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Robust Reliability from our world beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy flywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

Tel: 01452 723492 ¥
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk®
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Editorial By Cliff Penny
A Different Approach (2)

Over the years | have tried to avoid repetition of a topic in my editorials -
but make no apologies on this occasion for carrying one on from last time!

The Planning Application for the much needed
housing and other community facilities at Dymock has finally been
granted Planning Permission (thanks to considerable support from both
the Parish and District Councillors). However, when writing in the last
issue little did I know that at a very late stage in the process the H&G
CT's different approach philosophy was going to be tested yet again!
Agreement had been reached that the Housing Association properties
would pay an annual Canal Maintenance and Management charge
(index linked in perpetuity), along with the private housing, as is our
long established Policy in both counties. At a very late stage the Three
Rivers Housing Association’s legal team determined that social housing
could not legally make such payments. Rather than accept “it can’t be
done”, and losing this important income source (not just on this site but,
by setting a precedent, from this type of housing on other sites in the
future) our own Legal and Project Development Team swung into
overdrive, They were determined to find a different approach to ensure
that this essential part of our strategy for delivering the necessary long-
term income for a sustainable H&G Canal was not breached! All the
details are on pages 6-9.

One of the annual tasks falling to the Editor is to pull together numerous

contributions for the CoM’s Annual Report to the AGM for the centre pages
¢ of this edition. In editing this information it struck me that there has been a
4 different approach, which has become particularly apparent in the past 12
months, in the way that virtually all of our Restoration Teams now undertake
their work. Whilst occasional ‘away days’' (working on other sites) have
been undertaken in the past, last year in addition to working on their own
site, many of our volunteers have been regularly undertaking work at
other points along the canal. The willing flexibility of our volunteers to turn
their hand to these different tasks, at various locations, is greatly appreciated
and not taken for granted.

Readers may have noticed a number of relatively small changes to the
front cover of The Wharfinger last time - including the H&G CT’s new
‘mission statement’ — “REBUILDING 34 MILES OF CANAL BETWEEN
GLOUCESTER AND HEREFORD". To many this may seem rather obvious!
However, The Wharfinger forms a vital component in our contact with a
multitude of people and organisations many of whom are hearing about the
H&G CT/the Canal for the first time. Whilst our motto “Working together in
the present to revive the past and secure a better future™ has served us very
well (and continues to do so) the new statement complements it by succinctly
explaining exactly what we are doing and where. ¢ CRP
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Narrowboat holidays

Brokerage services

Moorings with shore line hook ups

Boat shares & management

Chandlery on site

Blacking Services 10 marinas across
Dry Dock / Crane for Surveys the country
Diesel, Calor Gas, Pump Out, Coal :
Repairs, Maintenance & Refit

Full Boat Re-Paint
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Chairman’s Column

Southern Canals

By Ralph Barber

March 2012 was, apparently, the 2™
sunniest month of last year. When, this
March, I was walking the newest bit of canal
on the Wilts and Berks at Wichelstowe in
Swindon it was snowing; I hope March isn't
going to hold the same record this year!

This length of canal and lock was created
next to the newest canal-side village in
England, right next to the M4. So why was I
in Swindon on a very cold Sunday in March
visiting this bit of canal? Well, I was
attending a meeting of the Southern Canals
Association with fellow H&G CT Directors
Liz Connors and Maggie Jones. {This
Association brings together canal restoration
societies and trusts, working on the inland
waterways south of Birmingham, to share
experiences and knowledge for the benefit of
all. There is a similar Northern Canals
Association undertaking the same role. }

Apart from the tour of the site mentioned
above, we had presentations from the Wilts
and Berks Canal project team who, working
with the local council, developed this new
length. The new chairman of the IWA, Les
Etheridge, gave a talk on the IWA's approach
to working with the Canal and River Trust.
John Dodwell, one of the Trustees of the
CRT, then gave his views of the new
organisation. We also had some discussions

Well, finally the weather is starting to feel like spring.
Rumour has it we may even have a summer?

on the changes to planning procedures that
are coming out and new boating regulations
that affect all waterways.

