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NOW AFTER YOU'VE BROKEN DOWN,
WE CAN PICK UP THE REPAIR BILL.

* 2417 Natiorwide cover on all inland waterways

* Covers a huge range of specified parts,
including the gearbox & drive plate, couplings,
starters, alternators and many more *

* Pays up to @ maximum of £1,000 per repair

* You can make up t¢ 4 clalms per year

* Eacludes consumattles such 36 cabiog, Thers, sute
tompar ~d the

tel: 01785 785680

www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk
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Robust Reliability from our worid beating engines!
Smooth low speed running as standard with our heavy filywheel

Two alternators are standard - high output when cruising

230 Volts option for your washing machine, microwave, etc
Excellent technical support and service with a 3 year warranty

b ey

!

Tel: 01452 723492 k
Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk

o
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Guest Editorial By John Hammond and Carolyn Pascall
Impressive Achievements

Cliff Penny is away on holiday. Carolyn Pascall and John Hammond joined
the H&G CT three years ago as life members and were co-opted onto the
Council of Management at the last AGM. They reflect on their experiences.

We discovered the H&G CT when visiting Gloucester. [t was a time of spring tides
and a large Severn Bore was predicted in the late evening, after a concert we were -
attending. We were advised that the best place to see it was from
™ Wrarr Housk terrace, and it was certainly impressive - though not, as we soon
found out, as impressive as the aspirations of the H&G CT. We joined and have
sought ways to help, though mostly from afar as we live in London. The receat
achievements and hints of things to come are extraordinary, with H&G CT
volunteers, WRGies and L&PDT all essential players and this is what inspired us to
get involved. Here is a sample.

* Llanthony, Vineyard Hill, Moat Farm, Kymin East and Burcott Road

sites acquired and being developed.

Llanthony footbridge repaired at no cost.

Ell Brook aqueduct rebuilt.

Over, Oxenhall, Yarkhill and Aylestone sites improved, including

extensive tree planting.

™ WHARF House completed; solar panels installed at minimal cost.

Grant obtained for tractor purchase (details page 9).

Mill Barn plans made public and presented to the local ommunity.

Dymock developments approved with income stream to H&G CT.

Newent developments in preparation.

Leadon Valley improvements in preparation.

Severn floed relief, water quality improvement, hydro-electric

scheme and Gloucester Waterfront Strategy launched in

partnership with Council, Peel Group and others.

* Hereford urban regeneration, including canal development for
water management, proposed in partnership with the Council and
others plus a new Park and recreational facilities joinly with the
Council, Hereford United Community Trust and others.

Unusually for a canal restoration, the H&G CT has already secured plannirg  policies to
prevent unhelpful developments by others throughout the entire Canal route and to help deliver the
Canal and provide for the long-term maintenance of it. The engineering challenges concerned with
matters such as modern requirements for bridge clearances at road crossings and the consequent
Canal levels have also been resolved.

The view expressed in the Nicholson Waterways Guide is clearly apt: the H&G Canal "is now firmly
fixed in the sights of a very professional and dedicated canal trust, committed to its complete
restoration. ... The sheer dogged determination and tenacity shown in the face of not inconsiderable
adversity, whilst meeting a demanding schedule, will surely stand as an inspiration to all those engaged
in future waterway restoration.” ¢ JH/CP
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AGM Report

Chairman’s Column

By Ralph Barber

new look AGM.

The AGM started with the usual formal
presentation taking the audience through
the events of the reporting period of 1 March
2012 to 28 February 2013.

It started off with a thank you to all the
volunteers, then a reminder of all of the
very interesting publicity we have had this
last year. In addition to the media coverage
featured in the last edition of The
Wharfinger there was reference to the
Saturday Telegraph which did a piece on the
canal, and to the TV UK boating channel.
See the web site for links for the items
mentioned. The Wharfinger had another
great year with comments wide and far as to
the quality of the magazine. Thank you to
all involved and please keep the articles
coming to keep the magazine interesting.

Our social evenings also had some very
interesting talks: Forgotten Waterways and
Operating a Canal Business are two that I
remember producing a very interesting
evening. The membership was highlighted
next with the total membership holding up
very well compared to many other voluntary

Members view the displays of the AGM.

T Wharfinger

On a very warm evening in
July. over 50 members of the
Canal Trust attended the

Members
chatting of
the AGM.

which
significant reductions. This is quite an
achievement in difficult economic times and
following the increase in membership rates.

organisations are experiencing

Liz Connors, our Treasurer, then took the
floor and took us through the financials:
overall income up, overall expenditure
down, expenditure on sites restoration up,
trading income from ™ WWHarr Houst up,
holdings of land, both leased and owned,
up, volunteer days up; a very good message
overall!

