at this . D
S

Oxenhall ? Please call Brian Fox
on 01432 358628

location and as it will be in the way of future
restoration/construction work we intend to
remove it. In preparation an alternative route
has been constructed alongside for the tractor
and pedestrians. Open Cell Concrete blocks
retrieved from the adjacent former Willows
Nursery site have been used to provide a firm
base for wheeled vehicles.

The daffodil weekend, at the end of March, N th
was belesie((i)h:itlv:f;a?:iful weather and plenty Su nday' 1 6 -
Septeniber

of daffodils whereas last year it was freezing
cold and the daffodils weren't out! As our ’ -.
sales and promotional team report on page  ULECAWIIR R aaCIg S e IETY
23 there were hundreds of visitors, good the next edition

income from sales and loads of favourable ;
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In the news ...

The H&G CT has been in the local and national press a lot recently, including:-

Hereford
Times

launch of the Land Fund.

The Waterways World Annual 2012 was published in April; it is always
a mine of information and news on the inland waterways throughout
England and Wales. This year the Annual contains details of progress on
57 waterway restoration projects and identifies the top ten that “appear
to be ahead of the field” - "one of these top ten being the H&G Canal”.
Nearly 5 pages are devoted to reviewing these top ten and this part of the
report is illustrated by just three photographs - one of the re-opened City
Mill Lock in London and two of the H&G Canal ...

The Telegraph

In March the Hereford Times ran virtually a full page feature on the canal
and the work of the H&G CT. They reproduced the map (on our outside back
cover) and a couple of photo's, including our new Moat
Farm restoration site, The article emphasised the H&G
CT’s approach to land acquisition and mentioned the

Anr ual

PLUS g8

Saturday 14th April

There was more national press coverage
when, The Telegraph ran a half page feature
written by Clive Aslet the editor at large of
Country Life Magazine. The headline “The
canal charity that has barged its way
into the Big Society” was followed with the
by-line “An inspirational waterways trust is
making waves by playing the planning game.”
Mr Aslet was clearly impressed by our voluntary
activities, “... a local group is determined to
extend the neowork — and in such a way as o
gladden David Cameron’s battered heart. Some
may titter whenever the Big Society is mentioned,
but the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal
Trust has worked out exactly what it means, ard
how to bengfit from it. This is a canal trust like n
other: Meer David Penny. the H&G CT's commerc lal

director. He may be wrapped up in the romance of
this vanished form of transport but he also gets
things done. He and his colleagues have worked
out how charities like theirs can take over some of
the functions of local goverrmment, save money
and make everyone feel better about themselves in
the process.” After describing our work at Over
Basin (of which there was a picture), ™ WHapF
Houst and elsewhere along the canal, the article
went on to describe our successful approach to
‘planning gain’ and working in parmership to
deliver not only the canal but a lasting asset to
all parties concerned. Mr Aslet concluded “Penny
is so on message that a knighthood - pessibly a
sainthood - can only be a matter of 'lme But |
suspect he u rould be quite impp viti 34 miles of
waterway, dug, financed, sustainable and open.”

The May issue of Waterways World rightly made much of the magazine’s 40th anniversary.
Apart from reviewing what has gone before the magazine devoted two pages looking forward.
A photograph illustrated the Cotswold Canals as being “o dead cert” for restoration and one of
our Over Basin was captioned “a pioneering example of developer-funded restoration”. The two
pages concluded with a table listing the potential to restore 326 miles of waterways - 10% being

the 34 miles of the H&G Canal. ¢
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STOP PRESS: June Canal Boat Magazine (p39)
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