It was a very informative day enabling us
to meet members of other canal trusts,
giving an insight to their challenges and all
the different stages we are at in developing
the canals across the southern part of the
UK. Many interesting facts came out, but
one that comes to mind is that since the
start of canal restoration in the later 1950s,
over 500 miles of canals have been restored
in England, Scotland and Wales - so far ...

If you want more information on the
Swindon project”, and an idea of what is
going on elsewhere in canal restoration, the
Waterways World Annual 2013 reviews
over 60 restoration schemes and highlights
the top 10% “Canals of the Future” — one of
these top 6 is the H&G Canal - see “in the
news” on page 36.

Hope to see you along the canal sometime
and of course at the AGM in July (further
details are below). ¢ RB

*It is interesting to note from the Annual
that Wiltshire Council funds a full-time
Project Officer (working on behalf of the
Wiltshire Swindon & Oxfordshire Canal
Partnership) to actively support delivery of
the canal. Ed.

W ' 2013 Apnual General Mootin'_;‘

To be held at 7.30pm, Tuesday, 16th July, 2013 A

e
at the Royal Oak, Much Marcle. Further details pages 19-22 R ‘f/

™= Wharfinger
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Mortin Pemry/The Farester

Dymock

From left: Local H&G CT Member Poul Blandford;
Councillors Terry Ball, Dorothy Brooke and Terry Boon
{Chairman of Dymock Perish Council); Rosumund Rutter and
David Penny (H&G CT}, walk the future line of the Canal

in the village which will use the former railway bridge. This
was restored by Gloucestershire County Council in 2004

As reported in The Wharfinger (page
6 of Ed 110) the H&G Canal Trust led a
partnership of Dymock Parish Council,
Two Rivers Housing Association and the

Landowner to restore the Canal in the
centre of the village and deliver 15 social
housing and 5 open market housing units -
as well as a new village car park and play
area for the community.

In edition 114 of The Wharfinger we
reported that a revised planning application
had just been submitted by the H&G CT to
replace the original application (registered in
March 2012) and subsequently withdrawn
when it became evident that Forest of Dean
Planners would recommend refusal. The
revised application included changes made to
reflect further detailed discussions with the
planning authority, and other interested
parties, in order to deliver an acceptable
scheme. A number of further grounds for
refusal were successfully overcome by
negotiation but the officials still recommended
refusal on grounds that we considered were
unwarranted and had been refuted by world-

™ Wharfinger

6

specifically to permit the Canal to pass under the road.

renowned consultants who were advising the
H&G CT.

Following detailed discussions, and strong
support from the Parish Council, at the March
Planning Committee Forestof Dean Councillors
overruled their Planners’ recommendation
that the proposals be refused planning
permission by 12 votes to 2. We very greatly
appreciate the support of the Councillors
which was clearly expressed not just for the
scheme but for the work of the Canal Trust
itself “which deserves our ongoing support
for their tremendous work”. The
Wharfinger also got a very favourable
mention during the official debate!

The approval will permit the development
of affordable housing to keep Dymock a
vibrant community and ensure the survival of
the village school (and other facilities
including the community owned public

Edition 116



hi Open market properties for sale plot nos. 5-9
e H&GCT (Open Marketrent)  plot no.10

i L

B Quattro / Housing association plots 1-4 & 11-20

Public footpath to village &
Beauchamp Arms PH
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%% FOOD FESTIVAL 2013

@ 19th, 20th, and 21st July &

OVER 80
STALLS

] E.B HAYWARD & Co.