Brian Fox, after 23 years on the CoM,
decided not to re-stand. The CoM agreed to
give Brian and his wife Shirley Honorary
Life membership. Brian will continue to be
involved in running the site at Oxenhall and
be part of the subgroup of the CoM looking
at land and future sites. See page 10. Also
leaving the CoM is Will Frecknall. We have
two new co-opted members joining. John
Hammond, already a director of ™ \WHARF
House, and Carolyn Pascall. We warmly
welcome them both to the CoM.

After the break, we had a number of
displays for people to see all the work that
had been done over the last year and also to
enable people to discuss the work of the Trust
with both Site Leaders and CoM Members.

Thank you to all who attended and I
look forward to seeing you on the Canal
sometime. ¢ RB
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Kymin East

Part of the Withington Project
| By Wilf Jones

During an enjoyable
day out in the company
of Martyn Tilford (from
Moat Farm) and Chris
High (from Yarkhill)
we surveyed the whole
length of the Canal from
the boundary at Yarkhill
to the lane at Kymin.

This was in preparation for the next
stage of the work on the Kymin East site to
create a drainage channel some 800yds
long. The channel is to drain the bed of the
Canal as much as possible in preparation
for the major excavation of the Canal bed
next year.

From the survey data we were able to
plan the work including the number of

T Wharfinger

Removing the tree stumps begins.

volunteers required and which skills and
what plant would be needed, and then
estimate how many days it would take to
complete the work. Other tasks were
identified such as removing stumps,
arranging to move logs off site as well as
the removal of some barbed wire from the
back of the towpath hedge.

By the time you read this we hope the
drainage channel
will have advanced
considerably and
start draining the
site, following work
by an invited H&G
CT working party
(consisting of a
team of volunteers
from Yarkhill, Over,
Llanthony, Moat
Farm and Oxenhall
working over two
consecutive
weekends—I ordered
fine weather but
there was some
uncertainty over the
delivery date!

The drainage trench is
dug along one
side of the conal.
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Irises are rescued.

[Some stop press photos of
the work have been included
- Ed]

We will now start planning
the big excavation for 2014
when we hope the Kymin
East length will be brought
back into water.

In the meantime a big,
big thank you to all the
volunteers who have helped
me with what [ hope will be
a highly successful first
phase ‘dig’ on this new site.
My sincere thanks to Peter
and JJ' Clews for their
ongoing co-operation which
is greatly appreciated.

¢ W

Ted Beogles / Alon McBride

Cleaning the excavator at the end of the weekend's work,

A&D Marine
A Services Ltd

COVERED DRY DOCK FACILITIES HEMPSTED DRY DOCK,

338 BRISTOL ROAD,
REPAIRS AND REFITS TO ALL TYPES OF CRAFT & oL oD o
WELL STOCKED CHANDLERY

Telephone: (01452) 415430
OUTBOARD MOTORS SALES AND SERVICING Fax:"(m 452§ 30767) 5

www.admarineservices.co.uk
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Nigel Jefferies will be leading a walk jointly with Jackie

Tweedale from the Friends of the Dymock Poets.

When: Saturday 7 September.

e Where: Meet cutside The Beauchamp Arms at 1.50 pm. for a 2.00 pm start.
DYMOCK Parking is limited: Lay-by opposite PH (3 cars only) with additional parking to the

north of the village, beside the old road to Maypole Farm, opposite the close named
The Crypt, Please offow pienty of time to park and park consideralely,

v

The walk will be about 5 miles from Dymock along parts of the route of the H&G
Canal. The walk should last abour 2 hours with stops for explanations and readings
on the history of the canal past and present and there will also be a chance to
explore the time of the Dymock Poets who congregated around Dymock just
before the First World War. The Walk will be based on the H&G CT's popular Canal
Walk series of leafets ‘No. 3 Dymock’. This, and the four other Walks leaflets, will
be available to purchase from Nigel at 30p each.

This walk is being organised by the Friends of the Dymock Poets and
Jackie Tweedale asks that if you would like to come that you contact her on
01531 890385 or by email tweedale1956@btinterne:.com so that she has
an idea of numbers.

E Buckla

GARDEN MACHINERY

» £ "

SUPPLYING AND MAINTAINING GARDEN, ESTATE AND
FORESTRY MACHINERY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

TEL 01452 790305 FAX 01452 790693
EMAIL info@bucklandgardenmachinery.com

KUBOTA - STIHL - HUSQVARNA * HONDA - VIKING
3
The Wharfinger
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New Tractor!