BY Sheet Metal Work, Welding & Fabrications

We are a family run business established over 50 years ago. specialising
in sheet metal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

@ |tems can be manufactured to your own drawings or from instructions.
| ® Quantities from 1 to 10,000.
' ® Sizes can range from a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust for over 20 vears. and we will continue fo work together in the present,
to revive the past, and secure a better future. © 9

Simon Hayward: 01452 700384, Fax 01452 700740
SHEET METAL WORKS, ASHLEWORTH, GLOUCESTER, GL19 4JJ

The Wharfinger Edition 116



house), the construction of a 20 space car
park to meet a severe shortfall in the village
and a new play area to replace the one that is
on the line of the Canal. This development
has been permitted for two distinct reasons:
firstly the affordable housing on the edge of
the village but then, secondly, the open market
housing solely as enabling development
specifically to facilitate delivery of the Canal.
All of the housing is outside the immediate
area where development would normally be
permitted  (techmically in the ‘open
countryside’) - the provision for the restoration
of the Canal being the axis on which the whole
development hinged.

A Different Approach (again!)

At a very late stage the Housing Association
found that it would be outside their legal
powers to meet the whole life maintenance
costs of the Canal on the site even though this
had previously been agreed in respect of the
properties that they will manage. As our Legal
& Project Delivery Team were not prepared to
make an exception to our well established
strategy that all such development proposals
should provide an essential long-term
maintenance income stream for the Canal in
the area there was a need to find a solution.
This put everything ‘on hold" whilst urgent
negotiations took place! The result is an
innovative solution: the Housing Association
will now construct 14 affordable properties
(instead of 15) thus making space for the
developer to sell some of the land at the
nominal affordable housing rate to the H&G
CT upon which a 3 bedroom detached house
will be built at the same trade cost as the
other properties on site, The H&G CT will rent
this out to bring in at least the equivalent
perpetual income which would have been
obtained annually from the Housing
Association properties and secure a
considerable value of equity in the property
above the capital costs to the Trust. Yet
another successful outcome working on the
H&G ‘Different Approach’ basis!

This approval will deliver a small but key

part of the Canal within the heart of the
village with the freehold of the Canal and all
the surrounding area (outside the
development) being transferred to the H&G
CT. The developer will bring water and
electricity supplies to the towpath for future
use and will bear the costs of re-routing a
main electricity cable. When each of the open
market houses is sold a small percentage of
the price will also be paid to the H&G CT to be
used towards the costs of restoring the Canal;
each of these private properties will also pay
an annual (index linked) sum in perpetuity
towards the maintenance and management of
the Canal in the area in accordance with our
normal policy.

A ‘win-win' outcome for the Canal, the
landowner, developer, Housing Association
and, most importantly, the community.

¢ CRP/DRP
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- Restoration Team

Over Basin

and improvement of our boats.

After the prolonged operation of our tug
Bosley at the September Canal Festival
weekend last year it was noticed that there
was a slight oil leak from the outboard
hydraulic motor. Our volunteer hydraulics
expert, Andy Fowler, figured out that it
could be removed without taking the boat
out of the water, and eventually managed
to remove it. That turned out to be the
straightforward part of the job! Dismantling
it to get to the shaft seals combined skills of
all of our engineering experts for several
weeks. Then Peter came in one Wednesday
and announced that his son Darren, who
works for Goodridge Engineering Ltd, a
small local engineering company, had
offered to take it in to work and have go at
it. This was an amazing stroke of good
fortune for us as not only did they succeed
in dismantling it, it was returned to us a
week later, fully reconditioned and bench
tested! This was done in conjunction with

The Wharfinger

Incorporating Vineyard Hill By Ted Beagles

aspects and to the maintenance, repair

o Beagles

Inta Hydraulics
Services Ltd,
who occupy an
adjacent
workshop, and all
at absolutely no
cost to the H&G
CT. Andy and
Peter soon had
everything
painted and all
re-assembled on
Bosley — where
everything  is
now running
smoothly  with
no signs of any
leakage. Many thanks to Neville Mackay,
Darren Tartaglia and all involved at
Goodridge Engineering, and Garry Fisk
and James Jarvis at Inta Hydraulics
Services.

Bosely's motor.
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I reported in the last edition that our trip boat Mr
Maysey had sunk and been pulled up the slipway.
Our thanks to Hedley Midwinter for arranging for
one of his vehicles to move the boat within the site
for a detailed inspection. Little did we realise then
just how extensive the problem was. Inspection
revealed a substantial section of the hull had
corroded from the inside; water leaking through the
deck plate joints had been trapped in the rear
section of the hull as there was no way for it to
drain away into the bilges. A large section of the
rear will need to be replaced. Ultrasonic thickness
measurements of the rest of the hull (generously
carried out for us at no charge by one of our regular
advertisers, A&D Marine Services) showed it to be
in reasonable condition; so whilst the boat is out of
the water for the repair we shall be undertaking a
complete refurbishment and repainting of the entire
hull. Our sincere thanks to A&D Marine Services
and Hedley Midwinter for their help.

During the winter we have started restoring the
better of our two reed cutting boats for use as a
general work boat, without the reed -cutting
mechanism. The cutting mechanism will be restored
so that it may be fitted, for exhibition purposes only,
as modern safety regulations make it impractical to
put it into full working order. The second boat was
in such poor condition that, reluctantly, it has been
scrapped after removing any useful parts for use as
spares. H&G CT member Henry Clarke, the Much
Marcle blacksmith, assisted with this work.

Following inspection, and some work by a
specialist licensed contractor, the asbestos issue on
three Heritage boats has now been resolved
satisfactorily. Weather permitting, Pat and Belinda
have restarted work on restoring the cabins; all our

Top: white circle shows the significant hole
in Mister Maysey.

Above: Tim, Bob ond Ernest review the
reed cutting boat. |
Below: Repair site on the hull of the reed ‘
cutting boat.

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES gfa":nggwg 32323""'
REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT &/ OUCESTER GL2 5DH
WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY o
one: (01 415430
OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING m:P{'m 452§ w;“g 5
www.admarinesarvices,co.uk
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Dave Hurron mokes
the new finger
direction boards
for the repaired
segmental concrete

P .,'." - . K]
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Top left: Andy Smith and Henry Clarke dismantling

the scrapped weed boat.

Above: The restored slipwoy winch posifioned by the
lock approach.

boats continue to have weekly test runs along
the full length of the Canal at Over to keep the
machinery in good condition; this also helps to
keep the channel clear.

Mr Philip Hughes of Churchdown kindly
donated an old slipway winch which been has
been immobilised, cleaned up, painted and put
on show for visitors near to the Lock entrance

as an interesting piece of
waterways heritage machinery.
The Trust acquired parts of an
old Gloucester County Council
road signpost some time ago,
which have languished at Oxenhall
and Over Basin for several years.
They have recently been reunited
at Over. The post is now painted
and erected near ™ WHaRF HOUSE;
the decorative top piece has been
repaired by Dave Hurran, who has
also made new finger direction
boards suitable for its new home by the canal.

The delayed start to Spring has given us more
time to get on with general tidying up of areas
of the site with much restacking of bricks and
clearance of brambles before we are inundated
with new growth. John has checked over all the
mowing machinery ready for this year's
onslaught! ¢ TB

LCWEERUSREREY  Want to get involved at Over then please ring:

splendid in iis new
location.

Ted Beagles 01452 522 648
Maggie jones 01452 618010
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HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE.CANAL TRUST
Ve |

+ BEER, CIDER AND PERRY FESTIVAL

Saturday 31¢ August - Sunday 1° September, 2013
11am - 5pm

Heritage Boat Processions ® Fun on the water
Crafts and Produce Stalls ® Good Food ® Music
Fire Brigade display ® Horse drawn boaf

and lots more .