By David Penny and John Hammond

Feter Tortogla

Richerd Phelps, from E Buckland Garden Machinery,

The Legal & Project Development
trains volunteer Malcolm Caxton on our new tractor.

Team at The Wharf House has

secured a £20,000 grant to help

establish a dedicated Maintenance
Team for the Canal.

The grant was agreed on 10 June by Forest
of Dean Council on behalf of the South West
Regional Development Agency, Defra and
the European Commission, as part of the
Rural Development Programme for England.
With required matched funding of £4,063
from the Canal Trust and ™ WHarr House
we have bought a new Kubota Tractor with
flail attachment to mow the towpath and
canal banks and to trim the lower part of
hedges. Our intrepid fabrication team at
Much Marcle are building a trailer so it may
be moved between sites. We also have a new
commercial strimmer and pole mounted
chainsaw plus related safety equipment.

How the Canal Trust operates is moving
from site based teams to teams dedicated to
specific tasks and functions, and we are
fulfilling our best endeavours to provide the
equipment, training and support they require
to excel in their roles. This builds on the

™e Wharfinger

highly successful undergrowth clearance
examples of Vineyard Hill and Kymin East
where volunteers from all sites came together
to move projects forward quickly. The new
approach is crucial as we acquire more sites
and drive forward restoration of the Canal.

We are currently planning training to
develop an in-house excavation team so that
we are not dependent upon external support
for major work such as the excavation of the
Kymin East site which is due next summer.
Wilf Jones is looking for those who wish to
be trained on 6-20 ton excavators and
dumpers, and Ted Beagles s establishing the
maintenance team.

Other funding bids have also been
submitted by the Legal & Project Development
Team. In particular, we are through to the last
three in the Tewkesbury area for £3,000 from
the Lloyds Bank Group Community Fund.
The winner is decided by public vote, so
please subscribe to our enewsletter to hear
how you can help us win. (For further details

see page 35, thank you). o ppp/JH
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During a recent Council of Management
meeting the third-longest serving member of
the Council (and the former Canal Society
Committee) announced that he would
be retiring from the CoM and not offering
himself for re-election at the AGM (when he
was due to stand down by rotation’). Brian
stressed this was solely because he was
finding it increasingly difficult to participate
in the discussions due to a significant
deterioration in his hearing — he intended to
continue with his other roles for some time
yet! [Brian kindly agreed that his reason
for standing down should be published. ]

Brian joined the former Canal Society
Committee (the equivalent of our current
Council of Management) in 1990, having
joined the Society a couple of years earlier. He
quickly got involved in the Restoration
Committee - the first of a number of Committees

HERE l-c‘lRl).\MlRf
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
CANAL TRUST

Ted Beegles

Chaoirman, Ralph Barber, presents Brian with
an honorary Life Membership.

The Whnl‘mger

5 Brian Fox - Retirement

Brian Fox refires from the
Council of Management
after 23 years!

on which he has played an active and
constructive part over the years.

Within a year Brian was persuaded by the
writer to start writing regularly about
restoration for The Wharfinger, followed
over the years by a number of historical articles
about aspects of the Canal. Another of his
interesting contributions was one chronicling
the history of the Ordnance Survey — his
employer until retirement - which enabled him
to spend even more of his ‘spare’ time working
with both ‘pen and spade’ on the H&G Canal!

In 1996 Brian was elected Vice Chairman (of
what was by then the H&G Canal Trust) and
served as Chairman of the Trust from 1998 to
2000 - including of course leadership of the
Council of Management amongst the many
other duties.

Also in 1998 Brian was part of our first team
to undertake preliminary work at Over and a
year later became Restoration Site Leader at
Oxenhall. In July 2013 the Oxenhall History
Group had a major exhibition in the village “100
years of rural change” - which included Brian!

Over the years, utilising his surveying
expertise and long-standing knowledge of the
workings of the Canal Trust, Brian was the
obvious person to undertake visits to most of
the landowners along the 34 mile line of the
Canal to gather ownership and other related
information.

At the 2013 AGM our current Chairman
presented Brian with a certificate of Life
Membership of the H&G CT in acknowledge-
ment of the very considerable contribution that
he has made over the years - which Brian

stressed is not finished yet! ¢ CRP

10 - —_—
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Restoration Team

Moat Farm

By Martyn Tilford

As expected the Summer season
brought a variety of tasks at Moat
Farm. A balance was struck between
vegetation management, involving
mainly mowing/strimming, and
carrying out further work to develop
the site.

The rather unsightly and inconvenient
scaffold-pole fence adjacent to the south end
railway bridge has been replaced with a timber
post and rail fence incorporating a field gate.
The gate hanging post is made from an eight
foot length of ash we felled early last year and
the fence from recycled timber from around
the site.