Over Basin near Gloucester
: i- Y Tumo«memo at traffic lights 250 yards west of
f s Over Roundabout (junction of A40/A417). cnsosxsm
\ IR S, : ” ’i'_'“ -,~1;i
o eofe ke SRR N

=2 . %ﬁf?‘iﬁ’?ﬁ?"” We hope fo see you there'

. - RTINS
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Mill Barn at over canal Basin

By David Penny

Canal elevation

Rear elevation
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Many of our readers will recall the story of the
demolition of the former hospital buildings at
Over — demolition that extended to the Mill
Barn as that lay in the way of the new noise
bunding and screening for the development.

Side elevations

As the barn was just going to be flattened
where it stood we offered to take it down
carefully for the developer and we put as
much as was re-usable into storage on site.

It has ever since been a long term objective
to rebuild the barn on site. These plans for
the proposed replacemen: Mill Barn have
now been drafted, discussed with our local
volunteers and put before the Stauntons Hill
Residents at their Annual Residents'

Association meeting in April when the
proposals were well received. The final
paperwork to support a Planning Application
is now being put together so that we may
submit this later in the year.

——

Cross-Section
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The reconstructed Mill Barn will provide
for the long term maintenance needs of the
Canal Trust. It will allow us to replace
ageing equipment with more suitable
professional equipmentfor the maintenance
and upkeep of the Canal providing it with
both secure storage and somewhere for it
to be maintained.

Crucially it will replace all of our current
shipping containers on site and see the site
hut and site toilet replaced with proper
facilities for both the Trust volunteers and

v Wharfinger 16

the other users of the Canal basin who
have made it their home — the Gloucester
& District Model Boat Club and Gloucester
Disabled Rowing and Sailing Group. The
loft space will provide a crucial meeting
room which we are currently lacking and
considerably enhanced office facilities to
enable the Legal & Project Development
Team to meet the demands upon them
both to directly take the Canal forward and
to work with our partners to help deliver
the Canal. ¢ DRP

The group of containers and site
y hut which the barn will replace.

Chis Byrne

| Canal Walks )@ 9 OO0 OO0

3 The H&G CT Canal Walk leaflets are proving popular with
' 3 A members and supporters who would like an interesting
guided walk that includes part of the route of our Canal.
CANAL WALKNO. 1 STAPLOW
CANAL WALK NO. 2 WITHINGTON
CANAL WALKNO. 3 DYMOCK
CANAL WALK NO. 4 LLANTHONY
CANAL WALKNO. 5 OXENHALL

I

The leafiets are available from ™ Waaze House or by post from
Nigel Jefferigs (address inside back cover). Please send your
name, address anc a loose second class stamp for each
leafier plus another loose stamp for reburn postage
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Outings 2013

by Janet Moult and Maggie Jones

H &G Canal Sales & Promotion will be well into our programme of events by the
time you receive this edition of ™ Wharfinger. Maggie [ones reports cn the first one
below, and other reports will be in the next issue.

Why not join the Team — you will be made very welcome.

Our forthcoming events are:- ' | * 1
. Bottle Stall < N

June 8-9 Hellens Garden Festlval

June 29-30  Braunston Boat Rally We shall be holding

July 13 Sutton Fete another bottle stall at

August 4 Herefordshire Country Fair our Winter Bazaar so —

at Hampton Court Castle bottles of all shapes and sizes would be very

“Aug 31-Sep | Over Canal Festival welcome, please. Ideally please bring them
September 7 Alfrick Country Show to one of our Social Evenings or contact Janet

November 9 H&G CT Winter Bazaar Moult to arrange collection. ¢ JM

Gloucester Boat Jumble

The Sales & Promotion teams' first
outing for this year was at the
Gloucester end when we attended the
Gloucester Boat Jumble (organised
by The Friends of Gloucester Waterways
Museurn) held in front of the
Waterways Museum. Although it was
starting to get warmer, a keen gusty
wind was making mischief for many of
the stallholders so we were very
grateful to the Waterways Museum for

) PR New items for sale produced by the Over volunteers
allowing us to set up our stand inside - stepping stones and a willow obelisk kit.

their building; thank you.

As well as Grand Holiday Draw
tickets we had some new items to sell
which the Over volunteers had been
busy making over the winter. These
included wooden stepping-stones, and
a willow obelisk kit (see page 38 for
more details).

Much interest was shown in our
restoration work on the H&G Canal

with some people learning about us Part of the H&G E
for the first time. A worthwhile day for ;"gﬂ"fj"' ”gf 3y, £
us all. ¢ MJ e _§
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- -
Social Evenir
at the Royal Oak

Please support our monthly meetings, makea
note on the calendar and tell your friends and
neighbours; we have an excellent venue and = & 4

interesting speakers on a wide range of topics.
Why not share transport and make an evening

of it - everyone is welcome!
The third Tuesday of every month (except

December) at The Royal Oak, Much Marcle

7.30 for 8pm start.

June 18! |

Members’ Midsummer Miscellany
Films, siides, quiz, talks - if you would like to

3 RECENT TALKS
Report by Janet Moult
Three very well attended

socials on three varying
subjects. In February we heard
aboutanother canal restoration
project over the Border. The

contribute please contact Janet Mon & Brec has made great
strides forward, with major
funded projects particularly in
] the Fourteen Locks area, and it
has a thriving visitors’ centre.
Annual General Meeting Mie ih a:l g::s c:mt:; d
Will start at 7.30pm prompt. After the formal Gloncester Docks  were
AGM there will be a new look at our progress explored in March when Tony

and the way fonward,
Everyone welcome.

August 20" ’

Conder gave us a potted
history and urged us to join
one of his guided tours.

April was our railway talk
with Gareth Davies recounting

Natter and a /Yogg[n his days on Herefordshire
railways and showing
fascinating old photos of long

September 17" gr(::tll%ns?r greatly reduced

Jeremy Picton-Turbervill

The Hereford Bull
its inception & participation in the
Diamond Jubilee River Thames FPageant

followed by the Grand Holiday Draw

e Wharfinger
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I hope to see you at future
social evenings where we have
an interesting line up of
speakers — please don't forget
to contact me if you wish to
contribute to the members’
evening in June. ¢ M

.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the

HEREFORDSHIRE

&
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
CANAL TRUST

WORKING TOGETHER, IN THE PRESENT, TO REVIVE THE PAST AND SECURE A BETTER FUTURES
to be held on TUESDAY, 16™ JULY, 2013
at the THE ROYAL OAK, MUCH MARCLE,
NEAR LEDBURY, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.
ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS
FOR YEAR ENDING 28™ FEBRUARY 2013

Members and friends will be made very welcome.

AGENDA

1. Welcome/formal opening of the 6. To Appoint the Auditors of the
meeting, Trust (and associated Companies).
2. Apologies. 7. To Re-appoint those Council
3. Approval of previous AGM minutes. Members retiring by rotation who
4. Chairman's Report. offer themselves for re-elecFion:—
5. To receive and approve the report of Liz Connors, Nigel Jefferies
Council, the Income and Expenditure To note that Brian Fox has
Account and Balance Sheet of the retired by rotation and does not
Trust (and associated Companies) offer himself for re-election.
for the year ended 28th February 8. Close of Formal Business.

2013, Report of the Hono > :
Auditor tgereon, and the lliaergort of After the meeting there will be the

opportunity to talk with Restoration
ﬁ:r:lt?er:g}l;?;ysge;::;r and of the Site Leaders and other members of the

team and to view the latest display
panels charting our progress.

We aim to allow people ample time for general questions after the close of
formal business. Prior notice of questions should ensure a comprehensive
response and would be greatly appreciated.
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