Tree stumps and the towpath

We have a large number of tree stumps to
remove from the towpath following the felling
carried during the previous two winters. Our
excavator is an excellent tool for this and will
deal with all but the largest stumps. It is a
messy but necessary process to enable the
towpath to be profiled at the correct level and
this work will continue into the Autumn and
Winter. Starting at the south end of the site
the original towpath was buried during the
construction of the railway and, following tree
stump removal, excavation of this length is
now under way. We will then progress
northwards profiling the towpath to provide a
good level walkway adjacent to the cut

throughout the site. Re-profiling of the canal
bed will then follow. Top: The new fence adjecent to the south end
R : o railway bridge - all the timber having been
However it is not always plain sailing and  soyrced on sife,

on a Tuesday morning back in June our piddie. Tree stump removal on the fowpath bank,
excavator misbehaved very badly with severe o messy but necessary job.

incontinence and a stubborn refusal to move! Above: After tree stump removal part of the

A significant hydraulic oil leak from the right reilway embankment is excovated fo create the
track final drive motor suggested something !owpath. The canal bed is on the left and the
serious (and probably expensive). An initial o<k bed on fhe right.
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strip-down revealed a fractured bolt and this appeared to be
the problem. With help and guidance from Over regular Andy
Fowler the excavator was back up and running within a couple
of days. Many thanks, Andy. Also there was some good news
... the cost of replacement parts amounted to only 66 pence!

The very large willow stump in the canal bed midway
R 2 through the site, mentioned in edition 112 of The
Alon “Lithiumeion Mo Wharfinger, was always going to be a challenge. A
with his superb Boschl  large excavator was probably the best solution and
Below: Paul on his local farmer, John, offered to help. A couple of hours of
: brilliont Grillo ride-on  skilful digging, raking and manoeuvring by John in his
mower.. excavator saw the removal of this and several other
large willow stumps from the canal bed. At three times
the size of our own excavator, this machine was the ideal
tool for the job - thank you John.

Ground maintenance

As mentioned mowing and strimming was to feature
throughout the Summer months and, whilst often a
satisfying task, it is never really complete. It is a job
- e made easier with good equipment and on several
& : occasions Paul very kindly brought along his

superb Italian ‘Grillo’ ride-on mower. This versatile
four-wheel drive machine handles most mowing
with ease. Large areas, tall grass and steep banks
are straightforward and with a ‘v twin’ engine
and well designed cutting deck it is surprising
quiet, a real bonus at a tranquil canal site.
‘Lithium-ion Man’ Alan has a different approach! His
battery powered walk-behind mower is equally impressive
and is used to great effect on a regular basis, very quietly
dealing with the smaller areas and woodland walks.
With regular mowing the quality of the grass improves
and it provides a more durable surface on which to walk
and, in some places, drive vehicles. We can now access

most areas with relative ease.

Our misbehaving excovator with Wilf stripping it Of course the greater proportion of the site is
down... or maybe he is just foking o midday nop? = normally left uncut and the profusion of tall

grasses, wild flowers and nettles makes for an
attractive environment. In the last edition of The Wharfinger
John Chappell, in his article on Campion, showed how ‘working
with nature throughout the seasons’ can enhance canal restoration.
It was pleasing to see both Red and White Campion happily
flowering in some of our uncut areas at Moat Farm.

Red Campion
beside the
railway track
bed.

The offending right irack final crive motor with fractured bolt.
Fortunately the repair was reasonably straightforward.

' 2
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& PLEASE NOTE: Pub'ic ¢

Site accommodation

The ‘staff restaurant and amenity area' beneath
the railway bridge at the south end of the site has
served us quite well but it was always an intention
to provide something better, in the form of a site
hut. An opportunity arose when Over volunteer
Mike offered a ‘Marley’ style modular garage to
the H&G CT - thank you. Having been dismantled
and temporarily stored at Over we just needed to
transport it to Moat Farm, prepare a suitable
location and re-erect it. Soft, wet ground at the
Moat Farm access and the lack of a suitable lorry
delayed the plan but by early Summer everything
fell into place. Wilf, Ted and Alan made multiple £
trips with a lorry (very kindly loaned by Simon | zpove: S
Hayward of EB Hayward & Co) whilst Pauland | i the ‘c:::l}g)a%? A R
prepared a level area, adjacent to the towpath, in  Below: Not a problem with the right

the middle of the site. Another day saw the re-  machineryl
assembly under way with many careful
hands required to handle the heavy
concrete sections. Thoughtfully the
sections had been numbered and a
‘drawing’ provided, although this did
not prevent some head scratching and
much discussion on which bit went
where! An advantage with this style of
modular building is that, if required, it
can be dismantled and relocated to
another of our restoration sites at some
time in the future.

As always, many thanks to everyone
who has helped on Tuesdays at Moat

Farm. ¢ MT

Our ‘new’ site hut taking shape.
Steve, Paul, Ralph and Ray discuss the
merifs of using o spirit level whilst Ted
sorfs out the bolts. Can you spot the
deliberate mistake?

( L i

Martyn Tilford on

01452 790 358 o
Wilf Jones on
01452 413 888

R,
E
B C
$
3
£
$
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Restoration Team

Over Basin

Incorporating Vineyard Hill By Ted Beagles

The old ash trees along the Vineyard Hill towpath have long
been a favourite haunt for woodpeckers. as was evident during
the excavation work last year when we found strange wood
chippings on the newly formed clay surface; but we were
delighted this Spring when a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers
nested in one of the trees in full view of the towpath. Tim Randles, one of our
regular volunteers is a keen photographer; he managed to get an excellent shot of
one of the fledglings being fed in the entrance to the nest.

Our work in the site entrance area is now
completed (for the present!), with the final
levelling of the block paving that we lifted
last year to drain the rising bollard chamber,
and the erection of the fence between ™
WHare House Annex and the reclaimed
brick gate pillar. The fencing includes a gate
for easy access to the gas meter! The building
team of Bob and Ivor have now turned their
hand to ™ WHaRF HOUSE surrounds with the
building of an underground chamber to
house the new fat filter fitted to the kitchen
drain and the adjustment of the block paving
paths adjacent to the external doors to
restore them to the correct level for
wheelchair access.

Bob working on the fat filter chomber. The new fencing running up fo the annex.
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As usual at this time of the year the
grounds maintenance team has been
exceptionally busy keeping the new growth
under control; in fact even more so this
year with the new banks of Vineyard Hill,
with all the small saplings fighting for
survival amongst the grass and nettles.

Alder and Renton are checked over and
run along the canal weekly to keep them in
good condition. This also helps to control
and disperse weed and confirm the
navigation along Vineyard Hill past the
land slip area.

The hull repairs on Mister Maysey are
now progressing well. Dave and Peter have
made an accurate template in hardboard of
the complex shape required for the repair.
This was used by the H&G CT's very long-
term supporter and advertiser Simon
Hayward of EB Hayward & Co to make the
actual patch in their workshop. The
welding is now in progress by H&G CT
Member Henry Clarke, the Much Marcle
blacksmith, supervised as usual by his
apprentice Andy Smith! In the meantime
the remainder of us are getting on with all
the rest of the things like scraping and
painting which needs to be done whilst the
boat is out of the water. —_

et

Top Henry takes o breck from
welding.

Middle: The large repair to
Mister Maysey's stern.

Above: Tim paints the hull base
plate.

U

o : . o Want to get involved at Over
py s ” S - P ‘,.i:#\ : then please ring:—

: ' e 2w Ted Beagles 01452 522 648

The new supings reappear once the Ionger grass is stimmed Maggie Jones 01452 618 010
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An unusual sight at Over
recently was a steam T ——
powered boat sailing on Al A
thg canal. This has been :ﬁgz mzd,::o vj"mf
built by Member Alan Keef, af Over Basin.
and was in the water for Below: Sason E's boiler
ballasting and final ond engine.
commissioning trials. It is
powered by steam from a
Merryweather solid fuel
fired boiler supplying a
totally enclosed Stuart
Turner steam engine. The
engine then drives an
alternator to charge a bank
of batteries which power a
Ray 4hp electric outboard
motor. It looked splendid
gliding silently through the
water. We are hoping to see
more of it at Over in the

future. ¢ TB

E] E.B HAYWARD & Co.

B Sheet Metal Work, Welding & Fabrications

We are a family run business established over 50 years ago, specialising
in sheet metal work and fabrications in most metals including mild steel,
stainless steel, aluminium, titanium, copper and brass.

® [tems can be manufactured to your own drawings or from instructions.
| ® Quantities from 1 to 10,000. ,

B | ® Sizes can range from a washer right up to fabrication of 1 tonne.

We have a wide client base with particular involvement in hydraulic
press, concrete, materials handling, feed and flour milling industries.

It has been our pleasure in supporting the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Canal Trust for over 20 vears, and we will continue to work together in the present,

to revive the past, and secure a better future, © "%

Simon Hayward: 01452 700384, Fax 01452 700740
SHEET METAL WORKS, ASHLEWORTH, GLOUCESTER, GL19 4)J)
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